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The Hiftory of HINDOSTAN, from the Invafion 
of TAMERLANE, to the final Conqueft of 
that Country, by Sultan BABER; being a 
Period of one hundred and thirty years. 








SECTION I. 


Of the Progrefs of Amir Timur, or TAMERLANE, in 
Hindoftan. 








MIR TIMUR, being informed of the commotions and A. D. 1367? 
civil wars of Hindoftan, began his expedition into that ty e 
country, in the eight hundredth year of the Higerah, and, Hane om 
on the twelfth of Mohirrim, in the following year, arrived on ths 
banks of the Chule Jallali*. He immediately ditpatched Amir 
Shech Noor ul Dien to difpefiefs Shab ul Dien Mubarick, who had, 


in charge, the defence of the frontier diftrictts. When Skech Noo: 





* A iiyer on the frontiers of Hindoftan. 


VoL. II. B ul 
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a 1397. ul Dien had arrived within a few miles of Shab ul Dien Mubarick, 
= °> he fammoned him to fubmit to Timur. But as the imperial 
general had previoufly retreated into a ftrong hold, on the bank of 
the river, round which he had drawn a ditch, forming the place 

into an iland, he determined to defend himfelf to the laft. 


Shech Noor ul Dien, however, found means, upon making his 
approaches, to fill up the ditch: but at night he fuftered a confi- 
derable lofs, by a viclent fally of the belieged ; whom, in the end, 
he repulfed, and forced to take fhelter within their walls. Amir 
Timur himfelf advanced againft the enemy, with his whole army. 
Shab ul Dien intimidated, by the approach of Timur, ftowed pri- 
vately, in forty boats, his treafure and family, and fell down the 
river, being two days purfued in vain, by Shech Noor ul Dien, 
who was detached with a party after him. The garrifon, after the 
departure of their leader, immediately {urrendered. 


Amir Timur proceeded down the river to the conflux of the 

Jimboo and Chinab, where there was a ftrong fort and town, 

known by the name of Tulmubini. He ordered a bridge to be 

laid acrofs, by which his army might pafs. Having pitched his 

Tamerlane camp, without the town, he laid it under a heavy contribution. 
we oo But whilft the inhabitants were very bufy in collecting the fum 
contribution: demanded, a complaint being made in the camp, of the {carcity 
of provifions, orders were iffued to feize grain wherever it fhould 

be found. ‘The foldiers, upon this, haftened to fearch the town, 

but not being content to take provifions alone, the natural con- 

The inhabi- fequence was, that a general plunder enfued. ‘The inhabitants, 


t - ° i i 
ny ana endeavouring to oppofe this outrage, were maffacred without mercy, 


To befiege the citadel would but retard the defigns of Timur. 
He therefore marched, the next day after the maffacre, to a town 
called Shawnawaze, where he found more grain than was fufh- 

cient 
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cient to ferve his whole army. He therefore ordered, that what “Hig: 1397- 
could not be carried away fhould be burnt; having previoufly cut Shawnawaze 
off Jifferit, the brother of Shuha Giker, who had attempted to P!/*8°- 
defend the place with twothoufand men. Timur marched, on the 

third day, from Shawnawaze, and, croffing the Bea, came into a 


rich and plentiful country. 


It may not be improper here to fay fomething concerning the 
proceedings of Mirza Pier Mahummud, after his having, as has 
been already mentioned, taken Moultan. The Solftitial rains hav- 
ing deftroyed a great part of his cavalry, in the field, he was under 
the neceffity of drawing his army into the city of Moultan. There Mirza Pier 
he was driven to the utmoft diftrefs by the inhabitants of the country, eon tts 
who had clofely invefted him. His cavalry, inftead of being able Moultas. 
to act again{t them, diminifhed daily in their numbers, for want 


of forage. 


In this untoward fituation were the affairs of that prince, when Is relieved 
his grandfather, Amir Timur, entered Hindoftan, who immediately nn 
reinforced Mahummud with a detachment of thirty thoufand chofen 
horfe, and foon joined him with his whole army. The prince 
carried in his mind great animofity againft the governor of Bat- 
tenize, who had chiefly diftreffed him. Amir Timur himéfelf, to 
chaftife the governor, fele¢éted ten thoufand horfe, with which he 
marched directly towards him. When he reached Adjodin, he was 
{hewn the tomb of Shech Ferid Shuckergunge, the poet, in refpect 
to whofe memory he fpared the few inhabitants who remained in 
the place, the greater part having fled to Delhi and Battenize. 


Timur continued then his march to Battenize, croffing the river who arrives 
of Adjodin, and encamping at Chalifkole, from which place, in ^: ”attenize, 
one day, he marched fifty crores to Battenize. Upon his arrival, 
the people of Debalpoor, and other adjacent towns, crowded into 

B 2 the 


A. D. 1397. 
Hig. 800. 


ard invetts it. 


The city 
taken, 


and the inha- 
bitants put to 
the {word, 
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the place, in fuch numbers, that half of them were driven out, 
and obliged to take fhelter under the walls. ‘They were there 
attacked, the farft day, by the king, and fome thoufands of them 
{laine Raw Chillige, who was governor of the place, feeing the 
enemy fo few in number, drew out the garrifon, and formed 
them without the town, in order of battle. The Moguls, how- 
ever, upon the firft onfet, drove him back within his walls, while 
the king himfelf prefed fo hard upon the enemy’s rear, that he 
pofiefied himfelf of the gates before they could be fhut. ‘Then 
driving the runaways from {treet to ftreet, he became, in a few 
hours, intirely mafter of the place, except the citadel ; to reduce 
which, he ordered a party immediately to dif{mount, and begin to 
undermine it. 


The garrifon defired to capitulate, to which Timur agreed; and 
the governor, having had an interview with the king, prefented 
him with three hundred Arabian horfes, and with many of the va- 
luable curiofities of Hindoftan. ‘Timur, in return, honoured him 
with a chelat; and after the conditions were fettled, fent Amir So- 
liman, Sheh, and Omar Ulla, to take poffeffion of the gates, com- 
manding them to flay all thofe who had taken refuge in the place, 
and had before been active againft his grandfon Mirza Pier Mahum- 
mud. ‘The reft, after being plundered, were ordered to be dif- 
mified. 


In confequence of this inhuman order, five hundred perfons, in 

a few minutes, were put to death. Thofe who remained {till within 
the fort, were fo ftruck with this maffacre, that they fet fire to the 
place, murdered their wives and children, and, in mere defpair, 
fought after nothing but revenge and death. The fcene now became 
terrible indeed ! but the unfortunate inhabitants were, in the end, 
cut off to a man; they however revenged themfelves amply, upon 
the rapacious and inhuman authors of their diftrefs; fome thou- 
fands 
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fands of the Moguls, having fallen by their hands. This fo much ak 1297. 


exafperated Amir Timur, that firebrand of the world, that he or- 
dered every foul in Battenize to be maflacred, and to reduce the 
city itfelf to afhes. 


Timur, marching to Surufti, put the inhabitants of that place, 
alfo, to the fword, and gave the town up to pillage. Advancing to 
Fatteabad, he continued the fame fcene of barbarity, through that, 
and the adjacent towns of Rahib, Amirani, and Jonah. He de- 
tached Hakim Agherack towards Sammana, with five thoufand 
horfe, and with the few that remained, he himfelf fcoured the 
country, and cut off a tribe of banditti called Jits, who had lived 
for fome years by rapine. His army, in the mean time, being di- 
vided under different chiefs, carried fire and {word through ali the 
provinces of Moultan and Lahore, but when they advanced, near 
the capital, he ordered a general rendezvous at Keitil, a town with- 
in five crores of Sammana. 


Timur himfelf foon joined his army, and having regulated the 
order of his march, advanced towards Delhi. When he reached 
Panniput, he ordered his foldiers to put on their fighting apparel * ; 
and, that he might be the better fupplied with forage, croffed the 
Jumna, took the fort of Lowni by affault, and put the garrifon to 
the fword. He then marched down along the river, and encamped 


iy. 8o0. 


Several cities 
taken by Ti- 
mir, and the 
inhabitants 
maffucred. 


oppofite to the citadel of Delhi, pofting guards to prevent all com- Arrives be- 


munication. He immediately detached Amir Soliman Shaw, and 
Amir Jehan Shaw, to fcour the country behind him to the fouth and 
fouth eaft of the city; whilft he himfelf that very day, with feven 
hundred horfe only, croffed the river to reconnoitre the citadel. 


Mahmood Shaw and Mullu Eckbal Chan, feeing fo few in the 
retinue of Timur, iffued forth with five thoufand foot and twenty- 


* Coats ftuffed thick with cotton, worn inftead of armour. 
feven 


fore Delhi, 


which he re- 
connoltres. 
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A.D. 1397. feven elephants againft him. Mahummud Sillif, an Omrah of 

ae ee repute in Delhi, who led on the attack, was repulfed and taken 
prifoner by the Moguls. Timur ordered him to be immediately 
beheaded, and after having made the obfervations which he defign- 
ed, repaffed the river and joined his army. 


He next morning moved his camp more to the eaftward, where 
he was told, by the princes and generals of his army, that there 
were then above one hundred thoufand prifoners in his camp, who 
had been taken fince he croffed the Sind; that thefe unfortunate 
perfons had, the day before, exprefled great joy, when they faw 
him attacked before the citadel; which rendered it extremely pro- 
bable, that, on a day of battle, they would join with their country- 
men againft him. The inhuman Timur, who might have found 
other means of prevention, gave orders to put all above the age of 
fifteen to the fword, fo that, upon that horrid day, one hundred 

He maffacres thoufand men were maflacred, in cold blood. This barbarity, to- 
al Ee gether with his other actions of equal cruelty, gained him the 
aii name of Hillâk Chan, or the deftroying Prince. 


Croffes the Upon the fifth of Jemmad ul Awil, Timur forded the river with 

aiii: his army without oppofition, and encamped on the plains of Firo- 
feabad ; where he entrenched himfelf, filling the ditch with buffa- 
loes fronting the enemy, whom he faftened with ropes and picquets 
to their ftations, placing, at the fame time, ftrong guards, at proper 
diftances, behind them. 


Though the aftrologers pronounced the feventh an unlucky day, 
the king marched out of his lines, and drew up his army in order 
of battle. Sultan Mamood and Mullu Eckbal Chan, with the ar- 
my of Delhi, and one hundred and twenty elephants in mail, ad- 
vanced towards him. But upon the very firft charge of a fqua- 
dron, called the Heroes of Chighitta, the elephant-drivers were dif- 

mounted, 
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mounted, and the outrageous animals, deprived of their guides, > 1397. 
j : ig. 800. 

ran roaring back, and {pread terror and confufion among their own 

ranks. The veteran troops of Timur, who had already conquered 

half the world, improved this advantage, and the degenerate Hin- 

doos were, in a few minutes, totally routed, without making one totally de- 

f.ats the 
brave effort for their country, lives, and fortunes. The conqueror encmy, 
purfued them, with great flaughter, to the very gates of Delhi, 


near which he fixed his quarters. 


The confternation of the fugitives was fo great, that, not truft- 
ing to their walls, Sultan Mamood and Mullu Eckbal Chan, de- 
ferted, in the night, their capital; the former flying to Guzerat, who defert 
the latter taking the route of Berren. ‘Timur, having intelligence of a 
their flight, detached parties after them, one of which coming up 
with Sultan Mamood, killed a great number of his retinue, and 
took his two infant fons, Seif ul Dien and Choda Daad, prifoners. 
Timur received the fubmiffion of all the great men of the city, who 
crowded to his camp, and were promifed protection upon paying 
great contributions; and, upon the Friday following, he ordered 
the Chutba in all the mofques, to be read in his own name. Upon 
the fixteenth of the fame month he placed guards at the gates, and 
appointed the fcriviners of the city, and magiftrates, to regulate the 
contribution according to the wealth and rank of the inhabitants. 
Information was, in the mean time, lodged, that feveral omrahs and 
rich men had fhut themfelves up in their houfes, with their de- 
pendents, and refufed to pay down their fhare of the ranfom. This 
obliged Timur Shaw to fend troops into the city, to enforce the au- 
thority of the magiftrates. A general confufion, uproar, and plun- 
dering, immediately enfued, which could not be reftrained by the 
Mogul officers, who, at the fame time, durft not acquaint the king 
that their authority was contemned by the troops. 


Timur 
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“Hig. 1397- Timur was then bufy in his camp, in celebrating a grand feftival, 
on account of his victory, fo that it was five days before he received 
any intelligence of thefe proceedings. ‘The firft notice he had of 
them, was by the flames of the city; for the Hindoos, according to 
their manner, feeing their wives and daughters ravifhed and pol- 
luted, their wealth feized by the hand of rapine, and they them- 
{elves infulted, beat, and abufed, at length, by one confent, fhut 
the city gates, fet fire to their houfes, murthered their wives and 


children, and ran out like madmen againit their enemies. 


A general But little effect had the defpair of the unfortunate upon the Mo- 
mailacre- — guls, who foon collected themfelves, and began a general mafiacre. 
Some {treets were rendered impaffable, by the heaps of dead; and, 
in the mean time, the gates being forced, the whole Mogul army 
were admitted. Then followed a fcene of horror, much eafier 


to be imagined than defcribed. 


Theunpara'- ‘The defperate courage of the unfortunate Delhians, was at length 
leied misfor- ; ; : 
tunes of the COOled in theirown blood. ‘They threw down their weapons, they 


Delhians: — fubmitted themfelves like fheep to the flaughter. They permitted 
one man to drive a hundred of them prifoners before him; fo that 
we may plainly perceive, that cowardice is the mother of defpair. 
In the city the Hindoos were, at leaft, ten to one, fuperior in num- 
ber to the enemy, and had they poffeffed fouls, it would have been 
impoffhible for the Moguls, who were {fcattered about in every ftreet, 
houfe, andcorner, laden with plunder, to have refifted the dreadful 
affault. But though the Hindoos had the favage refolution of im- 
bruing their hands in the blood of their wives and children, we find 
them {till the flaves of fear, and fhrinking at the approach of that 
death, which they could fo readily execute upon others. 

coe ve This maffacre is, in the Hiftory of Nizam ul Dien Ahmud, other- 

pore paal os wife related. The collectors of the ranfom, fays he, upon the part 

Delhi. O 
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of Timur, having ufed great violence, by torture and other means, ‘nie 1397: 
to extort money, the citizens fell upon them, and killed fome of the 

Moguls. This circumftance being reported to the Mogul king, he 

ordered a general pillage, and, upon refiftance, a maflacre to com- 

mence. This account carries greater appearance of truth along 

with it, both from Timur’s general character of cruelty, and the 
improbability of his being five days clofe to the city without having 
intelligence of what paffed within the walls. 


But the race of the Mogul prince take, to this day, great pains 
to invalidate this opinion, nor do they want arguments upon their 
fide. ‘The principal one is this, that, in confequence of a general 
plunder, the king would have been deprived of the ranfom, which 
muít have been exceedingly great, and for which he only received 
the elephants and regalia. Neither have we any account of his 
taking any part of the plunder from his army afterwards, though 
it muft have been very immentfe. 


The king, after this horrid fcene, entered the city, taking to Timur enters 

himfelf one hundred and twenty elephants, twelve rhinocerofes, — 

and a number of curious animals, that had been colleéted by 

Firofe Shaw. The fine mofque, built by that prince, upon the 

{tones of which he had infcribed the hiftory of his reign, being 

efteemed a mafter-piece of architecture and tafte, took fo much 

the fancy of the conqueror, that he ordered ftone-cutters and 

mafons from Delhi to Samarcand, to build one upon the fame 

plan. 


After having ftayed fifteen days at Delhi, Timur took a fudden pemyes tO 
refolution of returning, and he accordingly marched out to Firo- Aa *i 
feabad, whither Bahadre Nahir fent him two white parrots, as cu- Firofeabad, 
riofities from Mewat, with profeffions of fubjection. The king fent 
Seid Shumfe ul Dien Turmuzi to bring him to the prefence, which 


Vou, IL C {ummons 


1Oo 


A. D. 1497. 
Hig. 800. 


and to Pani- 
put. 


Befieres and 


takes Merat. 


His progrefs 


towards the 
head of the 
Ganges, 
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f{ummons he immediately obeyed; and Chizer Chan, who had lain 
concealed in the hills, prefented himfelf at court, and was fa- 
vorably received. 


The king marching from Firofeabad arrived at Paniput, from 
whence he detached Amir Shaw Malluk, to befiege Merat, a ftrong 
fort, fituated between the rivers, about thirty crores from Delhi. 
When Amir Shaw Malluk reached the place, upon reconnoitring 
its {trength, and finding the garrifon determined to defend it, he 
mentioned in a letter to the king, that they infulted him from 
the walls, by telling him he could fucceed no better than Tirrim 
Seri Chan, the Mogul Prince, who had formerly attempted to 
take the place. 


This had the defired effet upon the king, who immediately 
marched his army againft Merat, and, without delay, began to 
fink his mines, and carry on his approaches; advancing his fap 
towards the walls, at the rate of fifteen yards every twenty-four 
hours. Elias Adyhuni, the fon of Moluna, Ahmud Jannafure, and 
Mulleck Suffi Kebire, defended the place with great refolution. 
But the Moguls having filled up the ditch, placed their {caling lad- 
ders, and faftened their hook-ropes to the wall, in fpite of all op- 
pofition ; and, without waiting for a breach, by means of the mines, 
ftormed the place, and put every foul within it to the fword. The 
mines, however, being finifhed, the king ordered them to be {fprung, 
which blew the walls and baftions into pieces. 


Timur continued his march to the fkirts of the mountains of 
Sewalic, marking his way with fire and fword. Crofling, then, the 
Ganges, he fubdued the country as high as where the river 
iflues from the mountains; returning from thence, he repaffed the 
river, and marched through the hills, where he was oppofed by 
a zemindar called Zein Dund, whom he defeated and plundered. 

He 
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Fle then continued his rout, taking feveral {mall forts in his way; A. D. 1397. 
, f Hig. 800. 

having arrived at Jimmugur, he fought the raja of that place, who 

was wounded, taken, and forced to become a Mufiulman. 


Jifferit, the brother of Shuha Gicker, who had fled to him after 
his being defeated by Timur Shaw, had by his brother been feverely 
reprimanded for oppofing the king; which having been reprefented 
to Timur, Shuha Gicker was admitted into his prefence, and 
became a great favorite. But when the king had marched on to 
Delhi, he remembered not his obedience, and in the abfence of Ti- 
mur pofiefied himfelf of Lahore. The king having returned to 
Jimbo *, Shuha Gicker refufed to fubmit to his authority. ‘The Shuha Gic- 


; . i k 
fultan fent part of his army to befiege Shuha Gicker in Lahore, E m ° 
which being taken in a few days, he was brought prifoner to the aa "i 


king, who ordered him to be inftantly beheaded. Lahore. 


We do not find that Timur appointed any king to govern Hin- 
doftan, which he had in a great meafure fubdued. He, however, 
confirmed the fubas, who had fubmitted to him, in their govern- 
ments ; and, from this circumftance, we may fuppofe, that he in- 
tended to retain the empire in his own name; though he left no 
troops behind him, except a fmall detachment in Delhi, to fecure 
it from further depredations. While he remained at Jimbo, he 
appointed Chizer Chan viceroy of Moultan, Lahore, and Dibalpoor, 
then proceeded, by the way of Cabul, to Samurcand. 


* A fort in Punjaab, three days journey north of Lahore. 


G a SE C 
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SECTION IT. 


The conclufion of the reign of Maumoop SHaw. 


A. D. 37 E city of Delhi had remained in anarchy for the {pace of 

= ae two months, when it was taken pofleffion of by Nuferit Shaw, 
with only two thoufand horfe, from Merat. Shab Chan and Mal- 
leck Almafs, with their troops and ten elephants, joined him foon 
after from the fame place ; Nuferit Shaw fent immediately Shab Chan, 
with his troops, towards Birren, againft Eckbal Chan, who had 
there taken up his refidence. But Shab Chan was attacked, 
in the night, upon his march, by the zemindars in the intereft of 
Eckbal Chan, and flain; Eckbal Chan purfuing this advantage, 
took all the baggage of Shab Chan’s army. 


This fuccefs raifing the reputation as well as fpirits of Eckbal 
Chan, he, in a few days, thought himfelf in a condition to at- 
tempt the capital, which he did with fuccefs; for Nuferit Shaw, 
Eckbal Chan Upon his approach, fled to Merat; and Eckbal Chan refumed the 
Delhi @dminiftration of affairs in the ruined city. The inhabitants, who 
had fled to different places, having ftill a natural hankering after 
their old abode, began to aflemble again, and the place, in a fhort 
time, put on the appearance of populoufnefs, efpecially the quarter 
called the New City. 


A.D. 1399. Eckbal Chan poffefied himfelf foon of the country between the 
Rg Poa two rivers, which, with a {mall diftri@t round the city, was all that 
ago hg now held of the capital. The fubas had rendered themfelves inde- 
pendent, in their own governments, during the misfortunes and 
confufion of the empire. Guzerat was feized upon by Chan Azim 
Ziffer Chan ; — Malava by Delawir Chan ;—Kinnoge, Oud, Kur- 


rah, and Jionpoor, by Sultan ul Shirk Chaja Jehan ;—Lahore, Di- 
balpoor, 
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balpoor, and Moultan, by Chizer Chan ;—Sammana by Ghalil A. at 1399. 
Chan ;—Beana by Shumfe Chan ;—Mahoba by Mahummud Chan vai 

ben Malleck Zadda Firofe; and fo on with regard to the other pro- 

vinces, the governors afferting their own independence, and {tiling 


themfelves kings. 


In the month of Jemmad ul Awil, 803, Eckbal Chan marched A. D. 1400. 
with an army from Delhi towards Biana, and defeated Shumfe Ri es a 
Chan; whofe troops joining him, he proceeded to Kittar, and after aan 
having levied a great contribution. upon the territory of Narfingh, ©" 
returned to Delhi. Intelligence was foon after brought him, that 
Chaja Jehan was dead at Jionpoor, and that his adopted fon, Kir- 
rinphil, having affumed the title of Sultan Mubarick Shaw, held that 
government. Eckbal Chan being in alliance with Shumfe Chan, 
governor of Biana, Mubarick Chan and Bahadre Nahir of Mewat, 


marched the fame year again{ft Kirrinphil. 


When he had reached the village of Pattiali, upon the banks of 
the Ganges, Rai Sere, and all the zemindars of that country, op- 
pofed him; but he defeated them, with great flaughter. After this 
victory, he marched to Kinnoge, with an intention to proceed to 
Jionpoor, and from thence to Lucknouti. Upon his march, how- f ofrated in 
ever, he was met by Mubarick Shaw, who oppofed his croffing the ck 
Ganges fo effectually, that, after repeated efforts for two months, vince of Jon- 
he was forced to abandon the undertaking, and to return to his own paa 
country. But the perfidious Eckbal, entertaining fome groundlefs A. D. 1401. 
fufpicions of Shumfe Chan and Mubarick Chan, affaffinated them His Serd, 


both upon their way back to their own governments. 


Sultan Mahmood Shaw, in the year 804, being difgufted with sultan Mah- 
Zifrer Chan at Guzerat, fled from him to Malava, and foon after, eae 
by the invitation of Eckbal Chan, returned to Delhi. He, how- 
ever, contented himfelf with a penfion, fearing that his interfering 


in 
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A. D. 1401. in the government would prove fatal to him. Advice being arrived, 
His: #04 that Mubarick Shaw was dead, at Jionpoor, Eckbal Chan, taking 
along with him Sultan Mahmood, marched again towards Kin- 
noge; upon which Sultan Ibrahim, the brother of Mubarick Shaw, 
who had mounted the throne, advanced with the troops of the Eaft 

to meet him. 


His folly. When the armies were near one another, Sultan Mahmood, diffa- 
tisfied with his condition, and having the folly to imagine that Sultan 
Ibrahim would acknowledge him king, and abdicate the throne for 
his fake, efcaped, one day, when he was out hunting, to the army 
of Ibrahim. But when that prince learned the intentions of Mah- 
mood, he even with-held from him the neceffaries of life, and inti- 
mated to him to quit the camp. Sultan Mahmood returned, in 

Made gover- great diftrefs, to Kinnoge, and was left, by Eckbal Chan, in the 

san. wall government of that city; the governor, who was formerly there on 
the part of Sultan Ibrahim, being driven out. Ibrahim, however, 
put up with this infult, and returned to Jionpoor, while Eckbal 
Chan retired to Delhi. 


A.D. 1402. In the year 805, Eckbal Chan marched againft Gualier, which 

a tae had fallen into the hands of Narfing, during the invafion of Timur, 

ek Gee and had now, upon Narfing’s death, defcended to his fon, Byram 

lier, Deo Rajaput. The fort being very ftrong, he could effe& no- 
thing againft it, but plundering the diftri@t around, he returned to 
Delhi. Brooking ill, however, this difappointment, he, in a fhort 
time, marched a fecond time againft Gualier. Byram Deo fallied 
out of the place, and engaged Eckbal Chan, but he was foon driven 
back into the fort, the fiege of which Eckbal Chan was again 
obliged to raife; and having plundered the country as before, he 
returned to Delhi. 


Eckbal 
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Eckbal Chan, in the year 807, drew his army towards Atava, Pitis oe 
and having, in feveral battles, defeated Rai Sibbiri, Rai Gualier, Atava, 
Rai Jallar, and others, who poffeffed that country, he raifed con- 
tributions there. He then turned his arms again{ft Sultan Mah- 
mood, in Kinnoge. The Sultan fhut himfelf up in the city, and andKinnoge. 
Eckbal Chan invefted it for fome time, but, not being able to 
reduce the place, he raifed the fiege, and marched towards Sam- 


mana. 


Byram Chan, a defcendant of one of the Turkifh flaves of Firofe Byram Chan, 
Shaw, had fixed himfelf in Sammana, and, upon the approach 
of Eckbal Chan, had fled to the hills of Budhoor; Eckbal 
clofely purfuing him, encamped at the fkirts of the mountains. 
Seid Alim ul Dien came to mediate matters, and a peace was foon 
patched up between the contending parties, and both joining their 
forces together, marched towards Moultan, againft Chizer Chan. 
At Tilbundi they were oppofed by Rai Daood, Camal Mai, and 
Rai Hubbu, who were defeated and taken prifoners. The perfidi- 
ous Eckbal Chan, after this victory, without any apparent reafon, 
except a defire of aggrandizing himfelf, feized upon Byram Chan, 
and ordered him to be flay’d alive. is flay’d alive. 


The death of Byram did not remain long unrevenged. Eckbal 
arriving near Adjodin, Chizer Chan met him, with the troops of 
Moultan, Punjaab, and Dibalpoor, and, upon the nineteenth of 
Jemad ul Awil the two armies engaged; Eckbal Chan was flain, and Eckbal Chan 
the world was happily rid of a perfidious and cruel villain. aes 


Dowlat Chan Lodi and Adtiar Chan, who commanded in Delhi, A. D. 1 2406. 
being informed of this event, called Sultan Mahmood from Kin- Pio a Mh- 
noge. The Sultan, coming with a fmall retinue to Delhi, reaf- mood reitor- 
fumed the throne; but, laying afide any further efforts to reduce ai 


Moultan, he fent Dowlat Chan with an army againft Byram Chan, 
who, 
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yn ps who, upon the death of the former Byram Chan, poffefied him- 


Flies from {elf of Sammana. The emperor himfelf returned back, in the 
Parina by mean time, to Kinnoge; Sultan Ibrahim marched againt him, 
patan Ibra- and, after fome fkirmifhes, obliged him to retreat to Delhi. The 

Sultan’s fpiritlefs behaviour loft him the affections of his troops, 


and they accordingly, with one confent, difperfed themfelves. 


Sultan Ibrahim, having received intelligence of this defertion, 
crofied the Ganges, and marched towards Delhi, with great ex- 
pedition. When he had reached the banks of the Jumna, he heard 
that Chan Azim Ziffer Chan of Guzerat, had taken Alip Chan, 
Suba of Mindu, and the country of Malava, and was then upon 
his march towards Jionpoor. Upon which he immediately re- 
treated, to cover the capital of his dominions, 


A.D. 1427, In the month of Rigib, 810, Dowlat Chan Lodi and Byram 
Pri Cen Chan, the Turk, came to battle near Sammana. Byram Chan 
ig by was defeated, and furrendered himfelf to Dowlat Chan; but be- 
fore the latter had enjoyed any fruits of his victory, he was him- 
felf beat back to Delhi, by Chizer Chan. Sultan Mahmood, in 
the following year, marched againft Keiwan Chan, who, upon 
the part of Chizer Chan, commanded the fort of Firofa. The 
Sultan, after levying contributions, returned ; and Chizer Chan, 
upon advice of thefe tranfactions, marched againft Delhi, and be- 
The Sultan feged Sultan Mahmood, who was neither a warrior nor a politician, 
peoe n in Firofeabad. But fortune, for this time, fupplied the want of abi- 
lities in Mahmood, for Chizer Chan being in want of forage and 


grain, was obliged to raife the fiege, and retire to Fattipoor. 


A. D. 1411. Chizer Chan, in the beginning of the year 814, returned by the 
cue ct, way of Rhotuck, a country then in the pofieffion of Sultan Mah- 
befi-ges mood, where Malleck Eéteriz and Mubariz Chan, declining hofti- 


Mahmood in 
Delhi. lities, fubmitted to his pleafure. He plundered the town of Nar- 


noul. 
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noul, and again advanced to Delhi; Mahmood Shaw fhut him- “Hig. reri 


{elf up in the old citadel of Seri, which Chizer Chan immediately 
befieged. Achtiar Chan, who commanded in Firofeabad, feeing the 
affairs of Mahmood in a defperate fituation, joined himfelf to Chi- 
zer Chan, and admitted him into the place. They then, with all 


their troops, took poffeffion of the country on the oppofite fide of 


the river, and prevented all fupplies from Sultan Mahmood. 


But that famine which they defigned for the Sultan and his ad- 
herents, recoiled upon themfelves; for a great drought had occa- 
fioned a fcarcity of provifions between the rivers, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Delhi; infomuch that Chizer Chan was, a fecond time, 


forced to raife the fiege, and retire to Fattipoor. Mahmood Shaw But retires. 


being delivered from this imminent danger, took no pains to 
{trengthen himfelf againft a future attack. He took the diverfion 
of hunting in the neighbourhood of Keitul, where he was feized 


with a fever, and died in the month of Zecada; and with him the Mahmood 


empire of Delhi fell from the race of the Turks, who were ad- 
opted flaves of Sultan Shab ul Dien Ghori, 


The difaftrous, interrupted, and inglorious reign of the weak His charac- 


les. 


Mahmood, lafted twenty years and two months. He was juft as un- —_ 


fit for the age in which he lived, as he was unworthy of better times. 
God was angry with the people of Hindoftan, and he gave them 
Mahmood, whofe only virtue was, that his folly made him infenfible, 
in a great meafure, to thofe ftrokes of fortune, which abilities much 
greater than his could not, perhaps, avert. The omrahs, foon 
after his death, elected, in his ftead, Dowlat Chan Lodi, a Patan 
by nation, and originally a private fecretary, whom Sultan Mah- 
mood had raifed to the dignity of Aziz Mumalick *. 


* An officer fomething fimilar to our Secrctary of flate. 
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S EG PFrieo N HIL 


The reign of DowLtatT CHAN LopDt. 


[De WLAT CHAN LODI being received upon the throne, 

{truck the currency in his own name, and began his admini- 
{tration in the month of Mohirrim, 816. He was immediately 
joined by Malleck Eéteriz, and Mubariz Chan, who abandoned the 
intereft of Chizer Chan. He marched, in the firft month of his 
reign, towards Kittar, and was met by Rai Narfingh, and other 
zemindars of thofe diftricts, who acknowledged his title. Arri- 
ving at the town of Battiali, Mohabut Chan, of Budaoon, came to 
meet him. 


Advices, in the mean time, arrived, that Sultan Ibrahim Shirki 
was befieging Kadir Chan, the fon of Mahmood Chan, in Calpee, 
but as the fultan had not forces enough to march to his relief, he 
returned to Delhi to recruit his army. Chizer Chan, who had been 
preparing to invade the capital, advanced, in the month of Zihidge, 
with fixty thoufand horfe, and a third time laid fiege to the citadel 
of Seri, whither Dowlat Chan had retired. After a fiege of four 
months, he obliged Dowlat Chan, upon the 1 5th of Ribbi ul Awil, 


fs taken and jn the year 817, to furrender himfelf and the citadel. ‘The emperor 


depofed b 


Chizer Chan. 


was confined in the fort of Firofa, where he died foon after. He 
reigned one year and three months. 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV: 


The reign of CHIZER Cuan BEN SOLIMAN. 


HE moft accurate hiftorians of thofe times affirm, that 
Chizer Chan was of the race of the Prophet, and confe- 
quently, what the Iflamites call a Seid. His father, Malleck Soli- 


19 


A. Ds 1414. 
ic. S17. 

Chizer Chan 

fucceeds. 


man, being a perfon of {fome diftinction, became the adopted fon of His family. 


Malleck Murdan Dowlat, a great omrah, and Suba of Moultan, 
in the reign of Firofe Shaw. Malleck Murdan Dowlat was, upon his 
death, fucceeded in his government by his own fon Malleck Shech ; 
and he foon dying, Malleck Soliman was appointed to that vice- 
royfhip, which defcended to Chizer Chan from his father. Chizer 
being defeated, as we have already obferved, by Saring Chan, and 
driven from his country, he waited upon Timur Shaw, after the 
conqueft of Delhi, and, having gained his favor, was by him re- 
inftated in his former government, with the addition of Punjaab 
and Dibalpoor. ‘This accefflion of ftrength enabled him to pave 
afterwards his way to the empire. 


Chizer Chan, upon his acceffion, conferred the title Tage ul 
Malleck, upon Malleck Joppa, and made him Vizier; and that 
of Alla ul Malleck upon Abdul Rahim, the adopted fon of Mal- 
leck Soliman, with the government of Fattepoor and Moultan. He 
thus diftributed favors, governments, and dignities among his other 
omrahs, but would not affume the imperial titles to himfelf, hold- 
ing forth, that he held the empire for Timur Shaw: and ordered 
the coin to be ftruck in his name. The Chutba, during the life of 


Does not af- 
fume the 
name of 
emperor. 
Pretends to 


Timur, was read in that conqueror’s name in the mofques; and af- hold of Ti- 


ter Timur had travelled the way of mortality, in that of Mirza 
Sharock, mentioning the name of Chizer Chan after him. He 
even {ent fometimes a tribute to Samarcand., 
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In the firt year of his reign he fent Tage ul Malleck, with an 
army, towards Kittar, which he fubdued, and drove Rai Narfingh 
to the mountains; but upon paying a tribute Rai Narfingh was 
again put in poffeflion of his country. Mohabut Chan, Suba of 
Badaoon, at the fame time came to meet Tage ul Malleck, and pro- 
mifed allegiance; and from thence he marched towards Koer, 
Kumbul, and Chidewar, and levied the revenues which were due for 
fome years before. After recovering Jellafar out of the hands of 
the Rajaputs of Chundwar, Malleck marched to Atava, which he 
brought under fubjection, by changing the adminiftration ; and 
after thefe exploits returned to Delhi. 


In the month Jemmad ul Awil of this year, a tribe of Turks, 
who were of the adherents of Byram Chan, affaffinating Malleck 
Siddic, governor of Sirhind, took poffeffion of his country. Chi- 
zer Chan fent Zirick Chan, with a powerful army, againft them ; 
and, upon his approach, the Turks croffed the Suttuluz, and re- 
treated to the hills. Zirick Chan purfued them thither ; but thofe 
mountains being a continuation of thofe of Nagracot, which were 
then poffefled by powerful zemindars, who affifted the Turks, he 
could effect nothing material againft them; and, in the end, he 
was obliged to retreat. 


Intelligence was, in the year 819, received at Delhi, that Sultan 
Ahmud Shaw, of Guzerat, had advanced to Nagore. Chizer Chan, 
muftering all his forces, marched againft him, but Ahmud Shaw, 
declining battle, turned off towards Malava. When Chizer Chan had 
reached Hanir, Elias Chan, governor of that beautiful city, which had 
been built by Sultan Alla ul Dien Chilligie, came out to meet him, 
and was honorably received. The Sultan proceeded from thence 
to Gaulier, where he levied the tribute upon the Raja, and then 
continued his march to Biana, taking tribute from Kerim ul Mu- 
luck. He after thefe tranfaétions returned to Delhi. 


In 
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In the year 820, Taan, chief of thofe Turks who had affat- ie a -pi 

finated Malleck Siddic, lay at the head of a great army before i 
Sirhind. Zirick Chan, governor of Sammana, was immediately 
difpatched by Chizer, with a ftrong force, againft the Turk who 
befieged Sirhind, and he was once more driven back to his hills; Terks again 
and a feafonable relief was accomplifhed for the empire. Zirick aes a 
Chan having, in purfuit of the enemy, reached the village of Pael, 
Taan confented to pay tribute, and gave him his fon as a hoftage, 
expelling the murderers of Malieck Siddic. Upon this pacification 
he was left in poffeflion of Jallender, and Zirick Chan returned to 
Sammana, fending the hoftage and contributions which he had 
raifed, to the royal prefence. 


The fultan, in the year 821, {fent Tage ul Malleck againft Raja Chizer in- 
Narfingh. Malleck, without ending the war, plundered and laid PEGEA ee 
watte the province of Kittar, and returned to Budaoon. Croffing 
then the river, he came to Atava, where he raifed contributions, 
and from thence returned to Delhi. Chizer went, in perfon, 
again{t the rebels of Kittar, and, upon his march, chaftifed the ban- 
ditti of Schole. He crofied the Rahib, laid wafte the country of 
Simbol and Kittar, and, without coming to battle, returned to his 


capital. 


He continued at Delhi a few days, and then moved towards Bu- 
daoon, croffing the Ganges at Pattali. Mahabut Chan being alarmed 
at his approach, fhut himfelf up in Budaoon, where the king be- 
fieged him for fix months. In the courfe of the fiege, Cawam 
Chan, Achtiar Chan Lodi, and all the old friends of Mahmood Shaw, 
formed a conf{piracy againft the life of Chizer. The fultan difcoy ering Difcovers a 
the plot, decamped from before Budaoon, and returned towards Delhi. Meee i 
He, on his way, prepared an entertainment, upon the 2oth of Jem- 
mad ul Awil, in 822, to which all the confpirators were invited, 
and the guards fetting fuddenly upon them, they were to a man af- The confpi- 


rators afiafi- 


{affinated. After nated. 
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“ae a After the fultan returned to Delhi, he was informed, that an im- 
An impoftor poftor had appeared at Matchewarrah, under the name of Saring 
Motchewar- Chan, and had, by that means, collected a great body of people to- 
sai gether. The king ordered Maleck Sultan Sheh Lodi, who, with 
the title of Iflam Chan, was, at that time, governor of Sirhind, 
Js defeated. againft him. The impoftor was defeated, driven to the hills, and 
purfued by the joint forces of Maleck Taan, governor of Jallender, 
of Zirick Chan, governor of Sammana, and of Maleck Cheir ul 
Dien, governor of the country between the rivers. The impoftor’s 
army deferted him, each man {kulking as beft he could, and private- 
ly retiring to his abode. The imperial forces having no further fer- 


vice todo, feparated, and returned to their re{pective ftations. 


Heagainap- But, in the year following, Saring Chan, the impoftor, iffued 
iii again from his hills, and having made an alliance with Maleck 
Taan, governor of Jallender, they invefted the fort of Sirhind, and 
ravaged the country as far as Munfurepoor and Pael. The king fent 
and is over- a great army again{t them, who, giving them a total defeat, drove 
ny them out of the kingdom. 


Ching nu In the year 824, Chizer Chan marched towards Mewat, taking 

dition to and deftroying the fort of Kotillah. Tage ul Maleck dying at that 

icii time, the vizarit was conferred upon his fon. The fultan turned 
from thence towards Gualier, where he raifed contributions, and 
then haftened to Attava, levying tribute on the fon of Rai Sibbere, 
who then poffeffed that country. Falling fick during his progrefs, 

Dies. he returned to Delhi, where he died on the 17th of Jemmad ul 
Awil, of this year. He reigned feven years, and a few months; 
and his death was greatly lamented by the people, being efteemed a 
juft, generous, and benevolent prince, for that age. 


S E C- 
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> EF CTioNnN V 


The reign of Moaz ut Dien AsruL Farre Sultan 
Musarickx SHAW. 


H E N Chizer Chan had, by the violence of his diforder, loft A. D. 1421. 
all hopes of recovery, he, three days before he expired, ne Sa 
appointed his eldeft fon to fucceed him in the empire. Accordingly, 

two days after the fultan’s death, Mubarick Shaw afcended the Sultan Mu- 
throne, by the title of Moaz ul Dien Abul Fatte. The new em- aie Bid 
peror made the ufual appointments, raifing Maleck Buddir, his ‘°° 
coufin, to high honours; and Maleck Rigib ben Suldivi Nadir, to 


the government of Dibalpoor and Punjaab. 





In the month of Jammud ul Awil, he received advices, that Jif- Jiffe-it in- 
ferit, the brother of Shecha Gicker, who had, the preceding year, if x —_ 
defeated and taken Sultan Ali, king of Cafhmire, upon his return 
from an expedition again{t Tatta, prefuming upon his own power 
and valour, had taken a refolution to attempt the throne of Delhi. 

He, for this purpofe, invited into his fervice Maleck Taan, who had 
fled to the mountains, and appointed him Amir ul Omrah, or com- 
mander in chief of his troops. He foon over-run the countries of 
Punjaab and Lahore, feized upon Zirick Chan, governor of Jallen- 
der, by perfidious means, after which he took the place; and im- 


mediately thereafter befieged Iflam Chan in Sirhind. 


Sultan Mubarick Shaw, though the folftitial rains were then in rhe fatan 
their height, marched from Delhi, and upon his approach to Sir- a ry e d 
hind, Jifferit raifed the fiege, and retreated to Ludhana. Zirick i A him 
Chan, at that place, found means to efcape from him, and join the 
king. The ei:speror advanced towards Ludhana and Jifferit, crof- 
fing the Suttuluz, encamped on the oppofite bank; having firft pof- 
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ile ke 3 feffed himfelf of all the boats upon the river, which circumftance 
obliged Mubarick to halt, till the water fhould fall at Kabulpoor, 
Jiilerit, in the mean time, being determined to oppofe his paffage. 
Upon the 11th of Shuwal, Maleck Secunder Topha Vizier, Zirick 
Chan, Mahmood Haffen, Maleck Callu, and other omrahs, ac- 
cording to the fultan’s order, made a forced march, and forded the 
river, the Sultan himfelf following them clofe to fupport them with 
the body of the army. Jifferit, by this means, was thrown into 
confufion, and turned his face to flight. The Sultan kept clofe to 
his heels, flew, in the purfuit, a great many of the enemy, and 
took all their baggage. 


Jifferit, after this defeat, took refuge in the mountains, in a very 
diftreffed condition. But Rai Bimé of Jimmu, having direéted the 
king’s army to Bile, a {trong fort into which Jifferit had thrown him- 
felf, he fled to another place, but was purfued with great flaughter, 

Mobarick and Mubarick Shaw, in the Mohirim, of 825, direéted his march to 


rebuilds La 


hore, “se iq Lahore, ordered the ruined palaces and fortifications to be repaired, 
turns to Del- 


hi. and, appointing Malleck Haffen governor, returned to Delhi. 
Jiffcrit be- Jifierit, collecting his fcattered forces, took the field again, and in- 
teges La- 


hore wizhe ut vetted Lahore for five months, without fuccefS. He then raifed the 
fiege, retired to Callanore, and fell upon Rai Bimé, for having given 
affiftance to the king; but the action, which enfued between them, 
being undecifive, Jiflerit went to the banks of the Bea, and began 

to recruit his army. 


In the mean time, Malleck Secunder Topha, who had heen fent 
to fuccour Lahore, joined by Malleck Rigib, governor of Debal- 
poor, and by Iflam Chan Lodi, governor of Sirhind, advanced to- 
wards Jifierit, and obliged him to crofs the Ravi and Chinaab, and 
is obliged w to take {helter among the hills. Secunder Topha marched along the 
in the moun- Ravi to Callanore; and, upon the frontiers of Jimmu, Rai Bimé 


talus. * « 
joined 


` 
Cs 
G 
= * . 
i 7 4 x 
a > ] 
* 
Er 


THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 2; 


joined him, and leading the imperial troops through the hills, where oo a. 
the Gickers were concealed, fome thoufands of that unhappy peo- 
ple were put to the fword, and Topha returned to Lahore. 


Thefe fucceffes prevailed upon the king to appoint Topha vice- 
roy of Lahore, and to recall Haffen. But, in the year eight hun- 
dred and twenty fix, the Sultan deprived him of the vizarit, 
and conferred it upon Surur ul Muluck, whom he difpatched 
again{t the Hindoos of Kittar. The emperor himfelf followed. that 
general with a greater army. ‘The inhabitants of Kittar were fub- fulan tho 
dued, and a great tribute exacted from them. The Sultan having vades Kittar. 
fettled affairs with Mahabut Chan, governor of Budaoon, commanded 
him to march againft the tribe of Toor, whom that general 
plundered, and took prifoners toa man. The Raja of Attava hav- 
ing, at this time, withdrawn himfelf from the king’s camp, Sultan 
Mubarick purfued him to that place, and befieged him there. But 
terms of peace were fettled between them, and the Raja’s fon given 
as a hoftage for his father’s future good behaviour. The king, after 
thefe tranfactions, returned to Delhi. 





Malleck Hafen was, about this time, appointed Buxthi, or pay- 
matter and commander in chief of the troops. Jifferit, unconquered 
by his misfortunes, raifed again his head, and, having defeated and 
flain Rai Bimé, by a freth acquifition of reputation and wealth, raifed 
an army of Gickers, with which he again attempted the conquett of 
Delhi. Having ravaged the countries of Lahore and Debalpoor, he 
collected together very confiderable plunder, but when Malleck Se- 
cunder Topha advanced againit him, he did not chufe to rifque a 
battle, and therefore retired, with his {poils, to the hills, where he 
bufied himfelf in recruiting his army for another atteinpt. 


In the mean time, Jifferit made an alliance with Amir Ali, a 


Mogul Omrah, a fubje& of Mirza Sharoch, who refided at Cabul. 
¥ot. II, E Ife 
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He perfuaded Amir Ali to make an incurfion into the territories of 
Seitan, Backer, and Tatta, to draw off the king’s attention from 
Delhi, and {fo to facilitate his own fchemes. Malleck Alla ul Dien, 
regent of Moultan, dying about this time, and the news of Amir 
Als incurfion being noifed abroad, the fultan, without delay, fent 
Malieck Mahummud Haffen, with the army, towards Moultan. 
Sultan Hicfhung, raja of Malava, had, in the fame year, invefted 
Gualier, which obliged Sultan Mubarick Shaw to raife all the forces 
of thofe provinces, and to march againft him; levying, on his way, 
contributions upon Amir Chan, of Biana. 





Sultan Hofhung, upon the approach of Mubarick, croffed the 
Chumbul, and fat down on the oppofite bank. Mubarick Shaw 
having, in the mean time, found another ford, croffed the river with 
great expedition, attacked Hofhung in his camp, took many prifo- 
ners, and a part of the enemy’s baggage. ‘The prifoners being 
found to be Mahommedans, were difmiffed by the king. Hofhung 
thought it then advifeable to compound all differences, by paying 
down a fum of money to the fultan; upon which he was permitted 
to withdraw towards Dhar. Mubarick Shaw having tarried for fome 
time in that place, to levy contributions upon the neighbouring Ze- 
mindars, returned, in the month of Rigib, eight hundred and 
twenty feven, to Delhi. 


The fultan, next year, made a motion towards Kittar, where Rai 
Narfingh came to the banks of the Ganges, to pay his refpects to 
him; but as he did not pay the revenues of his territory, for three 
years back, he was confined for a few days, till his accounts were 
fettled, and then he was releafed. ‘The fultan croffed the river, 
chaftifed fome riotous Zemindars, and returned to Delhi. He did 
not remain there many days, before he drew his army towards 
Mewat, from whence he drove the rebels to the hills, and ravaging 
their country, returned to Delhi; and permitting his omrahs to re- 

tire 
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g —— S . dae D. taas, 
tire to their jagiers, he gave himfelf up to pleafure and fef fie, aes 
tivity. 


But the inhabitants of Mewat, rendered more defperate and Difurbance, 
diftreffed by the king’s bad policy, in ruining their country, were" aise 
obliged to prey upon their neighbours, and to infeft all the adja- 
cent countries. ‘This circumftance obliged the king, in the year 
eight hundred and twenty nine, to collect again an army to fubdue 
them. Upon his approach, Jillu and Kiddu, the grandfons of Bad- 
hader Nahir, retreated to the hills of Alwar, where they defended 
the paffes with great bravery. Being, at length, reduced to great 
diftrefs, they furrendered themfelves, were imprifoned, their country 
was again ravaged, and the {fultan returned to Delhi. 


But the diftreffes of the people of Mewat did not render them oe 
peaceable fubjects. The fultan, after a recefs of four months only, 
was again obliged to turn his arms again{t them, and to carry fire 
and {word through their whole country. He proceeded as far as 
Biana, where, after the death of Amir Chan, his brother Ma- 
hummud held the chief fway. Upon the approach of the {fultan, 
Mahummud fhut himfelf up in the city, which he held ovt 
againit the king fixteen days; but, upon the defertion of the greateft 
part of the garrifon, he furrendered at difcretion, and was, with a 
rope about his neck, brought into the prefence. The fultan de- 
livered the city to the care of Muckbul Chan, and fent Mahummug 
and his family to Delhi, To Malleck Cheir ul Dien Topha he 
gave in charge the town of Sikri, known now by the name of 
Fattipoor, marched to Gualier, raifed contributions there, and re- 
turned to Delhi. He removed, at that time, Mahummud Hafen 


from the government of Moultan to that of F irofa, beftowing the 
former upon Malleck Rigib Nadir. 
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e 423: During thefe tranfactions Mahummud Chan found means to 
ig. 7. 


Bahonmenenl efcape, with his family, to Mewat, and collecting a confiderable 
efcapes, and force, took the city of Biana, in the abfence of Muckbul Chan, 
nasal on an expedition to Mahaban. The fultan difpatched Malleck Mu- 
bariz, whom he appointed to that government, to drive Mahum- 
mud Chan from thence. Mahummud retircd into the fort, when 
Malleck Mubariz took poffeffion of the country. After a few days 
fiege he left the defence of the place to fome trufty friends, and, 
Flies toSul- iffuing out himfelf, efcaped to Sultan Ibrahim Shirki, who was ad- 


hi 
an raam vancing with an army againft Calpee. 


Kadir Shaw, governor of Calpee, upon this occafion fent ex- 
prefies to Delhi, for fuccours. Mubarick Shaw haftened to his re- 
lief, and having reached Aterawli, detached Malleck Mahummud 
Haffen, with ten thoufand horfe, againft Muchtifs Chan, the brother 
of Sultan Shirki, who was in motion with aconfiderable force to 
reduce Attava. This detachment, however, encountering Muchtifs, 
drove him back to his brother, and Mahummud Haffen returned 
to the army. 


Sultan Shirki advanced along the banks of the Black River to 
Burhanabad, from thence to the village of Raberi, and fo on to 
the banks of Kinhire, where he encamped. Mubarick Shaw, in 
the mean time, croffing the Jumna, near Chundwar, encamped 
within five crores of the enemy. Both armies remained in their 
trenches for the fpace of twenty-two days, during which time, 

Sultan Shirki flight fkirmifhes daily happened between them. Sultan Shirki, 

avainft Mu- however, upon the feventh of Jemmad ul Achir, marched out of 

an his camp, and offered battle to the king. Mubarick Shaw, though 
he declined to rifque his own perfon, ordered out his army to op- 
pofe Shirki, under the command of his Vizier Surur ul Muluck, 
Seid ul Sadit, and Seid Sallam. 





The 
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The action commenced, with great fury, about noon, and night "tie. ari 


parted the combatants ; both armies retreating to their refpećtive a > 
camps. Sultan Shirki, however, marched off, in the morning, tO- A drawn bat- 
wards Jionpoor, while Mubarick Shaw, contenting himiclf with ai 

the advantage he had gained, returned towards Gualier, crofling the 

river at Hitgaut. Having received there the ufual prefents, he turned 

off towards Biana, into which Mahummud Chan had again thrown 

himfelf, after the battle. He made a gallant defence, but was 

again obliged to capitulate, and had leave to go whitherivever he 

pleafed. Mahummud Hafen was left in the government of that pro- 

vince; and on the fifteenth of Shaban, eight hundred and thirty 

one, Sultan Mubsrick returned victorious and triumphant to Delhi. Moraties 


He there feized Malleck Kuddu Mewati, who had joined himfelf Delhi. 
to Sultan Shirki, and ordered him to be put to death. 


In the month of Zicada the fultan received advices, that Jifferit Jifleri be- 
liad fat down before Callanore, after having defeated Malleck Se- anes ties 
cunder, who had marched again{ft him, and driven him back to 
Lahore. Mubarick Shaw fent an order to Zirick Chan, governor 
of Samana, and Iflam Chan, who commanded at Sirhind, to join 
Malleck Secunder; but, before their arrival, he had marched to- 
wards Callanore, and defeated Jifferit in his turn ; depriving him of is defeated. 


all the plunder he had acquired in that province. 


Sultan Mubarick Shaw marched to Mewat, in the month of Mo- sultan Mu- 
hirrim, eight hundred and thirty two, and entirely fubdued that seca Petal 
country, obliging the inhabitants to pay a regular tribute. In the 
mean time advices arrived at Delhi, that Malleck Rigib Nadir 
was dead, upon which, the fultan conferred the title of Ameid ul 
Muluck upon Mahummud Haffen, who had fettled the affairs of 
Biana, and fent him governor to Moultan. The fultan, in the fol- 
lowing year, proceeded to Gualier, which country he ravaged, 
and carried off fome thoufands of the poor inhabitants into flavery. 


Turning 
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“Hig. sig Turning then his forces towards Raberi, he wrefted that country 
from the fon of Haffen Chan, gave it to Malleck Humza, and after- 
wards returned to Delhi. Seid Allum dying by the way, his eldeft 
fon had the title cf Seid Chan conferred upon him, and the youngeft 
that of Suja ul Muluck, together with all the wealth of their father, 
which was very great; though, according to the cuftom of Hin- 
doflan, it thould become the property of the king. 


Ingratitude Thefe favours, however, did not fecure the faith of the fons of 
a [og Seid Allum, for they fent Fowlad, a Turkifh flave, to Tibberhind, 
to ftir up privately, in their name, an infurrectionthere. They had 
formed hopes, it is faid, that they might be fent with a force to fup- 
prefs the rebellion, and fo have an opportunity to join the rebels. 
But the plot was difcovered, and both imprifoned; while, in the 
mean time, Malleck Eufuph and Rai Ibbu, were fent to Tibberhind 
to confifcate their eftates, and fupprefs the difturbance raifed by 


Fowlad. 


Rebellion of | owlad entering into a negotiation, lulled into a negligent fecu- 
— rity the imperial generals, and fallying one night from his fort, fur- 
prized their camp. He was, however, fo warmly received by the 

king’s troops, that he was foon driven back. This did not deter him 

from making another effort next night, at the fame time making a 

great difcharge of artillery from the works, which ftruck a panic 

into the imperial troops, who took immediately to their heels, leay- 

Mubarick ing their camp ftanding, with all their baggage. Sultan Mubarick, 
aad him: Upon receiving advice of that difafter, was conftrained to march to- 
wards Tibberhind in perfon. The rebel daily gathered ftrength, and 

the king was obliged to call Ameid ul Muluck from Moultan, and 

feveral other governors, to join him. Every thing for the expedi- 

tion being prepared, the fultan {topped at Surfutti, and difpatched 

the greateft part of his army to inveft the fort of Tibberhind. Fow- 

tad fent a meffage to the imperial camp, importing, that he had 

great 





g: O 
S; 7 A 
= J . sN 
EE D E) gi ipa) 
A Qee JE) 
. * > 
za A 
Eai nor, 


THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


great confidence in Ameid ul Muluck, and faid, that if he flould be “Hig. 4 


fent with promile of pardon, he himfelf would deliver up the place. 
The fultan accordingly fent Ameid ul Muluck to Tibberhind, where 
Fowlad met him a little without the gate. Having accordingly re- 
ceived affurances of pardon, he promifed to give up the place the 
next day. But one of Ameid ul Muluck’s attendants, who was of 
Fowlad’s acquaintance, told him privately, that though Ameid ul 
Muluck was a man of ftri& honour, and would certainly adhere to 
his promife, yet the king might not be fo tender of preferving his, 
and that it was very probable he might bring Fowlad to punithment. 
Fowlad, after the conference was over, revolved this intimation in 
his own mind, and repented ferioufly of his promife; and, therefore, 
as he had both money and provifions, he determined to hold out to 
the laft. 


The fultan feeing that the taking of the place would be a work of Befiegeshim. 


time, and that there would be no occafion for fo great an army to 
befiege it, he permitted Ameid ul Muluck to return with the forces 
of Moultan, and leaving Iflam Chan Lodi, Cummal Chan, and Rai 
Firofe, to carry on the fiege, he himfelf retired to Delhi. Fowlad 
having held, out fix months, he was greatly diftrefled, and faw no 
means of extricating himfelf, but by an alliance with Amir Shech 
Ali, governor of Cabul, on the part of Mirza Sharoch, the Mogul 
king. He fent, for this purpofe, meffengers to him, with large pro- 


mifes for his affiftance. As Sultan Mubarick Shaw had taken no mhe g 
pains to keep upon good terms with the Mogul, the latter left Ca- hate a dai 
guis. 


bul, and, being in his way joined by the Gickers, croffed the Bea, 
and ravaged the countries of thofe omrahs who carried on the fiege ; 
and advancing towards Tibberhind, the imperial army decamped and 
fled. Fowlad, for this fignal fervice, gave to Shech Ali two lacks of 
rupees, and other prefents ; and having given to him all the charge 
of his family, exerted himfelf in repairing the fortifications, and 
laying in provifions and ammunition. 


Amir 
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Amir Shech Ali, croffing the Suttuluz, committed cruel depre- 
dations upon the unhappy country, acquiring of plunder twenty 
times the value of the fubtidy which he had received from Fowlad. 
Advancing then to Lahore, he raifed the ufual tribute from Se- 
cunder Topha, then returned towards Dibalpoor, defolating the 
country wherever he went ; infomuch that forty thoufand Hindoos 
were computed to have been maffacred, betides a greater number 
carried away prifoners. Ameid ul Muluck pofted him&If to oppofe 
Ali, at the town of Tilbanna, but he gave him the flip, and went 
to Chitpoor, when Ameid ul Muluck received the fultan’s orders to 
retreat to fave Moultan. The flight of the imperial army encou- 
raged the enemy to follow them beyond the Ravi, and to lay wafte 
the country, to within ten crores of Moultan. Ali defeated there 
Ilam Chan Lodi, who had been left to ftop his progrefs. 


From thence the Moguls advanced to Cheirabad, within three 
crores of the city, and the next day, which was the fourth of 
Ramzan, they made an afiault upon the place, but were beat back. 
They continued, however, from their camp to make daily excurfions 
towards the city, putting all whom they could meet to the fword. 


The fultan being informed of thefe tranfactions, fent Fatte Chan 
and Mubarick Chan of Guzerat, with Zirick Chan, Malleck Calla 
Shenipile, Malleck Eufoph, Kummal Chan, Rai Hibbu, and other 
omrahs of diftinction, to fuccour Ameid ul Muluck; who, upon 
being joined by all thefe with their forces, went out, and offered 
battle to Ali. Ali did not decline it, and a furious confli& enfued, 
in the beginning of which the Moguls gained fome advantage. 
However, upon the death of Fatte Chan, the gale of fortune 
changed, and blew with the ftandards of Hindoftan. Shech Ali, 
at one ftroke, played away all his gains, efcaping, with a few at- 
tendants only, to Cabul, his whole army being either killed or 
drowned in the Geluim, in their precipitate flight. 


Ameid 
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Ameid ul Muluck, having purfued the runaways to Shinnore, “tlie. “bd 


returned viétorious to Moultan, and the omrahs, who had fuccoured 

him, repaired, by the king's orders, to Delhi; and foon after, the 

fultan, jealous of the fuccefs of Ameid ul Muluck, called him alfo 

to court. Jifferit took advantage of his abfence, croffed the Gelum, Jifferit in- 
Ravi, and Bea, and fought Malleck Secunder Topha, near Jillen- a aon 
der, defeated and took him prifoner, with all his treafure and bag- 

gage. He forthwith advanced and befieged Lahore. Shech Ali, Senepes La- 
at the fame time, at the inftigation of Jiflerit, made another incur- 

fion towards Moultan, and, having taken Tilbunna, by capitulation, 

he broke his word, plundered the place, maffacred all the men able 

to bear arms, and carried their wives and children into captivity, 


laying the town in ruins. 


Fowlad, taking alfo advantage of thefe difturbances, marched out 
of Tibberhind, and invading the country of Rai Firofe, defeated him. 
Sultan Mubarick Shaw thought it now high time to march from Delhi. 
He, accordingly, upon the firft of Jemmad ul Awil, eight hundred and sultan Mu- 
thirty-five, took the route of Lahore, appointing Malleck Surur, his aa 
vizier, governor of that place, and to command in the van of his army. 
Malleck Su:dr arriving at Sammana, Jifferit raifed the fiege of La- 
hore, and retreated to the hills. Shech Ali haftened back to Cabul, 
and Fowlad again fhut himfelf up in Tibberhind. The Sultan, upon 
this, took the government of Lahore from the vizier, and gave it to 
Nuferit Chan Birkandaz; then returning, encamped near Panniput, 
on the banks of the Jumna, fending Ameid ul Muluck with a part 
of the army to fupprefs fome infurrections about Gualier, and Mal- 
leck Surtr to befiege Tibberhind; he himfelf returning to Delhi. 


In the month of Zihidge, Jifferit advanced again to Lahore, and mubarick 
commenced hoftilities againft Nuferit Chan, which obliged the fultan, seaintt iff 
in the year eight hundred and thirty-fix, to march from Delhi as far as ™* 
Sammana. Intelligence was brought to him in that place of the death 
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of his mother, Muchduma Jehan, and he immediately returned, with 
a few attendants; and, after performing the funeral obfequies, went 
back to his army. After his arrival in the camp, he fuddenly 
changed his refolution, and turned back towards Mewat, conferring 
the government of Lahore upon Malleck Alleh Daad Lodi, who pro- 
mifed to expel Jifferit. But Jiflerit, upon hearing of the fultan’s return, 
was joined by a great body of Gickers, who imagined that his af- 
fairs bore a better afpect, fo that he was in a condition to receive Al- 
leh Daad Lodi, whom he defeated. 


The fultan having received the news of this overthrow, and alfo 
that Shech Ali, governor of Cabul, was coming towards ‘Tibberhind, 
took again the rout of Punjaab, fending before him Ameid ul Muluck 
to reinforce the omrahs who were befieging Tibberhind. Upon 
his approach, Malleck Shech Ali, who ftood in awe of him, laid 
afide his intentions of coming to Tibberhind, and turned away, by 
forced marches, towards Lahore, which he furprized, and began a 
horrid fcene of maffacre and depredation. But hearing that the fultan 
had reached Tilbundi, Ali left a garrifon of two thoufand men in the 
place, and retreated towards Cabul, ravaging the country in his way, 
and leaving his nephew, Muziffer, in the fort of Shinnore. 


The fultan, a fecond time advanced Malleck Secunder Topha, 
who had ranfomed himfelf, to the government of Lahore, Dibalpoor, 
and Jillender, upon which he advanced and laid fiege to the city. 
He took it by capitulation, and permitted the garrifon to retire to 
Cabul. He immediately croffed the Ravi, near Tilbundi, and in- 
vefted Shinnore. Malleck Muziffer held up in that place the ftan- 
dard of oppofition for a whole month, but being hard preffed, he 
capitulated, by giving his daughter to the fultan, and paying a great 
ranfom for his liberty. Mubarick left a great part of his army at 
Dibalpoor, and, witha felect body, marched himfelf to Moultan to 
vifit the tombs of the faints, from whence he returned in a few 

days 
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days to his camp. He, at this time, turned Secunder’Topha again out A: = 


of his government of Lahore, and gave it to Ameid ul Muluck, and 
returned with great expedition to Delhi. Being jealous of the power 
of Surir ul Malleck, the vizier, he joined Kammal ul Dien with 
him in the vizarit; and, the latter being efteemed a man of {fuperior 
abilities, he foon gained the favour of his fovereign and the people. 


Surûr ul Malleck became diffatisfied, and began to project treafon. A oa aaa 


. . a . ` Š orme 
Having gained over Sidarin and Sidpal, two great Hindoo chiefs againft the 
fultan. 


of the tribe of Kittrie, Miran Sidder, deputy to the Aziz Muma- 
lick, Cafi Abdul Summud, lord of the private chambers, and 
others, they watched an opportunity to affaffinate the king. 


About this time, Mubarick Shaw had ordered a city to be founded 
upon the banks of the Jumna, calling it Mubarick Abad, and made 
an excurfion towards Tibberhind, as it were to take the diverfion of 
hunting. Having, on the way, received advices that Tibberhind 
was taken, and being prefented with the head of Fowlad, he re- 
turned to Mubarick Abad. He there received intelligence that war 
was carrying on between Sultan Ibrahim Shirki, and Sultan Hofhung 
Malavi, near Calpie, which was a very agreeable piece of news to 
Mubarick Shaw, who fought an opportunity to expel Sultan Shirki 
from his dominions. He therefore gave orders to mufter his army, 
and pitching his tent without the city, delayed a few days in regu- 
lating and colleéting his forces, during which time he continued to 
vifit the new works without fear of danger, having never given of- 
fence to his nobility, except in changing or turning them out of 
their governments when they mifbehaved. 


Upon the ninth of the month of Rigib, in the year eight hundred He is aman. 


and thirty-feven, according to his cuftom, he went to worfhip at a "ated. 


new mofque which he had built at Mubarick Abad, with only a 
few attendants. The confpirators rufhed in, in armour, with drawn 
F 2 {words 


. 1432. 
Hig. 836. 
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A. D. 1433. {words upon him, and bafely affaffinated him. Surutr ul Malleck 





Hic. 837. 
= e having previoufly fettled matters with Sultan Mahummud, one of 
the grandfons of Chizer Chan, raifed that prince to the throne. 
His charac- Mubarick Shaw reigned thirteen years, three months, and fix- 
| teen days. He was efteemed a man of parts, juft and benevolent, 
and, though no great warrior, had he lived in a virtuous age, there 
is no doubt but he poffeffed talents which might render him worthy 
of a throne. 
SECTION VL 
The reign of Sultan Manummup Suaw BEN FERID Cuan 
BEN CHIZER CHAN. 
Mahummud CCORDING to the cuftom of the world, which cannot 
7 ooo fubfift without rule, the fame day that Sultan Mubarick Shaw 


was fent to eternity, Mahummud Shaw was eftablifhed upon the 
throne. The ungrateful affaffin, Surir ul Malleck, received the 
title of Chan Jehan, and feized upon the king’s treafure, regalia, 
and other effeéts, difcharging all the old omrahs from office, and 
appointing new ones, who might, in time, ferve his ambitious 


VIEWS. 


The omrahs Kummal ul Malleck, and other omrahs, who were in the camp, 
difguife their having confulted among themfelves, upon hearing of the king’s 
death, refolved, rather than kindle a civil war in the country, 

to bear with the times, to pay allegiance to the new king, and to 

wait a more proper and more certain opportunity of taking revenge 

upon the confpirators. They came into the city and paid their com- 

pliments to Mahummud Shaw. T he farft preferments, which the 

vizier 
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vizier gave away to facilitate his future fchemes, was to appoint “Hig, 3433" 
the two Hindoo confpirators to the governments of Biana, Amrohi, The vizier’s 
Narnoul, and Coram; and Miran Sidder, with the title of Moain ul 7” 
Malleck, was prefented with a very confiderable jagier. The fon of 

Seid Salem was dignified with the title of Chan Azim Seid Chan, 

and the government of feveral countries were conferred upon him. 

But the omrahs, and dependants of Mubarick Shaw, were, by tricks 

and falfe accufations, killed, imprifoned, banifhed, robbed, or turned 

out of office. 


A {lave of Surir ul Malleck, whofe name was Rana Shcch, was 
fent collector of the revenues to Biana, but Eufoph Chan Lodi 
fought and flew him near that place. At the fame time fome of oe 
the omrahs of Mubarick Shaw and of Chizer Chan, who faw that 
there was a defign on foot to deprive them of their jagiers, parti- 
cularly Malleck Chimun, governor of Budaoon, Malleck Alleh Daad 
Lodi, who commanded at Simbol, Meer Ali of Guzerat, and 
Amir Shech, the Turk, erected the fpear of rebellion, upon which 
the vizier, deceived by the behaviour of Kummal ul Malleck, gave 
him the command of the army, and fent Chan Azim Sidarin, and 
his own fon Eufoph, along with him, to fupprefs the rebels. But 
when they came to the village of Birren, Kummal ul Malleck in- 
tended to take revenge on Sidarin and Eufoph, for the murder of 
the king. He therefore acquainted Malleck Allah Daad Lodi of 
his refolutions, who, for that reafon, made no motion towards 
them. This defign being, however, difcovered to the vizier, he 
fent Malleck Hofhiar, his own flave, with a great army, under 
pretence of fuccours, with private inftructions, to prevent the 
effects of the plot. Kummal ul Malleck, however, had, at Ahare, 
joined his forces with Malleck Alla Daad Lodi, before the rein- 
forcement, under the vizier’s flave, arrived. Hofhiar, hearing of The vizier’s 
this junction, thought that there was no fafety for him, and he, ~ ” aan 
therefore, fied, with Eufoph and Sidarin, to Delhi. Kummal ul 


Malleck 
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“Hie. Ht Malleck immediately fent to call the difaffeéted omrahs, who joined 
and march to him without delay, fo that, upon the laft of Ramzan, he moved, 


Delhi. 
with a great army, towards Delhi. 


> kea The vizier fhut himfelf up in the citadel of Seri, which he held 
the citadel. Out three months; but as the party of Kummal ul Malleck daily 
gaified ftrength and reputation, he was driven to great diftrefs. 
The fultan Sultan Mahummud Shaw, perceiving that his own affairs would be 
plots againft i . RT “1° 
hiin. ruined, if he fhould adhere to the vizier, endeavoured to conciliate 
matters with the befiegers, and, at the fame time, fought an oppor- 


tunity of making his efcape, or cutting off the vizier. 


The vizier difcovering this plot, defigned to be beforehand with 
the fultan; accordingly, upon the eighth of Mohirrim, with the 
fons of Miran Sidder, and with fome of his own adherents, he broke 

— into the king’s apartment. But Mahummud, having fufpected him 
of {fuch intentions, had privately a guard at hand, who, on a fignal 
given, rufhed upon the confpirators. They immediately betook 

Is fain,  themfelves to flight; but the vizier was cut to pieces, as he was ruth- 
ing out of the door, and thus met the fate which he defigned 
for his lord. The fons of Miran Sidder, and the reft of the affaf- 
fins, were taken, and put to death, while Malleck Hothiar and 
Malleck Mubarick, who were parties concerned, were publickly 
executed. The Kittries, and other adherents of Surir ul Malleck, 
afraid of themfelves, rofe up in arms. The king was obliged to 
{hut himfelf up, ordering the Bagdat-gate to be thrown open to 
the befiegers, who, rufhing in accordingly, began a dreadful maf- 

Ponifhment facre among the rebels, till they entirely fubdued them. Such 

of the mur- 45 remained alive were bound and {facrificed at the tomb of Sul- 


derers of Mu- 
barick. tan Mubarick Shaw. 


Theomrahs Kummal ul Malleck, and the other omrahs, fwore allegiance the 
{wear alie- : : 
giance to next day, for the fecond time, to Mahummud Shaw; Malieck 


Mahu.nmu a j 
Shaw. aving 
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having the title of Kummal Chan, with the vizarit conferred upon “tig he i 
him, Malleck Chimun being dignified with the title of Ghazi Mal- 
leck, and a jagier. The other omrahs were confirmed in their 

former offices, governments, and eftates. 


When matters were completely fettled at Delhi, the king, by The fultan 
- - j r a'cile: to- 
the advice of his counfellors, made a campaign towards Moultan, wards Mccl- 


and encamping near Mubarickpoor, gave orders to draw together “*”” 
his army from all the provinces. Many of the omrahs, being in- 
timidated, delayed to repair to the imperial ftandard till A:ncid ul 
Mauluck arrived from Moultan, adding power to enforce the royal 
commands, by a numerous army, which he brought with him. 
All the other provincial omrahs haftened to the camp, and were 
honored with drefies, and other marks of favor and diftin&tion. The 
{ultan moved towards Moultan, to make a parade with his army, 


and, having vifited the tombs of the faints, returned to his capital. 


In the year eight hundred and forty, he marched towards Sam- and to Sax- 
mana, and detached a part of his army againft Jifferit, the Gicker, 7" 
who was raifing difturbances. The country of Jifferit was plundered, 
and the king returned to Delhi, where he gave himfelf up entirely to Gives him- 
pleafure, neglecting all the cares ard neceffary affairs of government. ae wea 
The accounts of the fultan’s luxurious indolence foon affected the ftate. Pere- 
Diffatisfaction began to appear firít in Moultan, where a tribe of A revelt in 
Patans, called Linga, rofe in rebellion. At the fame time, Malleck iiti 
Beloli Lodi, who, after the death of his uncle, Ifam Chan, became 
governor of Sirhind, without any orders, pofieffled himfelf of the 
city and diftricts of Lahore and Debalpoor, with all the country 


back to Panniput. 


The fultan receiving intelligence of this revolt, fent his whole Malleck Re- 
, i i loli def 
army againít him, who drove him back to the hills. In the retreat me aand a 


many chiefs of diftinftion were put to the fword, but Malleck Be- “*"” 
loli 
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“tie. ei loli recruited his army, and, when the fultan’s forces were with- 
drawn, he again poffefied himfelf of all the countries from which 
they had driven him. The fultan, this time, fent Hliffam Chan, 
the vizier’s deputy, againft him, who was defeated, and beat back 
to Delhi; upon which, Malleck Beloli wrote to the fultan, that if 
he would put Hifam Chan to death, who, by his intrigues, had 
been the occafion of this rebellion, he would lay down his arms. 


The fultan’s The fultan was weak enough to liften to this arrogant propofal, 
os pe is ° and accordingly gave orders for the death of Hiffam Chan. He alio 
deprived Kummal Chan of the vizarit, and conferred it upon Ha- 
mid Chan, appointing another perfon deputy, with the title of Hif- 
ac esate fam Chan. The governors of the provinces obferving this pufillani- 
fubje@s. mous and impolitic behaviour of the king, predicted his deftruction, 
and endeavoured to fecure their own independency; while the fub- 
a pte AA jets and zemindars, forefeeing the convulfions that muít have 
infued in the ftate, with-held their rents, in hopes that they might 


be pafed over, in the general confufion, 


A, D: al Sultan Ibrahim Shirki poffeffed himfelf of feveral diftricts adjoin- 
j ing to his dominicns, and Sultan Mahmood Chillegi, king of Malava, 
made an attempt on the capital; and, in the year eight hundred and 

forty four, advanced within two crores of the city. Mahummud Shaw, 

ftruck with terror in this urgent fituation of affairs, imprudently fent an 

embafly to Malleck Beloli Lodi, to beg his affiftance. Beloli ac- 
cordingly, with twenty thoufand Perfian horfe, came to Delhi; 

Tor DE Mahummud Shaw, though his army was greatly fuperior to the 
arok beha- enemy, was afraid to take the field by himfelf, but committed the 
ice: — charge of the whole to his omrahs, and repofed himfelf in the Ha- 
ram. The omrahs, according to orders, advanced with the army 


grat the enemy, Malieck Beloh leading the van. 


When 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 41 


When Sultan Mahmood Chilligi was given to underftand, that “Hie. ei 
the king of Delhi was not prefent, he thought it was meant as an 
affront to him; and, to be on a footing with Mahummud, he com- 
mitted the charge of his army to his fons Yeaz ul Dien and Kuddir 
Chan. The two armies having engaged, the troops of Delhi gave A drawn bat- 
way, and left Malleck Beloli alone to difpute the field, which he se 
maintained with invincible refolution, till the fugitives, afhamed of 
their behaviour, returned to the action. Night, however, coming 
on, the victory was left undecided. Sultan Mahmood Chilligi be- 
ing greatly frightened by a dream that night, and having heard, in 
the morning, that Sultan Ahmed, of Guzerat, was advanced as far 
as Mundo, he was more and more intimidated, and began to be 
defirous of making peace: but fhame prevented him from expreffing 
his wifhes. At the fame time, Sultan Mahummud, with lefs rea- A peace con- 
fon, and contrary to the advice of all his counfellors, gave himfelf — 
up to bafe fear, and fent ambaffadors with prefents to his rival to beg 
peace. 


Sultan Mahmood Chilligi was overjoyed at thefe propofals, which M:hmood 
faved the appearance of his reputation, and immediately accepting res plo 


them, marched from the field. Malleck Beloli, who now began -Eeo by 
juftly to defpife them both, and to afpire to the empire, marched 
out of the city with his own troops, and purfuing Sultan Mahmood 
Chilligi, attacked him upon his march, defeated him, and took all 
his baggage. ‘The weak fultan, who did not hitherto fee through Bel:li adopt- 
his palpable intentions, gave him the title of Chan Chanan, and; óa "o the ini- 


adopted him for his fon. 


In the year eight hundred and forty five, the fuitan marched to Sam- He marches 
mana, giving the governments of Lahore and Debalpoor to Malleck *8%0*?«! 
Beloli, and ordering him to expel Jifferit. He himfelf returned to 
his capital, Malleck Beloli, by this means, became extremely 
powerful, and recruited a great army of Afghans; but, inftead of 
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fighting Jifferit, he brought him over to his party, and began to 
{eize upon feveral diftricts, without any orders from the king. At 
length, without any apparent reafon, but his ambition, he drew his 
army again{t Delhi, which he befieged for fome months, but, in 
in the end, was obliged to abandon his enterprize. 


The king’s power was greatly weakened, and began to decay 
very rapidly. The zemindars of Biana put themfclves under the go- 
vernment of Sultan Mahmood Chilligi. In the mean time, Sultan 
Mahummud fell fick and died, in the year eight hundred and forty 


Iis chara&- nine, leaving behind him the character of a weak, diffolute, and 


cr. 


A la mounts 
the throne. 


unwarlike prince; owing to the ambition of others a throne, upon 
which he could not fit with dignity himfelf. He reigned twelve 
years and fome months, and his fon Alla ul Dien fucceeded him in 
the empire. 





S EC T I ON ~~ VIL 


The reign of Sultan Atta ut DiEN Ben Manummup 
SHAW. 


W HEN Sultan Alla ul Dien had placed his foot upon the mufnud 
of Delhi, all the omrahs, excepting Malleck Beloli Lodi, 
came and {wore allegiance to him. This contempt of Beloli, the new 
fultan was in no condition to chaftife. But having collected an 
army, in the beginning of the year eight hundred and fifty, he 
marched to recover Biana. When he was upon the way, there was 
a rumor propagated, that the king of Jionpoor was advancing to- 
wards Delhi, which, though falfe, brought back the fultan to his 
capital; though he was told by Hiffam Chan, the vizier, how ridi- 
culous it would appear in a king to be guided by a vague report. 
This reprimand brought upon the vizier the fultan’s difpleafure. 


This 
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This ftep, however, proved ruinous to the fultan’s reputation, “Vie +l 
and the meaneft of the people feared not to fay publickly, that he ba li re- 
was a weaker man, and a greater fool, than his father. He marched * 
in the following year to Budaoon, where he remained fome time, H's luxury. 
laying out gardens, building pleafure-houfes, and making entertain- 
ments, and then returned to Delhi. Pretending that the air of Bu- 
daoon agreed better with his health, he exprefied an inclination of 
making that city his refidence, to divert him from which, the vizier 


took much pains, but only incurred more and more his difpleafure. 


All Hindoftan was, at this time, divided into feparate ftates $ for The fiate of 
. Hindoltan. 

in the Decan, Guzerat, Malava, Jionpoor, and Bengal, there were 
princes who affumed the ftile and dignity of kings; while Punjaab, Decayed 
Debalpoor, and Sirhind, even to Panniput, was poffeffed by Mal- mene 
leck Beloli Lodi. Merowli, and all the country to the Serai of Lado, 
within feven crores of Dethi, were in the hands of Ahmed Chan of 
Mewat; Simbol, clofe to the walls of the city, was pofiefied by De- 
ria Chan Lodi; Kole, by Ifah Chan; Rabari, by Cuttub Chan, the 
Afghan; Cumpela and Pattiali, by Rai Partab; Biana was fubject 
to Daood Chan Odi; fo that the city of Delhi, and a few fmall dif- 


tricts, remained only to the king. 


Malleck Beloli made, about this time, another attempt upon Ma'leck Be- 
: loli ma! 
the city, but was not more fuccefsful than he was before. The gefcccenfol 


fultan, relieved from this danger, began to confult the means to re- Hiort ope" 
cover part of his loft empire, advifing with Cuttub Chan, Ifah Chan, 
and Rai Partab. Thefe chiefs, delirous to weaken him fill more, told 
him, that the omrahs were all difgufted with his vizier; that, thould 
he be turned out of office, and imprifoned, they were ready to 
pay him due allegiance, and made no doubt but the affairs of the 
empire would put on a more favorable afpeét. The weak Alla be- 
came the dupe of thofe traitors, and accordingly imprifoned and dif- 


G 2 graced 
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“Hig img graced his vizier. He immediately ordered preparations to be made 
or removing his court to Budaoon, from which not all the remon- 
{trances of his beft friends could reftrain him; though they repre- 
fented, in a {trong light, how impolitic it would be, at fuch a junc- 


ture, to change his capital. 


Fixes his re- Alla accordingly, in the year eight hundred and fifty two, fet out 
fidence at : 


Bodaooa. for Budaoon, leaving Hiffam Chan in the government of Delhi. 
When the fultan arrived at this new capital, Cuttub Chan and Rai 
Partab waited upon him, and told him, that as Jong as the vizier 


was alive, the omrahs could not be brought to truft themfelves at 
Or lers the 


vizier to be 
pot to death, he put to death; but the vizier’s brother having notice given him 


court. The weak king was prevailed upon to command him to 


of this bloody purpofe, found means, with the affiftance of fome of 

we a his friends, to releafe him, and to efcape to Delhi. He there took 
immediate poffeffion of all the fultan’s effects, and turned his haranı 
out of the city. 


The fultan put off the time by ridiculous procraftinations, and vain 

~ pen j excufes of the weather, and unlucky times, till the vizier had called 
ekan Beloli i , : 

upon the Maileck Beloli to take upon him the empire. Beloli, glad cf the op- 


— portunity, amufed the fultan, by writing to him, that he was coming 
to chaftife the vizier, till he arrived and took pofileffion of the city, 
taking upon himfelf the title of Sultan Beloli. He, however, gave 
place to the name of Sultan Alla ul Dien, in the Chutba, in the 


year eight hundred and fifty four. 


He gave the city in charge to his fon, Chaja Baezid, marched 
in perfon to Debalpoor, and collected together a great army of 
Afghans. He wrote, at the fame time, to Sultan Alla ul Dien, 
that, upon his account, he had expelled the vizier; and he received 
for anfwer, from that weak prince, that as his father had adopted 
Beloli as his fon, he would efteem him his brother; he moreover 

promifed 
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promifed to cede to him the empire, upon condition that he would na 


permit him to live quietly in the poflefiion of Budaoon. 


Sultan Beloli threw immediately the name of Alia out of the 
Chutba, and fpread the umbrella of empire over his own head. 
Sultan Alla ul Dien remained at Budaoon till his death, which hup- 
pened in the year eight hundred and eighty three; his reign i 
Delhi being feven years, and his government of Budacon near 
twenty eight. 





S E C T ION VII. 
The reign of Sultan BeLoLrr Loot. 


ELOLI LODI wasan Afghan, of the tribe of Lodi, which 
people, forming themfelves into a commercial fociety, carried 
on a trade between Perfia and Hindoftan. In the time of Sultan 
Firofe Shaw, Malleck Ibrahim, the grandfather of Beloli, being 
pofieffed of wealth, made his way at the court of Delhi, and raifed 
himfelf to the government of Moultan. Malleck Ibrahim had five 
fons, Malleck Sultan Shech, Maileck Culla, Malleck Firofe, Mal- 
leck Mahummud, and Malieck Chaja, who, on the death of their 
father remained in Moultan. 


When Chizer Chan was appointed to that government, Sultan 
Shech received the command of all his Afghan troops. In the aétion 
which Chizer Chan had with Eckbal Chan, Sultan Shech had the 
good fortune to kill Eckbal, by which means he became a great 
favorite with Chizer Chan. He was accordingly appointed by that 
prince governor of Sirhind, with the title of Ilam Chan, while his 
brothers partook of his fortune. One of whom, Malleck Calla, 
the father of Sultan Beloli, had a diftriét beftowed upon him by his 


brother. 
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Atle: Sm brother. The wife of Calla, who was his own coufin, being fmo- 

Accow t of thered by the fall of a houfe, when with child, the Aither in- 
ítantly ripped up her belly, and faved the life of the infant, who 
afterwards held the empire, by the title of Sultan Beloli. 


Diftinenithes Calla being killed in an action with the Afghans of Neaz, 

a ‘aan Beloli went to his uncle, Iflam Chan, at Sirhind, and upon his 
diftinguifhing himfelf in a battle, his uncle gave him his own 
daughter in marriage. Iflam Chan was, at this time, fo powerful, 
that he retained twelve thoufand Afghans, moftly of his own tribe, 
in his fervice. 


Ilam Chan Iflam Chan, at his death, though he had children of his own 
recommends come to maturity, recommended Beloli to fucceed him. The troops 
or Ling, upon this divided into three parties, one of which adhered to Beloli, 
one to Malleck Firofe, brother to Ilam Chan, who had been made 
an omrah by the king of Delhi, and the other to Cuttub Chan, 
the fon of Ilam Chan. But Malleck Beloli, who was the moft 
artful of the three, found means to weaken his rivals, and en- 


creafe his own power. 


Cuttub Chan Cuttub Chan repaired to Delhi, and acquainted Sultan Mahum- 
one mud Shaw, that the Afghans of Sirhind were eftablifhing a power, 
Delhi. which, unlefs it was foon prevented, would fhake the empire. The 
fuitan immediately difpatched Secunder Topha, with a powerful 
aimy, to bring the chiefs of the Afghans to court, and if they dif- 


obeyed, to expel them from Sirhind. 





Perfidy of the Jiffent was alfo inftigated to take arms againft them, by which 
eee gc- means they were, in the end, driven to the hills; but upon a pro- 
mile of peace, and of their future good behaviour, Malleck Firofe 

left his fon Shai Chan and Malleck Beloli with his army, and, with 

fome attendants, went to Jifferit and Malleck Secunder Topha. 

They, 





THE 
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They, notwithftanding their promife, by the advice of Cuttub Te ao 
Chan, imprifoned him and flew all his attendants. They alfo dif- 

patched part of their army to reduce Beloli, but he retreated to a 

place of fatety, with the women and children. Before he could 

join Shai Chan, he was attacked and defeated, and a great part of 

his army dain. 


When Jifferit had retired to Punjaab, Beloli collectcd the re- 
mains of his tribe, and began to raife contributions, or plunder 
wherever he could, and as he was extremely generous in dividing 
the fpoil among his followers, he foon became very powerful. Beloli be- 
Some time after Malleck Firofe fled from Delhi, and joined him ; ta. _— 
and Cuttub Chan, repenting of his former behaviour, found means 
to be reconciled to Beloli. Beloli foon after invaded Sithind, and 
poffefied himfelf of that province. Upon receiving intelligence of 
theie tranfactions, Sultan Mahummud Shaw fent Hiffam Chan, 
his vizier, with a great army againft him. M«aileck Belcli took 
the field, and giving the vizier battle, defeated him, by which his 
power and reputation greatly encreafed. 





We are told, that when Beloli was yet a youth in his uncle's Is prom‘fed 
fervice, one day he was permitted to pay his refpeéts to a fa- Sete oa 
mous Dirvefh of Sammana, whofe name was Sheidai. When he 
fat in a refpectful pofture before him, the Dirvefh cried out, in 
an enthufiaftick manner, “4 Who will give two thoufand rupees for 
« the empire of Delhi?” Upon which Malleck Beloli told him 
he had only one thoufand fix hundred rupees in the world, which 
he ordered his fervant to bring immediately and prefent to the 
Dirvefh. ‘The Dirveth accepted the money, and, laying his hand 
upon the head of Beloli, faluted him king. 


The companions of Beloli ridiculed him very much for this ac- Refexion 
tion; but he replied, “ That, if the thing came to pafs, he had a ees 


“ made 
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‘ made a cheap purchafe; if not, the bleffling of a holy man could 
“ do him no harm.” 


Upon a mind naturally ambitious, and in an age of fuperftition, 
this prediction of the Dirvefh might have great efre@, in promoting 
its own end; for when a man’s mind is once bent upon the at- 
tainment of one object, the greateft difficulties will be often fur- 
mounted, by a fteady perfeverance. But to return from this di- 


greffion. 


After Beloli had defeated the vizier, he wrote to the fultan, as 
before related, laying the whole blame of his rebellion upon the 
viziers conduct towards him. When the fultan bafely complied 
with his defire of cutting off the vizier, Beloli, according to his 
promife, waited upon the king, that he might be better able to 
carry on his intrigues at court. He managed his affairs at Delhi fo 
well, that he got the government of Sirhind, and other diftriés 
near it, confirmed to him in jagier; which were the means 
that enabled him to mount the mufnud, as we have already feen, 
in the former reign. 


He had, at the time of his acceffion, nine fons, Chaja Baezid, 
Nizam Chan, who was afterwards Sultan Secunder ; Barba Shaw, 
Mubarick Chan, Sultan Alla ul Dien, Jemmål Chan, Miah Jacob, 
Miah Mufah, and Jellal Chan; and of omrahs of renown, who 
were related to him, there were thirty fix in the empire. 








As Hamid Chan, the vizier, who conferred the empire upon 
him, had great influence ftill in the ftate, he treated him for 
fome time with honor and refpect. Being one day in Hamid 
Chan’s houfe, at an entertainment, he ordered the companions 
whom he carried with him, to make themfelves appear as foolith 
and ridiculous as poffible, that the vizier might confider them as 


filly 
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filly fellows; that fo he might be lefs upon his guard againft them. i 


When they accordingly came into company, fome tied their fhoes 
to their girdles, and others put them up in the niches of the 
apartment. 


Hamid Chan afked them the reafon of that extraordinary 
cuftom. They replied, that they were aftaid of thieves. When 
they had taken their feats upon the carpet, one of them began to 
praife the flowers, and brightnefs of the colours, faying, He would 
be extremely glad to have fuch a carpet, to fend home to his own 
country, to make caps for his boys. Hamid Chan laughed, and 
told him, he would give him velvet or brocade for that purpofe. 
When the plates and boxes of perfumes were laid before them, 
fome began to rub the fineft otter of rofes all over them, others 
to drink it, and others to devour whole feftoons of flowers, while 
the beetle ftood no chance, but was eat up, cover and all; fome, 
who had eat large pieces of chunam, by having their mouths burnt, 
made a terrible outcry; and, in this kind of foolery every one was 
endeavouring to outdo another, while the king and the vizier were 


almoft burfting with laughter. 


The vizier, imagining that this behaviour proceeded from the 
king’s humour, who had a mind to make merry in his houfe, was 
extremely pleafed, and had no iufpicion of men given to fo much 
mirth. The next vifit the king paid to Hamid Chan, a greater 
number of his attendants were admitted; but as Hamid Chan had 
till a greater number of his own friends within the court, it was 
neceflary to gain admifiion for fome more of the king’s people, who 
were flopped without by the guards. The king having before in- 
ftructed them how to proceed in this cafe, they began loudly to 
wrangle with the guard, and threw out bitter invectives againft the 
King, for permitting them to be fo unworthily treated. They ever 
fwore that they refne ted the vizier, and would {ee him. 
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4 sn The vizier hearing this, ordered the doors to be thrown cpen, 
~ "and as many to be admitted as the court could contain. This point 
being gained, the kine gave the fignal, and all his people drawing 

at once, toid Hainid Chan’s fervants to remain quiet, and they fhould 

The oO. come to no harm. Upon which two or three feized the vizier, 
cwn hou. and bound him. The king then told him, that gratitude was a 


fecurity for his life, but that it was neceffary he fhould retire from 
bufinefs, and {pend the reft of his days in the cares of a future ftate. 
After this the king ruled without fear or controul. 


The fame year, the eight hundred and fifty fifth of the Higera, 
he left Delhi, under the charge of his eldeft fon, Chaja Baezid, and 
marched towards Moultan to recruit his army, and to regulate all 

Reloliregu- thefe weftern provinces. Some of his omrahs being diffatisfied at 

San al this time, left him, and joined Sultan Mahmood Shirki, of Jionpoor, 

— who, during the abfence of Beloli, in the beginning of the year 

aren 88 eight hundred and fifty fix, advanced with a great army, and laid fiege 

i to Delhi. Sultan Beloli haftened from Debalpoor, march by march, 
nor halted till he reached Perah, within thirtv miles of Delhi. 


Sultan Mahmood fend thirty thoufand horfe, and thirty elephants, 
under the command of Fatti Chan Herevi againft him. When the 
action began, Cuttub Chan, who excelled in archery, having funk 
an arrow in the forehead of one of Fatti Chan’s elephants, the 

Belolidefeats 2numal became outrageous, and broke the lines. Cuttub Chan, in 
aang the mean time, advancing againft Diria Chan Lodi, one of the 
ki. difafrected omrahs, who had joined Sultan Mahmood, cried out— 
‘¢ For fhame! Diria Chan, where is your honor, thus to wage war 
‘© againft your own kindred, and to inveft your wife and family in 
« the city of Delhi, when you ought rather to defend them againft 
« vour natural enemies?” <s Purfue me not,” {aid Diria Chan, 
«and Iam gone ;” and he immediately wheeled off, followed by 

all the Patans, or Afghans, in Fatti Chan’s army. 
The 
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The other troops being thus deferted, gave way, and Fatti Chan A. m lags, 
was taken prifoner ; but having, with his own hand, juft killed the aiii 
brother of Rai Kirren, that omrah, in revenge, ftruck off his head, 
and {ent it to the fultan. Upon receiving the news of this defeat, 

Sultan Mahmood raifed the fiege of Delhi, and retreated with great The fiego of 
a s Delhi raifed. 
precipitation to Jionpoor. 


The fultanit of Beloli became firmly eftablifhed, and he began to Beloli’s pro- 
s TAN ‘ refs through 

turn his thoughts upon new acquifitions. His firft movement was foreval pro- 
towards Mewat, where Hamid Chan fubmitted himfelf to his au- it 
thority. The fultan took feven pergunnahs from him, and per- mifion. 
mitted him to hold the remainder in fee. Beloli from thence 
marched to Birren, and Diria Chan Lodi, governor of Simbol, 
prefented him with feven more pergunnahs, and fubmitted in like 
manner. He then took the rout of Koli,. and confirmed Ifah 
Chan in that government. He continued his progrefs to Barhana- 
bad, and gave that province to Mubarick Chan, while Bowgaw was 
delivered over to Rai Partab. But when he advanced to Raberi, 
Cuttub Chan Ben Haffin Chan fhut himfelf up in the fort, but the 
fultan took it in a few days by capitulation, and again fettled him 
inthe fame government. Beloli marching from thence to Attava, 


he regulated that government, and confirmed the former Suba. 


Jonah Chan quitted, about this time, the court in difguft, and 
joined Sultan Mahmood Shirki, from whom he received the go- 
vernment of Shumfeabad. Jonah inftigated Sultan Mahmood to uttan Shirki 
make another attempt upon Delhi, who, for that purpofe, took the bas defigus: 
route of Attava, where he met Sultan Beloli. The armies, the — 
firft day of their appearance in fight, on both fides fent out parties 
to {kirmifh, but nothing remarkable was done, and, the next day, 
they began to treat, when it was agreed, that Sultan Beloli thould A peace be- 
keep pofleffion of all the countries pofiefied by Mubarick Shaw, uae j 
and that Sultan Mahmood fhould hold all that was in the poffefion 
Hà of 


§2 


Shirki, of- 
fended at 
Beloli, 
marches 
againit him 


Dies. 
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of Sultan Ibrahim, of Jionpoor; that the former fhoull give up all 
the elephants taken in the engagement with Fatti Chan, and the 
latter turn Jonah Chan out of his government. 


Sultan Mahmood, immediately after this pacification, returned to 
Jionpoor, and Sultan Beloli went to Shumfeabad to take poffeflion of 
it. This latter expedition of Beloli greatly offended Sultan Mah- 
mood, and he immediately returned to Shumfeabad, where Cuttub 
Chan and Diria Chan Lodi furprized his camp in the night. But 
during the attack, the horfe of Cuttub Chan having trod upon a tent- 
pin, threw him, and he was taken by the enemy, and his party re- 
treated to theirown camp. Sultan Beloli drew out his army in the 
morning, but received advice that Sultan Mahmood had juft ex- 
pired, and that the omrahs had fet up his fon Mahummud Shaw ; 
and, by the mediation of Bibi Raja, the young king’s mother, who 
probably had received previous aflurances, a peace was immediately 
concluded. Mahummud Shaw returned to Jionpoor, and Suitan 
Beloli took the rout of Delhi. 


Before the fultan arrived at the capital, he received a letter from 
Shumfh Chatoon, the fifter of Cuttub Chan, conjuring him, in the 
moft tender manner, not to fuffer her brother to remain in captivity, 
This prevailed upon Beloli to break up the peace he had juft con- 
cluded, and to march towards Jionpoor. Mahummud Shaw met 
him near Sirfutti. The younger brother of Mahummud Shaw, Haf- 
fen Chan, fearing his brother’s refentment for fome trefpafs, tock 
this opportunity of marching off, with all his adherents, to Kinnoge. 
Sittal Chan, his other brother, foon followed him, but the detach- 
ment which Sultan Beloli had fent after Haffen Chan, met Sittal 
Chan on the way, and took him prifoner. The fultan determined 
to keep him as a ranfom for Cuttub Chan. 


In 
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In the mean time, the omrahs confpired againft Mahummud Belo! 
Shaw, and having aflaffinated him, advanced Haffen Chan, who againtt 


had fled to Kinnoge, to the throne. Sultan Beloli, for what reafon who is afiat- 
we know not, took no advantages of thefe diforders, but now en- ` 
tered into a truce with Saltan Haffen Chan for the fpace of four 

years; Cuttub Chan and Sittab Chan being interchangeably re- 


leafed, 


Beloli returned towards Shumfeabab, whither Bir-Singh, the fon 
of Rai Partab, came to pay his compliments. But as his father had 
taken a ftandard and a pair of drums formerly from Deria Chan in an 
action, that bafe man thought to wipe off that difhonour by affaifi- acd lag 
nating Bir-Singhi. Cuttub Chan, the fon of Hafen Chan, Muba- 
riz Chan, and Rai Partab, differing with the cruel traitor about this 
murder, were obliged to fly to Sultan Haffein. Beloli, after thefe 


tranfactions, returned to Delhi. 


But, upon account of the rebeilion of the viceroy of Moultan, 
and the diforders in Punjaab, he marched towards that quarter. 
Upon his way, he heard that Sultan Haffein Shirki was advancing, 
in his abfence, with a great army, to take Delhi. He therefore, gelol; 

; " 5 a ae marches 
through neceffity, returned, and leaving Delhi in charge of Cuttub ip ae e a 
Chan and Chan Jehan, he went out to meet the enemy. The two Hafein. 
armies having met at the village of Chundwar, hoftilities continued 
without intermiffion for {even days. A peace was at length patched A peace. 


up for the term of three years, 


At the expiration of this truce, Sultan Haffein invefted Attava, 
took it, and drew over Ahmed Chan of Mewat, and Ruftum Chan 
of Koli, to his intereft, while Ahmed Chan of Selwan, the gover- 
nor of Biana, {truck money, and read the chutba in his name. Haf- 
fein. with one hundred thoufand horfe and a thoufand elephants, 
marched from Attava towards Delhi; and Sultan Beloli, no ways Haffein 


2o aa 2 marches to- 
intimidated wards Delhi. 
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A. D. 1478. intimidated by that great force, marched out boldly to meet him. 
3- 


Hig. 88 


A peace. 


Hafflein ad- 


vances to- 


The two armies having advanced to Battevara, encamped for 
fome time in fight of each other, and after fome fíkirmifhes, in 
which there was no fuperiority of advantage on either fide, they 
again {truck up a peace. 


But this pacification was not permanent. Sultan Haffein advanced 
again towards Delhi fome months after, and was oppofed at the vil- 


wards Delhi. Jage of Sinkar, and obliged to depart upon peaceable terms. 


Sultan Alla 
dies. 


Hafi-in 
smar hes to 


Delhi. 


Much about this time, the mother of Sultan Haffein, Bibi Raja, 
died at Attava, and the Raja of Gualier and Cuttub Chan Lodi, 
went to confole him upon that occafion. When in difcourfe, Cut- 
tub Chan perceived that Haflein Chan was a bitter enemy of Beloli, 
he began to flatter him after this manner :—Beloli is one of your 
dependants, and cannot think of contending long with you. If I 
do not put you in poffeflion of Delhi, look on my word as nothing. 
He then, with much art, got leave to depart from Haffein’s court, 
and returned to Delhi, and there he told to Sultan Beloli that he had 
efcaped with a great deal of difficulty from the hands of Sultan Haf- 
fein, who was meditating a frefh war againft him. 


About this time Sultan Alla ul Dien * died at Budaoon, upon 
which Sultan Haffein went to fettle matters at Budaoon, and, after 
the funeral ceremonies were over, he took that country from the 
children of Alla. Marching from thence to Simbol, he imprifoned 
Mubarick Chan, governor of that province, then marching towards 
Delhi, in the year eight hundred and eighty three, he crofled the river 
jJumna near Gutteruitch. Sultan Beloli, who was at Sirhind, upon 
receiving intelligence of this invafion, returned with all expedition 
to fave his capital. Several flight actions enfued, in which Sultan 
Haffein had, in general, the advantage. 


* The abJicate] emperor. 
Cuttub 
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Cuttub Chan difpatched a perfon to Haffein, informing him, that “Wie. + Ty 
Sultan Beloli was ready to relinquifh all the countries beyond the 
Ganges, upon condition he fhould leave him in pofleffion of all the 
provinces on this fide of that river. ‘Thefe terms being accepted, 
they reverfed their hoftile fpears, and Sultan Haffein marched 
homeward. But Sultan Beloli, in a perfidious manner, broke the eae per- 
peace, and purfuing Haffein, attacked him upon his march, killing ji 
a great number, and taking forty omrahs prifoners, befides part of his 
treafure and equipage. Beloli purfued his victory, and took feveral 
diftri€ts belonging to Sultan Haffein, fuch as Campul, Pattiali, 
Shumfeabad, Sickite, Marhera, Sittali, and Koli, appointing agents 
to manage them under him. But when he had purfued Haffein as 
far as Arumbidger, the latter ftood his ground, and engaged Beloli. 
The victory being dubious, a peace was patched up between them, 
the village of Doupamou being fettled as the boundary between the 
empires. After this pacification, Sultan Haflein proceeded to Ra- 
beri, and Sultan Beloli returned to Delhi. 


Sultan Haffein could not, however, forget the perfidy of Beloli. 
He recruited his army, and fome time after marched againft him, 
and met him at the village of Sinhar, when an obftinate battle en- 
fued, in which Sultan Haffein was defeated, and loft all his treafure 
and baggage; which, together with an addition of reputation, 
greatly promoted the affairs of Beloli. Sultan Haflein having re- 
treated to Raberi, he was followed thither by Beloli, and upon 
ftanding a fecond engagement, he was again totally defeated. After 
the battle, he retreated towards Gualier; the raja of Gualier 
brought him fome lacks of rupees, elephants, horfes, camels, and 
a fine fet of camp equipage, and accompanied him to Calpie. 


Sultan Beloli went, in the mean time, to Attava, where he be- 
fieged Ibrahim Chan, the brother of Sultan Haffein, and took the 


place by capitulation. He, however, generoufly made him a prefent 
of 
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a 1478. of the fort, and proceeded to Calpie; Sultan Haffein met him upon 
Zz. 883. 

the banks of the river, where they remained for fome months. But 
Rai Muluck Chand of Buxar, coming over to Sultan Beloli, fhewed 
him a paffable ford in the river, by which he croffed, and attacking 
Sultan Haflein, defeated him, and drove him to Jionpoor, upon 
which Sultan Befoli turned off to the left towards Kinnoge. Sultan 
Haflein again met him near that city, but he was once more defeat- 
ed with great flaughter. His regalia and equipage were taken, and 
alfo the chief lady of his feraglio, Bibi Conzah, the daughter of 
Sultan Alla ul Dien, who was treated with great refpect. Su'tan 
Beloli returned, after this victory, to Delhi. 





Having recruited and regulated his army, he advarced the {pear 
of hoftility again towards Jionpoor. He conquered that country, 
and gave it to Mubarick Chan Lohani, leaving Cuttub Chan Lodi, 
Chan jehan, and other omrahs, at Migouli, to fecure his conquetts. 
He himfelf went to Budaoon, where he foon after heard of Cuttub 
Chan’s death. Chan Jehan, Mubarick Chan, and other omrahs, 
though they kept up the appearance of fidelity, were, after the 
death of Cuttub, concerting meafures to throw off the fultan’s yoke. 


Beloli being apprized of their intentions, marched towards Jion- 
poor, and drove away Haffein, who had made an attempt to recover 
it, and placed Barbee Shaw, one of his own fons, upon the throne 
of Jionpoor. He himfelf returned to Calpie, which he took, and 
gave to his grandfon, Azim Hamaioon Ben Baizied. He directed 
then his march to Dolepore, raifing a tribute upon the raja of that 
place, who began to rank himtelf among Beloli’s fubje4s. The 
fultan went from thence to a place in the diftricts of Kintimpore, 
which he plundered, and foon after returned to Delhi. 

Beioli, being : ; s joa ‘ 
nie ha Beloli being now extremely old, and infirmities beginning daily to 
his domini- increafe upon him, he divided his dominions among his fons, giving 


ons among ù 
his fons. Jionpoor 
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Jionpoor to Barbeck Shaw; Kurrah and Manikpore, to Mubarick Hig. — 
Chan; Byrage, to his nephew Shech Mahummud, famous by the 

name of Kalla Par, or the Black Mountain; Lucknore and Calpee, 
to Azim Humaioon, whofe father, Baezid, was affaflinated a little 
before by his own fervant; Budaoon to Chan Jehan, one of his 
old omrahs, and a relation; and Delhi, with feveral countries be- 
tween the two rivers, to his fon Nizam Chan, known afterwards by 
the name of Sultan Secunder, whom he appointed his fucceffor in 
the imperial dignity. 


Some time after this divifion the fultan proceeded to Gualier, and 
raifing atribute of eighty lacks of rupees from the raja of that place, 
came to Attava, from whence he expelled Sickit Sing, and then turned 
his face towards Delhi. Falling fick upon his march, many of the He falls fick. 
omrahs were defirous that he fhould alter his former will, with re- 
{pect to the fucceflion, which, they faid, was the undoubted right of 
Azim Humaioon, his grandfon. The fultana, upon this, wrote to her 
fon, Nizam Chan, who, having heard of-his father’s illnefs, was fetting 
out from Delhi, by no means to come, otherwife he might be impri- 
foned by the omrahs: At the fame time the fultan, by the advice of 
fome omrahs, ordered public letters to be fent him, to haften him to 
camp, that he might fee him before his death. Nizam Chan was 
greatly perplexed how to act upon this nice occafion. He, at length, 
was advifed by Cuttuluk Chan, the vizier of Sultan Hafiein Shirki, 
who was then prifoner at Delhi, to pitch his tents without the city, 
and to advance by very flow marches. In the mean time, the king’s 
difeafe overcame him, and he died at Malauli, in the pergunnah of Dies. 
Sikite, in the year eight hundred and ninety four, having reigned 
thirty eight years, eight months, and feven days. 


Beloli was, for thofe days, efteemed a virtuous and mild prince, His charae- 
executing juflice to the utmoft of his knowledge, and treating his ain 
courtiers rather as his companions than his fubjects. When he 
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came to the empire, he divided the treafure among his friends, 
and could be feldom prevailed upon to mount the throne, faying, 
‘© That it was enough for him, that the world knew he was king, 
“« without his making a vain parade of royalty.” He was extremely 
temperate in his diet, and feldom eat at home. ‘Though a man of 
no great literature himfelf, he was fond of the company of learned 
men, whom he rewarded according to their merit. He had given 
{o many proofs of perfonal bravery, that none could doubt it; at 
the fame time, he was often cautious to excefs, never chuling to 
truf{t much to chance, and delighting greatly in negotiation. 


BECO TION D 





The reign of Sultan SecunpER Ben Suutran BELoLI. 


TE E omrahs, immediately upon the death of Beloli, formed 
themfelves into a council, in which fome appeared to be 
attached to the intereft of Azim Humaioon, fome to Barbeck, the 
eldeft fon of the fultan then living, and fome to Secunder, in con- 
fequence of his father’s will. When they were debating, the mo- 
ther of Secunder, whofe name was Rana, originally a goldfmith’s 
daughter, but raifed tu the fultan’s bed, by the fame of her beauty, 
came behind the curtain, in the great tent, and made a fpeech to 
the omrahs, in favor of her fon. Upon which Ifah Chan, the 
nephew of Beloli, anfwered her, in a difrefpectful manner, and con- 
cluded with faying, that a goldfmith’s offspring was not qualified 
to hold the empire. 


Chan Chanan Firmilli, a ftout daring man, took him up, and told 
him, That the fultan was yet fcarce cold in his hearfe, and that the 
man who threw fuch ungenerous afperfions upon his family ought 

to 
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to be defpifed. Ifah Chan replied, That filence would better become Pa lie “0 

him, who was only a fervant of the ftate. Upon which the other 

rofe up, in a rage, and told him, he was, indeed, a fervant of Sultan 

Secunder, and would maintain his right againft all who durft 

oppofe it. He rufhed out of the council, followed by all his party, 

and carried off the body of the deceafed king to Jellali, where he was seconder 

met by Sultan Secunder, who there afcended his father’s throne. ae the 
Secunder fending the corpfe of his father to Delhi, marched againft 

Ifah Chan, and having defeated him, afterwards forgave his offence. ro ae rie! 

Returning then to Delhi, he, in the manner of his father, con- Chan. 

ferred favors upon all his kindred. 


Secunder had, at this time, fix fons, Ibrahim Chan, Jellal Chan, 
Ifhmaiel Chan, Haffein Chan, Mahmood Chan, and Shech Azim 
Humaioon; and likewife fifty three omrahs of diftinction in ‘his 


fervice. 


Some time after his acceflion, Secunder marched towards Ra- Marches 
beri, and befieged his own brother, Allum Chan, in the fort of cso ma 
Chundwar, for fome days. Allum evacuated the place, and fled — 
to Ifah Chan Lodi, at Pattiali. Sultan Secunder gave Raberi to 
Chan Chanan, went, in perfon, to Attava, and calling Allum Chan, 
his brother, to court, gave him pofleflion of that country. He then 
advanced to Pattiali, engaged Ifah Chan, wounded, and defeated Againdefeats 
him ; after which Ifah Chan threw himfelf upon Secunder’s mercy, a 


was pardoned, and foon after died of his wound. 


Sultan Secunder, about that time, {ent a trefty perfon to Barbeck 
Shaw, his brother, king of Jionpoor, defiring he woulddo him homage, 
and order his name to be read firft.in the chutba all over his do- 
minions. Barbeck rejected thefe propofals, and Secunder marched Marches 

7 P t againit his 
againft him. Barbeck Shaw and Calla Par came out in order of b other Bar- 

beck. 
I2 battle ~ 


60 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


A. D. i battle to meet him. An aétion enfued, in which Calla Par, charg- 


Hig 8 


His policy. 


Ba-beck 
defeated, 


and — 
ufed with 


ing too far among the troops of Delhi, was taken prifoner. Sultan 
Ssecunder, upon feeing him, alighted frem his horfe, and embraced 
him, faying, that he efteemed him as his father, and begged he 
would look upon him as his fon. 


Caila Par, confounded at this honor done him, replied, that, 
except his life, he had nothing to make a recompence for fuch 
kindnefs, defiring to get a horfe, that he might fhow himfelf not 
wholly unworthy of his favor. He was accordingly mounted, and 
he perfidioafly fold his honor for a compliment, turning his fword 
apain{t Barbeck Shaw; which circumftance, in fome meafure, con- 
tributed to the fuccefs of Secunder. The troops of Barbeck feeing 
Caila Par charging them, imagined that all his forces were alfo 
gone over to the enemy, and betook themfelves to flight. Barbeck 
Shaw did all that bravery could perform, but finding himfelf de- 
ferted, he fled to Budaoon, while Mubarick Chan, his fon, was 
taken prifoner. 


Sultan Secunder purfuing him clofe, invefted Barbeck Shaw in 
Budaoon, who, foon driven to diftrefs, capitulated, and was receiv- 


kindnefs and ed with great kindnefs and refpe&t. The fultan carried Barbeck 


refpect. 


Secunder 
marches to 
Calpie. 


with him to Jionpoor; but as Sultan Haffein Shirki was ftill a 
powerful prince in Behar, he thought Barbeck would be the pro- 
pereft perfon to check him, and accordingly confirmed him as before 
in the government of Jionpoor; leaving, however, fome trufty friends 
at his court, upon whom he beftowed jagiers and pergunnahs, to 
keep them firm in his own intereft. 


Secunder returning to Calpie, took the place from Azim Humai- 
oon, and gave it to Mahmood Chan Lodi. He marched from thence 
to Kurrah, and the governor, Talar Chan, paying him homage, he 
confirmed him in his office, and turning towards the fort of Gualier, 


he 
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he {fent Chaja Mahummud with an honorary drefs to Raja Maan, who “hig, : 409. 
. . : Ams dig. G99. 
dif{patched his nephew with prefents to accompany the king to Biana. 


Sultan Sherrif met the emperor, upon friendly terms, at Biana. 
Tne king ordered him to give up Biana, and he would appoint him 
coverncr of Tellafar, Chandwar, Martara, and Sekite. Shersit 
toox Omar Chan Serwani with him to put him in pofieflion of the egy cat 
fort, but wnen he had got within the walls, he fhut the gates upon give up j 
Omar Chan, and prepaied to defend himfelf. ida 


The fultan defpairing of reducing the place, went to Agra, where Se-uniter 
Hybut Chan Serwani, who held that fort for Sultan Sherrif, fhut ton. i 
the gates againft him, contrary to his expectation. This iatult en- 
raged the fultan to that degree, that he determined, let the event 
be what it wou'd, to reduce Sultan Sherrif to his obedierice. He 
accordingly, leaving part of his army to befiege Agra, returned 
himfelf, with the utmoft expedition, towards Biana, which he im- 
mediately befieged. The fiege proved long and bloody ; however, 

Sultan Sherrif, in the end, was obliged to capitulate, in the year Reduces 
eight hundred and ninety feven, when that government was given 15% 
to Chan Chanan Firmilli. 


The fort of Agra falling, about the fame time, into the fultan’s and Agra. 
hands, he returned to Delhi, where, in a few days, he received 
advices of an infurrection at Jionpoor, among the zemindars, to the An infurrec- 
number of one hundred thoufand horfe and foot; and that they had care i 
already flain Sheri Chan, the brother of Mubarick Chan. Muba- 
rick Chan himfelf being driven from Kurrah, was taken prifoner by 
Rai Bhede, of Battea, and Barbeck Shaw obliged to go to Barage, 
to follicit the affiftance of Calla Par; fo that the fultan, after twenty 
two days refpite at Delhi, was under the neceffity of marching towards 
Jionpoor. When he arrived at Dilmow, he was joined by Barbeck 


Shaw; and Rai Bhede hearing of the fultan’s approach, releafed 
Mubarick, 
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+ tyon Mubarick Chan, and the zemindars difperfed themfelves. ‘The ful- 
The infer. tan carried Barbeck Shaw to Jionpoor, and having left him there to 


sntsdifperfe i ‘ . 
<p Secun. punith the offenders, he fpent a month in hunting about Oud. 


der’s ap- 
proach. 
At Oud intelligence was brought to Secunder, that the zemindars 


sao he had rifen again, and befieged Barbeck Shaw, in Jionpoor. He or- 
dered immediately that Calla Par and Azim Humaioon Serwani, 
and Chan Chanan Lowani, by the way of Oud, and Mubarick Chan, 

RarbeckShaw by the way of Kurrah, fhould march againft them, and fend Bar- 

tmpriionee. beck Shaw prifoner to the prefence. His orders were accordingly 
executed, and Barbeck was given in charge to Hybut Chan and 
Omar Chan Serwani, being efteemed an improper perfon for the 
government, and too dangerous to be trufted with his liberty. 


The fultan, after thefe tranfactions, marched towards Chinar. 
which was held for Sultan Haflein Shirki; upon his approach, the 
garrifon made a fally, and were driven back into the fort; but the 
fultan, upon reconnoitring the place, looked upon it as almoft im- 
pregnable, and immediately left it, marching his army towards Bat- 

Rai Bhede tea. Rai Bhede came out of Battea, and paid him homage, upon 

pitii which the king confirmed him in his dominions, and returned to 
Areil, ordering Rai Bhede to accompany him; but Rai Bhede fuf- 
pecting fome defign againft himfelf, left all his retinue, and deferted 
the camp alone. The fultan fent him back his effe&ts. He, how- 
ever, permitted his troops to plunder the country of Areil, and croff- 
ing the river, by the way of Kurrah, went to Dilmow, where he 
married the widow of Sheri Chan. 


From Dilmow the fultan marched to Shumfeabad, where he re- 
mained fix months, and then went to Simbol; but returning from 
thence, in a few days, to Shumfeabad, he plundered the town of 
Mudeo-makil, where a band of banditti refGided. Secunder {pent 
the rainy feafon at Shumfeabad. 

In 
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In the year nine hundred, the fultan made another campaign to- irig sat 


wards Battea, defeating Bir Singh, the fon of Rai Bhede, at Car- Secunder 
rangatti, who fled to Battea; but, upon the fultan’s approach, Rai nr 
Bhede took the route of Sirkutch, and died upon his march. The — 
fultan, after this victory, proceeded to Sezdewar; but provifions 
growing fcarce in his camp, he was obliged to return to Jionpoor, 
having, in this expedition, loft a great part of his cavalry by fa- 

ugue, bad roads, and the want of forage. 


Lickim Chund, the fon of Rai Bhede, and other zemindars, wrote 
to Sultan Haffein, of Bekâr, that the cavalry of Secunder was now ina 
wretched condition, and that it was an excellent opportunity for him 
to take fatisfaction for his former defeats. ‘This induced Sultan 
Haffein to put his army in motion, and march directly againft Sul- Haffein fets 
tan Secunder. Secunder hearing of his intentions, put his army jP0 Secun- 
upon the beft footing poffible, and croffed the Ganges to meet him, 
which he did eighteen crores from Benaris: An obftinate battle was 
fought, in which Sultan Haflein was defeated, and fled to Battea. butis over- 
thrown. 
Sultan Secunder leaving his camp with a proper guard, purfued 
the fugitives for three days, with a party of horfe; but hearing Sul- 
tan Haffein was gone to Behar, he ftopped, and upon the ninth day 
returned to his camp. He then marched with his whole army to- 
wards Behar, but upon his approach, Sultan Haffein left Malleck a 
Cundu to guard the city, and fled himfelf to Calgaw, in the domi- Behar. 
nions of Lucknouti *. Sultan Alla ul Dien, king of Bengal, called 
Haffein to his court, and treated him with the greateft refpect dur- 
ing the remainder of his days, which he pafied with him; fo that 
with Hafiein the royal line of Jionpoor was extinguifhed. 


Sultan Secunder, from his camp at Deopar, fent a divifion of 


his army againft Malleck Cundu, who evacuated the city and fled, ceo ad gl 
cuated an 


* Bengal. taken. 


leaving 
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leaving tne whoie country open tothe enemy. The fultan left Mo- 
habut Chan with a force in Bchar, and marched towards Turhat, 
the raja of which fubmitted himfelf to his clemency, and laying 
down a large fum, agreed to pay an annual tribute. To colle& the 
tribute, the {ulian left Mubarick Chan, and returned to Dervefh- 
poor, and from thence went to vilit the tomb of Shech Sherrif at 
Behar, and diftributed prefents to the dirvefhes who lived there 
upon the charity of pilgrims. 


Secunder having regulated his army, marched towards Bengal, 
but when he had reached Cuttlifhpoor, Sultan Alla ul Dien fent 
Danial his fon to oppofe him. Sultan Secunder detached Zere 
Zichme, one of his generals, to acquaint him, that he had no inten- 
tion tq fubdue the country, but as their dominions now bordered 
upon each other, it became neceflary to know upon what footing he 
muft efteem Alla, before he left that country. The king of Bengal 
gladly accepted of a peace, wherein it was ftipulated, that neither 
monarch fhould permit any of their governors to invade each other's 
dominions, and that neither of them fhould give proteétion to the 
other’s enemies, 


The fultan returned to Dirvefhpoor. Mubarick Chan at that 
time dying, the care of Turhat was given to Azim Humaioon, 
the fon of Chan Jehan, and Behar was beftowed upon Deria Chan, 
the fon of Mubarick. There happened, at this time, a great dearth 
in the country, but all duties being taken off by the fultan’s order, 
that calamity was in a great meafure mitigated. Secunder, in the 
mean time, reducing the diftri€ts of Sarin, which were then in the 
hands of fome zemindars, gave the lands in jagiers to fome of 
his omrahs; then returning by the way of Movilligur to Jionpoor, 
he refided there fix months. 


The 
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The fultan having afked the daughter of Sal Bahin, Raja of Bat- 4. D. 1498. 
, l i . Hig. 904. 
tea, in marriage, the father refufed to comply with his requett. 
Secunder, to revenge this affront, put his army in motion againft 
the Raja, in the year nine hundred and four, and marching to Bat- Se in 
f : and deitroy- 
tea, facked it. After having ravaged the country round Bandugur, ed. 
he returned to Jionpoor, where he fpent fome time, in the civil 


regulations of the empire. 


About this time, the accounts of Mubarick Chan Lodi being Mubsrick 
infpected for the time of his adminiftration in Jionpoor, and a great na OE 
ballance being found due to the royal revenue, the king ordered it iiaii 
to be levied upon him. This feverity greatly difgufted the omrahs, The omrahs 

; . diffatished. 
among whom Mubarick Chan was very much efteemed. A faction 
accordingly arofe in the army, which firft difcovered itfelf by private 
quarrels. For, one day, as the fultan and his court were playing a 
party at club and ball, on horfeback, the club of Hybut Chan, by 
accident, or defign, fractured the {cull of one Soliman. Chizer, 
the brother of Soliman, came up, and returned the compliment to Qparrels in 
Hybut Chan; fo that, ina few minutes, the parties on either fide, the camp: 
joined in the quarrel, and the whole field was in one uproar and 


confufion. 


The fultan, fearing a confpiracy, fled to the palace, but nothing The faltan 
of that kind tranfpiring, he made another party at the fame game, eit 
fome days thereafter, and a quarrel of the fame nature enfued, for 
which Shumfe Chan, who begun it, was difgraced, and baftinadoed. 

But the fultan would not be fatished but that there was fome plot 


in agitation, and therefore ordered his guards to be {felected, and 
to keep upon the watch. 


The king’s jealoufies were not groundle(s ; for at that time, Hybut A plot tif- 
Chan, and two other chiefs, had propofed to Fatti Chan, the king’s €04 
brother, to cut cff the fultan, who, they faid, was now difliked by 

VoL. Il. K the 
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the generality of the omrahs, and to place Fatti upon the throne. 
Fatti Chan defiring fome time to confider of it, difclofed the fecret 
to Shech Cabuli, and to his own mother, who advifed him againft 
fo horrid an action; and, left the affair fhould, by any other means, 
tranipire, fhe defired him to acquaint the fultan of their propofal. 
This he did accordingly, and the confpirators were detached upon 
different fervices, where they were put to death by the fultan’s 
orders. 


Secunder, in the year nine hundred and five, marched to Simbol, 
where he fpent four years in pleafure, and in tranfaéting civil affairs. 
But hearing of fome bad adminiftration of Afghir, the governor of 
Delhi, he fent an order to Chawafs Chan, governor of Matchiwarri, 
to march to Delhi, and fend Afghir prifoner to court. The go- 
vernor receiving advice of this order, left Delhi, and threw himéfelf 
at the fultan’s feet, but not being able to form any excufe for his 
bad practices, he was ordered into confinement. 


At this time there happened a remarkable inftance of reli- 
gious zeal and perfecution. A Brahmin, whofe name was Bhodin, 
upon being abufed by a Mahommedan, for his idolatry, happened 
to make a very moderate, but what proved to him a fatal reply. 
The reply was this: 4% That he efteemed the fame God to be the 
‘© object of all worfhip, and, therefore, believed the Mahomedan 
“and Hindoo religions to be equally good.” The bigotted Ma- 
hommedan, for what he thought the impiety of this anfwer, fum- 
moned the Brahmin immediately before the cafy. The affair 
making fome noife, by the various opinions of the public, the king 
called together all the Mahommedan doétors of fame in the empire, 
to decide the caufe. After many long difputes, the doctors brought 
in their verdict, that the Brahmin fhould be forced to turn Mahom- 
medan, or be put to death. The Brahmin, however charitable he 
might have been to all opinions upon religion, refufed to apoftatize, 

and 
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and accordingly died a martyr to his faith, which reflects no {mall 4-. Hie. o ig 
difhonor upon the fultan and his inquifitors. 


When Chawafs Chan entered Delhi, he found an order from the 
emperor to proceed immediately to court, with which he inftantly 
complied. At the fame time, Seid Chan Sirwani came from 
Lahore, who was a man of a very factious difpofition, and com- 
menced fome treafonable projects, for which he, Tattar Chan, and Some fae- 


tious omrahs 
Mahummud Shaw, were banifhed to Guzerat. banifhed. 


In the nine hundred and feventh of the Higera, Rai Man Sing, of 
Gualier, fent Nehal to the king with rich prefents ; but as this em- 
baffador talked in too high a ftrain, the emperor ordered him to 
depart, and declared war again{t his mafter. But he was prevented Secunder’s 
from the execution of his purpofe, for fome time, by the death of again Gua 
Chan Chanan Firmilli, governor of Biana, and by thofe difturbances ty furbances 
in that province, which fucceeded his death. The government of !* Biana. 
Biana having devolved upon Ameid Soliman, the fon of Chan Chanan, 
who was yet too young and unexperienced for fuch a charge, the king 
gave that appointment to Chawafs Chan. Sifdir Chan was fent with a 
force to reduce Agra, which belonged to the province of Biana, and 
had then revolted; another detachment being fent, at the fame time, 
to reduce the fort of Dolipoor, which was in the poffeffion of Raja 
Benaecdeo, who had begun to make warlike preparations. Here 
Chaja Bein, a warrior of great fame, fell by the fword, which fo 
irritated the fultan, who had a great efteem for him, that he 
marched himfelf againft that place. Upon his approach Rai Be- 
naecdeo left fome friends in the fort, and fled towards Gualier, 
but the garrifon, the next night, evacuated the place, and left the 
fultan to take pofleffion of it, 





He tarried there about a month, andthen marched to Gualier. Secunder 
marches to 


The raja of which place, changing his haughty ftile, now humbly Gualier. 
K 2 fued 
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fued for peace, fending him Seid Chan, Baboo Chan, Rai Ginith, 
and others, who had, at difterent times, fled from the fultan, and 
taken protection under him. At the fame time, he fent his own 
fon, Bickermagit, with prefents, who had the addrefs to procure 
peace. 


The fultan returned to Dolipoor, which he again beftowed upon 
Rai Benaecdeo; then marching to Agra, he, for the firft time, 
made that city imperial, by fixing his refidence there, and aban- 
doning the city of Delhi. Here he remained during the rains, and, 
in the year nine hundred and ten, marched towards Munderael, 
which he took, and deftroyed the Hindoo temples, ordering mofques 
to be builtin their ftead. Secunder returning to Dolipoor, removed 
the raja from his office, and gave it to Shech Kimir ul Dien. He 
paffed from thence to Agra, giving his omrahs leave to return to 
their refpective eftates. 


In the following year, upon Sunday the third of Siffer, there was 


* a violent earthquake in Agra, fo that the mountains fhook on their 


broad bafes, and every lofty building was levelled with the ground, 
fome thoufands being buried in the ruins. ‘The fultan, in the fame 
year, moved towards Gualier, and ftopped by the way fome time 
at Dolipoor, where he left his family, and, with an unincumbered 
army of horfe, proceeded to the hills, to plunder fome Hindoo 
rajas, from whom he took great fpoils, and ravaged their peaceful 
habitations. Juft as the fultan was paffing by the town of Javer, in 
the dominions of the raja of Gualier, he was attacked by a refolute 
body of men, who had laid in ambufh for him; but, by the bravery 
of Awid Chan and Ahmed Chan, the fons of Chan Jehan, the 
Hindoos were defeated, and a great number of rajaputs put to the 
{word. 


The 
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The fultan returned to Agra; and, in the year nine hundred and ay rios, 


twelve, he went towards the fort of Awintgur; and, as he had def- Secunder te- 
paired of reducing Gualier, he bent his whole ftrength to the re- gur, which ıs 
duction of this place. It was accordingly, in a fhort time, taken, 25e™ 

and all the rajaput garrifon put to the fword, the temples deflroyed, 

and mofques ordered to be built in their places. This government 

was conferred upon Bickin, the fon of Mujahid Chan, when fome 

envious perfons gave the king information that Mujahid Chan had 

taken a bribe from the raja of Awintgur, when they were marching 

againft him, in order to divert the king from that refolution. This 

being proved, Mujahid Chan was imprifoned at Dolipoor; after 

which the king, returning towards Agra, on the way loft eight 

hundred men, in one day, for want of water. 


The fultan, eyeing from his march the ruins of Agra, moved Secunder 
towards Narvar, a ftrong fort, in the diftri&t of Malava, then in the tei Nar- 
pofieffion of the Hindoos. He ordered Jellal Chan, governor of ¥*> 
Calpie, to advance before him, and inveft the place, which was ac- 
cordingly done. When the fultan arrived before Narvar, Jellal 
Chan drew up his army, out of refpe&, that the king might review 
them as he pafled. This circumftance proved very hurtful to Jellal, 
for, from that time, the king became jealous of his power, and 


determined to ruin him. 


The fultan furrounded the place, which was eight crores in cir- 
cumference, and began to carry on the fiege. The fiege was now 
protracted eight months, when the fultan received intelligence, that 
a treafonable correfpondence was carried on between fome of his 
omrahs and the garrifon, for which Jellal Chan and Sheri Chan 
were imprifoned in the fort of Awintgur. The garrifon, foon after, 
was obliged to capitulate, for want of provifions, and the king re- which he 
mained, for the fpace of fix months, at Narvar, breaking down nee 


temples, 
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temples, and building mofques. He there alfo eftablifhed a kind 
of monaftery, which he filled with divines and learned men. 


Shab ul Dien, the fon of Nafir ul Dien, king of Malava, being 
at this time difcontented with his father, propofed to meet Secun- 
der. The fultan immediately {fent hima drefs, and promifed to fup- 
port him in the government of Chinderi, againft the power of his 
father. But circumf{tances fo fell out, that it became unneceflary to 
take that unnatural ftep. 


The fultan, in the month of Shuban, nine hundred and fourteen, 
marched from Narvar; but after he had advanced to the river, he 
began to confider that it would be proper to furround that fortrefs with 
another wall. He therefore ordered that work to be immediately 
begun, and then he himfelf took the rout of Lohar. At that place 
he beftowed Calpie, in jagier, upon Niamut Chatoon, the wife of 
Cuttub Chan Lodi, and daughter of the prince Jellâl Chan. He 
then directed his march towards the capital, and arriving at Hitgat, 
fent a detachment again{t fome rebels in that country, and deftroyed 
all their habitations, placing {mall garrifons at proper diftances to 
overawe them. About this time he received advices, that Ahmed 
Chan, the fon of Mubarick Chan Lodi, governor of Lucknore, had 
turned idolater; upon which orders were difpatched to fend him pri- 
foner to court, and that his fecond brother, Sud Chan, fhould take 
the adminiftration of affairs in his ftead. 


In the year nine hundred and fifteen, the king marched to Doli- 
poor, and ordered caravanferas to be built at every ftage. Mahum- 
mud Chan Nagori having defeated Ali Chan and Abu Bicker, who 
had confpired againft him, they fled to the fultan for proteétion. 
Mahummud Chan, fearing they would bring the fultan again{t him, 
fent prefents by way of prevention, and ordered the chutba to be 

read 
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read in Secunder’s name. The fultan, pleafed with his fubmiffion, rs 1509- 
l ig. Ors. 
fent him a drefs of confirmation, and returned to Agra. aiea 
TeCurns to- 
wards Agra. 
He fpent fome months there in building, making fpacious gardens, Secunder’s 
` - . e , ù tranfactions 
and in hunting, then returned to Dolipoor, ordering Miah Soliman, at Doligoor. 
the fon of Chan Charan, to fuccour Huffen Chan. Soliman very 
imprudently told the king, that he could not prevail upon himfelf to 
leave the prefence. ‘This expreffion threw the fultan into a violent 
rage, and he forthwith ordered him from his fervice and camp by 
next morning at day-light, or that otherwife all his effefis fhould be 


given to the foldiers as public plunder. 


Much about this time, Bogit Chan, governor of Chinderi, who rer we 
held that place of the king of Malava, feeing the weaknefs of his ) 
own prince, turned his face to Sultan Secunder. ‘That monarch 
fent Amad ul Muluck to fupport Bogit in his rebellion. He foon 
after returned to Agra, and iffued a proclamation bearing the fub- 
miflion of Bogit Chan, and his own confequent right to that coun- 
try. He fent more troops and omrahs to Chinderi, who entirely 


fettled it as an appendage of the empire. Bogit Chan found matters 





carried on in his government in fuch a manner, that he was con- 
{trained to refign his office, and come to court. 


After this, we find no tranfaCtions worthy of memory in the em- 
pire, till the year nine hundred and twenty two. Ali Chan Nagori, 
fuba of Suifuper, in that year prevailed upon Dowlat Chan, gover- 
nor of Rintimpore, which he then held of Malava, to deliver the 
fort to Sultan Secunder, if that monarch fhould come in perfon to 
take pofieffion of it. The fultan, with great joy, clofed with the 
propofal, and fet out towards Biana, to which place the governor of 
Rintimpore came to meet him, and was gracioufly received. But a TAA E 
Ali Chan, who had been difappointed in fome favors which he ex- dhs san : 


pected for bringing this matter to bear, refolved {till to prevent the more. 
accom- 
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accomplifhment of it. He had fo much influence upon the gover 

nor, that he made him retract his promife about giving up the fort, 
though he had put himfelf in the fultan’s power. The fultan hav- 
ing found out the caufe of this change, difgraced Ali Chan, and 
deprived him of his government, but was obliged to return to Agra 
without fucceeding in his defign upon Rintimpore, fetting the gover- 
nor at liberty, notwithftanding he had fo egregioufly deceived him. 


To Agra the fultan fummoned all the diftant omrahs together, 
with an intention to reduce Gualier. But he was, in the midtft of 
his preparations, in the year nine hundred and twenty three, taken 
ill of a quinfey, of which he died, having reigned, with great repu- 
tation and ability, twenty eight years and five months. 


S EC TFT ION X. 


The reign of SULTAN IBRAHIM BEN SULTAN SECUNDER. 


Sy ene Secunder dying at Agra, his fon Ibrahim immediately 
fucceeded him in the throne. This prince, contrary to the 
manners and policy of his father and grandfather, behaved himfelf 
with infupportable pride and arrogance to his friends and family. 
One foolith expreffion of his was, that king’s had no relations, but 
that every body fhould be the flaves of royalty. The omrahs, who 
were always before honored with a feat in the prefence, were now 
conftrained to ftand by the throne, with their hands croffed before 
them. They were fo much difgufted with this infolence, that they 
privately became his enemies. 


A confpiracy therefore was formed, in which it was agreed to 
leave Ibrahim in pofieffion of Delhi, and a few dependent provinces, 
and 
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and to place the prince Jellal Chan, his brother, upon the throne of “Hie. rg 
Jionpoor. Jellal Chan marched from Calpie, by the aid and advice pli elas 
of the difuffected omrahs, and mounted the throne of Jionpoor. 
He appointed Fatte Chan his vifier, who brought over all the om- 


rahs of thefe parts to his intereft. 


Chan Jehan Lohani came at that time from Beri, to congratulate 
Sultan Ibrahim upon his acceflion, and, in a very high ftrain, be- 
gan to blame the omrahs for dividing the empire, which, he faid, 
would be attended with many evil confequences. The omrahs, Defigns to 
fenfible of the impropriety of their conduct, determined, as Jellal ORRSE ine 
Chan could not yet be well eftablifhed, to call him back, and fo 
diveft him of his new-affumed royalty. ‘They accordingly fent 
Hybut Chan, with deceptious letters, to recal him, faying, that 
there was a fcheme for him in agitation, and that it was neceffary 


he fhould f{peedily come to fupport it. 


But Hybut Chan having over-acted his part, by flattery and im- The omrahs 
portunity, Jellal Chan fufpected a plot againft himfelf, and wrote "caver 
them a genteel excufe. They, however, not difcovering his jea- hing Jel- 


loufy, fent Shah Zadda Mahummud Firmilli, Malleck Ifmaiel Sel- poor "27 
wani, Cafi Mudgeid ul Dien Hadjib, and Sifil Hadjib, to enforce 
the requeft of Hybut Chan; but Jellal took no notice of their fol- 


licitations or intrigues. 


Sultan Ibrahim, and his omrahs, finding that thefe baits would 
not take with Jellal, iflued a proclamation, declaring all the om- 
rahs, who fhould join him, traitors to the ftate; at the fame time 
fending prefents and envoys to all the principal officers in thofe 
parts. ‘Thefe means had the defired efe&, and the omrahs, on the 
fide of Jellal, were brought over from his intereft, by degrees. 


VoL. II. L The 
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e T The affairs of Jellal Chan declining in this manner, he faw that 


a: re- nothing but a refolute attempt could retrieve them. He accord- 
arms. ingly marching to Calpie, fecured his family in that fort; and, 
collecting all his ftrength, affumed the title of Sultan Jellal ul Dien, 
and was determined to try his fortune in the field. He fent, at 
the fame time, a trufty ambafiador to Azim Huamaioon, who held 
Callinger for Sultan Ibrahim, and had a great army in pay, to beg 
a gis his affiftance. Azim was prevailed upon to join him; and a refolu- 
maioon, tion was formed, firft to fettle the countries about Jionpoor, and af- 
terwarcs to think of affairs of {till greater moment. 'Fhey accord- 
ingly marched, with all expedition, againf{ Mubarick Chan Lodi, 


{fuba of Oud, whom they drove to Lucknore. 


Sultan Ibrahim hearing of thefe tranfactions, marched his army 
to that quarter, fending his other brothers, in confinement, to Haffi, 
where he penfioned them for life. Upon his march towards Oud, 

who deferts he was informed that Azim Humaioon had deferted Jellal ul Dien, 
iti and was now upon his way to meet him, which gave him great joy. 
He {ent fome omrahs to efcort him to his camp, where he was very 
favorabiy received. A number of other omrahs, of thofe parts, 
joined Ibrahim; and he difpatched the greateft part of his army, 
under the command of Azim Humaioon Lodi, againft Jellal ul Dien. 
But before Azim could come up with Jellal, he threw a garrifon 
into Calpie, and, with thirty thoufand horfe, gave him the flip, and 
Jellal marched directly towards Agra; while Azim Humaioon laid fiege 
Aaa. to Calpie. 
Jeilal ul Dien had it now in his power either to take poffeffion 
of, or to plunder, the treafury. But he feems to have been perfect- 
Deceived by ly infatuated. Malleck Adam, who was in the city with a fmall 
a. garrifon, not only prevailed upon him to relinquifh that advantnge, 
but amufed him with hopes of his brother’s favor, till he fent him 
all his enfigns of royalty, Adam went fo far as to promife to Jellal 


the 
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the government of Calpie, and other advantages, without having 4: Elig, aen 
any powers of treating from the king. 


Malleck Adam fent the whole to Ibrahim, and acquainted him of 
every particular. But the fultan having now taken Calpic, and the 
treaty being concluded without his authority, he took no notice of 
it, but marched againft Jellal ul Dien, who, now deferted by his 
army for his pufillanimity, was obliged to fly to Gualier, and folicit a to 
the protection of the raja of that place. Ibrahim came to Agra, Ibrahim re- 
where he remained to regulate the affairs of the government, = 
which, fince the death of Secunder, had fallen into great confufion. 
Karim Daad Twa was fent to take charge of Delhi, and Shah Zadda 


Mungu to Chunder1. 


About this time, the king, without any apparent reafon, con- 
ceived a difguft at Miah Boah, who was formerly vifier to Secunder, 
and put him in chains, conferring at the fame time great honours 
upon his fon. He then formed a refolution of reducing Gualier, or- sends an ar- 
dering Azim Humaioon to march from Kurrah againft it, with 073%" 
thirty thoufand horfe, and three hundred elephants. Seven other 
omrahs, with armies, were fent to reinforce Aziin. 


Jellal Chan, who had taken refuge in Gualier, being intimidated, 
fled to the king of Malava. The imperial army arriving before Gualier be- 
Gualier, invefted the place, ‘and in a few days Raja Maan Singh, fieged. 
who was a prince of great valour and capacity, died, and his fon 
Bickermagit fucceeded him in the rajafhip. After the fiege had 
been carried on fome months, the army of Ibrahim at length pof- 
fefled them{felves of an outwork at the foot of the hill, upon which 
the fort, called Badilgur, ftood. They found in that place a Brazen 
Bull, which had been a long time worfhiped there, and fent it to 
Agra; from whence it was afterwards conveyed to Delhi, and placed 
at the gate of Bagdat. 

L 2 The 
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“Hig. m The unfortunate Jellal, who had gone over to Sultan Mahmood 
of Malava, not being well received there, fled to the raja of Kury- 

Jellal taken, Katka, but was feized upon by the way, and fent prifoner to Ibra- 
him’s camp. Ibrahim pretended to fend him prifoner to Haffi, but 

and affami- gave private orders to affaflinate him upon the way, which was ac- 

nated. cordingly done.— What are thofe charms in power, which could in- 
duce a man to fhed the blood of a brother ? 


Tbrahim’s Nor was Ibrahim fatisfied with the death of Jellal; he imbrued 

i his hands in the blood of feveral omrahs of great diftinction. He 

called Azim Humaioon Sirwani from Gualier, when juft upon the 

Gualier point of taking the place, imprifoned him and his fon Fatte Chan, 

ii turning out his other fon Iflam Chan from the fubafhip of Kurrah. 

But when Iflam had heard of his father’s and brother’s imprifon- 

The rebel. ment, and of his own difgrace, he erected the ftandard of rebellion, 
lion of Iam defeating Ahmed Chan who was fent to take his government. 

The fultan having received advices of the reduction of Gualier, 
which had been for a hundred years in the hands of the Hindoos, he 
had leifure to turn all his power to fupprefs the rebellion at Kurrah. 
Azim Humaioon Lodi and Seid Chan, after the reduction of the 
place, were permitted to go to their jagiers at Lucknore; where, 
joining the intereft of Iflam Chan, they ftirred up more difturb- 


ances. 


Ibrahim placing very little dependence upon the fidelity of the 
troops which he had near him, iffued orders for thofe of the diftant 
provinces to repair to his fttandards. He, in the mean time, confer- 
red great favours upon Ahmed Chan, the brother of Azim Hu- 

Ahmedjs maioon Lodi, and giving him the command of the army, fent him 
ae againft Ilam Chan. Ahmed having arrived in the environs of Kin- 
noge, Eckbal Chan, a dependent of Azim Humaioon Sirwani, 

rufhed 
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rufhed out from an ambufh with five thoufand horfe, and having cut 
off a number of the imperial troops, made good his retreat. 


The fultan was greatly exafperated againft Ahmed, upon receiv- 
ing intelligence of this defeat. He wrote to him not to expeét his 
favor, if he did not quickly exterminate the rebels; at the fame 
time, by way of precaution, fending another army to fupport him. 


The rebels were now about forty thoufand {trong in cavalry, be- 
fides five hundred elephants, anda great body of infantry. When 
Ahmed Chan had received the reinforcement which we have 
mentioned, and the two armies came in fight of each other, Shech 
Raja Bochari, who was e{teemed the firft man for parts in that age, 
was defirous of bringing aifairs to an amicable accommodation. 
Overtures being made, the rebels confented to difmifs their army, 
upon condition that Azim Humaioon {fhould be fet at liberty. 
Ibrahim would not hearken to thefe terms. He fent orders to 
Diria Chan Lohani, fuba of Behar, to Nifir Chan Lohani, and 
Shech Zadda Mahummud Firmilli, to advance from that quarter, 
againft the rebels. ‘The infurgents foolifhly permitted themfelves 
to be amufed till the armies from Behar joined. The treaty being 
then broke off, they were reduced either to fly or fight upon equal 
terms. 


They refolved upon the latter, and accordingly drew up in order 
of battle. Urged on by defpair and refentment, they did juftice to 
valor, and were upon the point of defeating the imperialifts, when 
Iflam Chan was killed, and Seid Chan difmounted and taken. 
Thefe unfortunate accidents difcouraging the troops, they {topped 
fhort, and ioon after turned their face to flight. Their dominions, 
treafure, and baggage fell at once into the hands of the king. 


Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim now gave full {cope to his hatred and refentment againtt 
the omrahs of Secunder, and many of them were barbaroufiy put to 
death. Azim Eiumaioon Sirwani, Miah Boah, and others, who 
were in confinement, were, at the fame time, afiaffinated, and fear 
and terror took poffeflion of every heart. Thefe cruelties and af- 
fallinations gave rife to another rebellion. Diria Chan Lohani, 
fuba of Behar, Chan Jehan Lodi, and Miah Hafen Firmilli, turned 
their heads from the yoke of obedience. The fultan having re- 
ceived intelligence of this defection, fent a private order to the 
{hechs of Chunderi, to take off Miah Hafen Firmilli, fuba of 
that country, and thefe holy perfons accordingly affaffinated him in 
his bed. This frefh inftance of Ibrahim’s bafenefs and tyranny ferved 


only to create him more enemies. 


Diria Chan, fuba of Beria, died about this time, and his fon of 
the fame name, afflumed the title of Sultan Mahummud, with all 
the enfigns of royalty. He was joined by all the difcontented 
omrahs, and found himfelf at the head of a hundred thoufand horfe, 
with which he took poffeflion of all the countries as far as Simbol, 
defeating the fultan’s troops in repeated engagements. 


Ghazi Chan Lodi came about this time with the army from 
Lahore, by the fultan’s orders. But having heard of his tyrannies, 
by the way, he was apprehenfive of danger to himfelf, and returned 
to his father, Dowlat Chan, at Lahore. Dowlat, {eeing no fafety 
but in extremes, revolted from the fultan, and follicited Baber, who 
then reigned in Cabul, to come to the conqueft of Hindoftan. 
The firft thing, however, that Dowlat did, was to obtain from 
Sultan Baber, Alla ul Dien, the brother of Ibrahim, now in the 
fervice of Cabul. Supporting him, as a cover to his mealures, with 
his whole force, he reduced the country as far as Delhi. Alla was 
joined by the omrahs of thofe parts, fo that his army now confifted 
of upwards of forty thoufand horfe, with which he invefted Delhi. 

Ibrahim 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


Ibrahim refolved to march againft him, but when he came within 
fix crore of Alla ul Dien’s army, he was furprized by that prince 
in the night. A confufed and tumultuous fight was maintained to 
day-light, when Ibrahim found that he was deferted by fome of his 
omrahs, who had joined Sultan Alla ul Dien. Sultan Ibrahim ob- 
ferving, in the morning, that the troops of Alla ul Dien were dif- 
perfed, in plundering his camp, rallied a number of his troops, and 
the greateft part of his elephants, returned to the attack, and drove 
him off the field, with great flaughter. Ibrahim entered Delhi 
in triumph, and Alla ul Dien, feeing no hopes of reducing it, re- 


treated to Punyjaab. 


In the year nine hundred and thirty two, Zehir ul Dien Ma- 
hummud Baber drew his army againft Ibrahim, as will be hereafter 
related at large, overthrew him in the field of Panniput, deprived 
him of his life and kingdom, and transferred the empire to the 
family of Timur. Sultan Ibrahim reigned twenty years. 


SECTION XI. 


The hiftory of Zen1r ut Dien ManummMup Baser, be- 
fore his invafion cf Hindoftan. 


A. D. 15 
Hig. 


2z 
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BU SEID MIRZA dying in Ayrack *, left eleven fons, Of the fami. 


Mirza Sultan Ahmed, Mirza Sultan Mahmood, Mirza Sultan 1y 0f Baber. 


Mahummud, Mirza Sharoch, Mirza Aligh Beg, Mirza Amer Shech, 
Mirza Aba Bekir, Mirza Sultan Murad, Mirza Sultan Chilili, Mirza 
Sultan Willid, and Mirza Sultan Amer. Four of the fons of Mirza 


* One of the provinces of Peifia. 


arrived 
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“ing. s ‘arrived to the dignity of kings; Mirza Aligh Beg to the throne of 
Cabul; Mirza Sultan Ahmed to the kingdom of Samarcand; Mirza 
Amer Shech to the united thrones of Indija and Firghana ; and 
Mirza Sultan Mahmood to thofe of Kundiz and Buduchfhan. 


Eunus Chan, king of Mogulftan, gave to each of thofe four kings 

Mirza Amer, One Of his daughters in marriage, excepting to Aligh Beg. Mirza 
eg °F Amer Shech , by Catlick Negar, the daughter of Eunus Chan, had 
a fon, whom he named Baber, born in the year eight hundred and 


lineally de- eighty eight. The relation between Timur * and Abu Seid, the grand- 
foended from ï 


Tiai father of Baber, is this: Sultan Abu Seid was the fon of Sultan 
Mahummud, the fon of Miran Shaw, the fon of Timur, Lord of 
Ages. 

Baber’s un- Mirza Baber, when as yet but twelve years old, difcovered a 

i. Er capacity fo uncommon at that age, that Mirza Amer gave him the 


kingdom of Indija; and, when his father, upon Monday, the fourth 

of Ramzan, in the eight hundred and ninety ninth of the Higera, 

Succeeds his fell from the roof of a pigeon-houfe, and was killed, Mirza Baber 

ain was advanced to the throne, and aflumed the title of Zehire ul 
Dien. 


Befieged by Mirza Sultan Ahmed, and Sultan Mahmood, his uncles, led their 
a arr armies again{t him, to be revenged of him, in his nonage, for the 
war of his father againft them, hoping by the advantage which 
the acceffion of a child might afford, to appropriate his kingdoms 
to themfelves. But an accident defeated their ambitious defigns. 
After befieging him in the capital of Indija, there happened fo 
great a mortality among their troops and cavalry, that they were 
ieee glad to enter into treaty, and to raife the fiege. Sultan Ahmed 


obliged to died upon his way to Samarcand. 
retreat. 


* “Tamerlane. 


The 
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The kings cf Cafhgar and Chutun foon after drew a great army A P- es 


towards the borders of Orgund, and made war upon Baber; but he Baber ~ 
obliged them to retreat. He, at this time, appointed Haffen Ja- rebcili- us 
coob governor of Indija, who was not faithful to his truft. He rebel- ———— 
led in the year nine hundred, but Baber marched againft him, and 
obiiged him to fly towards Samarcand. In the fame year, Ibrahim 

Sarid, the governor of Afhira, rebelled, and read the chutba in the 

name of Bufinker. Baber marched againfthim, and befieged him 

in Afhira, which he reduced in the {pace of forty days; and the 

rebel was obliged to come forth with a fword and coffin before him. 

Baber, however, forgave him, and marched to Chojind, and from 

thence to Sharuchia, to meet Sultan Mahmood, with whom he re- 
mained a few days, and returned to Indija. 


Baifinker, king of Samarcand, having poffefied himfelf of Artaba, Befieges Ar- 
which was a long time the property of Omar Shech, Baber re- e Aed iii 
folved to retake the place, and marched accordingly with his army 
againít it, the very next feafon. Shech Zulnoon, who held it on the 
part of the king of Samarcand, made a refolute defence, till the ap- 
proach of winter obliged Baber to raife the fiege, and return to 


to Indija. 


Baber, in the year following, drew his army towards Samarcand, Marche- to- 
being in alliance with Sultan Alli, the brother of Baifinker Mirza, W4s Sa- 
and king of Bochara; for the former endeavoured to recover from 
the latter the kingdom of Samarcand. The confederate kings not 
being able to reduce Samarcand that year, they returned home for Returns 


the winter feafon, and made great preparations for another campaign. 


Both the kings, accordingly, in the year nine hundred and two, 
in the beginning of the fpring, took the route of Samarcand. Sul- 
tan Alli reached Samarcand firft, and Mirza Baifinker advanced 
without the city, and encamped before him; but, upon Baber’s ar- 

Vou. II. M rival, 
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A. D. 1496. rival, he retreated within his walls in the night. Eulu Chaja, who 


Hig. goz. 


Belieges Sa- 
marcand. 
The fiere 
tailed. 


Baber takes 
Samarcand. 


Deferted by 
part of his 
amy. 


was going the rounds of Baber’s camp, difcovered the retreat of 
Bailinker, and falling upon his rear, put a great number to tne 
{word. Baber laid fiege to a fort, called Afhira, at a {mall diftance 
from the city, and took it. The confederates, after this fuccefs, 
attacked Samarcand, which was defended with great bravery, till 
winter obliged them to raife the fiege, and retire to quarters, till the 


enfuing feafon. 


Sultan Alli returned to Bochara, and Baber to a place called Cha- 
jadidar. Shubjani Chan, upon his march from Turkiftan, to join 
the king of Samarcand, came before Baber, but he thought proper 
to make the beft of his way for Samarcand. Shubiani and Baifin- 
kir quarrelled foon after, and the former returned to his own coun- 
try. This circumftance fo much diftreffed Baifinkir, that, with a 
finall retinue, he went in perfon to beg the affiftance of Chutero 
Shaw, king of Kunduz, while Baber, feizing this opportunity, 
haftened to Samarcand, and, in the year nine hundred and three, 
entered the city without oppofition, and mounted the throne, being 
acknowledged by the greateft part of the omrahs. 


But as Baber had taken the place by capitulation, and forbad all 
manner of plunder, the army, to whom he was greatly in arrears, 
and who ferved him only for the hopes of booty, began to difperfe. 
The Moguls, who were commanded by Ibrahim Chan Begehuck, 
went off in a body, and were followed by feveral other chiefs, with 
their whole dependents, to Achfi, where Jehangire, the brother of 
Baber, commanded. Jehangire, by the aid of the deferters, and 
that of a prince, called Ozin Haffen, declared himfelf king of In- 
dija. He wrote, by way of fneer to his brother, that as Baber had 
fubdued the kingdom of Samarcand, he begged to be indulged with 
that of Indija. 

Baber 
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Baber having received this meflage, gave way to his paflion, and, Elie. bs 


in blaming the perfidy of thofe chiefs who had deferted him, im- 
prudently threw fome reflections upon thofe who remained. The 

omrahs refented this behaviour, by abandoning him, and joining his apime k 
brother. Baber, in the utmoft diftrefs, ient Eulu Chaja to endea- army. 

vor to reconcile the omrahs to him again, but they fent a party to 


way-lay the embailador, and cut him to pieces. 


Ali Dooft and Molana Cafi, in the mean time, threw a garrifon 
into the fort of Indija, and continued to hold it out for Baber. The 
faithful omrahs fent advice to Baber of their fituation; but, unfer- 
tunately at this time, he was taken fo extremely ill, that, not able His misfor- 
to {wallow any thing, he barely exifled by having moiftened cotton = 
applied to his lips. When he had recovered his health, and found 
the prefling fituation of his affairs in Indija, he determined to run 
the rifque of lofing Samarcand, rather than his paternal dominions, 
and accordingly directed his march homewards. But Ali Dooft, and 
his friends in Indija, having heard that Baber was certainly dead, 
had capitulated, and given up the place to Jehangire. This traitor Indija taken. 
aliaflinated Molana, and, mounting the throne, read the chutba in 


his own name. 


This difagreeable intelligence, and other advices, that the Sama- 
candians had revolted, were, at once, brought to Baber, upon his Samarcand 
march, which threw him into the utmoft diftrefs, having now loft — 
both kingdoms. He fent, as his lat refource, Amir Cam Cudgi 
to Tafhcund, to entreat the affittance of Mahmood. That fultan 
haftened to Jilka, where he and Baber met; but an emifiary, at 
the fame time, came to Mahmood, from Jehangire, who managed 
matters fo well, that Sultan Mahmood left his two nephews to fettle 
their own differences, and returned to Tafhcund. This unexpected 
blow had fuch an effe& upon the affairs of Baber, that they now 

M 2 appeared 
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A. D. t406; 4 1° ip . ‘ . 
tie — appeared fo defperate, that of all his army, in a n days, only forty 

Baber, in the horfemen remained with him, to conquer two kingdoms. 

utmo l- 

fire{ , 


In this forlorn fituation he retreated to Chojind. He wrote from 
thence to Mahummud Haffein Gorgan Doghelat, at Artaba, acquaint- 
ing him, that the place in which he was then could not protect him 
from the fury of his enemies; he therefore earneftly folicited him 

fes to Bi- to permit him to pafs the winter at Bifhaer. Mahummud Hafiein 

neil confented to this requeft ; and Baber accordingly took up his quar- 
ters there. He began to recruit a new army, writing to all the 
friends he could think of, to join him. 


Hetakesthe After a few were gathered round his ftandard, he confidered that 

field with a ’ à ° > 

few. his future fortune depended entirely upon the reputation of his arms, 
and refolved to employ them againft his enemies. He, therefore, 
haftened to Barnilack, where he took fome forts by affault, and 
fome by ftratagem. But thefe petty exploits were of little fervice to 
him, for his affairs bore ftill a very ruinous afpect, which threw him 
into great perplexity. He received, in the mean time, agreeable 

Baber invited tidings from Alli Dooft Tighai, begging his forgivenefs, and in- 
forming him, that he was in poffeffion of the garrifon of Marinaan, 
and if Baber fhould come to take poffeffion of it, he would number 


himfelf among his flaves. 


Baber did not hefitate to accept this offer, and arriving at the 
place, he met Alli Dooft at the gate, who put him into poffeffion 
of the fort, and fupplied his finances. Baber immediately fent 
Amer Caffim Codgi towards the mountains of Indija, and Ibrahim 
Sara and Vifs Laghiri towards Achfi, to endeavcr to bring over 
His affairs friends to his party. ‘This meafure had the defired effect, for the 
ki Évorable mountaineers of Indija were gained to the intereft of Baber, while 
pe Ibrahim Sara and Vifs Laghiri fettled matters with the governor of 

the fort of Baab, and two or three more, who declared for Baber. 


The 
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The negotiations of that prince fucceeded, at the fame time, at the 4: en ol 
court of his uncle, Sultan Mahmood Chan, of Bochara, who march- 
ed to join him. 


Jehangire, having received intelligence of the proceedings at ee: “a 
Marinaan, and of the efforts of Baber to raife an army, marched “edhe 
with his forces towards that place, and fat down before it. He 
detached, at the fame time, part of his army towards Achfi, who, 
faliing in with Mahmood Chan, were defeated, with great flaugh- 
ter. When Jehangire and Ozin Hafen received thefe advices, they 
were {truck with embarrafiment, and retreated to Indija. But Na- Retreats. 
firbeg, the fon-in-law of Ozin Haffen, who had now the govern- 
ment of that city, feeing the favorable afpect of Baber's affairs, by 
the junction of Sultan Mahmood, and feveral parties of Ufbecks, 
determined not to admit Jehangire, and immediately fent a mef- Denied ad- 
fenger to haften Baber to take poffefiion of the place. ‘This check indije _— 
ruined the affairs of Jehangire, for immediately his army began to The affairs of 
difperfe, while he himfelf took the way to Oft, and Ozin Haffen oe in 


that of Achfi. 


Baber, by this time, advanced to Indija, and teok poffeffion of aan ae 
that city, conferring honors upon his friends; and thus the capital minions. 
of Firghana was, in the year nine hundred and four, reftored to 
its former adminiftration. Upon the fourth day after the arrival 
of Baber, he fet out for Achfi, where Ozin Haffen capitulated, and 
was permitted to retire to Hiffaar, Cafim Ogib being appointed 
governor of the place. The king returned to Indija, with the 
greateft part of Ozin Haffen’s troops, who inlifted themfelves 
under his victorious banners. 





But the forces of Haffen having, upon a former occafion, plun- 
dered feveral perfons, then in the king’s army, of their effets, a com- 
plaint was made to Baber, and orders were iffued to reftore the 
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plunder to the proper owners. The Moguls, unwilling to comply 
witn this order, mounted their horfes, and, to a man, fet out i- 
Orgund, where they joined Mirza Jehangire and Ahmed Timbul, 
by which they were again in a condition to march againft Indija. 
The king fent Cafim Cougi to oppofe them, who was defeated. with 
great flaughter, many of the king’s principal omrahs being flain, and: 
feveral taken prifoners. 


The enemy advanced with all expedition, and laid fiege to Indija 
for the {pace of thirty days, but as they could effect nothing againtt it, 
they marched towards Oufe. The king having recruited his army, 
marched, in the year nine hundred and five, towards Oufe, while the 
enemy, by another road, made a pufh towards Indija. Baber, how- 
ever, trufting to his friends in that city, and the ftrength of the 
place, marched to Badwerd, a ftrong fort in the poffeffion of Chiliti, 
brother to Ahmed Timbul. Chilili defended the place with great 
refolution, but at length was forced to a capitulation, by the terms 
of which, he was exchanged for the king’s friends, who had fallen 
into the enemy's hands. 


Ahmed Timbul, in the mean time, made an attempt to fcale the 
walls of Indija in the night, but was repulfed with great lofs. Ba- 
ber, by this time, returning to that place, took a {trong poft by 
the banks of the river. He encamped before the enemy for the 
{pace of forty days, and then determined to attack their camp, 
though with great difadvantage. After an obftinate and bloody re- 
fiftance, thc rebels were driven out of their trenches, and difperfed. 
The king, after the victory, entered the city in triumph. 


Baber was informed in Indija, that fix thoufand horfe from Mah- 
mood Chan, whofe policy it was to weaken both parties, had come 
to the affiftance of Jehangise, and had fat down before Cafhan - 
The king, though it was now the middle of winter, in fevere froft and 

{now, 
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fiow, marched that way, upon which the allies retreated to their “Hig. — 
own country. Ahmed Timbul, who was upon his march to join who raites 
the ege ot 


the rebels, fell in accidentally with the king, in a fitvation where Catan. 
he could not efcape, had not the night favered his retreat; by 
which means he went off with little lofs. ‘The king purtued hin 
under the walls of Bifhare, and encamped in fight. 


Upon the fourth day, Ali Dooft and Cumber Alli, prevailed upon = pesce be- 
the king to make propotals of accommodation. ‘The terms were and his bro- 
immediately agreed upon; that Mirza Jehangire fhould keep pof- ee 
{eflion of all the country between the river Chajand and Achii; and 
that the kingdom of Indija, and the diftriéts of Orguid, ihould re- 
main to Baber; that if the latter fhould ever recover the kingdom of 


Samarcand, he fhould give up Indija to Jehangzire. 


After thefe terms of pacification were folemaly ratified by mutual 
oaths, the brothers had an interview, and the prifoners upon both 
fides were fet at liberty. The king returned to Indija, where Alli The info- 
Dooft, who was a man of great wealth and power, had began to To - 
exert unbounded authority. He banifhed fome, and imprifoned 
others, without the king’s permiffion ; while his fon, Mahummud 
Dooft, took a princely ftate upon himfelf. The king, upon ac- 


count of his great influence, and the numerous enemies which envi- 
roned his dominions, was conftrained to difflemble his refentment. 


In the mean time, Mahummud Mazidlir Chan, an omrah of Sultan 
Alli Mirza of Samarcand, apprehenfive of danger from his matter, 
joined Bijaan Mirza, the fon of Sultan Mahmood, and carried him 
againit Samarcand. Bijaan Mirza was defeated, returned, and fent 
an embaffador to Baber, inviting him to the conqueft of that king- 
dom. Baber embraced the propofal, and drew his army towards paber’s ex- 
samarcand. Mahummud Mazidlir Chan having joined Baber upon pedition to 
his march, it was refolved in council to fend a perlon to found Chaja 


Cuttub 
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“ee! 1499: Cuttub ul Dien Eiah, who had almoft the whole power of Samar- 
S: >" cand in his hands. He returned them for anfwer, that they might 
march towards the city, and whatever was found then moft advife- 


able, fhould be done. 


In the mean time, Sultan Mahmood Dildai, who commanded a 
tribe in Baber’s camp, left his poft without any apparent realon, fled 
to Samarcand, and acquainted the enemy of the correfpondence 
with Chaja Eiah, which difconcerted their meafures. His veteran 
troops crowded to the king’s ftandard, making complaints againft 
Alli Dooft. Baber, therefore, determined to difmifs him from his 
prefence, fo that he and his fon went over to Ahmed Timbul, but 

al Doot in a few days he died. 
leS. 

At this time Shubiani Chan had taken Bochara, and was upon 
full march to conquer Samarcand, which Sultan Alli Mirza was ad- 
vifed to relinquifh to him. Baber, upon hearing this news, went 
to Kifh, and from thence to Hiffar, where Mahummud Mafidlis 
Chan, and the omrahs of Samarcand, defpairing of taking that city, 

Baber defert- left him, and went to Chafero Shaw. Baber, after this defertion, 

ee Seis was obliged to take the way to Sirtack, over rocks, ftones, and rug- 
ged paths, by which his army fuffered exceedingly, having loft moft 
part of his camels and horfes. ‘This circumftance difpiriied his 
troops to fuch a degree, that they all deferted him by the time he 

excepttwo reached Barnilack, except two hundred and forty men. 

hundred and 

foity men. 

Any man but Baber would have now defpaired of fuccefs in his 
defigns ; but though he had left a kingdom to which he might have 
ftill returned, his ambition prompted him to run the rifque of a 


Hisdaring young adventurer for another. He accordingly marched direétly for 


attempt upon 


Ganarcand, oamarcand, with this {mall retinue, with an intention to get into 


that city, without being difcovered. His hopes were, that he could 
raife a faction among his friends, while yet the city was in diforder. 
He 
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He entered Samarcand in the dufk of the evening, and went to Eurit £. D- 1499. 
i ; ; : ; è Hig. gc5. 

Chan’s houfe, but in a few minutes his arrival was whifpered about, 

and the whole city began tobe in an uproar. Baber, as his fcheme Obliged to 

was not ripe for execution, thought it high time to make his efcape, retreat, 


which he did accordingly, without any lofs. 


After he had got clear of the city, he looked back and repented 
of his precipitate flight. He immediately ftopped in a grove, where, 
being wearied with the fatigue of the day, he laid himfelf down 
upon the ground to fleep, as did the greateft part of his retinue. In His dream. 
about an hour he awaked from a dream, in which he imagined he 
faw Nafir ul Dien Abdalla, a dirveth of great repute, coming to- 
wards his houfe. He thought that he invited the dirvefh to fit 
down, upon which his fteward fpread a table cloth before him, at 
which the dirvefh feemed greatly offended *, and rofe to go away. 
The king begged he would excufe him, as the offence was com- 
mitted by a fervant. The dirveth, upon this, took him by the arm, 
and held him up towards the {ky, upon which he awoke, and call- 
ing up his attendants, related his dream, and determined to make 
an attempt immediately upon Samarcand. 


Baber’s fmall party having mounted their horfes, returned and Returns to 
reached the bridge about midnight. He detached eighty of his men oR 
before to a low part of the wall, near the Lover's Cave, which they tia 
fcaled by the help of a hook-rope, and coming round to the gate 
and falling upon the guard commanded by Cafiter Chan, killed and 
difperfedthem. They immediately fet open the gate, and admitted 
the king and his {mall party. The city was alarmed; but the party 
proclaiming the name of Baber as they pafled through the ftreets, all 
who were his friends flocked to him, while his enemies, not 


* The Orientals never eat abroad without a formal invitation ; befides, thefe inde- 
pendent dirvefhes live upon rice and water, and will not condefcend to be entertained 
by princes. 
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knowing his ftrength, ran diftracted from place to place to join their 
leaders. 


In a fhort time the alarm reached the houfe of Chaja Cuttub ul 
Dien Eiah, where feven thoufand Ufbecks werc quartered. ‘They 
rufhed out and joined Shubiani Chan, who, with cight thoufand 
Uibecks, lay in the citadel of Didar. Shubiani, with one hundred 
and fifty men, commanding the reft to wait for orders, fet out for 
the iron gate, but feeing he could do nothing with that handful, he 
retreated. Baber, in the mean time, attended by fome thoufands, 
who rent the fky with acclamations, followed him fo clofe, that 
Shubiani Chan could not, either by wordsor example, make one cf 
the Ulfbecks ftand his ground. He therefore followed them out at 
the oppofite gate, and fled towards Bochara, and Samarcand imme- 
diately fubmitted to Baber. 


This action, if we confider the ftrength of the place, the troops 
it contained, the alarm that had been fpread in the evening, the 
fmall number who attempted it, the uncertainty of being joined by 
the citizens, and many other difficulties, we muft efteem it equal 
to the boldeft enterprize in hiftory. The authors who relate it, very 
juftly give it the preference to any of the exploits of Timur. 


Mahummud Mufidter Chan took this opportunity of wrefting 
the forts of Kirfhi and Heraz from the Ufbecks; while Abul 
Hafen Mirza, from Muracufs, came and took Kole. Sultan Baber 
fent ambaffladors to Sultan Haffein Mirza, and other neighbouring 
princes, his relations, to requeft their alliance, to drive Shubiani 
Chan cut cf Maver ul Nere. ‘They either paid no regard to Baber’s 
ambafly, or fent fuch pitiful fupplies, as {erved no purpofe. Shu- 
biani, by this means, recovered ftrength during the winter, taking 
Karacole, and other diftricts. 


Sultan 
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Sultan Baber, in the month of Shawal, nine hundred and fix, “Hie. ha 


collected his whole force, and marched out of Samarcand, to engage mie io 
Shubiani. Hecame up with him in the environs of Caridzin, and Shubiaai 
fought him. Baber exhibited, upon this occafion, all the good 
qualities of the general and brave foldier, but he was deferted by 

his allies, and foon after by his own troops. Only fifteen brave 

friends remained at laft by his fide, with whom, feeing it in vain to 
contend any longer with fortune, he made good his retreat to Samar- 

cand. He loft in this action his principal omrahs, Ibrahim Tirchan, 
Ibrahim Saar, Abul Affim Ko, Hyder Caffim, Amir Kiam Cudgi, 

Choda Birdi, Chilili, the brother of Ahmed Timbol, and other 


princes of note. 


Shubiani advanced, and laid fiege to the city; the king taking Refieped in 

up his quarters at the college of Aligh Beg, as being the moft cen- Samarcand. 
trical place for fending orders, or affiftance. The fiege was con- 
tinued with great obftinacy for many days, numbers being killed 
on botn fides; during which time, Kutch Beg, Loma Kokultafs, 
and Kelnizer Taghai, gave extraordinary examples of bravery. 
Four months had now paffed in attacking and repulfing, when a 
dreadful famine began to rage in the city. The inhabitants eat their 
horfes, and even the moft unclean animals, while thofe who could 
not procure other provifions, fubfifted upon the bark of trees, 


Though the king, at the commencement of the fiege, had fent 
ambafiadors to the kings of Chorraffan, Kundez, Buckolan, and 
Moguliftan, all princes of the houfe of Timur, for f{uccours, he 
received no hopes of their aid. He was, therefore, under the Forced to 
cruel neceffity of abandoning his capital and kingdom, with about ot Mi ad 
one hundred friends, in a dark night, in the beginning of the year iiini 
nine hundred and feven. He efcaped to Tafhcund, whither his 
brother, Mirza Jehangire, came to pay him his re{fpects. His uncle, 

Saltan Mahmood, comforted him in his diftrefs, entertained him in 


N 2 a princely 
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A. D. 1502.3 princely manner, and gave him the city of Artaba to refide in 
Fiig. goo. 


during the winter. 


Befieged at But in the beginning cf the fpring, he was again attacked by 
ee ome Shubiani Chan, who, not being able to effect any thing againft the 
city, plundered the country, and retreated to Samarcand. In this 
His misfor- manner, the fultan, unable to raile his head from his misfortunes, 
— lived for fome time, Ahmed Timbol having taken poffeffion of the 
kingdom of Indija, which Baber had refigned to his brother Jehan- 


gire, upon his taking Samarcand.. 


Aided byhis Sultan Mahmood Chan, and his brother, Sultan Ahmed Chan, 

ate were at length prevailed upon to fupport Baber in an attempt to 
recover the kingdom of Indija from Ahmed Timbol. When the 
confederates had reached. the boundaries of Ferghana, Ahmed 
Timbol marched out to oppofe them. It was agreed, that Sultan 
Baber, with a fmall detachment of Moguls, fhould march towards 
Oth, to raife a party there, whilft his uncles oppofed Ahmed Tim- 
bol. Baber accordingly took Ofh, and was joined by fome of the 
inhabitants of Orgun and Marinan, who expelled the garrifons of 
Ahmed Timbol. The king immediately marched towards Indija; 
and Ahmed Timbol decamped from before the confederate princes, 
and haftened back to cover Indija. 


Defeated by Timbol happened, by accident, to fall in with Baber’s camp,. 
Timbol, 5 f 
when the troops were out foraging, and defeated him. The king 
efcaped, wounded, to Ofh, while Ahmed Timbol threw himfelf 
The confede- into Indija, and prepared for a defence. The next day, the allied 
—_ army of Sultan Mahmood and Sultan Ahmed appeared in fight, 
and fat down before the place, where they were joined foon after 
by Sultan Baber. Some time after, the inhabitants of Achfi called 
the king, and put htm in poffeflion of that place ; but the allied 
The fiege princes, not being able to reduce Indija, raifed the fiege. 
railed, 


In 
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In the mean time, Shubiani Chan, fearing the fuccefs of Baber, i 1502. 
ig. 908. 
advanced from Samarcand with a very great army, towards Achifi. 
Baber immediately joined his allies, and they prepared to receive 
him. But in this aétion, which was very obftinate and bloody, the nay p" 
fortune of Shubiani Chan prevailed, and both the uncles of Baber Shubiani. 
were taken prifoners. The King efcaped to Moguliftan, and the king- 
dom of Tafhcund fell into the hands of Shubiani Chan, which greatly 


augmented his power. 


Shubiani, fome time after, releafed the two brothers, but Sultan eet 
Mahmood retired, and fell intoa deep melancholy. When one of releafed. 
his friends told him, that Shubiani Chan had poifoned him, and 
begged to fupply him with fome famous Theriac of Chitta, as a 
powerful antidote againft poifons ; the prince replied, ** Yes! Shu- 

‘¢ biani Chan has poifoned me, indeed! he has taken my kingdom, 


«© which is not in the power of your Thertac to reftore.” 


Sultan Baber left Moguliftan, and came to Shudma, and from 
thence proceeded to Turmuz, where Amir Mahummud Backer, 
prince of that place, who was uneafy at the great power of the Uf- 
becks, glad of Babsr’s alliance, who ftill had the command of an 
army, received him with great kindnefs and refpect, and gave him 
large prefents. Baber faid to him, upon this occafion, That being a inip ai» 
long time the foot-ball of fortune, and like a piece of wood on a hummud. 
cheis-board, moved from place to place, vagrant as the moon in the “““““" 
fky, and reftlefs as a ftone upon the beach, he would therefore be 
glad of his friendly advice, as he had been fo unfuccefsful in his own 
refolves. Meer Mahummud Backer replied, That, however inca- 
pable he was to advife him, he would not withold his opinion, 
which was, that, as Shubiani Chan was now in full poffeffion of 
Baber’s kingdom, and many others, which rendered him extremely 
powerful, it would. be more advifeable for him to purfue his fortune 

elfewhere, 
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A. D. os elfewhere, particularly in Cabuliftan, which was now in a {tate of 


anarchy. 


The king followed this advice, and, in the year nine hundred and 
ten, marched towards Cabul. Paffing, in his way, through the do- 
minions of Chufero Shaw of Kunduz, he was entertained by him 
with great hofpitality, for which, we are forry to relate, our hero 
made a very bad return. During the time that Baber refided there, 
he ftirred up a faction in Chufero’s court, and gained over feven 
thoufand of his troops to his own intereft. This plot being difco- 
vered, Chufero, with a few fervants, was obliged to abandon his 
capital and fly to Biddiulzeman Mirza, leaving his troops, his trea- 
fure, and every thing in the pofleflion of Baber. 


Baber did not fail to avail himfelf of thefe advantages. He march- 
' ed immediately towards Cabul, which had been in poffeffion of Mirza 
Abdul Ryfaac, the fon of Mirza Aligh Beg, Baber’s uncle, who was 
then in his minority. One Zicca, exerting too much authority in the 
country at that time, difgufted the other omrahs, who affaflinated him 
in the month of Zihidge. This circumftance occafioned great convul- 
fions in the kingdom; for Mahummud Mokim, the fon of Amir 
Zulnon, Prince of Garrimfere, took advantage of the inteftine divi- 
fions of the Cabulians, and invaded them, forcing Mirza Abdul Ry- 
{ac to take fhelter among the Afghans: he himfelf took poffeffion of 
that country, and married the fifter of the former prince. 


Affairs being in this fituation, Sultan Baber arrrived upon the 
borders of Cabul, and driving Mahummud Mokim out of the field, 
forced him to take refuge in his capital, which Baber befieged and 
took. He then applied himfelf to regulate and improve that coun- 
try, as dominions belonging to himéelf. 


In 
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In the year nine hundred and eleven, Cabuliftan was thrown into A. ig. = 
great confternation by dreadful earthquakes which laid moft of the A dreadfal 
cities in ruins. Baber endeavoured to alleviate this public calamity — 
in fuch a manner, by his unwearied care and extenfive benevolence, 


that he gained the love and fidelity of all his new fubjects. 


The reftlefs genius of Baber could not lie quiet. His afpiring dif- 
pofition began to extend his views to conqueft. He accordingly led ie alg 
an army againft the Argéns of Kandahar, and deprived them of the har. 
ftrong fort of Killat, eftablifhing an alliance with Mirza Buddiulze- 
mân of Herat. He marched in the fame year to Kufsluckat, which 
he brought into fubjeétion, and gave the government of Ghizni, 
which, from a great empire, was diminithed into an inconfiderable 


province, to his brother Jehangire. 


In the year nine hundred and twelve, Baber marched towards Marches to 

Chorraffan to join Sultan Huffein Mirza, who, afhamed of his ane 
former behavior, and irritated, by frefh injuries from Shubiani Chan, 
now propofed to Baber, that they fhould join in alliance againft him. 
But when Baber had reached Nimrofa, he heard of Sultan Huffein’s 
death. He proceeded, however, to Chorraffan, and endeavored 
to ftir up the princes and omrahs againft the Ufbecks. He was not 
able to effect his purpofe, and he therefore returned, by the way of 
Herat, towards Cabul. The {nows were, at that time, very deep, 
and prevented his paflage over the hills, which obliged him to 
cantoon his troops in Hazara. 


When Baber was thus conftrained to remain at Hazara, Mahum- pjpurbances 
mud Haffein Gurgan, Birlafs, and other Mogul omrahs, joining anil 
with Chan Mirza his coufin, raifed him tothe throne of Cabul, by 
promoting falfe intelligence of the fu'tan’s death. But when the 

news of his return reached the people, they rebelled againft the 

new government, and as foon as the feafon permitted his approach, 


flocked 
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“tlhe a flocked to his ftandard, put all the garrifons into his hands except 
917 


Queiled. 


the capital, where Chan Mirza and his adherents fuftained a fhort 
fiege, and then capitulated. The principal perfons concerned in 
the revolt, were expelled the country. About this time Nafir Mir- 
za, the fultan’s youngeft brother, who held the government of 
Baduchfhan, being defeated, by one of the generals of Shubiani 
Chan, took refuge at Cabul, and, as Mirza Jehangire had killed 
himfelf by hard drinking, his government of Ghizni was now con- 
ferred upon Nafir Mirza, 


In the year nine hundred and thirteen, Baber marched ageinft 
the Afghans of Ghalingi, who infefted his country, and took 
from them one hundred thoufand fheep, and fome thoufands of 


Rxherinvited Other cattle, and returned. The omrahs of the houfe of Argén, 


to Czundahar. 


Takes Can- 


dahar, 


being greatly opprefied by the Ufbecks, wrote to Baber, at this 
time, that if he would march that way, they would put him in 
pofieffion of Candahar. The fultan did not hefitate to comply 
with their requet He immediately fet out, and, as he was pal- 
fing Kilåt, Chan Mirza begged the favor of being admitted into 
his prefence, and, receiving his pardon, accompanied him. When 
he had reached the borders of Candahar, he wrote to Shaw Beg 
and Mahummud Mokém, that he was fo far upon his way, ac- 
cording to their defire, and that, therefore, he expected to fee 
them in his camp. 


Since the time of their writing to Baber, fome alterations in 
their politicks, had made them repent of the application they had 
made, fo that inftead of receiving the fultan in a friendly manner, 
they prepared for war, and defired he would return home. But 
the fultan determined not to fuffer fuch an indignity with impunity. 
He marched forward, and engaged them at the village of Gil- 
lifhack, near the city of Candahar, defeated them with great 
flaughter, and cutting off their retreat from the city, Shaw Beg fled 

to 
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to Saul, and Mahummud Mokim towards Dawir. 


diately laid fiege to the city, and took it, with all the wealth of 


the family of Zulnén, which he divided, by weight, amongft his 
officers and troops, according to their refpective ftations. He left 
Nafir Mirza in the government of Candahar and Dawir, and then 


returned in triumph to Cabul. 


Mahummud Mokim having, this very year, complained to Shu- 
biani Chan, prevailed upon him to engage in his behalf, and to 
march towards Candahar. Nafir Mirza, upon receiving this intel- 
ligence, fhut himfelf up in the town, and fent expreffes to his 
brother for affiftance. Baber wrote him to defend the place as 
long as he could, but if he fhould be driven to great diftrefs, to 
capitulate, and come to him at Cabul ; for that, at this time, he 
was in no condition to difpute the field with Shubiani Chan, whofe 
forces and finances were greatly fuperior; befides, that a defeat 
might ruin him for ever, and overfet all the projects he had formed 





Baber imme- ô. D. 1508 
Hig. 94s 


of raifing himfelf a kingdom in Hindoftan. Nafir Mirza, accord- which is 


ing to thefe inftructions, after he could hold out no longer with 
propriety, capitulated, and came to the fultan at Cabul. Shubiani 
Chan, after taking the place, gave it back to the fons of Lulnôn, 
and marched with his army towards Chorrafân. But no fooner 
had Shubiani evacuated Candahar, than the Arguniahs made an in- 
curfion, and pofiefied themfelves of the place. This was an agree- 
able piece of news to Sultan Baber, as they formed a barrier be- 
tween him and the Ufbecks. 


This year, upon the fourth of Zicât, Sultan Baber had a fon Humaioon 


Orn. 


born to him, in Cabul, whom he named Humatioon, who after- 
wards became emperor of Elindoftan. The fultan, in the follow- 
ing year, took the field againft the Memind Afghans, and, darine 
his abfence, the Moguls of Chufero Shaw, who had been left i 
defend Cabul, revolted, and ft up Abdul Ryfåc, the fon of Aligh 

Vou. IL O Beg, 


retaken by 
Shubiani. 


Cabul, in the 
abfence of 
Baker, Te- 
VOit6. 
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ar big Beg, upon the throne. The fultan was immediately deferted by the 

Paber defert- greateft part of his army, for hearing of the rebellion in Cabul, they 

ed by his ar- å : <<‘ kaia 

my. haftened home, to protect their families, infomuch that out of 
upwards of ten thoufand horfe, which he carried to the field, Baber 


had now {fcarce five hundred remaining in his camp. 


His daring Notwithftanding of thefe misfortunes, Baber boldly refolved to 

est’ advance towards Cabul, with the few trufty friends he had left. 
Abdul Ryfaac, upon the fultan’s approach, came out of the city 
with an army ten or twelve thoufand ftrong. The fultan, with his 
{mail troop, advanced towards them, and when he came near, 
ordered them to halt. MWe himfeif rode clofe up to the rebel-army, 
and challenged Adbul Ryfaac to fight; but, as he feemed to decline 

Kills fve the combat, five omrahs, one after another, engaged him, and fell 

a com- by his hand. The names of the omrahs were Alli Shubcore, Alli 

ees Seiftani, Nifer Bahadur Ufbeck, Jacoob Tez Jung, and Utbeck 
Bahadar. 


This heroic behavior ftruck the rebels with fo much admiration 
and aftonifhment, that they refufed to fight, by which means the 
ufurper was taken. But fo great was the {fultan’s clemency, that 
he pardoned him; but foon after, beginning to raife more difur- 
bance, he fuffered the juft reward of a traitor. 


Warbetween The country of Chufero Shaw having fallen into the hands of 
ana anc... the Ufbecks, who took no proper means of keeping it in {ubjection, 
a number of independent chiefs fprung up in Buduchthan, of whom 
the principal was Zeiper. Chan Mirza, upon this, by the advice 
of his mother, Sha Begum, who traced her genealogy to the great 
Secunder *, began to entertain hopes, and to take meafures to 
raife himfelf to that kingdom. Having previoufly obtained leave 


of the fultan, he this year left Cabul; and, having raifed a {mall 


* Alexander the Great. 
army, 
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army, advanced towards the borders of Buduchfhan. But his mo- co 1509. 


ther, who came up in the rear, was attacked by a body of Kathgars, 
and carried off prifoner, while Chan Mirza himfelf was defeated, 
and obliged to give himfelf up to Zeiper, who kept him under 
guard. Eifoph Alli Kockultafh, who had been an old fervant cf 
Mirza, formed a confpiracy againft Zeiper, and aflaffinated him, 
and Chan Mirza was raifed to the throne by the people. 


In the year nine hundred and fixteen, Shaw Ifmaiel Suffavi, king 
of Iran, wrote to Shubiani Chan to withdraw his troops from fome 
of the fkirts of his dominions, upon which he had begun to en- 
croach, to root up the tree of contention, which produced bitter 
fruits, and to plant that of friendfhip, whofe bloffoms fhed the mof 
grateful perfume. Shubiani Chan replied, That it was only for thofe 
who were defcended from kings to entertain thoughts of empire; that 
it was true, that Shaw If{maiel, though the fon of a Turkuman Fa- 
kier, had raifed himfelf to a kingdom, when there was no lord of 
feven nations around him, to oppofe him; that therefore, it would 
be now advifeable for him to retire to his former ob{fcurity, and 
that, for that purpofe, he {ent him a ftaff and a beggar’s difh for 
his inheritance; for that Shubiani only was worthy of poflefiing 
the bride of royalty, who durft kifs her through oppofing fwords. 


Ifmaiel Suffavi anfwered, That if empire was an inheritance, by 
what means was it fo often violated, till it fell to his lot? for his own 
part, he had always confidered the right of kings as founded upon 
power, and that the longeft {word was the beft title. That, with the 
latter, he was, at all times, ready to difpute with Shubiani; and that, 
though he himfelf had no opinion of contemptuous oftentation, yet 
in return for Shubiani’s prefent, he had fent him a gridiron and 
{pinning-wheel for his amufement. As for the reft, that Ifmaiel 
would be his own meffenger. 
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‘Sie iss '. Having difpatched this meflage, If{maiel immediately collected his 
army, and, marching eaftward, fubdued Chorrafian, and advanced 
to Murve, before Shubiani Chan could make the leaf oppofition. 
Shubiani not being then prepared to engage Ifmaiel, in the field, he 
fhut himself up in Murve. But being feverely repreached by Shaw 
Ifhmaiel, he marched out and gave him battle, in which he was 
defeated. In his fight he had the misfortune to get into a park, 
with about five hundred princes and principal officers, from whence 

Shubiani he could find no outlet. He was attacked there by Shaw Ithmaiel, 

Overtnrown 


and fain, and feeing no hope of efcape left, he and his followers fought, re- 
fuling quarter, till every man of them was laid dead on the field. 


Chan Mirza immediately difpatched this important news from 
Buduchfhan to Sultan Baber, and went himfelf to Kunduz; inform- 
ing him, that now was the time for recovering his former domi- 

Baber nions. Baber accordingly, in the year nine hundred and feventeen, 
anor A marched, with all expedition, towards Hiffar, croffing the Amu * 


dominions. with Chan Mirza. But a great army of Utbecks being encamped 
near that crty, they were obliged to retreat to Kunduz. 


Clemency of Shaw Ifhmaiel, at this time, fent Chan Zad Begum, the fultan’s 
— fiter, who had been taken in Samarcand, by Shubiani Chan, and 
afterwards married by him, with all her effects, to Kunduz; where 
fhe gave fo favorable an account of the generous behavior of Shaw 
Ifhmaiel, that Baber was induced to hope for his affiftance in re- 
Baber folicits inftating him in his hereditary kingdom. He, for this purpofe, 
aes the {ent him an ambafiador, with proper prefents. In the mean time, 
wieckss in order to keep up the fpirit of enterprize, he marched towards 
Hiffar, where he ftill found the Ufbecks greatly fuperior in force to 
him. He therefore declined to attack them, till he fhould recruit 
more forces. This being done, he advanced to their encampment, 
and offered them battle, which they accepted, and Baber obtained 


* The Oxus. 
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z complete vićtorv, to which the bravery of Chan Mirza greatly 4. A. = >a 5 ~ I. 


contributed. Maw over- 
t': rows the 


Ufbecks. 

He was, in a few days after, joined by Ahmed Sultan Suffi, 
Alli Chan Oftagelo, Sharock Chan Afshar, and a fine body of ca- 
valry on the part of Shaw Ithmaicl, by which his army amounted to 
fixty thoufand horfe. With this reinforcement he marched towards 
Bochara, and, after feveral fuccefsful actions with Abdulla Chan, Tzkes Bo- 
and Jani Beg Sultan, poffeff:d himfelf of that kingdom. Upon the” 
fifteenth of Regib of the fame year, he marched from Bochara to 
Samarcand, which city furrendered to him the third time, and ac- and Samar- 
knowledged him fovereign. ate 


Baber fixed his refidence at Samarcand, and appointed Nafir 
Mirza, his brother, to the government of Cabul, giving leave to the 
troops of Shaw Hhmaiel to return home. But he had not poffefied 
this throne above nine months, before the Ufbecks, who had fled to 
Turkeftan, advanced, under Timur Sultan, who had fucceeded ta 
Shubiani Chan, Jani Beg Sultan, and Abdulla Chan, who had di- 
vided Bochara between them. Upon receiving thefe advices, the 
fultan marched to defend Bochara, where he engaged thefe confe- 
derate princes, but being defeated, was obliged to thut himfelf up 
within the walls. He was, in the end, forced to abandon the City, Lofes Bocha- 
and to retreat to Samarcand. Here he was again befieged, and ob- SS 
liged to fly to Shadman. 





About this time, Nigim Jani, of I{pahan, general of the Kiffil- 
baches of Iran, advanced with an intention to poffefs himfelf of Ba- 
lich. Baber, ever watchful to grafp at every thing favorable to the T PE REP 
ruling paffion of his foul, formed an alliance with him for the reco- gt hee 
very of his dominions. Nigim Sani having taken the fort of Kirifh geseral. 
from the Utbecks, put the garrifon, confifting of fifteen thoufand, 
to the fword. He then laid firege to Gudgdewan, in conjunction 


with 









102 THE HIsTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


A D. 1518. 


i.) with the fuitan, whither the princes of the Ufbecks advanced againft 
ig. 924. 


them, from Bochara, with a great army; and fortune being ftill the 
Baber and adverfary ot Laber, Nigim Sani, with a great part of his army, was 
his alhrs ‘ à ; . 
ovethown. ain, and the faltan obliged to fly to Shadınan, with a few at- 


tendants. 


A confpiracy Nor did the misfortunes of Baber rife from the enemy alone. His 
ie. nthi attendants con{pired againft his life, for having blamed fome of them 
for bad behavior. ‘They rufhed, in the night, into his tent, but 
being alarmed by the noife, he made his efcape, naked, and reached 
the fort of Arick before morning, without one attendant; and the 
con{pirators plundered his camp, and difperfed themfelves. In this 
fituation of affairs, the fultan faw no further hore in thofe northern 
He returns to regions, and therefore fet out for Cabul with a fmall retinue, and 


bul. : uar 
_ upon his arrival appointed Nafir Mirza to the government of Ghizni. 


In the year nine hundred and twenty four, he marched towards 
Sawad and Bejoar, poffefied by the Afghans of Eufoph Zehi, who 
had been infeiting his country. Having defeated thofe mountaineers, 
and carried fome thoufands of them into captivity, he gave the go- 
vernment of that country to Chaja Kallan. 


SECTION XII. 


The hiftory of Sutran BABER, from the year nine hun- 


dred and twenty four, to his decifive victory over 
SULTAN IBRAHIM Lopi. 


HEWN Sultan Secunder, the king of Hindoftan, died, he was 
fucceeded, as we have already related, by Sultan Ibrahim, 
in whofe reign the Patan omrahs became fo faGtious, that they to- 
tally broke the power of that empire. Sultan Baber reckoned this 


a good 
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a good opportunity to eftablifh himfelf in Hindoftan, the conqueft å. D. 1519- 
z za : Hig. 925. 
of which he had long meditated, though he was always embroiled Mediates 
r = tne con € 
in other affairs. of Hindeflan. 


Baber accordingľy, in the year nine hundred and twenty five, Invades Hin- 
marched his army as far as the Nilaab, or Sind. He fubdued all the — 
countries in his way, and croffing the river, advaaced to Berah in 
Punjaab, raifing heavy contributions for with-holding his troops Reduces 
from plunder. He fent from Berah, Moulana Murfhid with an CAEN 
embafly to Sultan Ibrahim, acquainting him, that as that country 
had been for many years in the poffeffion of the houfe of Timur, it 
was proper he fhould now relinquifh his pretenfions to it, and fo 
prevent the war from being carried further into his country. 


At this place Baber received advice of the birth of another fon, 
whom he named Hindal Mirza. He appointed Haflen Beg, go- 
vernor of the conquered countries as far as Chinaab, and marched Marches 
in perfon againft the Gickers, and befieged the fort of Pirhala, elgg 
whither Hati their chief had retired. The Gickers were, one aay, 
tempted to take the field, and were defeated by Dooft Beg, the ful- 
tan’s general, while he himfelf cut off their retreat to the fort, and 
obliged them to fly to the mountains. The fort, in which there was 
a confiderable treafure, feil by this means into his hands, which fa- 
tisfied Baber for this expedition, and he returned to Cabul. ae to 


In the latter end of the fame year, Baber returned again to Flin- His fecond 
doftan, with an intention to take Lahore, and in his way chattifed S*P°ci0or - 
fome Patans of the tribe of Eufoph Zehi, who difturbed his march, tar 
He built a fort at Pefhawir, and then advanced to the Sind. He 
there received intelligence, that Sultan Seid, Chan of Kafhgar, was 
marching into Buduchfhan, which obliged him to return, leaving 
Mirza Mahummud Sultan, one of the defcendents of Timur, with 


four thoufand horfe, to fupport his authority in that country. He 
had 
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Ailig ehi had not, however, reached Cabul, before he heard that Sultan Seid 

” Chan had been obliged to retreat. Baber, therefore, turned his face 
towards the Afghans, of the tribe of Chizer Cheil, who began to 
make depredations upon Cabuliftan in his abience, and feverely 


chaitifed them for their infolence, fpailed their country, and returned 
to Cabul. 


Baber’s third Baber, in the year nine hundred and twenty fix, marched a third 
expedition ¢. time towards Hindoftan, chaftifing the Patans in his way, till he 
wns reached Salcot, the inhabitants of which country fubmitted, and 
faved their poffeffions. But the people of Seidpoor, erecting the 
ftandard of defence, were, in the end, put all to the fword, their 
wealth given up to depredation, and their children and wives car- 
ried away captive. Baber was here alarmed, by intelligence from 
Cabul, that obliged himto return, for the Kandharians had invaded 
Returns and his country. He marched again{ft them, drove them out of the 


beil Can- ‘ r 
E “- field, and invefted their capital. 


He, in the mean time, received advice of the death of Chan 

Mirza, in Buduchíhan, and appointed his fon Humaioon to that g0- 

vernment. Shaw Beg, the prince of Candahar, held out with great 

bravery again{t Baber for the {pace of three years, during which time 

the fege Jafted. But in the year nine hundred and twenty eight, 

whichis | Baber, who was obftinate in his refolution at length reduced it, 

is and all the country of Garrumfere, appointing prince Camirân to 
the government. 


Soon after the furrender of Candahar, Dowlat Chan Lodi, ap- 

prehenfive of Sultan Ibrahim, fent a deputation to Sultan Baber, at 

Baber’s Cabul, begging his protection. Baber, in the year nine hundred 
ja es > pe- and thirty, augmented his army, and advanced within fix crores of 
Hindoflan. I ahore, where Par Chan Lodi, Mubarick Chan Lodi, and Bicken 


Chan Lohani, who were powerful omrahs of Punjaab, joined their 


forces, 
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forces, and oppofed him ; but they were defeated with great flaugh- “Hie, Mg 
ter. Baber, in perfon, marched to Lahore, and took it, fetting fire Lahore 


ken, 
to the Bazar, according to a fuperftitious cuftom of the Moguls. -s 


The king remained four days only in Lahore, and then advanced 
againít Debalpoor. He fummoned the place to furrender, but as thea 
the garrifon forced him to rifque an affault, in which he was 
fuccefsful, he put them all to the fword. Dowlat Chan Lodi, with 
Alli Chan, Ghazi Chan, and Delawir Chan, his three fons, joined 
him at Debalpoor, and the father was appointed to the govern- 
ment of Jallender, Sultanpoor, and other diftricts of Punjaab, which 
rendered him very powerful. 


This Dowlat Chan Lodi was a defcendant of the race of that Dowlat Chan 
name who heretofore reigned at Delhi. He gave to Sultan Baber O“ 
information, that I{maiel Jelwani, Mai Jelwani, and other Afghans, 
were collected at Kharah; that it would, therefore, be advifeable 
to difpatch a force againft them. ‘The fultan agreed to this pro- 
pofal, and prepared to fend a detachment that way. In the mean fufpecea, 
time, Delawir Chan, the youngeft fon of Dowlat Chan, acquainted 
Baber, with whom he was a great favorite, that his father and 
brother wanted to divide his troops, to put fome plan which they 
themfelves had concerted, in execution. The fultan, after being 
convinced of the truth of this information, ordered Dowlat Chan 
Lodi, and his fon Ghazi Chan, into confinement. He then croffed confined, 
the Suttuluz, advanced to Sirhind, and there releafed the prifoners, 
and gave them jagiers. But when they had reached Sultanpoor, 
they deferted the camp, and fled to the hills. The faltan, UPON efcapes. 
this, gave to Delawir Chan the title of Chan Chanan, and both 
their jagiers ; but as the father and fon’s defertion greatly affected 
Baber’s intercft in Hindoftan, he thought it no ways advifeable to 
proceed to Delhi this year. He, accordingly, returned to Lahore, 

Vot, Il F and, 
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A. D. 1524. and, having appointed governors to the different countries in nis 
931. 


Hig. 


Defeats Ba- 
ber’s forces. 


Sultan Ibra- 
j) im attacks 
im, 


Alla arrives 
at Lahore. 


pofiefion in Hindoftan, fet out for Cabul. 


During Baber’s abfence, Dowlat Chan Lodi found means to feize 
his fon, Chan Chanan, who had betrayed him, and put him in 
chains; then marching with a formidable army to Debalpoor, 
fought Sultan Alla ul Dien and Baba Kiika, and defeating them, 
fubdued that country. Sultan Alla ul Dien fled to Cabui, and Baba 
Kifka to Lahore. Dowlat Chan fent five thoufand Sirwani Afghans 
againít Salcot, but Mir Abdul Aziz, of Lahore, immediately march- 
ed, with what forces he had, to the affiftance of Kokiltafh, who held 
the government of Salcot, and meeting with this detachment of 
Afghans, defeated them, and returned to Lahore. 


Much about this time, an army, onthe part of Sultan Ibrahim, 
of Delhi, marched againft Dowlat Chan and his fon. Dowlat 
turned his army to give them battle, and, having met them at 
Bidjwarrah, found means to ftir up a faction in his own favor in 
the imperial camp, infomuch that fuch as were not difaffected 
were obliged to fly the camp, and return to Ibrahim. 


Sultan Alla ul Dien, who had loft his government of Debalpoor, 
and had fled to Cabul, now arrived in Lahore, with orders from 
Baber to all his omrahs of thofe parts, to join him with all their 
forces, and march towards Delhi, and that he would fupport them 
in perfon as foon as his affairs at home would permit. Dowlat Chan 
and Ghazi Chan Lodi, hearing of this order, wrote to the Mogu} 
omrahs, that they were glad to find that Sultan Baber efpoufed the 
caufe of Alla ul Dien, who was the very perfon they themfelves 
would chufe to raife to the throne of Delhi; that if they would, 
therefore, fend him to them, they would undertake to place him 
upon the Mufnud. 


The 
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The omrahs, having firt obtained a grant for Sultan Baber, af 4- fig — 
all the countries beyond the Sind, permitted Alia ul Dien to join Joins the two 
the Lodis himfelf, without complying further with the fultan’s or- 
ders. When accordingly he arrived in their camp, Dowlat Chan 
and his fon fupplied him with the greateft part of their force, with 
which he marched towards Delhi, and invefted it, as before re- oleh jaw 
lated, with forty thoufand horfe. In the mean time, Sultan Ibra- 
him advanced againft him from Agra, and was furprized, in the 
night, when he had reached near the city; but, by the irregular 
behavior of Sultan Alla ul Dien’s army, who, in the morning, dif- 
perfed themfelves to plunder, they were fallen upon by Sultan Ibra- 
him, and defeated in their turn, which obliged Alla to retreat, in Overthrown 
oreat diftrefs, to Punjaab. When Sultan Baber heard of the defeat atone 
of Alla ul Dien, he awoke from the dream of indolence and lux- 
ury, which he had indulged for fome time in Cabul, and, in the 
beginning of the {pring, of the year nine hundred and thirty two, 
marched the fifth time towards Hindoftan. He was joined by his Baber’s fifth 
fon Humaioon, with a good force, from Buduchfhan, and Chaja seg ee 
Callan, with the troops from Ghizni. He took the rout of Lahore, ‘” 
and in the way ufed to hunt rhinocerofes, with which that country 
abounded, and fo had an opportunity of putting the perfonal bravery 
of moft of his omrahs to trial, as that was a dangerous and warlike 
exercife. Many of thofe animals were killed, and fome taken alive 


in toils. 


Upon the firt of Rubbi ul Awil, Baber crofied the Sind, and Croffe: the 
upon the banks of that river, muftered his army, which confifted iini 
of only ten thoufand choice horfe. Croffing then the Behat, he ad- 
vanced to Salcot, where Sultan Alla ul Dien met him, and likewife 
Mahummud Alli Jung-jung, governor of Cullanore, and Chaja 
Haffin, the dewan for thofe provinces. 


P Dowlat 





Ravi, near Lahore, with an army of forty thouiand mea; but when 


Pats to Aight Baber advanced towards them, they iled; Dowlat to the fort of 
tic two Lo- 


dis. Milwit, and Ghazi Chan to the fkirts of the hills. Sultan Baber 
Pantat invefted Milwit, and Dowlat Chan, after a few days, capitulated. 
taken. 


It feems, that fome days before, he put on two fwords, and boafted 
what he would do to Suitan Baber. Baber now ordered thofe two 
{words to be hung round his neck, and in that manner Dowlat was 
brought to his prefence; but notwithftanding his behaviour, the 
fultan forgave all his crimes, and took him into favor., 


When the gates of the fort were opened, the troops prefed in 
in an irregular manner, and began to plunder. Baber, upon this, 
mounted his horfe, and entering, was under the neceffity of uling 
violence, to prevent their outrages. He killed, upon this occaiion, 
a principal officer of his fon Humaioon’s retinue, with an arrow, for 
which he was extremely grieved, as it happened by miftake. The 
fultan, by this means, faved the honor of Dowlat Chan’s family, 
who were all in the place, and preferved a noble library which he 
had collected, Dowlat Chan being a poet and a man of learning. 
Baber marched from thence the next day, and purfued Ghazi Chan, 
when Chan Chanan, Ghazi Chan’s brother, found means to efcape 
to him, and was honorably received. Chapihoon Chan, who was 

Ghazide- detached in front, having fallen in with Ghazi, defeated him, and 


— purfued him fo clofe, that he was obliged to fly to Sultan Ibrahim 
Chan, at Delhi. Dowlat Chan died upon this march. 
Baber having, in feveral actions, perceived the inferiority of the 
Patan troops to his own, determined to delay no longer his final at- 
Baber tempt upon the empire. He accordingly marched towards Delhi, 
B anches to- 


ends Dahi. having {ome letters of encouragement, at the fame time, from a few 
of the malcontents at the court of Sultan Ibrahim. When he had 
reached 
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reached the banks of the Giger, he heard that Hamid Chan, go- “thie. rhe 
vernor of Firofa, was waiting to oppofe him in front, with the 

troops of thoie parts. Baber, therefore, fent Humaioon, Kallan Homea 
Beg, Suitan Duldi, Jehan Beg, Chufero Beg, Hindo Beg, Abdul Patan army 
Aziz, and Mahummud Alli Jung-jung, to drive Hamid from his poft, 

which they effected, and returned victorious to the army. As this 

was the firft battle in which prince Humaioon commanded, his fa- 

ther was greatly rejoiced, and gave him the countrics of Firofa and 
Jallender. Two days after, Meian, an omrah of the party of Ibrahim, 

appeared in fight, and defired to join Baber’s colours, with three 


thoufand Patan horle, and was accordingly entertained in his fervice. 


Baber having arrived within two ftages of Shawabad, received in- Baber arrives 
telligence that Sultan Ibrahim, with a great army, had marched out ~ — 
of Delhi to oppofe him, and that Daood Chan and Hatim Chan, 
formed his vanguard with twenty feven thoufand horfe. The ful- 
tan immediately detached Chin Timur Sultan, Muedi Chaja, Ma- 
hummud Sultan Mirza, Adil Sultan Mirza, with all the troops of 
the left wing, and the fquadrans of Sultan Juneid Birlafs, and Shaw 
Fiaficin Birlafs, againit this advanced poit. They accordingly fell Defeats the 
in with them the next morning at fun-rife, and after an obitinate him’s Ping 
conflict, put Daood Chan and Hatim Chan to flight, but the latter 
fell in the purfuit. The victors took feven elephants, and a great 
number of prifoners, with whom they returned to Baber; but he, 
we are forry to relate fuch barbarity, put them to death, by way of 
{iriking terror into his enemies. 





Baber advancing to the field of battle, encamped there fix days, Preparations 
ordering chains to be made to link the carriages of his guns together, yd a general 
to prevent the horfe breaking through them. The army of Sultan 
Ibrahim, by this time, confifted of one hundred thoufand horfe, and 
a thoufand elephants; that of Sultan Baber, of thirteen thoufand 
only. When Sultan Ibrahim had advanced near, Baber ordered five 


thoufand 
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yo 1525. thoufand horfe to ftorm his camp in the night; but finding the 
Ip 932. ös a ja i 
enemy upon their guard, this detachment returned without attempt- 


ing any thing. 


This retreat haftened Sultan Ibrahim to action, and accordingly he 
marched next morning to Panniput. Baber, at the fame time, ad- 
vanced within fix crores of Ibrahim’s encampment. Upon the day 
after, being the feventh of Rigib, the two armics came in fight of 

Baber forms each other. Baber divided his troops into two lines, and four grand 

arni of divifions, with a body of referve in the rear of each, and a few Jight 

wanes horfe to fkirmifh in front. The firit divifion on the right was com- 
manded by Prince Humaioon, with the fquadron of Chaja Cullan 
Beg, Sultan Mahummud Dewilde, Hindo Beg, Willi Beg Chazin, 
and Pier Kulli Seiftani. The firft on the left was under the orders 
of Mirza Mahummud Sultan, with the fquadrons of Meridi Chaja, 
Ghazi Sultan, Sultan Suneid Birlafs, and Shaw Haffein Birlafs. The 
fecond, on the right towards the center, was commanded by Chin 
Timur Sultan, Mirza Mahummud Kokultafh, and Shaw Munfoor. 
The fecond, to the left towards the center, by Meer Chalifa, Tirdi 
Beg, and Mihib Alli Chalifa. Chufero Kokultath, Mahummud Alli 
Jungjung, and Mirza Soliman, were appointed to command the 
light horfe, or herawils, in the front. Abdul Aziz and Bar Tirrah, 
in the rear of the right, and Kirrah Keri Bahadur and Willi Kizil, 
in the rear of the left. Befides which, there was a referve in the 
rear of both lines, that on the right commanded by Malleck Cafiin, 
and that cn the left by Alli Banadur. The king himfelf took his 
poft in the centre of the firft line, after having perfonally given or- 
ders to his generals. 


Ibrahim The emperor Ibrahim, ignorant of the art of war, obferved no 
risa out his regular order of battle, but drew up his army in one great line, or 
The battle column, of unequal depth, and ordered them to charge the Mogul 
begins. army, vainly imagining that he could bear them down by numbers. 


But 
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But he found himfelf foon fatally deceived. So formidable were the “Hig. A 


Moguls to the Patans, from their known courage and fteady order, dy pal 
that the emperors unweildy column began to break and turn thin, 
before they came up to the charge, which was dircéted at the center 
of the Mogul army. Thofe who advanced were repulfed with great 
bravery, but when they fought to retreat, they found theméelves 
furrounded ; for the two bodies of referve, in the rear cf the Mogul 
line, had wheeled round their flanks, and mceting in the center, 
fell upon the rear of thofe who had advanced to the charge, by which 
means the Afghans were almoft all cut to pieces. The referve 
having performed this fervice, retired to their poft in the rear, and 
the Mogul lines advanced, fuftaining various irregular charges from 


the Indian army, whom they repulfed with great flaughter. 


Sultan Ibrahim, at laft roufed with fhame and indignation, ad- Sultan Ibra- 
vanced in perfon, followed by the flower of his army, and gave a mai 
fuch a violent fhock to the Mogul line, as threw it into diforder. 1” Perín- 
Nothing now but perfonal bravery was left to decide the day; but 
in this, and the compact form in which the Moguls whole force was 
wedged, they were fill fuperior to the Indians. Five thoufand fell Ibrahim kil- 
with Sultan [brahim in one fmall fpot of ground. The Patan ar- Poal over- 
my, when their king was flain, recoiled like furges from a rocky rin le 
fhore, and the torrent of flight rolled towards the banks of the 
Jumna, dying the courfe of that river with blood; for {o far did Sultan 
Baber continue the purfuit; but being wearied with flaughter, he 
gave hope to fear, and refpite to death, 


According to the moft moderate accounts there were fixteen 
thoufand Afghans killed in this action, though moft of the Indian 
authors fay fifty thoufand. Of the lofs of Baber we have no infor- 
mation; conquerors having it always in their power to conceal the 
number of their flain. We may date from this battle, the fall of the 


Patan empire, though that race, afterwards made many efforts, The fall of 


the Patan 
and empire. 
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M 1525- and recovered it, for a few years, as we fhall fee in the life of 
ig. 932. l 
Humaioon. 


Sultan Baber did not fail to make the beft ufe of his victory. 
He immediately after the battle detached Humaioon, and three 
of his principal omrahs, to Agra, before they could have time to 
recover from their confternation, or toremove their weaith. He alfo 
fent Mahummud Sultan, and three other omrahs, to Delhi, to take 
pofiefiion of that capital, while he himfelf came up in the rear, and, 
Baber enters on the twelfth of Rigib, entered that city. The chutba was read 
ag in his name, by Zein Sidder ; and, after having furveyed the city, 
empire. and vifited the tombs of the faints and heroes, he fet out for Agra, 
Arrives be- where he arrived the twenty fifth of the fame month, and imme- 
elit diately invefted the fort, which was in poffeflion of the former go- 
vernment, garrifoned by the troops of Raja Bickermagit, of Gualier,: 
who had been killed inthe action. But fo much had the terror of 
his arms now taken pofieffion of every mind, that they immediately 
which fub- defired to capitulate, and fent him, by way of ranfom, a _ perfect 
sat diamond weighing two hundred and twenty four ruttys*, which was 
formerly the property of Sultan Alla ul Dien Chilligi. Sultan Baber 
prefented it to his fon Humaioon. ‘Thus, upon the fifth day after 
his arrival, he was put in poffleffion of the place, in which he found 
the mother of Sultan Ibrahim, who was treated with becoming 

refpect, and permitted to carry away a]l her wealth, 


Reflex’ons This conqueft of Hindoftan, as Baber himfelf writes in his Com- 
upon the con- y" ; E 
queftof Hin- Mentaries t, was certainly fuperior to that of any former conqueror. 


at °Y Sultan Mahmood of Ghizni was not only a powerful emperor, but the 
country was, at that time, divided into a number of kingdoms, which 
greatly facilitated his enterprizes. Shab ul Dien Ghori brought an army 
of one hundred and twenty thoufand men with him, when the king- 
* A rutty is feven eighths of a carat. 


+ The Commentaries of Baber are ftill extant, and reckoned one of the beh per- 
formances of the kind in the Eufl. 


dom 
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dom was not fo powerful. The like may be faid of Timur, who ra- 
vaged Hindoftan when it was torn to pieces by civil commotions. But 
the army of Sultan Baber was but a handful in proportion to that of 
Sultan Ibrahim, who poffeffed all the countries between the Sind and 
Behar, and could bring five hundred thoufand men to the field ; while 
Baber only poffefied the poor countries of Cabul, Buduchfhan, and 
Candahar, the revenues of which were very inconfiderable. 


To what then can we attribute this extraordinary conqueft, in a 
natural light, but to the great abilities and experience of Baber, the 
bravery of his few hardy troops, trained up to war, for their fub- 
fiftance, and now fired with the hopes of glory and gain? But what 
contributed moft to weigh down the {fcale of conqueft, was the de- 
generacy of the Patans, effeminated by luxury and wealth, and 
dead to all principles of virtue and honor, which their corrupt 
factions and civil difcords had totally effaced; it being now no 
fhame to fly, no infamy to betray, no breach of honor to murther, 
and no fcandal to change parties. When, therefore, the fear of 
fhame and the love of fame were gone, it was no wonder that a 
herd, without unanimity, order, or difcipline, fhould fall into the 
hands of a few brave men. This is the general tendency of wealth 
in all governments, if the reins are not held faft, the laws pundtually 
executed, and the progrefs of corruption checked both by private 
and public oeconomy. 


112 


A. D: 1g26: 
Éi 


1S: 933° 


Upon the twentieth of Rigib, Baber went into the treafury, which Baber’s ge- 


was very rich. He referved not a fingle dinar for himfelf, but divi- 

ded it among his omrahs and troops ; the fhare of the former com- 

ing to two lacks of rupees each; and thofe of others were pro- 

portionable to their rank and ftations. A part was fent to Cabul, to 

be divided among Baber’s fubjećts, which yielded to each a filver fha- 

roch *, befides prefents, which he fent to Samarcand, Chorraffan, 
* A filver fharoch is in value about a fhiling fterling. 


Vow i, 2m Kafhgur, 


nerofity, 
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A. ay 1520. Ka(heur, Ayrac, Mecca, Medina, Kirbilla, Negif, Muthad, and 
7°" other holy places, in charity. This generofity, which bordered 
upon prodigality, got Baber the name of a Collinder, whofe cuftom 

it is to keep nothing for to-morrow. 


The provin- As the Patans were in great terror of the Moguls, and had a 

woe Paine ih natural antipathy to their government, they ftill refufed to fubmir, 

eR and appeared every where in arms, ftrengthening their forts, and 
erecting the ftandard of defiance in their different provinces ; Ca- 
zim, in Simbol; Alli Chan Formalli, in Mewat; Mahummud 
Zeiton, in Dolepoor; ‘Tatar Chan, in Gualiér; Huffein Chan Lo- 
hani, in Rhaberi; Cuttub Chan, in Atava; Allum Chan, in Calpee ; 
Nizim Chan, in Biana; befides Nafir Chan Lohani, and Maroof 
Furmalli, on the other fide of the Ganges. All thefe omrahs refu- 
fed to acknowledge Baber’s authority. But as it was neceflary to 
form an alliance for their mutual defence, they unanimoufly appoint- 

Raife Ma- ed Par Chan, the fon of Diria Chan Lodi, their general, or, rather, 

hummud to 

the throne. king, by the title of Sultan Mahummud; and, rendezvoufing at Kin- 
noge, advanced towards Agra. At the fame time, Mai, the Afghan 
chief, who had joined Baber, now deferted him, with all his adhe- 
rents: even the inhabitants of the country round Agra, cut off his 
foraging parties, and rendered it very difficult for him to fupport his 
cavalry, or fupply his troops with provifions: Add to this, the in- 
tolerable heat of the weather, by which a great many Moguls, not 


being accuftomed to {fuch a climate, died. 


Baber’s dif- , In this fituation of affairs, Baber received an addrefs from all his 
— ftua- omrahs, advifing him to return to Cabul ; to which he replied, That 
a kingdom which had coft him fo much pains in taking, was not to 

His refolute De wrefted from him but by death alone. He, at the fame time, 
behavior, i ffaed a proclamation, that he was determined to abide his fate in 
Hindoftan ; but if any perfon was defirous of returning to Cabul, 
preferring fafety to glory, and ignoble eafe to the manly toils and 

dangers 
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dangers of war, they might retire in peace, and leave him only at 1526. 
thofe whofe valor would refle& honour on themfelves, and glory on iii 
their king and country. 


The omrahs hearing this, were afhamed of their former beha- 
vior, and, ftriking their breafts, {wore they would never forfake 
him; all, except Chaja Callan, whofe bravery was too well efta- 
blifhed to be difputed, though he was advifed, being at the point 
of death, to retire to recover his health. He was appointed governor 
of Cabul and Ghizni, for the great fervices which he had rendered 
to the king. When it was known that Baber had determined not 
to leave Hindoftan, as his anceftor Timur had done, fome om- 
rahs, who were willing to be firft in favor, began to come over to 
him; firft, Shech Gurin, with three thoufand horfe, from between Some Patan 
the rivers, offered his fervice, which was accepted. ‘The next was ne ae 
Alli Chan Formalli, from Mewat, to redeem his fons who had been P?"'Y- 
taken in the battle; then Firofe Chan and Shech Baizid Chirmali, 
with their whole dependents. 


Much about this time, an addrefs was received from Cafim, of Bele at 
Simbol, that Bein, an Afghan, was befieging him in his fort, and — all 
that if the fultan would fend him fuccours, he would lift himfelf 
among his fervants. The king fent Kokultath, with a detachment, 
that way, who engaged Bein, the Afghan, and defeated him, after 
which Cafim put the Moguls in poffeffion of the fort. The KING Humaioon 
then fent his fon Humaioon, with the greateft part of his army, seit arg 
again{ft the confederate omrahs, whofe forces amounted to fifty confederate 
thoufand horfe ; but, upon Humaioon’s approach, they retreated — 
from Kinnoge to Jionpoor. Humaioon having prevailed upon Fatie 
Chan, the former emperor’s vizier, to join him, fent him to the 
king at Agra, who treated him with the utmoft re{pect and favor, 
which induced feveral other Afghan chiefs te-come over to his 


intereft. 
Q 2 Nizam 
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Nizam Chan, governor of Biana, though he was now hard pref- 
fed by Rana Sinka, who wanted to make himfelf mafter of that 
province, {till refufed to fubmit to the king’s authority, which obli- 
ged Baber to fend Baba Kuli againft him with a detachment, which 
was defeated. But Rana Sinka foon after reduced Nizam to fuch 
extremities, that he fent a deputation to Sultan Baber, begging par- 
don for his offence, and requefting he would fupport him, for which 
he was ready to pay him due allegiance. The king, glad of the 
Opportunity, made no hefitation to embrace the offer, and, fending 
a force to drive off Rana, Nizam was put in poffeflion of the place, 
which was fettled upon him, with all its dependencies, for the an- 
nual payment of twenty lacks of rupees. 


Tatar Chan and Saring Chan, who were in poffeffion of the fort 
of Gualiér, being befieged by Muckit Roy, raja of that country, in 
the fame manner addreffled the king for fuccours. Baber difpatched 
Rehim Daad and Shech Gurin, with a detachment, which defeated 
the raja, but Saring Chan recalled his promife, and refufed to deli- 
ver up the place. There was in the fort, at that time, a philofo- 
pher whofe name was Shech Mahummud Gofe, who had a great 
number of ftudents under him, and who wrote to Rehim Daad, to 
endeavour to get permiffion to come himfelf into the fort, and that 
he would find means of accomplifhing the reft of his defires. 


Rehim Daad, for this purpofe, begged leave, as he had enemies 
all around him, to bring his troops under prote¢tion of the garrifon, 
for fear of a night affault, and that he might be permitted the ho- 
nor of paying the philofopher a vifit in the garrifon. ‘This being 
agreed to, Rehim Daad was received into the fort with a few at- 
tendants. He, from time to time, pretended occafion to fend fre- 
quent meflages in and out; till the officer of the guard troubled the 
governor fo often for leave, that he defired Rehim Daad to fend one 


of 
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of his own fervants, to point out fuch neceffary people as he might 
want to have free ingrefs and egrefs. 


The officer of the guard, who was a difciple of the philofopher, 
and who had been let into the plot, availed himfelf of this order, 
and permitted every body Rehim Daad’s fervant pointed out, to 
pafs, by which means all the chofen men of the detachment were 
within the garrifon before the entertainment was ended. Saring 
Chan was told to give up the place, and threatened with inftant 
death, in cafe of refufal; fo having fatished himfelf of the circum- 
{tances, he made a virtue of neceflity, and replied, That had he not 
intended giving up the place to the king, he would never have been 
fo unguarded as to permit his party to take this advantage, and ac- 
cordingly fubmitted without refiftance, going in perfon to Agra, 
and entered into the king’s fervice. Mahummud Zeiton, at the 


fame time, arrived from Dolepoor, and had a command conferred 
upon him. 


Not long after thefe tranfa€tions, Hamid Chan, Saring Chan, 
and other Afghans, raifed, by a family quarrel, a great diturbance 
in the caftle of Firofa. The king fent Chin Timur Sultan, Abul 
Fatte Turkuman, and others, againft them, who chatftifed both 
partics. 


In the year nine hundred and thirty three, Chajagi Affid, who 
had gone ambaflador from Cabul to Shaw Tamas of Irack, returned, 
accompanicd by Soliman, and brought various curicfities. But that 
which pleafed the king moft, was two beautiful female flaves, juft 
come to maturity, of whom he became greatly enamoured. ‘The 
mother of Sultan Ibrahim, who had been before the greatett favo- 
rite in the feraglio, incenfed at this change in the fultan’s affections, 
confpired with the tafter and cook to poifon him. The poifon was 
accordingly adminiftred in fome hare-foup; but the king, after eat- 
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ing a few fpoonfuls, naufeated the tafte, and immediately vomited, 
which faved his life. After proper enquiry had been made, the 
tafter and cook denying their knowledge of any fuch thing, the king 
ordered a dog to be brought, who having eat of the foup, was foon 
feized with convulfions, and died. ‘Two of the under cooks being 
alfo brought to the trial, expired in the fame manner: upon which 
the tafter and head cook, with feveral of their afliftants, were put to 
the torture. The plot was difcovered, and the mother of Sultan 
Ibrahim caft into prifon, and all her wealth confifcated. One of 
Sultan Ibrahim’s fons was fent, at the fame time, to Cabul, where 
he remained in banifhment, 


Prince Humaioon, having defeated the omrahs at Jionpoor, left 
Sultan Sumeid Birlafs to keep thofe provinces in awe, and returned 
himfelf to court, having, upon his way, conciliated matters with 
Allum Chan, governor of Calpee, who now accompanied him, and 
was received with great refpect. 


The king was, at this time, fuddenly alarmed by advices that 
Rana Sinka, Hafen Chan Mewati, Raw Dedive of Backeri, Medini 
Raw of Chunderi, Mahmood Chan, the fon of Sultan Secunder 
Lodi, and other omrahs and rajas in alliance, whofe force exceeded 
one hundred thoufand horfe, were preparing to attack him. Ba- 
ber, having no dependence on the Patan omrahs, who had joined 
him, detached them to defend different provinces, and with his 
own Moguls, haftened towards the enemy. His van guard falling 
in with their’s, upon the frontiers of Biana, after a fharp conflict, 
were repulfed by the enemy with great lofs, which ftruck unufual 
terror into the fultan’s finall army. Hybat Chan Neazi fled to 
sinbol, Hafen Chan joined the enemy, and every day brought 
difagreeable intelligence from all quarters. Nor did the prediétions 
of Mahummud Sherif a little add to the general confternation. 

This 
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This pretended wizard averred, that Brifput * was in the eaft, and “- »: 1526. 
confequently, that whoever marched from the weft fhould be over- 
thrown. 


The king perceiving this panic, called, immediately, a council thie of 
of war. The greateft part of the officers gave it, as their opinion, 
that, as the fuperiority of the enemy was evident, it was acvifeable 
to leave a ftrong garrifon in Agra, and to retreat with the bulk of the 


army to Punjaab. 


Baber, with a difcontented afpect, fixed his eyes, in filence, upon 
the ground. He, at length, fternly afked the omrahs, What would 
the world fay of amonarch, whom the fear of death fhould oblige to 
abandon {uch a kingdom ? * The voice of glory,” faidhe, ‘* is loud aot a 
« in my ear, and forbids me to difgrace my name, by giving up Baber. 
« what my arms have, with fo much difficulty, acquired. But, as death 
« is at laft unavoidable, let us rather meet him with honor, face 
‘© to face, than fhrink back, to gain a few years of a miferable and 
« ignominious exiftence ; for what can we inherit but fame, beyond 
«© the limits of the grave.” ‘The whole affembly, as if infoired by 


one foul, cried out, at once, ** War! War!” 


The fultan, having been formerly much addicted to wine, made Prohibits the 
. . ufe of wine in 
a vow never to drink any more, fhould he, upon this occafion, prove the camp. 
victorious. Orders were immediately iffued to prohibit the fale of 
wine in the camp: not fo much from fuperftition, as to keep the 


mind cool for action. 


Upon the ninth of Jimmad ul Sani, of the year nine hundred and 
thirty three, which happened to be Norofe +, Baber formed his 
line of battle, with his guns and rockets in his front. In that order 


* The planet Mars. + New-Year’s Day. 
he 
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A.D. 1526. he moved towards the enemy, who lay at the diftance of three 
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crores. But after he had advanced one crore he halted, and en- 
camped his army. Several young warriors, fond of diftinguifling 
themfelves, iffued out, under the command of Mahummud Caim, 
to fiirmifh with the enemy’s fcouts and advanced guards, among 
whom they did great execution. 


The fultan, next day, advanced another crore, and marked out his 
camp at the village of Kava, but his tents were fcarcely pitched, 
when he perceived the enemy advancing upon him. He formed 
his line with great expedition, in the manner which he had pra@tifed 
for fome days before, and, in a few minutes, was able to receive 
the fhock of battle. ‘The army was chiefly drawn up by Nizam ul 
Dien Chalipha, whom Baber reckoned his ableft general ; and this 
order of battle being, on account of circum{tances, different from 
the former, we fhall relate it at large in this place. 


The line which, upon this occafion was fingle, confifted of fix 
brigades, exclufive of the king’s life guards in the center, where 
Baber pofted himfelf. Before each of the brigades, a few paces in 
front, the fultan placed a fquadron of light horfe, which formed 
another kind of line with great intervals. In front of the whole, 
the artillery and rocket-waggons were drawn up in three divifions, 
the right, left, and center. The guns were chained together, fo 
that there was a kind of fortification formed againft the enemy’s 
cavalry. 


The brigade immediately to the right of the center, was com- 
manded by Chin Timur Sultan, confifting of his own tribe, and the 
troops of Soliman Shaw, Shaw Munfur Birlas, Durvefh Mahum- 
mud Sarban, Abdulla Kitabdar, and Doft Aifheck Aka. The bri- 
gade to the left of the center was under the immediate orders of 
Allum Chan, the fon of Sultan Beloli, and compofed of his own 

troops, 
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troops, and thofe of Sheick Zein Chani Siddir, Mahummud Ali “tig = = 
Tirdi-Beg, Shere Afgan, Araifh Chan, and Chaja Haflein. The 

two brigades of the right wing were commanded in chief by Prince Priree Hu- 
Humaioon, and of thefe the right hand brigade confifted of the es gy 
troops of Cafim Haflein Sultan, Ahmed Eufuph, Hindo Beg Cochin, right wing; 
Chuiero Cokultafh, Mallec Cafim, Kawam Beg, Awird Shaw, Willi 

Chazin, Mirza Combuzli, Peer Kulli Seiftani, Chaja Pulwan Bu- 

duchthi, Abdu Shukur, Soliman Aka, the ambaffador of Irack, and 

Haien, the envoy of Seiftan. The left hand battalion of Prince 
Humiaioon’s divifion was made up of the troops of Seid Meer Shech, 
Mahummud Kokultafh, Chajagi Affid, Chan Chanan, the fon of 

Dow lat Chan Lodi, Malleck Daood Kirrani, and Shech Gurin. 


The two brigades of the left wing were commanded by Seid Seid Chaja 
Chaja; the left hand battalion of whofe divifion was compofed of rele 
the troops of Mahummud Sultan Mirza, Adil Sultan Adbul Aziz, 
Mahummud Alli Jung-jung, and Kuttulack Kaddim. The right 
hand brigade was made up of the troops of Amir Angi Mogul, Jan 
Beg Atka, Sittal Chan, Kumal Chan, of the race of Alla ul Dien, 

Sultan Alli Chan, Shech Zadda Chermilli, and Nizim Chan Biana. 
The light horfe of the left wing were commanded by Tirdi Beg, 
Mumin Atka, and Ruftum Turkuman ; and thofe of the left wing 
by Mahmood Cafim, Jifflerat Chan, and Chan Bahadur. Sultan 
Mahummud, Buchfhi*, took poft before the king, with all his ome ula 
yeffawils +, and a choice body of horfe. _ 


About ten c’clock in the forenoon the ation was commenced by The battle 
the artillery. The left of the enemy, charging the right of the Mo- '¢8!"*: 
guls, foon fell in hand to hand, with the battalions of Kokultath 


and Malleck Cafim, and made them give ground. But Chin Timur, 
by the fultan’s orders, inclining to the right with his brigade, took 


* Captain-General. + Aids de Camp. 
VoL. Il R up 
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“Hig. = up their ground, and falling upon the afailants with great fury 
=- put them to flight, the light horfe purfuing them with great flaugh- 

ter, quite through their own line. The enemy, in the mean time, 

samt agg being fo numerous, extended their flanks far beyond the wings of 
the fultan, and came down upon him from all fides. Baber ordered 

his right and left wing to fall back, by which means his army was 

thrown into a circle. In this pofition he refifted the repeated af- 

faults of the Patans till three o’clock, Alla Kuli Rumi, who com- 


manded the artillery, making great laughter among them. 


Baber finding the enemy fatigued by their repeated affaults, deter- 
mined to act offenfively, to drive them quite out of the field. He 
therefore put himfelf at the head of the brigades of Chin Timur and 
Allum Chan, and charging them like a lion rufhing from his foreft, 

Heover- after an obftinate refiftance put their whole army to flight. Haflen 
<n - Chan, of Mewat, was killed with acannon fhot, and Raw Luddive 
Rai, Chunder Ban Chohan, Mannuk Chand Chohan, Kirim Sing, 


all powerful princes of the enemy, were numbered among the dead. 


ace The fultan, immediately after the victory, aflumed the title of 
title of Gha- Ghazi *; and, asa monument to perpetuate the memory of the bat- 
i tle, he ordered a pyramid to be built upon an eminence near the 
field, which, according to the cuftom of his age and nation, was 
ftuck round with the heads of the flain. The aftrologer, after being 
fevercly reprimanded for his falfe prediction, was prefented with a 


lack of rupees, and banifhed from the kingdom. 


Reduces Ma- Baber, from this fortunate field, marched towards Mavat, where 

= Nihar Chan, the fon of Haffen Chan, feeing no other means of 
fafety, fubmitted himfelf and the country to the king. The go- 
vernment of Mavat was conferred upon Chin Timur Sultan, 


* Ghazi fignifies a warrior. 


After 
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After thefe tranfactions, Baber returned to Agra, from whence he 5 a 1527. 


fent his fon Humaioon to Cabul, with orders to add Balich to that Humaioun 
province, and to rule both in his own name. Mahummued Alli, bul. 

Tirdi Beg, and Kotch Beg, were ordered againft Hatfein Chan and 

Diria Chan, who {till kept pofiefiion of Chandwarand Raberi. But 

upon the approach of the Moguls, they fled, and Haffein Chan was 

drowned in croffing the Jumna, while Diria Chan efcaped. Ma- 
hummud Sultan Mirza was detached at the fame time to Kinnoge, 


again{t Bein Afghan, who fled from thence to Cheirabad. 


Upon the twenty ninth of Zihidge, in the year nine hundred and 
thirty four, the king marched to hunt towards Kole and Simbol. 
Having diverted himfelf with the chace for fome time, he returned 
to his capital, and was taken ill of a fever, of which however he 
foon recovered. He then marched towards Chinderi, where Me- arent 
deni Rai had fhut himfelf up with a ftrong garrifon of Rajaputs. 
The place was invefted, and the Rajaputs fallied out, and attacked bag cage 
the king, but they paid dear for their rafhnefs, and loft fix thoufand fally. 
men upon the field. Thofe who returned after this defeat into the 
fort, feeing no hopes of defending it longer againft the enemy, ac- 
cording to their dreadful cuftom, murdered their wives and children a ~~ 
in the following manner. ‘They placed a fword in the hand of one children, 
of their chiefs, and he flew the unhappy victims, who, one after 
another, bent, of their own accord, their necks before him; they 
even contended among themfelves about the honor of being firtt 
fain, The foldiers then threw a yellow powder upon their gar- 
ments, as on a day of feftivity, and throwing loofe their hair, iffued 
forth with their {words and fhields, and fought after that death, 
which they all obtained. The empty fort fell into the hands of the and are all 
Moguls, —_ 


Advices were, about this time, received, that a detachment, which Baber defeats 
had been fent againft the omrahs of the Eaft, was defeated. The eii r aain 
RK 2 king, 





124 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


ens a king, therefore, left Ahmed Shaw, the fon of Mahummud Shaw 
and erandion of Saltan Nafir ul Dien Malavi, who had now joined 
him, in the government of Chinderi, and marched in perfon to- 

wards Kinnogi. Hfe met his defeated troops at Raberi, and arriving 

at the river, he threw over it a bridge of boats. Chin Timur was 

ordered to crois in the front, the enemy being then on the cppofite 

fhore. After a faint refiftance, the Patans gave way; but Chin 

Timur purfuing them, took part of their baggage, and a great num- 


ber of their women and children. 


The king, after this victory, hunted, for a few days, upon the 

Arrivesat banks of the Gang, and then returned to Agra He appointed 
npe Mahummud Zeman Mirza, the fon of Budeli ul Zeman Mirza, of 
Balich, governor of the city, and, in the year nine hundred and 

thirty five, marched himfelf to furvey the country. He firt took 

Makes a pro- the route of Gualiér, and viewed there the fortihcations, the ftone 
ae elephant, and the palace of Raja Man Sing. He then vifited the 
gardens of Rehim Daad, and ordered fome flowers and plants, of 

an uncommon kind, to be tranfplanted to Agra. He went to wor- 

{hip in the great Mufgid, built by Sultan Shumfe ul Dien Altumth, 

Returns to for whofe foul he ordered prayers to be read, and returned, by ano- 


Agra, and ther way, to Agra. 


fale feie. The fultan, foon after his return to Agra, was feized with an in- 
termitting fever, which continued upon him for eight months. 
Some fuperftitious people advifed him, during his ficknefs, to write 
a poem in praife of Chaja Abud Ahrar, one of the faints, to induce 
him to intercede with God for his health. Baber, though it is 
highly probable he did not give much credit to the power of the 
faint, actually wrote the poem, in the meafure of Mowlani Jami, 
or Rimel Moffiddifs. 


The 
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The king recovered from his diforder about the eighth of Ribbi “tig. a 
ul Awil. He offered up public thanks to God for the reftoration of Recovers. 
his health, and made a great feaft upon the cccafion. He diltribu- 
ted magnificent prefents among the omrahs and forcizn ambafiadors, 
and beftowed large fums to gladden the hearts of the poor. During 
this feftival, Chandamire, the author of the Habib al Sier, Mow- 
lana Shab Mammal, and Mirza Ibrahim Canooni, who came from 
Herat, and were efteemed the greateft geniuffes of that age, were 
introduced to the king: Ile loaded them with his favors, and or- His penero- 


7 . p fity to 
dered them places near his own perfon. lones pinh. 


Mirza Afhkari, who governed Moultan, was, this year, ordered 
to court, and having exhibited the tokens of obedience, he was 
commanded to go againít Nuferit Shaw. Nuferit, hearing of the Mirza At- 
approach of the Moguls, fent an ambaflador to the king, fubjecting ir titi 
himfelf to the royal authority. Barhan Nizam Shaw Beri, prince ci a 
of Ahmednagur, at the fame time fent to congratulate Baber on his 


good fortune, and proffered obedience. 


Baber, towards the clofe of this year, received advices that Sul- Inforre&ions 
tan Mahmood, the fon of Secunder Lodi, had poffeffed himfelf o -1 bole ai 
the province of Behar, and that Bellocha had ereéted the ftandard 
of rebellion in Moultan. The king fent orders to his cmrahs in. the 
north-weft, concerning the affairs of Moultan, and marched in per- Baber 
fon towards Behar. When he arrived at Kurrah, Sultan Jellal ul “oy si 
Dien Shirki prepared a royal entertainment for him, and was ho- 
nored with his prefence. Mahummud Zeman Mirza was detached 
from Kurrah to the conqueft of Behar. He foon drove Sultan Defeats the 


Mahmood out of the field. enemy. 


But a few months after, the Afghans of Behar, colleéting them- 
felves together a fecond time, advanced to the Gang, oppofite to Hi- 
deri. The king detached Afhkari Mirza with a divifion of the 


troops. 


126 


A.D. 1629 
tig. 936. 


‘Tranfadtions 
in Cabul. 


The fultan 
falls fick, 
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troops to oppole them, and next day followed that officer with the 
whole army. When he came to the banks of the river, and faw the 
enemy on the oppofite bank, he was preparing boats to crofs; but 
Chin Timur begged permiffion to go before. As foon as he made his 
landing good with eighty horfe, Mirza Athkari, who had croffed 
at another place, appeared in the enemies rear; and they imme- 
diately took to flight. The king, after this action, left Sultan Ju- 
nied Birlafs to profecute the war in conjunction with Nuferit Shaw, 
and returned to pafs the rainy feafon in Agra. He vifited, upon 
his way, Shech Eiah, at Monier, the father of Shech Sherrif Mo- 
niri, and carried him to court. 





Humaioon having left Mirza Hindal to govern in his abfence, re- 
turned about this time from Cabul to vifit his father. Sultan Seid 
Chan of Argund, took this opportunity of invading Buduchthan, 
and {fent Mirza Hyder Dughelaff, to attack Minkilla. Hindal, 
upon the approach of the enemy, retreated into the fort of Ziffer, 
where he was befieged. Sultan Seid of Argund, finding that he could 
not reduce the place, and that the inhabitants would not join him, 
ravaged the country, and returned home. But as the news of his 
retreat had not reached Agra, the government of Buduchthan was 
beftowed upon Soliman Mirza, who fet out immediately for that 
province with a letter from the king to Sultan Seid Chan, expreffing 
his furprize at hoftilities, for which he could not account, but by 
fome mifbehavior of Mirza Hindal; that, therefore, he had fent 
another perfon, who was allied to them both, to fupply his place. 
When Soliman Mirza arrived, he found the country in perfe& tran- 
quiulity, and took poffeflicn of the government, which his family 
have kept to this day. Mirza Hindal returned to Agra. 


In the year nine hundred and thirty fix, the fultan fell fick, and 
his diforder continued daily to gain ftrength, in fpite of the power 
of medicine. Defpairing at laft of life, he recalled his fon Hu- 


maioon, 
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maioon, who was then befieging the fort of Callinger, and ap- “Hig. ag 
pointed him his fucceffor. Upon Monday, the fifth of Jemmad ul 

Awil, in the year nine hundred and thirty feven, he refigned in and dies. 
peace that life which he had fo often expofed in war. According to 

his will, his body was carried to Cabul, and interred in a holy fe- 

pulchre. 


What fhall we fay of Baber, the wonder of the age in which he a charac- 
lived! He mounted a throne at twelve years of age, and, with va- 
rious turns of fortune, reigned thirty eight. He was a prince of His huma- 
great humanity, and he carried his generofity to fuch excefS, that it ara 
bordered upon prodigality. With refpec to the firt, he fo often 
pardoned ingratitude and treafon, that he feemed to make a princi- 

ple of rendering good for evil. He thus difarmed vice, and made 

the wicked the worfhipers of his virtue. 


He was of the fect of the Hanifites, in whofe doGtrine and tenets His religion. 
he was perfectly verfed ; yielding mere to .the evidence of reafon, 
than to the marvellous legends of fuperftitious antiquity. He was 
not, however, forgetful of that rational worfhip which is due to the 
great Creator, nor a defpifer of thofe laws and ceremonies which 
are founded on found policy for the benefit of the fuperficial judges 
of things. He was a matter in the arts of Poetry, Writing, and His genias 
Mufic. He wrote his own Commentaries in the Mogul language, a iiti 
with {fuch elegance and propriety, that they are univerfally admired. 
This work was tranflated, in the reign of Ackbar, by Chan 
Chanan, into the Perfian language, and from it we have abridged 


the preceding hiftory of the life of Baber. 
In his perfon, he was fomething above the middle fize, nervous, 


and well formed. His countenance was pleafant, and in difpo- 
fition he was eafy, facetious, and affable. 


To 
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“Hig. fy To eftablifh his reputation for juftice and honor, we {hall relate 
His juftice. One inftance out of many. When he was prince of Ferghana, a 
rich caravan of Chitta and China, which was crofling the mountains 
of Indija, was buried inthe fhow. He ordered all the goods to be 
collected, and fent mefiengers to China to proclaim the accident, 
and bring the owners, or their heirs, to his court. Upon their ar- 
rival, at the end of two years, he entertained them hofpitably, and 
returned them all their goods, not only refufing to accept a prefent, 


but even to be reimburfed for his expences. 


Addi@ed to Notwithftanding his great vigor in war, he was much addiéted to 

piealure. wine and women, and all the fafhionable pleafures of courts. He 
fometimes ufed, when he had an inclination to make merry, to fill 
a fountain with wine, upon which was infcribed a verfe to this pur- 
pole: << Jovial days! Blooming fprings! Old wine, and young 
s maidens! Enjoy freely, O Baber, for life is not twice to be en- 
<< joyed !” He then would fit down in the midit of his friends, drink 
freely, and feaft his eyes on the daughters of beauty who danced 
before him. 


Whitherfoever he marched, or rode, he always had the road 
meatured after him. This cuftom obtains with the emperors of Hin- 
doftan to this day. He made a ftatute concerning the meafurement 
of diftances, which has hitherto remained in force. He appointed 
a hundred tinnabs to one crore, each tinnab being forty guz *. 


a With refpe& to his military character, he feems to have had few 
for ware that could equal him. He rendered the moft dangerous enterprizes 
eafy, by his undaunted courage and perfeverance, which rofe above 
all difficulties, and made him much more the object of admiration in 


his adverfity, than in the height of his profperity. Nor did he for- 


* A guzis not quite an Englifh mile. 


get 
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get himfelf in the latter, but always behaved with that moderation “tig. + -i 
and equanimity which characterizes a great foul. 


We have already traced Baber’s defcent from Timur; but as he was His genea 
the founder of a great dynafty, it will be proper to follow his ge- hii 
nealogy further back into antiquity. ‘The great Chingez Chan, the 
fon of Piffuka, the fon of Pirna, had four fens of renown, who were all 
kings, and the fathers of nations. Their names were Oktai Chaân, 
Chigittai Chan, Judgi Chan, and Tooli Chan. Though Oktai 
Chaân was not the eldeft fon, yet he was, by his father, appointed 
his fucceffor, and ruled in Kirrakerim and Kilwaran, which were 
the original territories of Chingez Chan. Oktai Chan died, by ex- 
cefs of wine, in the year fix hundred and thirty nine. 


Chigittai Chan, the fecond fon, poffeffed the kingdoms of Maver- 
ulnere, Tarkiftan, Balich, and Buduchfhan, and became the greateft 
of the family. Kirrachar Nuain, who was the fifth anceftor of 
Timur, was one of his omrahs, and, at length, captain general of 
all his forces. ‘The genealogy of Kirrachar runs thus: Timur, the The family 
fon of Amir Jiraghai, the fon of Amir Birkit, the fon of Alingar Ba- of Timur, or 
hadur, the fon of Abhil Luian, the fon of Kirrachar Nuian, the fon —_ 
of Sagungi, the fon of Ibumgi Berlafs, the fon of Katchuli Badahur, 
the fon of Jumnai Chan, the fon of Bacfinker Chan, the fon of Kidu 
Chan, who, by the mother’s fide, was defcended from Bafinger, a 
lady, from whom Chingez Chan derived his pedigree. 


$ THE 








H I N DOS T A N 








PART V. 


The Hiftory of the Life of HUMAIOON, 
the Son of BABER. 





SECTION I 


The reign of Humatroon, till his expulfion from 
HiNnDOSTAN. 








ASIR ul Dien Mahummud HuMAt1ooN, immediately A. D. 1530. 
after the death of Baber, mounted the throne of his father, Maton 837: 
in Hindoftan. He was a great aftronomer, and took much mee 

delight in judicial aftrology. He fitted up feven houfes of entertain- zomer. 

ment, and named them after the feven planets. In each he gave 

public audience, according to the ruling planet of the day, ordering 

all the furniture, paintings, and alfo the drefles of thofe who waited 

upon him, to bear fomething that was an emblem of the tutelar 

{tar of the houfe. He even endeavored to {uit the people, who 

came to pay their refpects, to the fuppofed influence of the planet, 

which prefided over the time of their attendance. In the houfe of the 


5 2 Moon 
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Moon met foreign embafiadors, travellers, and poets. Military men 
attended him in the houte of Brifput *, and judges, lawgivers, and 
fecretaries, were received in that of the Recorder of Heaven +. 


But the urgency of important affairs did not permit Humaioon 
to follow long thefe innocent whims. Such only fuited the days of 
peace, when the mind might enjoy her harmlefs follies. He {carcely 
had aicended the throne, when his brother, Mirza Camiran, who 
was then in Cabul, formed a defign of making himfelf mafter of 
Punjaab. To conceal his intentions, he gave out, that he was Z0- 
ing to Hindoftan, to congratulate Humaioon upon his accefñon. 
The king being, however, apprized of Camiran’s views, by his be- 
havior in thofe countries through which he paffed, and being ex- 
tremely unwilling to make war upon his brother, confented to let 
him govern Punjaab, Pifhawir, Lemghan, Cabul, Candahar, and 
Biana. This effectually ftopped the progrefs of Mirza Camiran. 
The king, in the mean time, conferred the government of Mewat 
upon Mirza Hindal, his brother, and appointed Mirza Afkari to that 
of Simbol, the other provinces being left in the poffeffion of the 
former fubas. 


Humaioon, in the year nine hundred and thirty eight, led an 
army againft the ftrong fortrefs of Callinger, and invefted the place. 
While the king carried on the fiege, Mahmood, the fon of Sultan 
Secunder Lodi, in conjunction with Bein Afgan, took poffeffion of 
Jionpoor, and kindled the flames of war in the eat. Humaiocn, 
having received intelligence of thefe commoticns, decamped from 
before Callinger, marched to Jionpoor, in a pitched battle over- 
threw the Afghans, and reinftated Juneid Birlafs in his former go 
ment of that province. 


* The planet Mars. t Mercury. 


The 
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The fultan, after this fignal victory, returned to Agra, and be- 
{towed chelats upsn above twelve thoufand of his courtiers. He, 
in the mean time, difpaiched a herald to Shere Chan, and demanded ae P 
pofleffion of the fortrefs of Chinâår *, which being refufed, the fultan Chinar. 
marched his army that way. When Humaioon lay before Chinar, 
he was informed, that Sultan Bahadur, of Guzerat, had turned to- 
wards him the points of his {fpears. This obliged him to patch up 
a kind of a peace with Shere Chan, and to return towards Agra. 

Cuttub Chan, the fon of Shere Chan, whom the emperor had 
taken as an hoftage, found means, on the way, to make his elcape, 


and to return to his father at Chinar. 


A. D. 1531. 
Hig. 938. 


Mahummud Ziman Mirza, the grandfon of Sultan Huffein Mirza, A a 
afpired to the throne, and was fupported in his pretenfions by the 
omrahs of Chigittai. The plot was difcovered, and the leader of 
the con{piracy pardoned: But Humaioon finding him, a fecond time, 
meditating treafonable practices, he ordered him to be confined in 
the fortrefs of Biana. Orders were given to put out the eyes of 
Mahummud Sultan and Nuherit Mirza, for being the principal abet- 
tors of the prince’s ambitious defigns; but the perfon to whom it 
was intrufted to inflict this punifhment, faved the eyes of the for- 
mer, while the latter found means to efcape to Guzerat. Mahum- 
mud Sultan, by the aid of his fons Ali Mirza and Shaw Mirza, who 
formed a party, was carried away to Kinnoge, where he was joined 


by about fix thoufand Moguls, Afghans, and Rajaputs. 


Humaioon fent to Bahadur, the governor of Kinnoge, and com- Rebellion at 
manded him to deliver up Mahummud, but he rejected the orders ™2"°8* 
in an infolent manner, which obliged the emperor to march againft 
him. Bahadur had, about this time, refolved to wreft the fort of 


* Chinar is avery ftrong fortrefs in the province of Oud, within feven crores of 
Benaris ; Both Shere Chan and Sultan Bahadur were governors under the farmer em- 
pire, and had, after the death of Ibrahim, aflumed independence. 

Chitcr ; 
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Chitor from Rana Bickermagit. Rana threw himfelf under the pro- 
tection of Humaioon; but the emperor, for what reafon is not 
known, having advanced as far as Gualier, encamped there for two 
months, and returned, without effecting any thing, to Agra. Rana 
Bickermagit, defpairing of relief, fent a crown, and a confiderable 
fum of money, to Bahadur, which induced him to raife the fiege. 


Sultan Bahadur, whofe affairs were now in a very profperous fitu- 
ation, by the reduction of Mendu, and other places, began to fhew 
his contempt of Humaioon, by advancing the confpirator Mahum- 
mud to great honors. He alfo prompted Sultan Alla ul Dien, the 
fon of the emperor Beloli Lodi, to attempt to poffefs himfelf of the 
throne of Delhi. 
of Sultan Alla ul Dien, his general, and difpatched him, with forty 
thoufand men, againft Humaioon, with which he fubdued Biana, 
and advanced to the environs of Agra. 


He, for this purpofe, made Tatar Chan, the fon 


This prefling danger awaked the king from his lethargy. He im- 
mediately {fent Mirza Fiindal, with a force, to oppofe Tatar Chan. 
When the armies approached one another, there was fo great a de- 
{ertion from Tatar’s troops, that, in the fpace of ten days, ten 
thoufand horfe fcarce remained to him. He however refolved, with 
thefe, to ftand his ground, and give battle to the imperial army, 
but he was totally overthrown, loft the moft of his troops, three 
Mirza Hindal, 


after this victory, retook Biana, and all the other places which had 


hundred officers ct diftinétion, and his own life. 
before failen into the hands of the enemy, and returned in triumph 
to Agr 

Sultan Bakadur, in 
fecond time, a Criitor ; 
ordered a fort to be Bui! 


which he caled Dien P 


the year nine hundred and forty, marched, a 
and, 
t in Delhi on the banks of the Junina, 
Ile, tooa 


in the mean time, Humaioon 


anna. after, marcned towards 
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Saringpoor, which then held of Bahadur, as fultan of Guzerat, and 4: trig. a2 


wrote to him a punning couplet, unworthy of the dignity and majefty “epee 
€ 1 

of a king. Chitor, in the Perftan language, fignifics, sn what man- punniag 
letter, 

ner; and upon this was founded the miferable witticifm contained 

in the verfes. The words were, ‘* O thou plunderer of the city of 

“ Chitor ! zn what manner can{t thou conquer the idolaters? For when 

“ thou wouldft wifh to conquer Chitor; thou know’ft not iz what 


‘* manner the king comes to conquer thee,” 


Bahadur anfwered Humaioon in his own ftrain, and in the follow- Bahadur’s 
ing words: “ I, who am the plunderer of Chitor, will conquer the 7””™ 
“ idolaters by valor; and he who dares not fuccour Chitor, thall fee 
“n what manner he himfelf fhall be conquered.” The wit is 
wretched on both fides; but he who began the pun is moft to 
blame. 


Sultan Bahadur, after fending the above billet to Humaioon, called Calls a coun- 
a council of war. It was the opinion of the majority, that as Hu- on 
maioon had all his force with him, it were better to raife the fiege, 
and march again{t him, and thus to take up the war by the roots. 
Others urged, that Humaioon was fo rigid in his religious princi- 
ples, that he would not difturb them in their war with idolaters ; 
that therefore it was moft advifeable to finith the fiege, which was 


now far advanced, and afterwards to think of other matters. 


Bahadur himfelf favoured the latter opinion. ‘The fiege was ac- 
cordingly continued ; and Humaioon, piquing himfelf upon his re- 
ligious principles, continued loitering at Saringpoor, till Sultan Ba- 
hadur had taken the fort. Bahadur, in the year nine hundred and Takes Chitor 

é m” i ; and h 

forty one, marched with great expedition againft Humaioon, who, oat ier 
hearing of his approach, marched forward to meet him. ‘The two emperor, 
armies appeared in front of each other, near Munfoor. Sultan Ba- 
hadur, who had collected a great train of artillery, by advice of his 


engineer, 
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“tig i engineer, Romi Chan, entrenched his army, and placed his cannon 
Entrenches in redoubts, in his ficnt. This prevented Humaioon from rifquing 


ms armye an attack, and both armies continued in fight of one another for tho 
{pace of two months. Daily fkirmifhes were, in the mcan tine, 
fought, with various fuccefs. 

og Tiumaioon, finding that he could not draw Bahadur out of his 

fupplies. trenches, employed all his attention to cut off his fupplies. He or- 
dered his horfe, in fuccefiive bodies of five or fix thoufand, to {cour 
the rear of the enemy, by which means famine began foon to be 
feverely felt in their camp; men, horfes, elephants, and camels, pe- 
rifhing daily in great numbers. 

Cowardice Bahadur, inftead of making one brave effort to relieve himfelf, 


and flight of . s ; . > 
Bahadur. permitted bafe fear and defpair to feize upon him; and, with only 


five friends, left his camp in the night, and fled towards Mindu. This 
was no fooner known, than the flight became general; the chiefs 
difperfing themfelves, with their adherents. Humaioon, in the 
morning, ordered the purfuit to commence, which was continued, 
ue is as far as Mindu, with great flaughter of the unfortunate wretches, 
and —— who had neither the power to e{cape, nor the means to defend them- 
in Mindu, delves. Bahadur threw himfelf into Mindu, and the place was 


clofely invefted. 


ake taken In a few days, three hundred Moguls {caled the walls of Mindu, 
y furprize. 


in the night; and though the garrifon confifted of many thoufands, 
fuch was their panic, that they all betook themfelves to flight. Ba- 
hadur efcaped to Chapanier, which was then the capital of Guzerat, 
Bravery of while Sidder Chan, his Amir ul Omrah, who was dangeroufly 
and Sidder wounded, not able to proceed farther, fhut himfelf up in the fort 
ee of Sunkar, where, being befieged, he capitulated the fecond day, 
and was, on account of his excellent character, received into great 
favor. Sidder Chan, during the purfuit, faved Sultan Bahadur, 


when 
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when almoft taken by Humaioon, by throwing himfelf in between “Hig, ie 
the kings, till his mafter had an opportunity of making his efcape. 
Bnt he himfelf was attacked with fuch violence by the king, in 


perfon, that, after receiving many wounds, he got off with great 
dithiculty. 


The king, three days after the taking of Mindu, renewed the Humaioon — 
purfuit after Sultan Bahadur, who, having taken all his treafure and belgie eg ee 
jewels out of Mahummud Abad and Chapanier, fled towards Amu- 
dabad. The king, giving up the city of Chapanier to plunder, and 
committing the fiege of the citadel, which ftill held out, to Dowlat 
Chaja Birlafs, continued to purfue Bahadur. The unfortunate ful- 
tan, hearing of his approach, fled to Cambait, but Humaioon pur- 
fuing him thither, he retired to the ifland of Deo, Humaioon ar- 


riving in Cumbait, the very evening of the fame day in which Ba- 
hadur forfook it. 


Flumaioon remained a few days in this place, but hearing that Retarns to 
the fultan’s wealth was moftly in the citadel of hapanier, he re- hanmiee, 
turned to carry on that fiege. Achtiar Chan, who commanded in 
the place, defended it with great bravery. But though he had fome 
years provifion in the fort, he was covetous of more, and took in 


daily fupplies from a certain part of the citadel, which was covered 
by a thick wood. 


The king, one day, reconnoitring the place, obferved the pro- His ftrata. 
ceedings of Achtiar Chan, with regard to the provifions. He im- 8°™ 
mediately feized upon a party of country people who carried the 
fupplies through the woods. He perfuaded, or rather commanded 
them, to carry him, in difguife, to the place. They had admit- 
tance. The king made the necefflary remarks, returned to his 


camp, and the fame night ordered a parcel of iron {pikes to be 
made. 


Vou. II, F He 
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A. p, '535- He himfelf, with three hundred felet men, went to the place, 


By a galian while feigned attacks were made upon every other quarter of the 
takes Cha- fort. As the accefs to this part of the fortreis was extremely diffi- 
— cult, the attention of the enemy was entirely drawn towards the 
different afiaults. This furnifhed the king with an opportunity of 
fixing his iron {pikes in the wall, by which means thirty-nine officers 
mounted, and the king himfelf made the fortieth. Before fun-rife 
his whole detachment was within the walls, when he difplayed a 
fignal which had been previoufly fetiled with his troops. They ac- 
cordingly made a violent affault upon all fides, and Humaioon, in 
the mean time, at the head of his detachment, cried out, Alla 
Akbar! * and forcing his way, {word in hand, through the enemy, 
poffefied himfelf of one of the gates: he immediately opened it, 
and admitted his troops, and all, except Achtiar Chan and his fa- 
mily, who were in an outwork, were put to the fword. The 20- 
vernor defended himfelf fo bravely, that he obtained a capitu- 
lation. 


The great ftrength of this place, the numerous garrifon, and the 
boldnefs of the attempt by which it fell, rendered this action of the 
king, equal, in the opinion of all mankind, to any thing of the like 

Div-des the Dature recorded in hiftory. Here the treafure of Guzerat, which 
Eevee” had been collected in the courfe of many years, was diftributed 
among the troops. He gave to the officers and foldiers what wealth 
could be heaped upon their refpeCtive fhields, proportioning the va- 
lue of the things to their rank and merit. All the wealth of Room, 
Chitta, and Fring-f, which had been therecolleéted, to a vaft amount, 


was delivered over to plunder. 


Bahadur Sul- Sultan Bahadur having fecured himfelf in Deo, fent Amad ul 
fan ievies Muluck Chirkufs to Ahmedabad, to collect the revenues, and levy 


forces. 
* That is, God is greateft. 
+t The Turkifh Empire, China, and Europe, 
troops. 
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troops. He found himfelf foon at the head of fifty thoufand men, fine. dig 
and was daily gaining ftrength and reputation. Humaioon having 
intelligence of the tranfactions of Bahadur, appointed Tirdi Beg to 
command the fort of Chapanier, and the adjacent countries, and 

marched in perfon with his army towards Ahmedabad. Amad ul 

Muluck drew out his army to oppofe him, and falling in with the 

vanguard of the imperialifts, commanded by Mirza Athkari, he was 

defeated before the reft of the army could be brought up to the en- His army 


overthrown. 





gagement, 


The king, for this fignal fervice, appointed Mirza Afhkari go- 
vernor of the fplendid city of Ahmedabad. He divided then the i pape 
provinces of Guzerat among his omrahs, and marched againft Bur- Guzerat. 
hanpoor. Burhan Nizam Shaw, Amud ul Muluck, and the other 
princes of the Decan, apprehenfive of his defigns to reduce Chan- 


dez, wrote to him letters of fubmiffion and allegiance. 


Thefe letters had fcarce arrived, when the news of the infurretion The infer- 
of Shere Chan came to the king. He, however, reduced all the %07 under 
countries about Burhanpoor, then marched round to Mindu. Amud 
ul Muluck, in the mean time, in conjunction with the omrahs of 
Guzerat, began again to acquire itrength, and marched, with an 


army, towards Ahmedabad. 


Humaioon, in the mean time, invefted Chinar, and reduced it, 
after a fiege of fix months. Having then gained the paffes, he en- 
tered Bengal. Shere Chan, in the mean time, carried away the 
treafure of the princes of Gour and Bengal, whom he had reduced, 
and fled to the mountains of Jarcund. The king continued his 
march to Gour, the capital of Bengal, took it, and commanded it 
to be called Ginnitabad *. Having refided in that city for the {pace 
of three months, he was obliged, on account of the moift air of that 


* The paradifial city. 
T 2 country, 
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A. D. 1539: country, by which the greateft part of his army fell fick, as well as 


Hig. 946. i 
by the rebellion of Mirza Hindal at Agra, to return. 
pe erai Mirza Hindal, the King’s brother, was fent to fupprefs Mahun- 
J agr . 


mud Sultan Mirza, who, we have already obferved, had efcaped to 
Kinnoge. But inftead of performing that fervice, he, as foon as he 
faw himfelf at the head of an army, began to afpire to the throne. 
Fie accordingly marched back to Agra, where he difcovered his 
treafonable intentions, by putting fome of the principal people, who 
rejected his authority, to death. He thus enforced obedience, and 
throwing away every difguife, ordered the chutba to be read in his 
own name, and, with all the enfigns of royalty, marched to Delhi, 


and befieged it. 


The king, having heard of thefe proceedings, left Jehangire Beg 
and Ibrahim Beg to command in Bengal, and haftened towards 
Agra. When he was about half way, Mahummud Zeman Mirza, 
who had formerly joined Sultan Bahadur, returned from Sind, and, 
being promifed a pardon, joined the king with a confiderable party. 
In the mean time, Shere Chan, finding the king’s army fo much 
weakened by ficknefs and defertion, and his affairs further per- 
plexed by the rebellion of Mirza Hindal, marched with his troops 
from Rotas, and came behind the king on the Jofa *. Both armies 
lay three months inactive, at a time when the king ought to have 
run all hazards, being every day infulted, and more and more di- 
ftreffed by the enemy, who prevented his croffling the river. 


uisa Cam; FO add {till to Elumaioon’s misfortunes, his other brother, Mirza 
ran mounts. Camiran, inftead of affifting him, ungeneroufly afpired to his throne, 
Agra. and marched, with ten thoufand horfe, from Lahore. When he 

arrived at Delhi, Mirza Hindal prevailed upon him, to join his 


forces with his own, after which they both continued the fiege. 


* Perhaps the Sone, or Carimnafla. 
Fuchir 
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Fuchir ul Dien Alli, who commanded in the city, acquainted fiie. iL 
Mirza Camiran, that he could never think of betraying his truft, 
and rather than be fo ungrateful to his prince, he was determined 
to hold out to the laft drop of his blood; but, that, if he would firft 
poflefs himfelf of the capital of Agra, and entirely fubdue his bro- 
ther, he would then, and not till then, give up the city of Delhi. 
When Mirza Camiran and his brother found him fo determined, 
and that the fiegze would coft them much blood and time, they fet 
out together for Agra, 





When they had reached the environs of that city, the jealoufy, 
which the brothers naturally entertained of each other, the eyes of 
both being turned towards the throne, broke out into open war. 
Mirza Hindal, being deferted by many of his party, fled to Alwir, 
with five thoufand horfe, and three hundred elephants ; and Mirza 
Camiran, entering Agra, affumed «ii the imperial enfigns. 


Sultan Humaioon endeavored, by every poffible argument with Humaioon 
erdeavors to. 


his brothers, to bring about a coalition of interefts againft Shere bring over 
: 3 : : his brothers 

Chan, telling them, that their family quarrels would certainly, in tohisintereit. 

the end, lofe them that mighty empire, which had coft their father 

fo much pains to conquer, and involve the family of Chigittai in 

one common ruin; that it was, therefore, advifeable to join againít 

the common enemy, and afterwards divide the empire amongft 

themfelves. Thefe arguments had no weight with his brothers, They reje& 

who were fo blinded by ambition, that they were determined ra- — 

ther to lole all, than be contented with a part. They vaisily hoping 

that after Shere Chan had defeated Sultan Humaioon, they fhould 

be able to fubdue Shere Chan; and each had the félly to fuppofe, 

that he fhould be able to exclude the other, and fo reign atone. 


At this juncture, Shere Chan {ent Shech Chelili, a dervith of Humaioon 
great reputation, to Sultan [Fiumaioon, to treat about a peace, ae 


which ©#": 
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A. a 1539: which the king accepted, with gladnefs, upon the following con~ 


Hig. 94 


Treaehery 
or Shere 
Chan. 


Flumatoon 
totally over- 
thrown. 


E.fcapes to 
Agra. 


Ele is joined 
by his bro- 
tuners. 


ditions: That Shere Chan fhould content himfelf with Bengal and 
Behar, which he was to hold in the king’s name, paying a {fnall 
acknowicdement. 


When the conditions were figned and ratified by mutual oaths, 
Humaioon, trufting too much to the faith of his enemy, permitted 
a free intercourfe between both armies. ‘This was wnat tne per- 
fidious Shere Chan aimed at by the peace. He accordingly, next 
morning, furprized the fultan’s camp, before day-break, and totally 
defeated him. As the bridge of boats, which the fuitan had been 
preparing, was not finifhed, there was no way of efcape left, but 
by plunging into the river ; all the boats being feized by a part of the 
enemy, who had turned the rear of the emperoz’s army. Humaioon, 
his nobles, and a great part of his army, were forced into the flream, 
where eight thoufand Moguls, exclufive of Hindoos, were drowned, 
among whom was Mahummud Ziman Mirza. This terrible over- 
throw happened to Humaioon in the year nine hundred and forty 


fix. 


The king, by the affiittance of a waterman, having with great 
difficulty fwam acrofs the river, with a few who had furvived the 
flaughter of this dreadful day, fled to Agra. Mirza Camiran hear- 
ing of this defcat, haftened from Agra to Alwir, to confult with his 
brother, Mirza Hindal. Finding that now the Afghans were likely 
to prevail, they were afhamed of their behavior to their brother, 
and, when it was too late, thought proper to fupport him. In the 
mean time, all the Mogul omrahs who were difperfed in the pro- 
vinces, feeing that the power of their nation had fuftained fuch a 
violent fhock, found it alfo neceffary to unite their ftrength. They 
accordingly haftened from all quarters to Agra; Jehangire Beg, and 
Ibrahim Beg, having left Bengal, and even Mahummud Sultan 

Mirza, 
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Mirza, who had rebelled in Kinnoge, joined now in the general “Hig: seps 


caufe again{t the Aignans. 

The three brothers having met at Agra, held daily confultations ; ao, be- 
but Mirza Camiran, who was not earneft in reconciling their dif- brothers. 
ferent interefts, brought all their councils to nothing, and propofed 
to return to Lahore, to which refolution he was very much inftigated 
by Chaja Callan Beg. Sultan Humaioon ufed every argument to 
prevent his departure; but the ambitious Camiran was ceter- 
mined to be every thing himfelf, or to give no affiftance to his 
brother. 


Thefe impolitic difputes had lafted fix months, when Mirza Ca- 
miran was feized with a falfe appetite, which he too much indulged, 
and confequently became afflicted with a lientery, which he imputed 
to poifon given him by his brothers. He immediately fet out for Arae EOT 
Lahore, leaving a thoufand horfe with Secunder Sultan, under pre- the king. 
tence of affifting his unfortunate brother. The inhabitants of Agra 
were greatly difcouraged at Camiran’s departure, fo that many of 
them, fearing the iffue of the war, accompanied him. Mirza Hyder, 
difgufted with this behavior, {taid behind, and joined Humaioon, 


to whom he was of great fervice. 


Shere Chan, who had remained quiet during thefe difputes, now Shere Chan 
advanced with an army to the banks of the Gang, and detaching cap elgg 
his fon Cuttub Chan over the river, poffefled himfelf of the adjacent 


provinces. 


Humaioon having received intelligence of thefe motions, ordered 
Caffim Haffein Sultan Ufbeck, in conjunétion with Eadgar Mirza 
and Secunder Sultan, againft him, with a great army. They met 


the enemy near Calpie, where an obftinate engagement was fought, The imperial 
f Š ‘ ‘ ane enerals ce- 
in which victory declaring for the Moguls, Cuttub Chan, with a feat and flay 


CuttubChano. 
great 
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A. D. 154c. great part of his army, was cut off, and his head fent to Agra. The 


Hig. 947 , wi , 
generals, at the fame time, invited the king to come and have the 
honor of conquering Shere Chan in perfon. 
Bumaon Humaioon accordingly marched with a hundred thoufand horfe, 
tmarcnes 


againit Shere and crofling the Gang, near Kinnoge, fat down for the fpace of a 

bata month before the army of Shere Chan, which confifted of little more 
than half his number. In the mean time, Mahummud Sultan 
Mirza, and his fons, who were remarkable for their treachery and 
ingratitude, fled to the enemy, with all their adherents, drawing 
many more after them, which again plunged the fultan into diftrefs ; 

—— for his army being difpirited, began to defert by thoufands. To 

partof his complete his misfortunes, the rainy feafon now commenced, and 

oe his camp was quite overflowed with water, infomuch that the tents 
feemed afloat. ‘The king therefore refolved to move his camp to 
higher ground. 


On the tenth of Mohirrim, nine hundred and forty feven, he put 
his army in motion. He was attacked by Shere Chan on his 
and over- march, and defeated with great flaughter. Having unfortunately, 
iia as in the former action, the river then clofe to his rear, the flight 
turned that way, and fome thoufands, to avoid the fwords of the 
enemy, chofe a more ignominious death in the water. A few only 
e{caped with the king over the river, with whom he fled to Agra; 
the reft fubmitted themfelves to the conquerors, or difperfed by va- 
rious routs. 


Shere Chan Shere Chan, immediately after this victory, advanced towards 
a °° Agra. The king was forced to retreat to Lahore, and on the firft 
of Rubbi ul Awil, of that year, joined the greateft part of his Mo- 

gul omrahs, who had been difperfed fince the action. Shere Chan 

Purfues the {till continuing the purfuit, to make the beft ufe of his victory, 
“a croffed the river of Jullanpoor, upon which the fultan, upon the 
firtt 
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firt of Rigib, paffed the river of Lahore, and retreated towards Tatta “Hig : 54. 
and Bicker. Mirza Camiran, now fenfible of his ungenerous and who takes 

; Ea à eiA ; the route of 
jmmpolitic behavior, was himfelf obliged to fly towards Cabul, and Tatta. 

faw an empire wrefted from his family, by the effects of that bafe 


envy, which could not behold even a brother’s greatnefs without pain. 


Humaioon having croffed the Sind, on his way to Bicker, halted mn ag A 
at Lori, and fent an embaffador, with a horfe and drefs to Mirza nor of Tatta. 
Shaw Haffein, governor of Tatta, to requeft his aid, that he might 
be able to poffefs himfelf of Guzerat. Mirza Shaw Haffein feeming 
to liften to his requeft, detained the king, by various artifices and ex- 
cufes, for five months, by which means his {mall army, diftreffed for 
want of pay, daily diminifhed in numbers. Mirza Hindal, his brother, His brother 
in the mean time, left him, and went to Candahar, being invited thi- omega 
ther, by Kirrachi Chan, governor of that province. Mirza Eadgar ™"8- 
Nafir propofed, at the fame time, to quit Humaioon, but this unfor- 
tunate king, took great pains to keep him firm to his intereft, giving 
him the government of Bicker. But he had no fooner taken poffef- 


fion of that place, than he began to ftrengthen himfelf, and to hatch 


treafon. 


Humaioon, in the mean time, had, with his little army, laid fiege Humaicen 
to Sewan, for feven months, without effect, when Shaw Haffein, de- a 
firous of getting the place into his own hands, advanced, with a great 
force, from Tatta, and furrounding both the garrifon and the befiegers, 
prevented fupplies from being carried to either. Humaioon’s army His great 
were foon greatly diftrefied, as well as the garrifon. The king, ane 
driven to extremities, requefted Mirza Eadgar to join him, with 
what forces he had in Bicker; but this ungrateful man chofe rather 
to be prevailed upon to join Mirza Shaw Haffein, who promifed him 
his daughter, and to fecure him in his government. He immediately 
deferted the king’s intereft, at this dangerous crifis, and Humaioon 
was obliged to retreat precipitately from before Sewan, towards Bicker. He fies ta- 
Vor. H. U He WwardsBicker, 
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“Hig oo i He could not even obtain, in that place, a few boats, from his own per- 
fidious fubjects, to waft his fall army over the river. After a fearch 
of fome days, and wandering along the banks, he difccvered fome 


boats that had been funk, raifed them, and tranfported his troops to 
the other fide. 


Notwithftanding this accumulation of misfortunes, Humaioon had 
ara ni ftrength enough left to ftrike terror in Eadgar Nafir Mirza, who, 
to avoid his refentment, came and made his fubmiffion. The neccf- 
fity cf the times obtained his pardon; but, in return for Humaioon’s 
amg a fedi- clemency, he began to raife {edition among his troops, and privately 
to draw them over to his ownintereft. This treafon being commu- 
nicated to the king, the traitor, upon being taxed with it, appeared 
at the head of his troops, in open rebellion. But the principal officers 
of the rebellious faction refufed to attack their king, fo that an action 
was prevented, when both parties were formed in order of battle. 


The king being in no condition, at that juncture, to contend with 
mee ae! " the rebel, thought it high time to provide for his own fafety elfe- 
where. He therefore marched, by the way of Jaffelmere, to Raja 
Maldeo, then the moft potent Hindoo prince in Hindoftan, having 
before received an invitation from him. But as he was pafling 
through the territories of Jaflelmere, the raja of that country fent a 
force to oppofe him. The king defeated them, and paffed cn to 
the boundaries of Maldeo, where he halted, and fent a meilenger 
to the raja. 


But few keep faith with a king, when he is under the cloud of mis- 
Raja Maldeo fortunes. Maldeo, feeing he had nothing to fear from Humaioon, 
plots againft i j : — . 
Sie. found in his own mind no principle to love him; he therefore refolved, 
if pofflible, to feize the king, and fend him to Shere Shaw. One of 
Maldeo’s fervants, who had formerly lived under Humaioon, having 
intelligence of this defign, immediately informed the king. 


Humaioon 
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Humaioon mounted his horfe, at midnight, and fled towards — 508. 
Amercot, which is about one hundred crores from Tatta. His He flies. 
horfe, on the way, falling down dead with fatigue, he defired Tirdi 
Beg, who was well mounted, to let him have his; but fo ungene- 
rous wasthis man, and fo low was royalty fallen, that he refufed to 
comply with his requeft. The troops of the raja being clofe to his 
heels, he was neceflitated to mount a camel, till one Nidim Koka, 
difmounting his own mother, gave the king her horfe, and placing 
her on the camel, ran himfelf on foot by her fide. 


The country, through which they fled, being an entire fandy His great 
defart, the troops began to be in the utmoft diftrefs for water. Some asians 
ran mad, others fell down dead; nothing was heard but dreadful 
{creams and lamentations. ‘To add, if poflible, to this calamity, calamitous 
news arrived of the enemy’s near approach. Humaioon ordered all eee 
thofe who could fight to halt, and Jet the women and baggage move 
forward. ‘The enemy not making their appearance, the king rode 


on in front, to fee how it fared with his family. 


Night, in the mean time, coming on, the rear loft their way, and 
in the morning were attacked by a party of the enemy. Shech Ali, Gallant ex- 
with about twenty brave men, refolved to fell his life dear. Having Shoch “Ali 
repeated the creed of Martyrdom, he rufhed upon the enemy, and 
the firft arrow having reached the heart of the chief of the party, the 
reft were, by the valor of this handful, put to flight. The other 
Moguls joined in the purfuit, and took many of their camels and 
horfes. ‘They then continued their march, found the king fitting 
by a well, which he had fortunately found, and gave him an account 
of their adventure. 





Marching forward, the next day, from this well, they were more The king's 
diftreffled than before, there bei Arsan Akin 
, eing no water for two days journey. Suon fo 


On the fourth day of their retreat, they fell in with another well, want of 
water 
U á which 
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Akbar born. 
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which was fo deep, that the only bucket they had, took a great deal 
of time in being wound up, and therefore a drum was beat to give 
notice to the cafhilas when the bucket appeared, that they might 
repair by turns to drink. The people were fo impatient for the 
water, that as foon as the firft bucket appeared, ten or twelve of 
them threw themfelves upon it, before it quite reached the brim of 
the well, by which means the rope broke, and the bucket was loft, 
and feveral fell headlong after it. ‘hen this fatal accident happen- 
ed, the {creams and lamentations of all became loud and dreadful. 
Some lolling out their tongues, rolled themfelves, in agony, on the 
hot fand; while others, precipitating themfelves intc the well, met 
with an immediate, and confequently an eafier death. What did 
not the unhappy king feel, when he faw this terrible fituation of his 
few faithful friends ! 


The next day, though they reached water, was not lefs fatal than 
the former. ‘Fhe camels, who had not tafted water for fevera] days, 
now drank fo much, that the greateft part of them died. The people 
alfo, after drinking, complained of an oppreffion of the heart, and in 
about half an hour a great part of them expired. 


A few, with the king, after this unheard of diftrefS, reached Amer- 
cot. ‘The raja being a humane man, took compaffion on their mis- 
fortunes. He fpared nothing that could alleviate their miferies, or 


expre{s his fidelity to the kine. 


At Amercot, upon Sunday the fifth of Rigib, in the year nine hun- 
dred and forty nine, the prince Ackbar was brought forth, by Hamida 
Banu Begum. The king, after returning thanks to God, left his family 
under the protection of Raja Rana, and, by the.aid of that prince, 
marched againft Bicker. But a mutiny arifing among the troops, 
they difperfed, fo that nothing could be effected. Some.of the king’s 
own omrahs deferted him, and the gailant Shech Ali, one of his 


principal 
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principal adherents, was killed in an a€tion in which Humaioon was ‘Hig 3542. 
defeated. The king fled towards Kandahar, and was, on his way, is defeated, 
joined by Byram Chan, from Guzerat. Mirza Camiran had, at that rel e 
time, taken the fortrefs of Kandahar from his brother, Mirza Hin- nahat; 

dal; and Mirza Afhkari governed there by his appointment. Mirza 

Shaw Haffein wrote to Mirza Afhkari, that the king was in the 

utmoft diftrefs, and that if he would now favor him, fo meritorious 

an action could not be forgot. Afhkari, inftead of liftening to this 

requeft, attacked the king when he approached, obliging him to 

leave behind him his fon, and fly himfelf, with the Sultana Mariam 
Muckani, and only twenty-two horfe, to Chorraffan. Mirza Afh- a 
kari exprefled great forrow at the king’s efcape, and plundering all raffan. 


his effects, carried the young prince Ackbar to Kandahar. 


The king, by repeated trials, found that he could place no faith 
in his brothers. When he arrived upon the frontiers of Seiftan, he 
was met by Ahmed Sultan Shamlu, who was there governor on the 
part of Shaw Tamafp ul Huffeini, of Iran. He brought Humaioon Is received 
to Seiftan, and treated him with the greateft refpect, prefenting him Perfian “dy i 
with all the money he was worth, and furnifhing the fultana with ees 
flaves. The king received juft what fupplied his occafions, and re- 
turned the ret. He from thence fet out for Hérat, and was, in 
that city, met by Sultan Mahummud, the king of Perfia’s eldeft ee by fhe 
fon. This prince forgot nothing of that generofity and politenefs ison, 
which fo remarkably diftinguifhed his character. He provided the 
unfortunate exile very effectually with all neceffaries for his journey 
to court. In his progrefs towards the capital of Iran, all the go- 
vernors of the provinces and great men paid him their compliments, 
and made magnificent entertainments for him. When he arrived at 
Kizvi, he difpatched Byram Chan to the Perfian king, at Ifpahan, 


and waited his anfwer. Let us now leave Humaioon, to give an 
account of the tranfactions in Hindoftan, during his exile. 
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SECTION IL 


Hiftory f SHERE SHa w, before his accefion to the 
imperial throne. 








oo I 543 HE original name of Shere Shaw was Ferid. His father 

Shere Shaw’s was Hafin, of the Soor tribe of the Afghans of Roh. When 

seein Sultan Beloli placed his foot on the mufnud of empire, the grand- 
father of Shere Shaw, Ibrahim Soor, came to Delhi in queft of mi- 
litary fervice. 

cf the Af- The original feat of the Afghans was Roh. This word, in their 

ghans of i 


Roh. language, fignifies a mountainous country. It extended, they fav, 
in length, from Sewad and Bijore, to the town of Sui in the dcmi- 
nions of Buckuraft, and in breadth, from Hufin Abdal to Rabul. 
This tra&, in its fertile vallies, contained many feparate tribes; among 
the number of thefe was that of Soor, who derive themfelves from 
the princes of Ghor. One of the fons of the Ghorian family, 
whofe name was Mahummud Soor, having left his native coun- 
try, placed himfelf among the Afghans of Roh, and was the father 
of the tribe of Soor, which was efteemed the nobleft among them. 


a oe Ibrahim Soor, arriving at Delhi, engaged himfelf in the fervice 
Delhi, of an omrah of the court of Beloli. When the empire fell to Se- 
cunder, Jemmal Chan an omrah was appointed fuba of Jionpoor, 
who took Haffen, the fon of Ibrahim, in his retinue. He found 
him a youth of parts, and favored him fo much, that, in a fhort 
his fon Hafin time, he gave him the pergunnahs of Sehfaram and Chawaffpoor 
n a J3- Tanda, in jagier, for which he was to maintain five hundred horfe 
Hafen had eight fons; Ferid and Nizam of one mother, of a Pa- 


tan family; the other fons were born of flaves. 


Haffen 
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Hafen had no great love for his wife, and he therefore neglected yos À: a 
her fons. Ferid, upon this, left his father’s houle, and enhifted Ferid fies 
himfelf a foldicr in the fervice of Jemmal Chan. Haflen wrote to ther’s houfe. 
Jemmal Chan * upon this occafion, requefting him to fend back his 
fon, that he might be educated. But all that Jemmal Chan could 
fay had no effect upon Ferid. Jionpoor, he faid, was a better place 
for inftru€tion than Sehfaram; and he affirmed that he would at- 
tend to letters of his own accord. This he did to fo múch purpofe, lee a 
that he foon could repeat the works of Shech Sadi, and was, be- 
fides, a proficient in all the learning of the country. He, however, 
employed moft of his time in hiftory and poetry, being fupported 
by the liberality of Jemmal Chan. 


After three or four years had pafied, Haffen came to Jionpoor, !s, reconciled 

and, by the mediation of friends, the father and fon were reconci- ther, 
led. Haffen gave Ferid the charge of his jagier, and remained 
himfelf at Jionpoor. Ferid, when he took leave of his father, faid, 
« That the ftability of government depended on juftice, and that it 
“ would bs his greateft care not to violate it, either by oppreffing 
“ the weak, or permitting the {trong to infringe the laws with im- 
** punity.” When he arrived at his jagier, he actually put this re- 
folution in practice, by rendering juftice to the poor, and reducing 
to order fuch of his zemindars as oppofed his authority. He, by 
this means, had his revenues pundctually paid, and his country well 
cultivated. His reputation grew apace; for all his actions difcovered 
uncommon genius and refolution. 


Hafin coming to vifit the pergunnahs, was extremely pleafed er dy 9 
with the management of his fon, and therefore continued him in his behavior. 
office. But the father had a flave by whom he had three fons, So- 
liman, Ahmed, and Mudda, and the old man was extremely fond 


ef her. She told him, that now her fon Soliman was grown up, 


* Suba of Jionpoor. 


and 
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A. D. 1542. and that he ought to provide for him. She, day after day, conti- 
Hig. 949. 
nued to teaze Hafin for the fuperintendency of the pergunnahs for 
Soliman. ‘This gave the old omrah great concern, knowing the fu- 
perior abilities of Ferid. The fon, hearing that the domettic peace 
of his father was deftroyed, by the importunities of his favorite, 
He refigns made a voluntary refignation of his truft, which was accordingly 


the manage- 
ment of the conferred upon Soliman. 


jagier. 

i Ferid, and his brother Nizam, fet out immediately for Agra, and 
entered into the fervice of Dowlat Chan, one of the principal om- 
rahs of Sultan Ibrahim. Ferid, by his good behavior, foon infi- 
nuated himfelf into his mafter’s affection. Dowlatdefired him, one 
day, to tell him what he was moft defirous to obtain, and that he 
would ufe his intereft with the fultan in his favor. Ferid replied, 
That his father was now in his dotage, and wholly guided by an art- 
ful miftrefs, who had deprived both himfelf and his brother of their 
patrimonial inheritance, and had procured their jagier for her own 
{purious offspring. ‘That if Dowlat would, therefore, by his intereft 
at court, procure the jagier-fonnad in his name, he would promife 
to provide for his father, and maintain five hundred good horfe for 
the fervice of the empire. 


Dowlat Chan accordingly preferred this requeft to the fultan, who 


The emperor replied, That he muft be a bad man indeed, who reviled and un- 


fufes t 
seats kim his dermined his own father. Dowlat Chan retired in filence, and ac- 


father’s ja- 


m quainted him of the anfwer he had received, but comforted Ferîd, 


by telling him that he would take another opportunity to urge his 
requeft. In the mean time, the father of Ferid died, and Dowlat 
which, upon Chan obtained the emperor’s grant, with which the two brothers fet 


his father’s 
death, he ob- out to Seh{aram with a grand retinue. 


tains. 
Soliman, upon the arrival of his brothers, evacuating the country, 

went off to Mahummud Chan Soor, who held the purgunnah of 

Chond, 
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Chond, and kept up a force of fifteen hundred horfe, and com- “lig. <m 
plained of the behavior of Ferid. Mahummud Chan told him, His brother 
that Baber, having invaded Hindoftan, a war between him and Sul- complains of 
tan Ibrahim was unavoidable. That, therefore, if he fhould ac- apne ga 

company him when called to the imperial army, he would endea- °% > 

vor to get him redrefs. Soliman was too impatient to wait fo long 

in fufpence. Mahummud Chan, therefore, fent a perfon to Ferid, 

to treat about a reconciliation. Ferid replied, That he was willing 

to give him a proper fhare of his father’s inheritance, but that he 

muft be excufed from parting with any of his power; repeating, at 

the fame time, the old adage, That two fwords could never reft in 

one fcabbard., 


Soliman could not be {fatisfied with fharing the government, and who forms 
therefore nothing was fettled between the brothers. This irritated R him, 
Mahummud Chan fo much, that he refolved to compel him to the 
meafures which he himfelf had propofed. Ferid being informed of 
this refolution, began to provide for his own fecurity; but news ar- 
riving of Sultan Ibrahim’s death, the whole country was thrown into 
confufion. Ferid refolved not to lie idle in the midft of the troubles 
which enfued. He joined Par Chan, the fon of Diria Chan Loha- 
ni, who had fubdued Behar, and aflumed the royal dignity, under 
the name of Sultan Mahummud, or Mahmood. As the fultan was 
one day on a hunting party, he roufed an enormous tiger; which 
Ferid immediately attacked and killed with one blow of his fabre, 

For this bold aGtion, which was done in the {fultan’s prefence, he Ferid obtains 


' , the title of 
was honored with the title of Shere Chan *. Shan Chee, 


Shere Chan rofe gradually to great influence and favor, in the ful- 
tan’s fervice. He was even appointed tutor to the fultan’s fon, Jellal 


Chan. He, in the mean time, requefted permiffion to go to his 
jagier, but he was detained there by bufinefs, till his leave of ab- 


* Shere fignifies a lion. 


TOL. IL x fence 
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“Hig. oe fence expired. Sultan Mahummud, diffatisfied with this behavior, 
reproached him, one day in public, with breach of promife; and 
me een Mahummud Chan, an omrah, being prefent, took that opportunity 
Mahmood. Of accufing him of treafonable defigns, and with favoring the intereft 
of Sultan Mamood, the fon of Sultan Secunder. The fultan was, by 
this means, fo incenfed againft him, that he intimated, at the fame 
time, a defign to deprive him of his jagier, and to confer it upon his 
brother Soliman, as a juft punifhment for his offence, and the only 


thing that could bring him to a proper fenfe of his duty. 


Proceedings The fultan, however, having a great efteem for Shere Chan, again‘ 
againit hime whom nothing was yet proved, laid afide the violent meafure to 
which he was inftigated by Mahummud. He, at the fame time, by 
way of alarming him, gave orders to his accufer to enquire into his 
father’s eftate, and make an equal divifion of it among all the bro- 
thers. Mahummud Chan, glad of this order, fent one of his fervants 
to Shere Chan to acquaint him, that his brothers, according to the 
fultan’s commands, were to have their proportionable dividends of 


the eftate which he had hitherto fo unjuftly with-held from them. 


The matara Shere Chan returned for anfwer, that Mahummud was very much 
Hindotan. miftaken in this matter. ‘That there were no heritable eftates in 
Hindoftan, among Mahomedans, for that all lands belonged to the 
king, which he difpofed of at pleafure. That as he himfelf had a 
perfonal grant of his jagier, his brethren were entirely out of the 
queftion. That he, however, had already confented to give to his 
brother Soliman a part of the money and moveables, according to 


law. 


Shere Chan When the meffenger returned with this anfwer to Mahummud 
—— Chan, who was then at Jiond, he was enraged at fo flat a denial, 
and raifing all his forces, {fent them again{ft Shere Chan, under the 
command of Shadi, his adopted flave, accompanied by Soliman and 


Ahmed. 
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Ahmed. His orders were to take poffeffion of the country, and to “Hig. a 
leave a force with Soliman, to protect him in the jagier. 

his refolution being quickly taken, Shere Chan had not ot ag sil 
time to collect his people; but, upon the firft alarm, he wrote to pofe him. 
Maileck Sook, his deputy in the pergunnah of Chawatspoor Tandah, 
to harrafs the enemy with what troops he had, but to avoid an ac- 
tion till he joined him in perfon. But Malleck Sook, defirous to dit- 
tinguith himfelf, gave them battle, and loft his life and the victory. 


This difater weakened Shere Chan fo much, that he was in no 
condition to oppofe Mahummud; he therefore evacuated the coun- 
try, and fled to Juneid Birlafs, {fuba of Kurrah and Maneckpoor, on He fies to 
the part of Sultan Baber. He made the fuba a handfome prefent, *“'*” 
was taken into favor, and obtained a body of troops to recover his 
country. With thefe he defeated Mahummud, who fled to the Returns ang 
mountains of Rhotas, fo that he not only pofieffed himfelf of his —e i 
own country, but added feveral other pergunnahs to his jagier, 
which he now held of Sultan Baber. Having rewarded the Moguls 
who had affifted him, he permitted them to return to their matter. 
Hie, at the fame time, levied troops, and was joined by his former 
friends, who had fled to the hills, which rendered him very formi- 


dable in thofe parts, 


Shere Chan having thus eftablifhed himfelf in his jagier, per- His penerof. 
formed an act of generofity, which, if it was not intended to de- * © anes 
ceive the world, does him much honor. He recalled Mahummud 
Chan, who had fled, and put him in poffeffion of his former jagier. 

This generous treatment converted his greateft enemy into one of his 
beft friends. 


Shere having fettled his affairs, left his brother Nizam in charge 
of his country, and paid a vifit to his benefactor Juneid Birtafs, at 
ÀA 2 Kurrah. 
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A.D. 1542. Kurrah. Birlafs was then going to Agra, and Shere refolved to ac- 
i : i , z i 

Goes to company him thither. He was, upon this occafion, introduced to 
Sultan Baber, and attended that prince in his expedition to Chinderi. 


After Shere had ftaid fome time in the Mogul camp, and obferved 
their manners and policy, he, one day, told a friend, that he thought 
it would be an eafy matter to drive thofe foreigners out of Hindoftan. 
His friend afked him, what reafon he had to think fo? Shere re- 

concelning, plied, «¢ That the king himfelf, though a man of great parts, was 

the Moguls. « but very little acquainted with the pollcy of Hindoftan; and that 
“« the vizier, who held the reins of government, would be too much 
“ biafied in favor of his own intereft, to mind that of the public. 
‘¢ That therefore if the Patans, who were now at enmity among 
“« themfelves, could be brought to mutual concord, the work was 
‘* compleated ; and fhould fortune ever favor him, he imagined him- 
“ {elf equal to the tafk, however difficult it might, at prefent, ap- 
« pear.” His friend burft out into a loud laugh, and began to ri- 
dicule this vain opinion. 


His behavior Shere, a few days after, had, at the king’s table, fome folid dithes 
King’s table fet before him, with only a fpoon to eat them. He called for a 
knife, but the fervants had orders not to fupply him with one. 
Shere, not to lofe his dinner, drew his dagger, without ceremony, 
and cutting up his meat, made a hearty meal, without minding 
thofe who diverted themfelves at this odd behavior. When he had 
done, the king, who had been remarking his manner, turned to 
occations a Amir Chalifa, and faid, «* This Afghan is not to be difconcerted by 


reflection of ` re j 
Baber. ‘ trifles, and is likely to be a great man. 


He privately Shere Chan perceiving, by thefe words, that the king had been 
withdraws. informed of his private difcourfe to his friend, fled the camp that 
night, and went to his own jagier. He wrote from thence to Ju- 

neid Birlafs, that as Mahummud Chan had prevailed on Sultan 
Mahmood 
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Mahmood Chan, of Behar, to fend troops againft his jagier, he had “Hie = 
in hafte left the king’s camp, without waiting upon him for leave. 
He, by this means, amufed Juneid Birlafs frora chaftifing him, and 
at the fame time made up matters with Sultan Mahmood, with Is recorciied 


with Sultan 
wnom he became a greater favorite than before. Mahmod of 


B: har, 
Sultan Mahmood dying a fhort time after, was fucceeded by his who dies. 
fon Jellal Chan, a minor. The young prince’s mother, Suitana 
Dudu, acted as regent, and conferred the principal offices in the go- 


vernment upon Shere Chan. The fuitana dying foon after, the ad- send Kers 
miniítration fell wholly into his hands. goveriient 


Muchdum Allum, the governor of Hadgecpoor, on the part of 
Sultan Mahmood, of Bengal, being guilty of fome mifdemeanor, 
threw himfelf under Shere Chan’s protection. Sultan Mahmood, to 
revenge this infult, ordered Cuttub Chan, governor of Mongier, 
with a great force, againft Behar. As the forces of Behar were in- 
confiderable, in comparifon of thofe of Bengal, Shere Chan made 
many overtures for accommodating differences, but to no effect. 
Finding no arguments could prevail but the fword, he refolved to 
ftand the unequal encounter, in which his fuperior fkill and bravery 
acquired him a complete victory. Cuttub Chan was flain, and al] Overthrows 
his treafure, elephants, and camp equipage taken, which greatly maa - 
advanced the defigns of Shere Chan. 


After this victory, the Patan tribe of Lohani, envying the fortune z plotagninh 
of Shere, formed a confpiracy, to take away his life. Shere difcovered 
the plot, taxed Jellal Chan with it, who was privy to the confpiracy, 
being very jealous of the great influence of his minifter. He told, 
on this occafion, to the young prince, that there was no neceflity of 
taking fuch a bafe method of getting quit of him, for that if he thould 
but once fignify his inclination, Shere was ready to refign that go- He offers to 


vernment, which he lately fo fuccefsfully protected. The prince, rena 
either 
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“2+ 1542. cither fufpe&ting his fincerity, or being equally fufpicious of the other 

Pic: O49 x i i ' ; 
omrahs, would, by no means, confent to his refignaticn. This fo 
much difgufted the conf{pirators, that they took every poiliole mea- 
fure to make a breach between the prince and his minitfter. 


Shere, finding that he had no fecurity, but in maintaining his 
power, by the unlimited ule he made of it, juftly excited the prince’s 
jealouly to fuch a pitch, that, one night, accompanied by his omrahs, 
a ae he fled to Sultan Mahmood, of Bengal, and implored his aid to expe] 

Shere Chan, who had ufurped his throne. 


Shere obliges 
his matter, 


suai ge vd Sultan Mahmood, joining his compafiion for the young prince, to 
him with an his perfonal hatred for Shere, fent Ibrahim Chan, the fon of Cuttub 
iii Chan, with a confiderable army againft the ufurper. The Bengalians 
befieged Shere in a mud fort, for along time, without fuccefS; fo 
that Ibrahim was obliged to fend home for fuccours. Shere Chan, 
being informed of this circumftance, came out, offered battle, and, 
by means of a common {tratagem, ordering his troops to fly at the 
which is firft onfet, to draw the enemy into an ambufh, defeated them, and 


by Shere. took all their guns and elephants. Ibrahim Chan was flain in the 
action, and the young prince fled in great diftrefs to Bengal. 






All Behar Shere, by this victory, became lord of all Behar, and grew daily 
ebmits to more and more formidable. Taje Chan was, at this time, governor 


of the {trong fort of Chinar, which he had held for himfelf ever fince 
the death of Sultan Ibrahim Lodi. His wife Lade Mallecke, who 
was barren, yet for whom he had a very great affection, being envied 
by his other wives, by whom he had children, they inftigated their 
fons to make away with her. But one of the fons, who had under- 
taken the murder, miffed his blow, and only inflicted a flight wound, 
Taje Chan, alarmed by her cries, came to her affiftance, and drew 
his {werd to kill his fon. ‘The fon, feeing no means to efcape, af- 
faulted his father, and flew him. The fons of Taje Chan were yet 

too 
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too young to be entrufted with the government, and Lade Mallecke Itig. e e 
drew the reins into her own hands, by her addrefs among the 

chiefs and zemindars. Shere Chan, informed of thefe tranfactions, 

feta treaty of marriage on foot with Lade Mallecke, which was foon Kade geod 
concluded. Shere feized upon Chinar and the dependant diftricis, nites ae 
which was a great acquifition to his power, there being a confider- Chinár. 


able treafure in the place. 


Much about this time, Sultan Mahmood, the fon of Sultan Se- 
cunder Lodi, having taken protection with Rana Sinka, by his af- 
fiftance, and that of Hafen Chan Mewati, advanced againft Sultan 
Baber, and were defeated, as we have already fecn, at Janveh. 
Sultan Mahmood, flying to Chitor, was from thence invited by the 
omrahs of Lodi, who were gathered together at Patna, and by them 
proclaimed king. He made himfelf foon mafter of all Behar. Shere Sultan Mah- 

"T" mood Lodi 

Chan perceiving that he could not draw the omrahs over from the poffeffes h'm- 
fultan’s intereft, and that he had not fufficient force to oppofe him, PANE 
{ubmitted to his authority, and, by that means, faved a part of Behar, 
which the fultan permitted him to retain. The fultan told him, 
at the fame time, that if he fhould effe@tually affift him in recovering 
Jionpoor from the Moguls, he would return Behar to him; and a 
contract to that effect was drawn up and executed between them. 





Shere Chan, fome time after, obtained leave to return to Sheffaram, Shere Chan 
to levy troops, and Sultan Mahmood marching, with an army, ee i. 
againft the Moguls, fent him orders to join. But as Shere delayed J#8'*- 
for fome time, the fultan, perfuaded by his omrahs that he was 
playing a loofe game, marched his army through his jagier on his 
way to Jionpoor. Shere came out to meet him, had an elegant en- 
tertainment provided for his reception, and then marched with him 
to Jionpoor. The troops of Humaioon evacuated the province upon 
their approach, fo that the Afghans took pofleffion of the country 
as far as Lucknore. 


Humaioon 


160 


A. D. 1542. 
Fliy. 949. 


He hetravs 
Sultan Mah- 
mvod Lodi. 


Refufes to 
give up 
(Chinar to 
Humaioon., 


Propofes 
terms to 
Humaioon, 
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Humaioon lay, at this time, before Callinger, and having heard 
of the progrefs of the Afghans, he marched againft them. Mah- 
mood having, on this occafion, given a fuperior command to Bein 
Baczid, Shere Chan, who thought himfelf ill-ufed, betrayed his 
mafter, and wrote a private letter, the night before the action, to 
Hindoo Beg, one of the Mogul generals, acquainting him, “ That 
‘¢ he efteemed himifelf a fervant of Baber’s family, to whom he owed 
« his advancement, and that he would be the caufe of defeating the 
«« Afghans next day.” He drew off his troops in the action, which 
occafioned Mahmood’s defeat, for which fervice he was greatly fa- 
vored by FHIumaioon. Sultan Mahmood, after this defeat, retreated 
to Patna, retired from the world, and, in the year nine hundred and 
forty nine, died in Orifla. 


Humaioon, after his victory, returned to Agra, and {ent Amir Hindoo 
Beg to Shere Chan, to take poffeflion of the fort of Chinar. Shere 
excufed himfelf, and obliged Hindoo Beg to retreat. Humaioon 
returned immediately with his whole army to befiege Chinar, and, 
having invefted it, he received a letter from Shere Chan, acquaint- 
ing him, “ That he efteemed himfelf one of the fervants of the 
« houfe of Baber, fram whom he frft obtained a government; and 
« that he had expreffed his fidelity, by being the occafion of the 
« late vidiory. That, therefore, if the king would permit him to 
« retain the government of the fort, he was willing to pay him the 
«© proper revenues of the lands which he held, and would fend his 
« fon, Cuttub Chan, with five hundred horfe, to be maintained at 
« his own expence, in the fultan’s fervice.” 


As at this juncture the affairs of Guzerat, by the conqueits of 
Sultan Bahadur, required the king’s prefence, and confidering alio 
the ftrength of Chinar, Humaioon confented to tnefe terms, and, ac- 
cordingly, being joined by Cuttub Chan and Ifey Chan Hajbil, with 
fye hundred horfe, he marched towards Sultan Bahadur. The king, 


however, 
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however, had f{carcely reached Guzerat, when Cuttub Chan deferted 4- a - pen 
with his horfe, and returned to his father. Shere immediately raifed 

what forces he could, and reduced Behar. Not fatisfied with this Shere re- 
fuccefs, he purfued his fortune, and penetrated into the heart of piano 
Bengal, having fought with the omrahs of that country feveral fharp PENN: 
battles, before he could make himfelf mafter of the paffes, which 


were defended a whole month. 


Sultan Mahmood of Bengal fhut himfelf up in Gour, which Shere Believes $ Sul- 
Chan for a long time befieged. One of the zemindars of Behar hav- sb Lodi, 
ing raifed a difturbance, he left Chawais Chan to carry on the fiege, ada 
and returned himfelf to Behar. Provifions becoming at length very 
fcarce in Gour, Sultan Mahmood fled in a boat to Hadjepoor; and 
Shere Chan, having fettled affairs in Behar, returned and purfued 
him. Mahmood being neceffitated to give battle, was defeated, and Overthrows 

ahmood. 
being wounded in the engagement, fled his kingdom, which imme- 


diately fell into the hands of the conqueror. 


Humaioon, returning from his expedition to Guzerat, thought it Humaioon 
neceflary to put a ftop to the rifing power of Shere Chan. He for aa i 
that purpofe turned towards the reduction of Chinâr. Jellal Chan, iii 
who commanded there, left the defence of the place to Ghazi Soor, 
and retired to the hills of Bercundah, from whence he very much 
annoyed the befiegers. The fiege had been carried on fix months, 
when Rumi Chan, who commanded the king’s artillery, by fome 
kind of a floating battery, which he fent down the river clofe to the Takes Chi. 


wall, reduced the place. nar. 


Humaioon left two hundred foldiers in garrifon there, and marched Marches to 
towards Bengal. Sultan Mahmood, who, as we have already ob- a” iii 
ferved, was wounded in the action with Shere Chan, threw himfelf 
under the protećtion of Humaioon. When the king had advanced to 
Gurhi, which is the frontier of Bengal, he found that Shere Chan had 


Vout. II. Y fent 
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yy 1542: fent fellul Chan, Chawafs Chan, and a good detachment, to guard that 
ig. $49 
pais. The king fent Jehangire Kubi Bee, and fome other omrahs, 
to dillciec them; but they were repulfed in fevera] attacks. Being, 
however, fannorted by more troops, and the whole army appearing 
in fight, a fuccefsful affauit was made, and the Moguls beeame maf- 
bt the ters of the pafs. Jellal Chan fled to his father Shere Chan az Gour, 
who, being in no condition to engage fo fuperior a force, cvacucted 
aerate em that capital, carried oif all his we ılth to the mountains of Jarcund, 
are cf and begun to project a fcheme for poflefiing himfelf of Rhotas, that 
he might there lodge his family and wealth in fecurity. 


Sere Chan, To take Rhotas by open force was an impoflible attempt. It was 
by a ftrata- aa è ‘ 
gem, therefore neceflary to devife fome ftratagem, by which fuccefs might 


chm’ gu be hoped. Shere, for this purpofe, fent a meflage to Raja Berkifs, who 

nae, >f wasin pofiefiion of this impregnable fortrefs, and told him, “That as he 
himfelf was going to attempt the recovery of Bengal, he hoped, from 
their former friend{nip, that he would permit him to fend his family 
and treafure into the place, with a few attendants.” The raja at firit 
rejected this requeft, but Shere Chan fent an artful embaffador to the 
raja, a fecond time, with fome handfome prefents, acquainting him, 
“ That it was only for his women and treafure he requeiied the raja’ 
protection: That fhould he be fortunate enough to conquer Bengal, 
he would make proper acknowledgments for the favor on his return ; 
but if he fhould lofe his life in the conteft, he rather chofe that his 
family and wealth fhould fall into his hands, than into thofe of the 


Moguls, his inveterate enemies.” 


The raja, permitting himfelf to be deluded by his avarice, deter- 
mined, when once in poffeffion of the treafure, to keep it, and 
therefore confented to Shere’s requeft. Shere Chan having pro- 
vided covered doolies *, filled them all, except two or three, 
which were to go firt, with armed men and arms. He, at the 


* The fame with fedan chairs. 
fame 
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fame time, filled five hundred money bags with ball, and appointed il 


fome of his beft foldiers to carry them, in the difguife of flaves, 
with fticks in their hands, to help the treafure up the mountain. 
The men, who carried the doolies, were difguifed in the fame man- 
ner. ‘This train accordingly fet out, and the firft and fecond dooly 
being examined at the gate, were found to contain only old women, 
fo further examination was neglected. The raja was, in the mean time, 
bufy in counting the bags, which he now reckoned part of his own 
fortune. When the doolies had reached the houfe which the raja 
had appointed, the wolves rufhed out among the fheep, and begun 
to dye the fold with their blood. The porters ufed their ftaves, till 
they fupplied themfelves with arms from the doolies. They eafily 
maftered the garrifon, who were off their guard, and admitted Shere 
Chan, who was encamped at a {mall diftance. The raja himfelf, 
with a few followers, found means to efcape into the woods, by a 


private paflage behind the fort. 


Thus fell one of the moft impregnable fortrefies in the world into 
the hands of Shere Chan, together with much treafure, which had 
been accumulating there for ages. ‘The merit of the invention of 
this ftratagem is not due to Shere. ‘The fort of Afere, in the De- 
can, was, long before, taken in the fame manner by Nafir Chan 
Faroki, governor of Chandez. 


Rhotas is built upon the level top of a mountain; the only en- 
trance to it is a very narrow road, through a fteep afcent of one 
crore, from the foot of the hill to the gates, which are three in 
number, one above another, defended by guns and rolling-ftones. 
The fquare contents of the fortified table land, on the top of the 
mountain, is more than five crores. In this fpace are contained 
towns, villages, and corn fields, and water is found a few feet from 
the furface. On one fide runs the river Sone, under an immenfe 


precipice, and another river, in the fame manner, paffes clofe to the 
x 2 other 


ig. 949. 


Defcription 
of Rhotas. 
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“Hig. : s pu other fide, and both meeting a little below, form the hill into a tri- 
angular peninfula. There is a very deep valley on the third fide 
full of impervious woods, which fpread all over the mountains, and 
render all acceis that way next to impoffible. 


Shere Chan had now a fecure retreat for his family, and his 
friends began to acquire frefh fpirits by this piece of fuccefs. Hu- 
maioon, in the mean time, fpent three months in luxurious plea- 
fures, at Gour, or Lucknouti. He there received advices that 
Mirza Hindal, his brother, had revolted in Agra and Mewat; that 
he had put Shech Phoul to death, and coined money in his own name. 

HTumaioon | He therefore left Jehangire Kulli Beg, with five thoufand horfe, in 


marches back 


towards Gour, and returned towards Agra. 
Agra. 


By the exceffive rains and bad roads, the king’s cavalry and beafts 
of burthen perifhed in great numbers, on his march, by fatigue and 
want of forage. Shere Chan, who had now raifed a numerous 
army, entrenched himfelf on the banks of the Joffa, in a place by 
which the king muft of neceffity país, and, by treachery, defeated 

nna tl him with great flaughter, in the manner which we have already re- 
ta lated. Shere did not immediately pufh forward to the capital. 
Anxious to leave no enemy behind him, he returned to Bengal, en- 
gaged Jehangire Kulli Beg in feveral battles, defeated him, and, at 


length, cut him and his army to pieces. 


SEC TION III 
The hiftory of the reign of Sere SHaw, the Afghan. 


Shere Shaw S" ERE SHAW, immediately after the reduction of Bengal, 
een Ae aflumed the imperial title, {truck the coin, and read the chutba, in 
le. his own name. He marched, the next year, with a great army, to- 

wards Agra. ‘The unfortunate Humaioon was, by this time, deferted 


by 
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by his brother Mirza Camiran, and hated by his Mogul omrahs, on “Hig, 1542 


account of his attention to his Turkuman mercenaries. He, how- 
ever, croffed the river with one hundred thoufand horfe, and met Shere 
Chan, who had but fifty thoufand. Shere, as we have already men- 
tioned, defeated Humaioon, and purfued him to Agra, Lahore, and 
Chofhab; from which place the king retreated towards Sind. 


Ifmaiel Chan, Ghazi Chan, Fatti Chan, and Billoche Dudai, 
all omrahs of that country, joined Shere Shaw. ‘The fultan, obferv- 
ing a hill, among the mountains of Balnat, proper for a fortrefs, or- 


7er i 


dered one to be built, which he named Rhotas. Chawafs Chan, his Makes Cha- 


as Chan 


faithful flave, to whofe bravery and conduct he owned himfelf greatly captade gene- 


] 
indebted for his fortune, was now made Amir ul Omrah, with a`? 


penfion of a tenth of the royal revenue. 


Having left the Amir ul Omrah, and Hybut Chan Neazi, witha 
great army, in the north weft, Shere Shaw returned towards A ora. 
He was in that city informed, that Chizer Chan Sirik, whom he 
left {uba of Bengal, had married the daughter of Mahmood, the for- 
mer fultan of that province, and held the ftate of a fovereign prince. 
Having experienced, in his own fortune, the danger of permitting 
fuch behavior to go unpunifhed, he marched immediately to Bengal. 
Chizer Chan being unexpectedly furprized, fubmitted without trouble, o: 
and was imprifoned. Shere Shaw very prudently divided the kingdom 
of Bengal among a number of omrahs, independent of one another, 
and appointed Kafi Fazilit, a native of Kurrah, famous for his learn- 


ing and policy, to fuperintend the whole. He himéfelf, after thee 
tranfacticns, retired to Agra. 


In the year nine hundred and forty nine, Shere made a motion ta- 
wards Malava. Having advanced as far as Gualier, Suja Chan Af- 
ghan, who had before invefted the place, on the part of Shere Shaw, 
found means to fettle matters with Abul CaGm Beg, governor of 


Gualier 


Reduces the 
fub a of. j> SCE- 
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Gualier for Humaioon, and he delivered up that {trong fortrefs into 
his hands. 


Shere Shaw having entered Malava, Mullu Chan, governor of that 
province, fubmitted without a blow. Being, however, a few days 
after, alarmed by fomething, he fled from the king’s camp, and 
Hadjee Chan was appointed to that government ; Suja Chan had alfo 
a jagier conferred upon him ın that country. Shere Shaw having 
marched from thence to Rintimpore, Mullee Chan fell upon the go- 
vernor of Malava, and upon Suja Chan, but he was defeated. Suja 
Chan having acquired all the honor of the victory, Hadjee Chan was 
fuperfeded and recalled, and the government conferred upon Suja. 


Shere Shaw arriving before Rintimpore, had the addrefs to get 
poffeffion of that important fortrefs, from the governor, on the part 
of Sultan Mahmood Lodi, who had ftill kept it. The emperor, 
after taking Rintimpore, returned to Agra. He remained in that city 
a whole year, fettling the internal police of the empire, and regulating 
his army. He, in the mean time, ordered Hybut Chan to wreft 
Moultan from the Bellochies. This Hybut foon effected by defeating 
Fatti Chan Bellochi, and entirely fubduing that country. He had, on ac- 
count of this exploit, the title of Azim Humaioon conferred upon him. 


In the year nine hundred and hfty, Paran Mull, the fon of Raja 
Suckdeo Parbia, having conquered fome neighbouring pergunnahs, 
kept no lefs than two thoufand concubines and dancing girls in his 
zinnana. The king, refenting this indignity, marched and inveited 
him in the fort of Raifein. ‘The fiege being protracted for a long 
time, Paran Mull began to treat of a capitulation. This was granted 
to him upon the honorable terms of marching out, with all his 
arms, treafure, family, garrifon, and effects. Paran accordingly 
marched out with four thoufand rajaputs, and, trufting to the faith 


which had been pledged, encamped at a {mall diftance. 
But 
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But Shere Shaw, who never kept the faith of treaties, was eafily “Hie. p 


perfuaded, by his bafe minifters, particularly by Amir Ruff ul Dien ome a 
Suftvi, infamoufly to violate his honor. He furrounded the rajaputs, 
and ordered them all to be maflacred. He, however, paid very dear 
for this horrid piece of cruelty and treachery. ‘The rajaputs, placing 
death in one eye and revenge in the other, fought till every man of 
them was laid dead on the plain, and above double their number 


of the affaflins. 


Shere Shaw, after this infamous tranfaction, returned to Agra. 
Having remained there a few months, to refrefh and recruit his army, 
he marched towards Marwar. During his march he intrenched him- HA pee al 
felf every night, as well for fecurity, as to exercife his troops, and war, 
make them expert in this neceffary fervice. When he came to crofs 
the fands, he formed redoubts all round him with gabions. In this 
manner he entered the country of the raja of Nagor and Todpoor, 
whofe name was Maldeo, and efteemed the moft powerful raja in 
Hindoftan. He oppofed the king, with fifty thoufand rajaputs, and 
both armies lay thirty days in fight of one another. 


Shere Shaw would now have been glad toretreat quietly. But the dan- 
ger was too great, at the fame time the enemy was fo advantageoufly 
pofted as to render an attack too hazardous. In the midftof this alarm- 
ing fituation, a fucce(fsful {tratagem fuggetted itfelfto the king. Raja and, by a 
Maldeo having conquered that country, to which he had no right by dioaives Oke 
inheritance, Shere Shaw forged a letter, in the Hindoo language and aoe 
character, in the name of the raja’s generals, addrefled to himéelf, 
fetting forth, ** That, being conquered by the raja, they had, through 
neceflity, ferved him till then with fidelity; but that they were, in 
fecret, very weary of his yoke. That if he would therefore, reinftate 
them in their former poffeflions, they were willing to make him a 
due acknowledgement for the favor.” On this letter Shere fuper- 
fcribed, as ufual, in Perfian, That they fhould fear nothing, defiring 


them 
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fiis p them to perfevere in their intentions, and that they might reft affured, 
P ai . . 
that he would comply with their demand. 


This letter was purpofely thrown into the way of the raja, who, 
being always in dread of his omrahs, was eafily deceived. He there- 
fore declined the battle, which he intended to give that day. He 
was even more and more confirmed in his unjuft fufpicion, by 
the eagernefs which they exprefiled to engage. Upon the fourth day 
he ordered a retreat; but Cunia, one of his principal omrahs, having 
found out in what manner the raja had been deceived by thefe forge- 
ries, endeavoured to perfuade him of his miftake. Having found 

cofal of a'Re- that the raja’s fufpicions could not be removed, he told him, That 

japut omrah. the fufpected treachery was unprecedented among true Rajaputs, and 
that he was determined to wipe off the {tain which the raja had 
thrown upon their reputation, by his own blood, or the conqueft of 
Shere Shaw, with his own tribe. 


Hermane = T he raja continued to retreat, but the gallant Cunia, with a few 
tribe, andat- Other chiefs, and ten or twelve thoufand men, turned back, with an 
tacks Shere. ntent to furprize Shere Shaw’s camp. They, however, by fome 
miftake, loft their way, and it was fair day light before they faw the 
enemy. Shere Shaw immediately formed, and came out againft them. 
Though the king’s army, by the {malleft computation, confifted of 
eighty thoufand fighting men, this handful of brave Rajaputs repulfed 
them repeatedly, and would have certainly defeated them, if Jellal 
Chan Selwani had not at that inftant arrived with a frefh reinforce- 
tad sane a ment, to join the imperial army. Shere falling upon the Rajaputs 
the rajaputs With renewed vigor, broke them ; and the brave Cunia, with almoft 


are cut to . ° 
pieces. his whole army, were cut to pieces. 


Shere Shaw, finding himfelf in poffeffion of a victory of which he 
Remarkable hadat one time defpaired, exclaimed, « That, fora handful of barley, 
Shere Shaw. «e he had almoft given the Empire of Hindoftan to the wind.” This 


grain, 
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grain, it fcems, was all the fcanty produce of that fandy country, A: D. 1545. 
i ; ; . Hig. 952. 

for which the inhabitants fought with fo much obftinacy. Raja 

Malaco having heard of this action, and the lofs of fo many brave 

men, fell into deep affliction; and being, for his pufillanimity, de- 

ferted by the gicateft part of his army, he retreated among the 

mountains of Sodpoor. 


Shere Shaw, after this bloody victory, turned his army towards He takes 
the fort of Cnitor, which was furrendered to him by capitulation. es 
He then directed his mirch to Rintimpore, and gave that country 
in jagier to his fon Adil Chan, who fixed his refidence there. ‘The 
fultan, in perfon, moved towards Callinger, which is efteemed one pans dowa 
of the ftrongeft forts in Hindoftan. The raja of Callinger, on ac- linger; 
count of the king’s treacherous behavior to Paran Mull, wouid make 
no fubmiffion, but prepared himielf for hoftilities. Shere Shaw, are the 
having drawn a line of circumvallation, begun to carry on his ap- 
proaches to the place; he raifed mounds of earth for his artillery, 
and funk mines under the rock. The royal batteries were now ad- 
vanced very near the walls, breaches were made, and a general affaule 
ordered, when a live fhell, which had been thrown againft the fort 
by the imperialifts, rebounded back into the battery in which the 
king ftood. The fhell burft in the midft of a quantity of powder, 
which had not been properly fecured. Several gunners were blown The king 
up; the king, Shech Chalile, Mulla Nizam Danifhmund, and Diria per5: 9Y oo 
Chan Serwani, were burnt in fo terrible a manner, that they were of powder i 
carried for dead to their tents. 


In this dreadful condition the king began to breathe, in great 
agonies; he, however, encouraged the continuance of the attack, 
and gave orders, till in the evening news was brought him of 
the reduction of the place. Fie then cried out, ‘* Thanks to 
“the Almighty God,” and expired. The death of Shere Shaw gye dies. 
happened on the twelfth of Ribbi ul Awil, in the year nine hundred 

Vou. II. L and 
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a 1545: and fifty two. He fpent fifteen years in a military life before he 
g- 952. ; 
mounted the throne; and he fat upon the mufnud five years, as em- 


peror of Hindoitan. 


rhe charac- ‘The character of Shere Shaw is almoft equally divided between 

i virtue and vice. Public juftice prevailed in the kingdom, while 
private acts of treachery difhonored the hands of the king. He 
feemed to have made breach of faith a royal property, which he 
would by no means permit his fubjects to fhare with him. We 
ought, perhaps, to afcribe this vice to the ambition of Shere. Had 
he been born to the mufnud, he might have been juft, as he was 
valiant and politic in war: Had he confined his mind to his jagier. 
he might merit the character of a virtuous omrah; but his great 
foul made him look up to the throne, and he cared not by what 
{teps he was to afcend. 


His magnifi- Shere Shaw left many monuments of his magnificence behind 

an him. From Bengal and Sennargaum, to the Sind, or Nilab, 
which is fifteen hundred crores *, he built caravanferais at every 
{tage, and dug a well at the end of every crore. Befides, he raifed 
many magnificent mofques for the worfhip of God on the highway, 
wherein he appointed readers of the Koran and Imams. He or- 
dered that at every ferai, all travellers, without diftin€tion of country 
or religion, fhould be entertained, according to their quality, at the 
public expence. He, at the fame time, planted rows of fruit trees 
along the roads, to preferve travellers from the fcorching heat of the 
fun, as well as to gratify their tafte. 


Was the firt | Horfe-pofts were placed at proper diftances, for forwarding quick 
> yo es intelligence to government, and for the advantage of trade and cor- 
horfe pots. refpondence. This eftablifhment was new in Hindoftan. Such 


was the public fecurity during his reign, that travellers and mer- 


* About three thoufand of our miles. 
chants, 
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chants, throwing down their goods, went without fear to fleep on “Hig, aah 
the highway. 


It is faid that Shere Shaw being told that his beard grew white, 
replied, It was true that he had obtained the empire towards the 
evening. He divided his time into four equal parts: One he ap- His attention 
: E as i i to bufinefs. 
propriated to public juftice, one to the regulations of his army, one 
to woríhip, and the remainder to reft and recreation. He was bu- 
ried at Seflaram, in a magnificent fepulchre which he had built in 


the middle of a great tank, or refervoir of water. 





S EC TION IV. 


The reign of SeLiM Suaw, the Son of Suer: SHAW. 


HEN Shere Shaw was numbered with the dead, his eldeft 
fon, Adil Chan, whom he appointed his fuccefor, was at 
Kintimpore, and his younger fon, Jellal, in the viliage of Rewin, 
near Phetah. The omrahs, who favored Jellal more than his brother, 
then at fo great a diftance, pretended the neceffity of filling the throne 





as foon as poflible. They, for that purpofe, difpatched expreffes to 

Jellal Chan, who arrived in five days in the camp. Jeilal, by the in- Jellal Chan 
fluence of Ifah Chan Hugab, and his party, mounted the throne, in hose be 
the fortrefs of Callinger, upon the {eventeenth of Ribbi ul Awil, in iy elegy 
the year nine hundred and fitty two, and affumed the title of | 
Iflam Shaw, which, by falfe pronunciation, was turned to that of 


Selim Shaw, by which name he is more generally known, 


Selim Shaw, having taken upon him the imperial dignity, wrote tO re writes to 
his elder brother, in the following words: « Adil being at fo great "Ss brother, 
“a diftance, and I fo near, to prevent difturbance, I took upon me 
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“Wig. a “ the command of the army till his return. But my intentions are 
« only to forward my brother’s intereft, and to fupport his authority.” 


Jellal, after writing this letter, marched from Callinger towards 

Agra, and at Kurrah was met by Chawafs Chan, who renewed the 

He is placed ceremonies of royalty, and placed Selim Shaw a fecond time on the 
a {fecond time ‘ r , 

upon the throne, holding a magnificent feftival upon that occafion. From 

mufnud.  Kurrah, Selim Shaw wrote another letter to his brother, begging in 


the moft affectionate terms, that he would come and fee him. 


His brothers Adil Chan wrote to the omrahs of Selim Shaw, particularly to 

anes Cuttub Chan Naib, Ifah Chan Neazi, Chawafs Chan, and Jellal Chan 
Selwani, to know to what purpofe he was invited, and what he was 
to hope from them. He, at the fame time, returned to his brother 
for anfwer, ‘* That, if he would fend thefe four omrahs to him, with 
«proper affurances, he would come.” Selim Shaw fent accordingly the 
four omrahs to Adil Shaw, to affure him, in the moft folemn manner, 
that he would permit him, if he pleafed, to depart after the firft in- 
terview: But that, as the omrahs had invefted him with the imperial 
power, he could not be fo ungrateful as to defert them. However, 
to make fome compenfation to Adil, for the empire, he was deter- 
mined to give him his choice of any of the provinces in free jagier. 


Adil Shaw, upon thefe affurances, proceeded to Agra. When he 
had reached the village of Sikri *, Selim Shaw was out on a 
hunting party, near that place, and appointed carpets to be fpread 
The inter- for their interview. Here the brothers diffembled the greateft af- 
me ig fection for one another, and after fome difcourfe fet out for Agra. 
Theirdefigns Selim Shaw, who wanted to feize his brother, gave private orders, 
— that only a few of his retinue fhould be admitted into the citadel ; 
but Adil Shaw had alfo given orders to his people to prefs in, at all 

hazards, which they accordingly did, in fpite of all oppofition. 


* Now Fattepoor. 
Selim 
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Selim Shaw faw, that, without running a great rifque, nothing “Hig. se 
could be effected againft his brother, who was fo much upon his Tranfaétions 
guard. He, therefore, had recourfe to flattery and diffimulation. — 
He even proceeded fo far, as to lay hold of Adil’s hand, to place him 
upon the throne. Adil Shaw, who was naturally a timorous and 
indolent man, rejected this propofal, knowing how little he had to 
truft from the omrahs, anda deceitful, ambitious brother. Selim 
Shaw was well aware of all this, before he made this extraordinary 


ofter. 


Juft as Selim expected, fo it fell out; Adil Shaw, intimidated by Adil makes a 
the difturbance which had been made at the gate, made a voluntary ane rae 
refignation of his birthright, and placing Selim Shaw on the throne, “7? we, 
faluted him emperor. This was inftantly followed by all the court, 
who were waiting with impatience the iffue of this extraordinary 
farce. ‘They immediately advanced to the throne in fucceffion, and, 
according to their rank, prefented their nazirs *, while others ex- 
hibited the ceremony of the ifar +, crying out aloud, * We offer 
s“ our lives and fortunes to the king.” 


The ceremonies being ended, Cuttub Chan, and the other omrahs, Adil obtains 
who had paffed their words to Adil Shaw, requefted, that, as he had oo taal ng 


of Biana in 
pitched upon Biana for his jagier, he, according to promife, fhould/*8'*" 
be regularly invefted with that province, and permitted to depart. 
Selim Shaw confented, and all matters being fettled, he gave Adil 


leave to quit Agra, accompanied by Ifah Chan and Chawafs Chan. 


* Offerings made upon public occafions to the emperor. 


+ Ifar, or Teffiduck, is a ceremony ufed upon the acceffion of a prince to the 
throne ; the omrahs running three times round the king, waving an offering of mo- 
ney, in a charger, three times over the monarch’s head. ‘This money is afterwards 
delivered over to the royal almoner, to be diftributcd in charity, as indeed are all 
offerings made to the empcror,. 


Bui 
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A.D. 1545» But after two months, Selim gave to Ghazi Mahli, one of his 

Hig. 952. i : i - 
eunuchs, a pair of golden fetters, to go and bring Adil Shaw prifoner. 
Adil Shaw, having timeous intelligence of this defign againft him, 
fet out for Mewat, where Chawafs Chan then refided. He acquainted 

soma aie, that omrah, with tears, of his brother’s bafenefs. Chawafs Chan, 

a rebellion ia whofe honor was concerned in this affair, was rouzed with com- 

favor of Adil. ; à . 
paflion for the unfortunate prince. He feized upon Ghazi Mahli, 
placed his fetters upon his own legs, and exalted the fpear of rebel- 
lion again{t Selim Shaw. 


The intereft of Chawafs was great among the omrahs. He wrote 

to them private letters, and brought many over to his party. A 

great army was foon raifed, and Chawafs, with Adil Shaw and Ifah 

He marches Chan, marched towards Agra. He, upon his way, received letters 

ci from Cuttub Chan and Jellal Chan, who thought themfelves difm 
honored by the king’s behavior, affuring him of their affiftance. 


Selimingreat When the confederate omrahs arrived before Agra, Selim Shaw, 

perplexity. at this unexpected vifit, was thrown into the utmoft perplexity. He 
called Cuttub Chan and Jellal Chan to his prefence, and reproached 
them for not diffuading him from that impolitic ftep which had 
drawn upon him fuch dangerous confequences. Cuttub Chan re- 
plied, ‘“ That the bufinefs was not yet irremediable ; that he would 
undertake to fettle every thing in an amicable manner.” Selim Shaw 
not fufpecting the fidelity of the two omrahs, immediately defired 
that they fhould go to Adil Shaw, and compromife affairs. 


Propofes to When they were gone, Selim Shaw difcavered to his friends his 
fly toChinar. intentions of flying to Chinar, where the treafure was lodged, and 

there to raife an army to reduce his brother, whom he was not at 
Is difuaded prefent in a condition to oppofe. Ifah Chan Hujab diffluaded him 
ws par Teea from this refolution. He told him, ‘* That he had with him ten 


pone his thoufand Chermalli Patans, who had ferved him before he afcended 
the 
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the throne, whom he could not fufpeét of difaffection, befides many 
other faithful fervants. ‘That therefore, it was the heighth of folly, 
to truft the empire, which God had given him, to the future ca- 
price of fortune, when he had itin his power to defend it inftantly in 
the field. Do not, faid Ifah, throw away the friends whom you 
have acquired in your profperity, with a vain hope to pick up others 
in the feafon of diftrefs. The wifeft courfe for you, continued the 
omrah, is to appear at the head of your troops, and to fix the foot 
of refolution on the field of war. This will fecure your wavering 
troops, and intimidate the enemy.” 


Selim Shaw, encouraged by this bold advice, refolved to ftand his 
ground. He immediately difpatched a meffage to Cuttub Chan, and 
the other omrahs, who had not yet fet out, to accommodate matters 
with Adil, and commanded them to his prefence. He told them, 
That having altered his mind, he was refolved not to truft his faithful 
omrahs in the hands of his enemies. He forthwith ordered his 
troops to their arms, marched out of the city, and formed his army 
on the plain. 


The omrahs, who had promifed to favor Adil Shaw, feeing their 
king in the field, afhamed to betray him, were neceflitated to fight, 
which greatly difconcerted Chawafs Chan, who, every minute, ex- 
pected they would join him. He, however, fought with great bra- 
very, but he was overthrown. 


Adil Shaw, after this unfortunate battle, fled towards Patna, but 
he foon difappeared, and was never heard of afterwards. Chawafs 
Chan and Ifah Chan Neazi, fled to Mewat. Selim Shaw fent an 
army in purfuit of thofe omrahs, but they came off victorious, at 
Firofpoor. ‘The imperial army being foon after reinforced, the rebel 
chiefs were obliged to retreat among the mountains of Cumaoon. 
Selim fent Cuttub Chan in purfuit of them, and he plundercd all 


the 
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the countries lying about the {kirts of the hills, without eftecting any 
thing againft them. 


Selim Shaw, after thefe tranfactions, marched to Chinar. On 
the way, he was informed of the treafonable correfpondence of Jetlal 
Chan with Adil, before the late decifive battle, and ordered him to 
be put to death, together with his brother, whowas concerned in 
the confpiracy. The king having arrived at Chinar, he took out of 
that fortrefS all the treafure, fent it to Gualier, and returned himfelf 
to Agra. 


Cuttub Chan, finding that Selim was no ftranger to the part which 
he had acted in the late difturbances, was afraid to return to court. 
He fled, therefore, to Hybut Chan at Lahore, known by the title of 
Azim Humaioon, and claimed his protection. Selim Shaw {ent or- 
ders to Lahore, that Cuttub fhould be fent to Agra, with which 
Azim Humaioon complied. The unfortunate Cuttub, upon his ar- 
rival, was fent prifoner to Gualier, with many other fufpected per- 
fons, particularly Shebaz Chan Lohani, the king’s brother-in-law, 
whofe eyes were put out. Azim Humaioon and Suja Chan, fuba 
of Malava, were, much about this time, called to court. The firft 
excufed himfelf, and the latter, obeying the fummons, had the ad- 
drefs to clear himfelf of what he was accufed, and fo was reinftated 
in his government. 


The king, after thefe tranfactions, moved towards Rhotas, to 
bring the treafure, which his father had depofited in that place, to 
Agra. Seid Chan, the brother of Azim Humaioon, deferted him on 
the way, and fled to Lahore. The king, from this circumftance, 
concluded that a rebellion was in agitation, which determined him 
to return immediately to Agra. He foon aflembled his forces from 
all quarters, and marched to Delhi, where he ordered the new city 
which Humaioon had built, to be walled in with ftone. At Delhi, 

Suja 
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Suja Chan joined him with the army from Malava. The king re- “Hig. 25 i 


mained only a few days in Delhi to regulate his army, and then took Selim 
tårer: cO 


the rout of Lahore. Lancre. 


Azim Humaioon, Chawafs Chan, and other difaffected chiefs, The rebels 
with double the king’s forces, came out before Selim at Ambatta. ae Regia 
Selim arriving within fight of the rebels, difmounted, and, with a 
few friends, afcended a rifing ground for the purpofe of reconnoitring ; 
when he had for fome time viewed their difpofition, he faid: ‘* lt 
is not confiftent with my honor to have any patience with a rebel- 
lious army;” and, at thefe words, he ordered his line to be formed, 


and to advance againit them. 


It happened very fortunately for the affairs of Selim, that, upcn Difputes 
the preceding night, there had arifen a difpute among the rebel gene- mae disah: 
rals, about the fucceffion to the throne. Chawaís Chan infifted that 
fearch fhould be made for Adil Shaw, and Azim Humaioon frenu- 
oufly affirmed, “ That the empire was no man’s inheritance, but 
fhould always follow the fortune of the fword.” ‘This plainly point- 
ed out his own views. On this head, animofity and faction arofe, 
fo that as foon as the rebels had formed the line, Chawafs Chan re- en 
treated, with all his troops, without ftriking a blow. This circum- 37% are over- 
{tance fo much difcouraged the remaining part of the rebels, that 
their refiftance was faint, and an unexpected victory fell to Selim. 


But, in the midft of this tide of good fortune, the fultan narrowly An attemos 
efcaped with his life, from a daring attempt of Seid Chan, the bro- "P Es aiii 
ther of Azim Humaioon. This gallant omrah, with ten of his 
friends in armor, mixed, without difcovery, with the king's troops, 
and advanced towards him, as if they were about to congratulate him 
upon his victory. An elephant-driver, who ftccd near the king, 
obferved and knew Seid, and ftruck him with his ipere Vet, in 
fpite of all the guards, and the army which ftood round, Seid and 
his party cut their way through, {word in hand, and efcered. 

Vou. II. Aa Tas 
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A. D. 1518 The rebels, who called themfelves the Neazies, being moftly of 

Hig. 9ss- . - - 

He la that family, retreated, after this defeat, to Dincot, near Rop, in the 

fr. @ Trevis ine F: i l 

t> the meun- Mountains, Selim Shaw purfuing them as far as the new fort of Rho- 

ER tas, which his father had built. He, from thence, detached Chaja 
Weis Serwani, with a flrong foice after them, and returned himfelf 


to Agra, and from thence foon aficr proceeded to Gualier. 


Suja Chan going one day up to the fort before the king, one Of- 
man, aperfon whom Suja had deprived of his right hand fome time 
before, had concealed himfelf by the fide of the road, with a defpe- 
rate intention to be revenged upon that omrah. ‘The affafiin rufhed 

He is defert- out upon Suja, and inflicted a wound with his dagger. Suja, with- 
by Suj-Chan, out enquiring into the matter, imagined that the whole was done by 
the inftigation of the king, and therefore fled, with great precipita- 
tion, and made his way towards Malava, with all his forces. The. 
king purfued him. as far as Mundu, but hearing that he had fled to 
Ban{walla, he returned, leaving Ifah Chan Soor, with twenty thou- 
fand horfe, at Ugein, to obferve his motions. ‘This happened in the 


year nine hundred and hfty four. 


Caja Weis Caja Weis having been fome time before left to carry on the war 
eee A again{t the Neazi rebels, engaged them near Dincot, and was de- 
prin feated by Azim Humaioon, who purfued him as far as Sirhind. Se- 

lim Shaw hearing of this defeat, affembled a great army, and dif- 

patched it, under proper generals, againit the rebels. Azim Hu- 
They are, in Maioon was obliged to retreat in his turn to Dincot. ‘The rebels 
their tur, turned upon the imperial army at Simbollo, but were overthrown 


cverthrown. 
with great flaughter. Azim Humaioon’s mother, and all his family, 


were taken prifone rs. 


They throw The Neazi rebels, after this defeat, threw themfelves under the 
Sei oom protection of the Gicxers among the mountains bordering on Cafh- 


ge A f mire. Selim Shaw, finding that he could never reft in peace with- 
out 
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out effectually quafhing this rebellion, marched in perfon towards 4: * Hti 
Punjab, and, for the fpace of two years, carried on a war with the l 
Gickers who fupported the Neazies. 





In this expedition a perfon concealed himfelf in the narrow path, An attempt 
by which the king, one day afcended the mountain of Mannickcot, and fife. — 
rufhed upon him with a drawn fword. Selim, having time to draw, 
faved himfelf, and killed the affafflin, and perceived that his fword 


was one that he himfelf had formerly prefented to Ackbal Chan. 


The Gickers being driven from one place to another, without be- The rebels, 
ing in a condition to face the king, Azim Humaioon, with his fol- ao ian 
lowers, went into Cafhmire ; but the king of that country, fearing C'**® 
Selim Shaw’s refentment, oppofed the rebels, and, having defeated are defeated 
them, fent the heads of Azim Humaioon, Seid Chan, and Shabafs va kine KA 
Chan to the king. Selim being now fecured againft further diftur- VOme. 
bance from that quarter, returned to Delhi. Mirza Camiran, much Mirza Cami- 
about this time, flying from his brother Sultan Humaioon, who was in Sergio 
now on his way from Perfia, took proteétion under Selim Shaw. But “™ 
he was very ill received, and fled to the mountains of Sewalic, 


among the Gickers, 


Selim Shaw, after returning from his expedition, had only remained Selim 
i r ; ` marches 
a few daysat Delhi, when he received advices, that Sultan Humaioon againft Sul- 


had reached the Nilâb. The king was at that inftant drawing blood ie 
by cupping; he immediately ftarted up, iffued orders to march, and 
he himfelf encamped, that evening, three crores without the city. 
He there waited for his artillery, which was dragged by men, till the 
bullocks, which were grazing in the country, could be brought toge- 
ther. The artillery being very heavy, each gun required between 
one and two thoufand men ; yet, in this manner, he marched, with 
great expedition, to Lahore. But, in the mean time, Humaioon re- 
treated, as we fhall have occafion to mention in the fequel. Selim 
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Shaw returned to Deihi, and from thence proceeded to Gualier, where 
he tuck up his refidence. 


Selim taking, one day, the diverfion of the chace, near Atri, a body 
of banditti, who had been fet on by fome of the king’s enemies, lay 
in ambufh, to take his life. But he perceived them time enough to 
avoid the fnare. When they were feized and examined, they im- 
peached Baha ul Dien, Mahmood Mudda, and others, who were 
immediately executed, after which the king became extremely fuf- 
picious, and put many to death upon {mall prefumptions. 


Chawafs Chan, a man juftly renowned for perfonal courage, ftrict 
honor, great abilities in war, and extenfive generofity, being long driven 
about from place to place, came to Taje Chan Kirrani, who had 
owed his preferment to him, and now governed Simbol. ‘The un- 
grateful villain, in violation of his oath, and the laws of hofpitality, 
to ingratiate himfelf with Selim Shaw, bafely affaffinated him. His 
body being carried to Delhi, was there interred. His tomb is fre- 
quented by the devout to this day, they numbering him among 
their faints. 


Not long after this bafe affaffination, in which Selim Shaw was 
concerned, he was feized with a fiftula in ano, by which, in the year 
nine hundred and fixty, he bled to death, having reigned nine years. 
In the fame year, Sultan Mahmood, of Guzerat, and Buran Nizam ul 
Muluck Bheri of the Decan died. Selim poffeffed not the abilities of his 
father, and confequently carried neither his virtues nor his vices to fuch 
extremes. He, in fome meafure, fuited the times in which he lived ; 
and was rather a neceflary than a good prince. A man of an upright 
mind might ftagger in the ftream of corruption, which then prevailed, 
but Selim ftood firm, by meeting the world in its own way. He 
poffeffed perfonal bravery, and was not unfkilful in the field of war. 
Like Shere, he was magnificent, and ftudied the convenience of tra- 

vellers. 
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vellers. From Bengal to the Nilab, he built an intermediate ferai, A. D. 1552. 
‘ 5 ig, GOs. 
etween each of thofe which his father had erected; all who pafled nii 
along the great road being entertained at the public expence. 


In the reign of Selim, Shech Allai, a philofopher of Biana, made a 
great noife in the world, by introducing a new fyftem of religion. 
He called himfelf Emam Mendi, whom we believe will be the laft 
of the prophets, and wiil conquer the world. The impoftor having 
raifed great difturbances in the empire, converted fome thoufands by 
force and perfuafion. After being twice banifhed by Selim, he re- 
turned, and kindled frefh troubles, and was, in the year nine hundred 
and fifty five, {courged to death at Agra, by order of the king. He 
remained firm to his do¢trine in the agonies of death; but his religion 


was not long maintained by his difciples. 


When Selim travelled the road of mortality, his fon, Ferofe Chan, Ferofe 
was, at twelve years of age, raifed to the throne, by the omrahs at paa iii 
Gualier. He had not reigned three days, when Mubariz Chan, the 
fon of Nizam Chan Soor, nephew to the late Emperor Shere, bro- 
ther of Selim Shaw’s wife, and the uncle of Ferofe, afiaffinated the 
young prince. Mubariz affumed the ttle of Mahummud Shaw 
Adil *, to which his infamous treafon had no right, and ufurped the 
empire. He perpetrated this barbarous deed with his own hand, in 
the Mahl. The villain’s own fifter, Bibi Bai, defended, for fome 
time, her fon in her arms, prefenting her body to the dagger. 

In vain did fhe intreat and weep: the wretch was hardened againít y ist: wo 
pity. He tore the young prince from her arms, and, in her pre- 

fence, fevered his head from his body. This was the return which 

he made to the unfortunate Bibi Bai, for faving his life, repeated times, 

when Selim, forefeeing his villainies, would have put him to death. 


* Adil fignifies the ‘Fu/. 
S E C- 
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SEC TION V. 


The reign of Manummup Suaw AopILI. 


A. D. i s 52. A i E infamous Mahummud, having always given himfelf up to 
Bo ol dai pleafure, neglected even the common accomplifhment of read- 
= is illite- ing and writing. He hated men of learning, and kept company with 
Raifes low illiterate fellows like himfelf, whom he raifed to the higheft dignities 
ed sl in the empire, among whom one Himu, a Hindoo Bunnia *, whom 
of the fate. Selim Shaw had raifed to be Cutwal of the Bazar, was now entrufted 


with all the weight of the adminiftration. 


His foolih The king, in the mean time, heedlefs of what paffed, fpent his 

prodigii. time in all the luxurious debaucheries of the Haram. Having heard 
much in praife of fome of the former kings, particularly Ferofe 
Shaw, for their great generofity, he miftook prodigality for that vir- 
tue, and to outdo them all, opened the treafury, and lavifhed it on 
good and bad, without diftinction. When he rode out, he ufed to 
head his arrows with gold, which he fhot among the multitude. 
This foolith extravagance foon made away with the great treafures of 
his predecefiors ; and all his reward from the people was the nick- 
name of Andili; which, in the Hindoo language, fignifies literally 
the Blind, and metaphorically, the Foolith. 





When the low- born Himu found himfelf invefted with the whole 
executive power of the empire, his pride and infolence exceeded all 
airs bounds. This naturally made all the Patan omrahs his enemies. They 
began to confpire for his deftruction, and to revolt from his authority. 
The king became more and more defpicable, every day, in the eyes 


of the people, while all order and government totally declined. 


* A fhopkceeper. 





Mahummud 
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Mahummud Adil giving, one day, public audience, and diftribu- f M igg. 


ig. 960. 
ting jagiers among his omrahs, he ordered the province of Kinnoge Tranfaétions 


in the pre- 
to be taken from Shaw Mahummud Firmalli, and given to Sermuft fence cham- 
Chan Sirbunna. Secunder Chan, the fon of Firmalli, a brave nez 
young man, being prefent, faid aloud to the emperor, “ Is my 
‘‘ fortune, then, to be conferred on a feller of dogs?” The young 
man’s father, who was alfo prefent, endeavored to check the im- 
petuofity of his fon; but he only inflamed his paffion the more: 
He charged the king, in plain terms, with a bafe defign to extir- 


pate his family. 


Sermuft Chan, who was a man of uncommon ftrength and fta- The rathaeh 
ture, feeing this behavior to the king, and being alfo perfonally af- of ‘Secunder 
fronted, feized Secunder Chan by the breaft; Secunder drew ao 
dagger, and killed him on the fpot. He then flew at all thofe who 
endeavored to oppofe him, killed feveral chiefs, and wounded many 
more. He then made direétly for the king, who leapt from the 
throne, and ran into the Mahl; Secunder Chan purfuing him, had 
the door ftruck in his face, which {topped his courfe, till the king 


drew the bolt, and fecured himfelf. 


The defperate youth, finding himfelf difappointed in his defign He e falls upon 
upon the fultan, refolved to revenge himfelf upon his bafe minions, aiani, 7 
and running back into the audience chamber, dealt death to all who 
oppofed him. In the mean time, Ibrahim Chan Soor, the king’s 
brother-in-law, attacked Secunder with fome of his people, and cut 
him to pieces. Dowlat Chan Lohani killed, at the fame time, the ņ, E 
good old man, Shaw Mahummud, who could not have been blamed 


for his fon’s rafhnefs. 


The unfortunate Firmalli having met Taje Chan Kerrani, as he Taje Chan 
was going that day to the prefence chamber, he afked that omrah fhais 
whither he was going; to which the other replied, «« That affairs had 

taken 
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A. tite, sà #553: taken fuch an extraordinary turn, at court, that he was determined 
to pufh his own fortune, and would be glad that Firmalli would 
partake it with him.” Firmalli anfwered, ‘‘ That he afpired to no 
fortune but what he pofieffed by favor of the king, for which 
he was going to pay his compliments ; but fuch as we have feen was 





his reward.” 


Taje Chan, as foon as he got out of the fort, took the way of 

Bengal, with all his dependants. ‘Troops were difpatched to pur- 

fue him; they came up with him at Chuppera Mow, about forty 

crores from Agra, where he fought them, and made good his retreat 

Seizes apon to Chinâr. He, in his progrefs, feized the public money, and other 
ae effects belonging to the crown; and diftributed one hundred ele- 
phants among his brothers, Amad, Soliman, Elias, and other rela- 

tions, who had poffeflions in the province of Budgpoor. By their 

afliftance he raifed a formidable army, which obliged the king to 


Is over- take the field, and march towards Chinar. The infurgents meeting 


atiii him upon the banks of the Ganges, above Chinâr, they were de- 
feated and difperfed. 
The king The king, becoming jealous of the popularity of Ibrahim Chan 


— Soor, gave private orders to feize him; but his wife, who was fitter 
fone : popu- to the king, having heard of this defign in the Mahl, told her huf- 
band of it. He fled from Chinâr to his father, Ghazi Chan, fuba 
of Hindown Biana, and was purfued by Ifah Chan Neazi, who 
coming up with him at Calpee, an engagement enfued, in which 


Ifah Chan was defeated, and driven back from further purfuit. 


Ibrahim Chan, foon after, raifed a great army, and poffeffed him- 
who mounts {Elf of the city of Delhi, where he mounted the throne, affumed 
na Oaa at the enfigns of royalty, marched to Agra, and reduced the circum- 


jacent provinces. 
Adil 
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Adil Shaw marched from Chinâr to fupprefs this ufurpation, and, Me D. 1552 


Hig. 9 
on the way, received an embafiy from Ibrahim Chan, promifing Adil Shaw 
aqgavances 


135 


61. 


that if he would fend Huffein Chan, Par Chan Serwani, Azim Hau- againf him. 


maioon, and other omrahs, with affurances of forgivenefs, he would 
fubmit. The king was weak enough to comply with his requett. 
The omrahs went; and Ibrahim Chan, by prefents, promifes, an 


and 
Ts deferted by 


courteous behavior, foon drew them over to his own intereft. Adil his omrabs. 


Shaw, finding himfelf in no condition to oppofe fo {trong a confede- 
racy, fled towards Chinar, and contented himfelf with the eaftern 
provinces. Ibrahim immediately erected the {pear of empire in the 
weft, by the title of Sultan Ibrahim. 





SECTION VI. 


The reign of SULTAN IBRAHIM. 


etme IBRAHIM had no fooner mounted the throne, than : 
another competitor ftarted up in Punjab. His name was Ah- 
med Chan Soor, nephew to Shere Shaw, and alfo brother-in-law to 
Adil Shaw. Ahmed having attached Hybut Chan, Nifib Chan, 
‘Tatar Chan, and other omrahs of Selim Shaw, to his intereft, af- 
fumed the title of Secunder Shaw, and marching with ten or twelve 
thoufand horfe towards Agra, encamped at Firrah, within two crores 
of that city. Sultan Ibrahim, with feventy thoufand horfe, came 
out to meet him, having, in this army, two hundred omrahs who 
pitched velvet tents, and poffeffed the dignities of the fpear, drum, 
and colours. 


Secunder, feeing this formidable army, began to repent of his 
invafion, and made overtures of peace. The only condition he 
afked, was the government of Punjab. But Sultan Ibrahim, puffed 
up with the pride of his own fuperiority, would grant him no terms, 

Vor. II, B b and 


A competitor 
in Punjaab 


affumes the 
title af Se- 
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and therefore both armies drew up and engaged. Secunder Shaw 
committed all the enfigns of royalty to one of his omrahs, and, with 
a choice body of horfe, took poft among fome trees, where he could 
not be difcovered. Sultan Ibrahim, upon the firft charge, broke 
through the army of Secunder; his troops quitted their ranks, and 
were intent upon nothing but plunder ; when Secunder Shaw, rufh- 
ing out upon them, ftruck a panic into the whole army; they im- 
mediately took to flight, and were purfued by thofe whom they had 
fo ealily difcomfited before. 


Sultan Ibrahim, after this defeat, abandoned his capital, and re- 
treated to Simbol. Secunder Shaw took pofleffion both of Agra and 
Delhi; but he had not long enjoyed his fortune, when he was oh- 
liged to march to Punjab, to oppofe Humaioon; for that monarch, 
having returned from a long exile, was now advancing to recover his 
dominions. 


During the abfence of Secunder, Sultan Ibrahim marched towards 
Calpee; and, at the fame time, Adil Shaw difpatched Himu, his 
vizier, with a formidable army, well appointed in cavalry, elephants, 
and artillery, from Chinar, with a view to recover his empire. 
Himu engaged Ibrahim at Calpee, and gave him a fignal defeat. 
Ibrahim, flying to his father at Biana, was purfued by Himu, who 
befieged him in that city, for three months. 


In the mean time, Mahummud Chan Gori, fuba of Bengal, 
rebelled, and led an army againft Adil Shaw. This circumftance 
obliged that prince to recall Himu from the fiege of Biana; and 
Ibrahim, emboldened by the retreat of the enemy, purfued them, 
and coming up with Himu at Mindakir, near Agra, gave him battle; 
but he was again defeated, and obliged to fly back to his father, at 
Biana. ‘The reftlefs fpirit of Ibrahim could not, however, be {till - 
Hie marched towards Bhetah, and engaging Raja Ram Churid, of 

that 
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that country, was defeated and taken prifoner. He was ufed with “: Hig, r554 
the utmoft refpect, till the Patans of Miani obtained him from the 
raja, and appointed him their chief. Under him they commenced 
a war againít Bage Bahadar, fuba of Malava; but the bad fortune 
of Ibrahim ftill purfued him, he was beat, and fled to Oriffa. That 
province being conquered in the year nine hundred and feventy five, by 
Solimân Kerrani, the unfortunate Ibrahim was taken and put to death. 


To return from this digreffion; when Himu joined Adil Shaw at 
Chinar, he received advices that Humaioon had defeated Secunder 
Shaw, and poffeffed himfelf of Delhi and Agra. Himu, however, 
marched againft Mahummud Chan, fuba of Bengal, who gave him 
the flip, by croffing the hills near Rhotas, and entering the country 
of Bandelcund. He was purfued thither by Himu: The two ar- at fom ian 


mies came to action at the village of Chircut, fifteen crores from A of Ben- 
Calpee, and Mahummud Chan was flain. ii 


Adil Shaw, after this victory, inftead of proceeding to Agra, re- 
turned to Chinar, to affemble more troops for carrying on the war 
with Humaioon. But he was foon after informed of that monarch’s 
death; which induced him to fend Himu, with fifty thoufand horfe, 
and five hundred elephants, towards Agra, not daring to leave Chi- oe ma 
nâr himfelf, on account of the violent factions which then fubfifted 
among the Patans. 


Himu arriving before Agra, the Mogul omrahs who were there, Drives the 
Moguls from 


being too weak to oppofe him, fled to Delhi. Himu purfued them Agm, 
thither, and Tirdi Beg, governor of Delhi, giving him battle, was and from 
defeated, and fled to Punjaab, leaving Himu in pofleflion of both the 
imperial cities *. Himu meditated the conqueft of Lahore; but 
Byram Chan, the Turkuman, viceroy for Akbar, fent Chan Zeman, 

a Mogul, with all expedition, towards Delhi. He himfelf followed, 


with the young king. 
* Delhi, and Agra, 


Bb 2 Himu 
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“Hig, th Himu marched out to meet Chan Zeman, drew up on the piains 
cf Panniput, and charging the Moguls with great bravery, threw 
them into diforder. But the Afghans, always more mindful of plun- 

Ts over- der, than of fecuring victory, were again attacked by the Moguls, 

gn put and defeated. Fiimu was furrounded, and taken prifoner, and being, 

to deathe —_ carried before the king, condemned to death. 

bye vdeo After the death cf the unfortunate Himu, whohad certainly great 

elines. abilities, notwithitanding his mean defcent, the fortune of Adil 
Shaw declined apace. In the meantime, Chizer Chan, the fon of 
Mahummud Chan Gori, to revenge the death of his father, raifed 
an army, and affuming the title of Sultan Bahadar, poffeffed himfelf 

gi peg of a great part of the eaftern provinces. He led his army againft 

i.” Adil Shaw, defeated, and flew him. The anarchy and confufions in 
Hindoftan, at this period, rendered it impoflible to continue the dire& 
chain of our hiftory in the order of time. We therefore muft turn 
back to what we have omitted of the hiftory of Secunder Shaw, and 
Humaioon. 





SEC TION VIL 


The reign of SecunpDER Saw Soor, and the fall of the 
Patan Empire. 


S ECUNDER SHAW having afcended the throne of Agra, 
in the year nine hundred and fixty-two, he made a magnificent 
fe{tival, and calling together all his omrahs, fpoke to them to this 
Secunder effect: “ I efteem myfelf as one of you, having thus far acted for 
“+ AEN to ‘f the common weal. I claim no fuperiority. Sultan Beloli raifed 
the omrahs. «e the tribe of Lodi to an uncommon height of glory and reputation ; 
s“ Shere Chan, by unparalleled condué& and refolution, rendered the 
«* tribe of Soor famous to all pofterity ; and now, Humaioon, heir 
“ to his father’s conquefts, is watching for an opportunty to de- 


T {troy 
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e ftroy us all. If, therefore, you fincerely affe&t my government, “Hig. a 
s and will throw afide private faction and animofities, our kingdom 
‘ will be adorned with all the flowers of profperity. But if you 
s‘ fhould think me incapable of that great charge, let an abler head, 
“« and a {tronger arm, be elected from among you, that I alfo may 
‘* {wear allegiance to him; that with my life and fortune I may fup- 
“ port him, and endeavor to keep the Empire of Hindoftan in the 
s hands of the Afghans, who have ruled it for fo many ages by their 


e valor.” 


The omrahs, after hearing this fpeech, anfwered with one accord, They ele& 

him king. 
« We unanimoufly elect you, the nephew of Shere Shaw, for our 
‘© lawful fovereign.” Calling then for a Coran, all fwore allegiance 
to the king, and to preferve unanimity among themfelves. How- 
ever, in a few days, they began todifpute about governments, honors, 
and places. The flames of enmity were kindled higher than ever, 
and every one reproached his fellow with perfidy, of which he him- 
felf was equally guilty. 


Humaioon, in the mean time, marched towards Punjab. ‘Tatar He is repeat- 
Chan fled from the new fort of Khotas, to Delhi, and the Moguls rai eg ig 
fubdued all the country as far as Lahore. Secunder Shaw, upon re- 8° 
ceiving thefe advices, fent forty thoufand horfe, under the command 
of Tatar Chan and Hybut Chan, toexpelthe Moguls. But this ar- 
my was defeated, loft all their elephants and baggage, never draw- 
ing bridle, till they arrived at Delhi. Secunder Shaw, though 
fenfible of the difaffection and factious ftate of his army, marched 
with eighty thoufand horfe towards Punjab, and engaging Byram 
Chan, the Turkuman, the tutor of prince Akbar, near Sirhind, was 
defeated, and fled towards the mountains of Sewalic. The empire of 
Hindoftan, with this victory, fell again into the hands of the houfe of 
Baber, and flourifhed ; while, in the mean time, Sultan Adil died in 
Bengal. 

SECTION 
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SEC TION VIII 


The tranfactions of Humatoon, from his arrival in Perfia, 
to his return to Hindoftan. 


E have already feen that Humaioon, having arrived at Kizvi 
in Iran, difpatched Byram Chan to the Perfian monarch at 
I{pahan. That omrah accordingly waited upon Shaw Tamafp at Nilack 
Kidar, between Abher and Sultania, and received an anfwer which 
teftified the king’s great defire to have an interview with Humaioon. 
The unfortunate fultan accepted, with joy, of the invitation, and in 
the month of Jemmad ul Awil, in the year nine hundred and fifty 
one, had a conference with Shaw Tamafp, the fon of Shaw Ifmaiel 
Suffvi, and was royally entertained. 


The king of Iran, one day, in converfation, afked Humaioon, By 
what means his weak enemy became fo powerful? Humaioon re- 
plied, «‘ By the enmity of my brothers.” ‘The Perfian then told him, 
«© The political manner of treating brothers is not fuch as they re- 
ceived from you.” And being, at that time, at table, as foon as Shaw 
Tamafp was done eating, Byram Mirza, his brother, who attended 
him, as a fervant, came with the bafon and ewer for him to wath *. 
When this was done, Tamafp turned to Humaioon, and refuming 
the difcoufe, faid, ‘4 In this manner you ought to have treated your 
« brothers.” Humaioon, out of compliment to the king, feemed to 
affent to what he faid; which fo much offended Byram Mirza, the 
king’s brother, that he neyer after could forgive him, while he re- 
fided at court. He took every opportunity to calumniate Humaioon 
to the king, and was ever harping in his ears, how much againft the 
interef{t of Perfia it was, that a prince of the line of Timur fhould fit 


* To attend the fovereign in any menial office about his perfon, is the greateft honor 
that can te conferred upon a fubje& in the Eaft. 


upon 
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upon the throne of Hindoftan. This maxim Byram Mirza took care nean 1544- 


to inculcate upon all who had the king’s confidence. This circum- 
{tance greatly retarded the affairs of Humaioon, and, at length, 
wrought fo vifibly upon the king’s difpofition, that the unfortunate 
fugitive began to fear death or imprifonment. 


In the mean time, Sultanum Begum, the king’s fifter, and Cuf 


ip. 95i» 


The king’s 
ülter and 


Jehan of Kizvi, the high chancellor, in conjunction with Hakim pete omrahs 


avor the 


Noor ul Dien, one of the king’s privy caunfellors, taking compaffion caufe of 


upon Humaioon’s diftrefied fituation, joined their interefts to work a 
reconciliation, and to reinftate him in the favor of the king. The wit 
of Sultanum Begum had a great effect upon this occafion. She, one 
day, produced a ftanza of verfes to the king, of her own compofition, 
in the name of Humaioon, extolling his devotion and happy turn of 
expreffion in the praife of Ali. This greatly pleafed Tamafp, zealous for 
the fect of the Shiahs, who differ from the Sinnites, the fe&t whofe tenets 
Humaioon followed. The Shiahs hold Alito be the only affiftant of 
Mahommed in his apoftolic function, but the Sinnites believe in four, 
adding Ofman, Omar, and Abubecker to Ali. 


The king, in fhort, told his fifter, That if Humaioon fhould be- 
come a Shiah, and enforce that doctrine in Hindoftan, he would 
affift him to recover his empire. Sultanum Begum having acquainted 
Humiaioon of thefe particulars, he was not fo much wedded toa fee, 
as to lofe a kingdom for an immaterial difference in a point of religion, 
He accordingly returned for anfwer, *“ That he had always privately 
favored the opinions of the Shiahs, which was partly the occafion of 
the animofity fubfifting between him and his brothers.” 


Shaw Tamafp, foon after, had a private conference with Byram 
Chan, examined him concerning the policy and ftate of Hindoftan ; 
and when he had fatisfied himfelf upon that head, he promifed that 
his fon Murad, who was then but an infant, with his general Biddai 

Chan 
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G2 


A. D. 1545. 

Hig.-952. 
The king 
gives him 
ten thouland 
horse. 


siumaioon 
rakes Gar- 
rimifere. 


Fiumaioon 
roveilts Can- 
dahar. 


she Peisfians 
fcr ten ted. 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


Chan Cadiar, fhould accompany Humaioon, with ten thoufand horfe, 
to chaftife his brothers, and drive them out of Cabul, Candahar, and 
Buduchfhan. Every thing accordingly was, ina fhort time, got in 
readinefs, and Humaioon took leave of the Perfian king. He told 
him, that he had long prepofed to take a tour through Tibrez and 
Ardebiel, to vifit the tomb of Shech Sufh, and then to proceed on 
his expedition. “The king confented to this propofal, and iffued or- 
ders to all governors through whofe territories Humaioon was to pafs, 
to fupply him and his army with all neceflaries, and treat him in a 
manner becoming his dignity. 


Humaioon having vifited and paid his devotions at the fhrine of 
suff, marched with the young prince Murad, towards Candahar. 
He invefted the fort of Garrimfere, took it, and read the chutba in 
his own name. Mirza Afhkari, who commanded et Candahar for 
Camiran, hearing of thefe proceedings, fent the young prince, the 
fon of Humaioon, Mahummud Akbar, to his uncle at Cabul, and 
prepared the fort of Candahar for a fiege. 


Humaicon invefted it upon the feventh of Mohirrim, in the year nine 
hundred and fifty two. The fiege had been carried on for fix months, 
when Humaioon fent Byram Chan with a meflage to Mirza Cami- 
ran, then at Cabul. A tribe of the Patans of Hazara, attacked By- 
ram with great refolution, but they were defeated, and that omrah 
having obtained an audience cf Mirza Camiran, according to his in- 
ftructions made a demand of Candahar, and required a refignation 
of all thofe provinces which he had ufurped from his brother Hu- 
maioon. But it was not to be expected that Mirza Camiran would 
as yet liften to fuch a demand, and fo the ambaffador departed with- 
out effecting any thing. 


The Perfian kiffelbaches * were now beginning to be difcouraged 
by the length of the fiege, and difcontented at being commanded by 
* Soldiers. 


Negus. 
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Moguls. This circumftance might have obliged Humaioon to raife “Hig, i 
the fiege, had he not been joined by Mahummud Sultan Mirza, 

Aligh Beg Mirza, Cufim Huffein Sultan, Mahummud Mirick, Shere 

Aikun Beg, Fufil Beg, and other omrahs, who, difgufted with Mirza 
Camiran, had left his fervice. Some of the befieged deferted alfo, 

and joined the king. Thefe favorable circumftances revived the fink- 

ing {pirits of his army, and equally depreffed thofe of the befieged. ina 
Mirza Afhkari defired to capitulate ; his requeft was granted upon capitulation. 
honorable terms; he gave up the place, and, much afhamed of 


his former behavior, waited upon the king. 


The fort of Candahar, as had been ftipulated with Shaw Tamafp, Put into the 
P à 3 : 5 hands of tbe 
was given to his fon Mirza Murad. ‘The winter having now come Perfians. 
on, the young prince Murad, Biddai Chan, Abul Fatte Sultan Af- 
fhar, and Sufi Willi Sultan Aridmullu, took up their quarters in the 
fort, without admitting the Mogul omrahs. This fo much difgufted 
them, that fome, having no quarters, went off to Cabul, while Mirza 
Athkan, with a view of raifing more difturbance, alfo fled. Athkari, 


however, was purfued, and brought back prifoner. 


Humaioon, finding inaction more dangerous to his affairs than 
war, marched towards Cabul. On the way he heard of the death The ae 3 
r z . = prince ura 
of the young prince Murad, at Candahar, upon which he returned, of Perfia dies 
2 à | n à s | at Candahar. 
with a view to retain that fort as a place of fecurity, till he thould 
make further conquefts. Buddai Chan would not hearken to his 
propofal, which filenced the king, who could not, confittent with 


gratitude, or his own promife, compel him to deliver up the place. 


But the urgency of his affairs foon obliged Humaioon to depart 
from thefe punctilios of honor. He therefore tacitly permitted By- 
ram Chan, Mirza Aligh Beg, and Hadgee Mahummud Chan, to 
take what means they could to render themfelves matters of the 
place. Thefe omrahs, accordingly, fent Hadgee Mahummud Chan, 
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a 


A.D. 545: and a few enterprizing men, difguifed like camel-drivers, among a 


riie. 93 
Humaioon, ftring of camels, which was then bringing provifions into the fort 


an tee They fell upon the guards, and difpatched them, while Byram Chan, 
hee Sanda- and Mirza Aligh Beg, rufhed in with a chofen party of horfe, and 
pofiefied themfelves of the fort. Biddai Chan returned, by the 
king’s permiffion, to Iran, and Byram Chan was appointed to the 


government of Candahar. 


rere The king marched immediately towards Cabul. Mirza Eadgar 
MeawkCnes tO a p = - b 
Cabal, Nafir, the brother of Baber, flying, at this time, from Mirza 


Shaw Houfitin Arghu, to Cabul, in conjunction with Mirza Hindal, 
the king’s brother, joined Humaioon. The king, encampine 
in the environs of Cabul, before the army of his brother, was 
every day joined by fome of Camiran’s troops, who deferted his 
{tandards. Even Kipla Beg, one of Mirza Camiran’s principal om- 
rahs, came over, with all his adherents. ‘This fo much weakened 
Mirza’s army, that he was neceffitated to fhut himfelf up in the city. 
invefts and FYumaioon invefted the place; but as it was only {lightly fortified, 


taxes ihat . z ; š ‘ P 
city, Camiran evacuated it without fighting, and fled to Ghizni. 


The king fent Mirza Hindal in purfuit of his brother, and, on the 
isan he tenth of Ramzan, nine hundred and fifty two, entered Cabul, where 
he found his fon Akbar, then four years old, with his mother Begu- 
ma, and, taking him in his arms, he repeated a verfe to this pur- 
pofe: ** fofeph, by his envious brethren, was caft into a well; but 
s he was exalted by Providence to the fummit of glory.” 


Virza Cami- ‘The gates of Ghizni were fhut againft Mirza Camiran, and he 


ran. beirn s r n 
mut oute Was therefore obliged to take refuge at Dawir, among the Patans of 


ithe ange a Hazara. Being very ill received there, he went to Bicker, to Mirza 
Bicker, Shaw Haffein, who gave him his daughter in marriage, and prepared 


to fupport him. 


Humaioon, 
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Humaioon, having left his fon Akbar under the tuition of Ma- “Hig. 6° 1545: 


hummud Ali Tiggai, in Cabul, marched in perfon, in the year nine Humaioon 
hundred and fifty three, to reduce Buduchfhan. Mirza Eadgar Na- againft 

udu an, 
fir having attempted to ftir up a fedition in the royal army, was, upon s 


conviction, fentenced to death, though he was uncle to the king. 


Humaioon having paffed Hinderkufh and encamped at Neizike- 
ran, Mirza Soliman, with the forces of Buduchfhan, came before Defeats Mir- 
him, but they were defeated in the firft charge. The king from “° — 
thence turned towards Talichan, where he fell fick. He, however, 
recovered, at the end of two months, and all the factions which 
had begun to prevail in his army, foon fubfided. Chaja Moazim, 
the brother of Chuli Begum *, having had a quarrel at this time 
with Chaja Refhid, killed him, and fled to Cabul, where he was 
ordered to be imprifoned by the king. 


Mirza Camiran having heard that his brother had marched to 
Buduchfhan, made an excurfion to Ghorebund. On the way he fell 
in with a caravan of merchants, whom he robbed of all their camels, 
horfes, and goods; and, coming to Ghizni, raifed a faction among the Mirza Cami- 
populace, and cut off the governor, Zatrid Beg. Making from thence ra gg 


l, and 
forced marches towards Cabul, he arrived there as they were openin g farprizes 
the gates in the morning, and took the place by furprize. He killed 
Mahummud Ali Tiggai, the governor, as he ftood in the bath, and 

put out the eyes of Fafil Beg and Mheter Vakila. The young 

prince Akbar, and the ladies of the Haram, were given in charge to 

fome eunuchs; Hilam ul Dien Alli, the fon of Meer Chalifa, was 


put to death. 


Intelligence of thefe tranfactions coming to Humaioon, that prince 
gave the government of Buduchfhan to Mirza Soliman, and that of 
Kunduz to Mirza Hindal. He himfelf returned to Cabul, defeated 


* One of the fultanas. 
Cce the 


196 THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


“Hig hig the army of Camiran, which oppofed him at Zohac Ghorebund, came 
” to the town of the Afghans, called Deh Afghan, where Shere Af- 

kun Beg, and all the army of Mirza Camiran had again affembled to 

Humaioon, Cppofe him. But the king overthrew them there alfo, and flew Shere 
ee = Afkon Beg in the action. He proceeded from thence to Cabul, and 
ag hooey fat down before that city, fkirmifhing every day with the enemy. 
fore Cabul. Mirza Camiran, having received intelligence that a caravan was 
paffing, wherein there was a great number of fine horfes, fent Shere 

Alli, a bold enterprizing officer, with a ftrong detachment, to feize 

and bring it into the city. Humaioon marched round the walls, and 

cut off Shere Alli’s retreat, fo that, when he came to enter the city, 


he was attacked and defeated with great flaughter. 


Severalchiefs Mirza Soliman, from Buduchfhan, Mirza Aligh Beg, and Cafim 

join the king. Fy offin Sultan, with feveral chiefs from Byram Chan, had now joined 
the king, while Kirrache Chan and Baboos Beg deferted from the 

Miraa Cami- city to his army. Mirza Camiran, in the rage of defpair, bafely mur- 

rans crue” dered the three fons of Baboos Beg, and threw their mangled bodies 
over the wall. He, at the fame time, bound the young prince and 
Kirrache Chan’s fon to a ftake, and raifed them up to view upon the 
battlements. But he was given to underftand, that if he put them 
to death, every foui in the place fhould be maffacred. 


He evacuates Camiran thought proper to defift from his intended cruelty, and that 
— very night, making a breach in the wall, evacuated the place, and fled 
towards the {kirts of the hills, leaving Humaioon a fecond time, in 
poffeffion of Cabul. Mirza Camiran, in his retreat, was plundered, 
and even ftript of his cloaths, by the Afghans of Hazara ; but when 
they difcovered him, they conducted him to his garrifon at Ghorebund. 
Hie, however, did not think himfelf fecure there, and therefore he 
haftsned to Balich, where Pier Mahummud Chan, governor of that 
Seizes upon city, joined him, and affifted him in fubduing Buduchfhan. They 
aes drove Mirza Soliman and his fon Mirza Ibrahim towards Kolab 


Kirrache 
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Kirrache Chan, Baboos Beg, and fome other omrahs, being, about "Hig, i- 45 
this time, difgufted with the behavior of Chaja Ghazi, the vizier, 
wanted the king to difgrace him, and appoint Chaja Cafim to his 
office. Humaioon, fatisfied of the integrity of this minifter, would 
by no means confent, which irritated them fo much, that they left ceyeral om- 
the king’s fervice, and went over to Mirza Afhkari in Buduchfhan. dl — 
The king purfued them in their flight, but not being able to come up 
with them, returned to Cabul, and called to him Mirza Ibrahim and 
Mirza Hindal from their refpective governments. ‘The former hav- 
ing fallen in by accident with Timur Alli, one of thofe who had fled, 
cut him off, and brought his head to the king. Mirza Hindal hav- 
ing alfo met Shere Alli, brought him back prifoner. 


Mirza Camiran having left Kirrache Chan at Kufhum, went in 
perfon to Taleckan. Humaioon detached Mirza Hindal and Hadgee 
Mahummud Koka, with a confiderable force, to drive Kirrache Chan 
from thence. That omrah having received intelligence of their 
coming, acquainted Mirza Camiran, who, with great expedition, re- 
turned to Kufhum, and fell in with Mirza Hindal, in croffing the 
river of Talickan, when his troops were divided. He defeated Mirza Cami- 
Hindal, cut off a great part of his detachment, and feized upon all his so a 
his baggage. ani 


Humaioon, in a few days, advanced with the army from Cabul, 
which obliged Mirza Camiran to fly towards Talickan, and leave all Fries before 
his plunder, as well as his own baggage. He was, the day after his ene 
retreat, invefted in the fort, and as he defpaired of the affiftance of pefeged in 
the Ufbecks, to whom he had applied, he requefted leave of his bole a es A 
brother Humaioon, to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. Humaioon, 
with a good-natured weaknefs, confented, and both the perfidious 
Camiran and Mirza Afhkari came out of the place, and proceeded 
about ten pharfangs on their way. When they found that Humaioon 
did not fend troops to feize them, nor attempt to detain them, as 


they 
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they imagined, they were afhamed of their own behavior, and 
thought it more elegible to truft to his clemency, than turn mendicant 
pilgrims. With this refolution they returned. 


The king having heard of their return, fent perfons to congratulate 
them, and treated them with great refpect. Humaioon, after thefe 
tranfactions, returned to Cabul. Pier Mahummud Chan, the Uf 
beck, having made fome incurfions into Humaioon’s territories, in 
the year nine hundred and fifty fix, the king determined to take, if 
pofflible, fatisfaction for the affront. He, for that purpofe, marched 
towards Balich. Mirza Camiran and Mirza Afhkari accompanied 
him, and begun again to hatch treafon. ‘The king perceived their 
treachery, but took no effectual fteps to prevent its effect. 


Humaioon arriving in the environs of Balich, Shaw Mahummud 
Sultan came before him with only three thoufand Ufbeck horfe, and 
{topt his progrefs. The Ufbeck chief was, on the fecond day, re- 
inforced by Pier Mahummud Chan, Abdul Aziz Chan, and the 
princes of Haffar, and was thus enabled to march out with thirty 
thoufand horfe to give battle. Mirza Soliman, Mirza Hindal, and 
Hadgee Mahummud Sultan, defeated the advanced parties, and pref- 
fed fo hard upon Pier Mahummud and Abdul Aziz Chan, that they 
thougit proper to retreat within the city. 


The king was defirous of purfuing the enemy. This refolution, 
had it been followed, would certainly have hada good affe@, as the 
enemy were preparing to evacuate the place. But unfortunately the 
king fuffered his own better judgment to be over-ruled by his omrahs, 
who fuggeited their apprehenfions from Mirza Camiran, and advifed 
the king to incamp fomewhere near the city, which would fall into 
his hands in the courfe of things. This pernicious advice was ac- 
cordingly followed. No ground proper for incamping being near, 
the king was obliged to retreat to a fmall diftance. ‘The troops 

being 
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being ordered to move back, apprehended that danger was near; 
when the enemy actually conflrued the retreat of Fiumaioon into a 
real flight. By this double miitake the Moguls were intimidated, 
and the Ufbecks received freth fpirits. They immediately feil upon 
Mirza Soliman and Hufiein Cooli Sultan, who brought up the rear, 
forced them upon the main body, where the king commanced in 
perfon. He gallantly appofed them hand to hand, and with his fpear 
difmounted the officer who led on the attack. His brother Hindal, 
Tirdi Beg, and Tolick Chan Couchi fupported Humaioon with great 


: feo Le J 
i: 


bravery ; but they foon found themfelves deferted by ali their troops, and is, in his 
turn, Ovej- 


and were obliged to fave themfelves by flight. iirdwna. 


After this unfortunate action, the imperial army retreated towards Retreats to 
i ; a E 
Cabul. The king, on his way, was dcferted by the perfidious Mirza deferted bv 


Camiran and Mirza Afhkari, who had not joined in the action. The 
king, juftly refenting their behavior, wrote to Alli Beg, one of Mirza 
Camiran’s omrahs, and made him great promifes if he would feize 
his matter, and fend him prifoner to court; difpatching, at the fame 
time, fent Mirza Soliman and Hindal in purfuit of him. 


Mirza Camiran, laying afide all his enfigns of ftate, attempted, by 
the way of Zohac and Bamia, to país to Sind. The king, informed 
of his motions, fert a party to intercept him; but Kirrache Chan 
and Hafiin Huffein Sultan, who had remained with Humaicon, wrote 
privately to Camiran, and acquainted him with all that paft. Thefe 
perfidious omrans, being now afhamed of no villainy, toid Camiran, 
that, as the greateft part of the king’s troops were detached from his 
perfon, if he wouid return, they would join him in the action. Ca- 
miran did not let this favorable opportunity flip through his hands. 
He returned, by the way of Kipchach, whither, the king, having 
intelligence of him, advanced to meet him. The battle was no fooner 
begun, than Kirrache Chan, and his perfidious adherents, went over 


to him, and turned upon Humaioon, who, with a few faithful friends, 
fought 
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W 1545: fought with great refolution. Pier Mahummud Achtey, and Ahmed, 
= the fon of Mirza Kulli, being flain by the king’s fide, and he himfelf 
wounded in the head, as well as his horfe, he was forced to abandon 
the field, and to fly to Bamia, and from thence to Buduchfhan, leav- 

ing Camiran to poffefs himfelf, a third time, of Cabul. 


oanp Humaioon was now in great diftrefs, for money to pay the few 

f troops, who had continued faithful to his fortunes. He was obliged 
to borrow the horfes, camels, and merchandize of fome great cara- 
vans, with which he mounted and paid his troops. He privately fent 
Shaw Biddagh, Toglich Chan Kouchi, Mudgnow Chan, and others, 
to the number of ten perfons, to fupport his intereft at Cabul, and to 
fend him intelligence of what paffed in that city. But of all thefe, 
Toglick Chan alone remained true to his intereft, which they now 
found was greatly declined. Mirza Soliman, Mirza Ibrahim, and 
his brother Hindal, returning with their detachments to join the king, 
he found himfelf again in a condition to make an attempt to recover 
his kingdom; and he accordingly marched towards Cabul. 


Defeats Ca- Mirza Camiran, upon the approach of Humaioon, came out, and 

_ drew up on the banks of the Punger. (Camiran was defeated with 
great flaughter, and in his flight he was obliged to fhave his head and 
beard, to efcape, in the difguife of a mendicant, to the mountains of 
Limgaan. Mirza Afhkari was taken prifoner, and the perfidious 
Kirrache Chan was killed in the engagement, 


Returns to H{umaioon now returned in triumph to Cabul; where he enjoyed 
cela a whole year in peace and feftivity. Intelligence was brought to him, 
that the reftlefs Mirza Camiran was again at the head of fifteen hun- 
dred horfe, while Hadgee Mahummud Chan and Baba Kifhka fled 
from the royal prefence to Ghizni. The king marched againft his 
brother, who fled towards the Nilab; fo that Humaioon, without 
effecting any thing, returned to Cabul, 


Mirza 
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Mirza Camiran no fooner heard of his brother's retreat, than he "Hie. a. 


returned again among the Afghans to raife up more difturbances. Saera, 
Humaioon was under the necefity of taking the field a fecond time. turbance; 
He wrote to Byram Chan, at Candahar, to march againft Hadjee a 
Mahummud Chan, who fled to Ghizni, and invited Mirza Camiran 

to join him at that place. Camiran, by the way of Pefhawir, Bun- 

gifh, and Curvez, was then on his march towards Ghizni: But before 

his arrival, Byram Chan had come to Ghizni, and carried Hadjee 
Mahummud Chan prifoner to Cabul. Mirza Camiran, difappointed Tranfadtions 
of his ally, returned again to Pefhawir, and the king directed his a 


march to Cabul. 


Before the arrival of Humaioon at his capital, Hadjee Mahummud 
found means to efcape, a fecond time, to Ghizni, from whence he 
was perfuaded to return; no doubt, upon the moft facred affurances 
of pardon. Mirza Afhkari having preferred a petition to the king, 
foliciting his releafement from prifon, in order to perform a pilgrimage 
to Mecca, was now fent to Mirza Soliman, at Buduchthan, to proceed 
to Balich. Afhkari died in the year nine hundred and fixty one, in 


his way crofling the Arabian defarts. 

Mirza Camiran was, in the mean time, levying troops among the Camirar.’s 
Afghans, and carrying on a private correfpondence with Hadjee tn pa r 
Mahummud. The treafon was difcovered, and the old traitor con- ee pap 
demned to death. Humaioon had, by this time, marched againtt 
Camiran; but he was furprized in his camp, near Chiber, the 
twenty firft of Zicada, nine hundred and fifty eight, in the night ; 
upon which occafion Mirza Hindal loft his life. Camiran, however, MirzaHindal 
gained no advantage but the death of his brother, being overthrown a 
by Humaioon, and obliged to take fhelter again among the Patans, fered. 
The king, after this victory, returned to Cabul, and in gratitude to 
the memory of Hindal, who had fo well expiated his former difobe- 
dience, by his fervices and blood, he gave the daughter of that prince, 

Rickia Sultana Begum, to his fon Akbar in marriage. He conferred, 
at the fame time, upon the royal pair, all the wealch of Hindal; and 
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appointed Akbar to the command of his uncie’s troops, and to his 
government of Ghizni. 


The Afghans, a few months after thefe tranfactions, rofe in favor 
of Camiran. The king marched into their country, waich he Jaid 
waite with fire and fword. Finding, at laft, that they got nothing 
but mifchief to the:mnfelves by adhering to Camiran, they with-held 
their aid, and expelled him from their country. 


The defolate Camiran fled to Hindoftan, and was reduced to (olicit 
the protection of Selim Shaw, whom he beheld, by his own bafenefs, 
ruling his father’s empire. But it was not expected that Selim would 
treat Camiran favorably. The unfortunate fugitive fled from the court 
of Delhi, and, like a poor vagabond, fought protection from the raja 
of Nagercot. Being from thence hunted by Selim Shaw, he fled 
among the Gickers. 


Mirza Efyder, in the mean time, requefted the affiftance of Hu- 
maioon, to quell fome difturbances in Cafhmire. The king accord- 
ingly marched towards Hindoftan, and crofied the NilAb. Sultan 
Adam, the prince of the Gickers, fearing the king’s refentment, for 
giving protection to Mirza Camiran, imprifoned the unhappy man, 
and acquainted the king, that he was ready to deliver him over to any 
body he fhould be pleafed to fend. The king difpatched Monim 
Chan to Sultan Adam, and Mirza Camiran was accordingly given up 
to him, and brought to the king. 


The Chagittais, to a man, folicited that he fhould be put to death, 
that he might diftrefs them no more; but the king would, by no 
means, conent to embrue his hands in the blood of his brother, how- 
ever deferving he was of death. Humaioon, on account of his lenity, 
was threatened with a general fedition in his army, and every body 
openly complained of that merciful difpofition in the king, by which 


At the gere- his fubjects were fo often involved in misfortunes. He was, at laft, 


sal requet of 


the army his 
eyes are put 
Huet. 


though much againft his will, neceffitated to permit them to render 
Camiran blind, by means of antimony. 
Some 
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Some days after this fentence was executed upon the unfortunate Pe : 393: 
E’ y 


prince, the king went to fee him. Camiran immediately rofe, and E r en vi- 
walked fome fteps forward to meet him, faying: ‘* The glory ofthe 

“ king will not be diminifhed by vifiting the unfortunate.” Hu- 

maioon immediately burfting into tears, wept very bitterly : Mirza 

Camiran endeavored to comfort him, by confeffing the juftice of his 

own punifhment, and, by way of expiating his crimes, requefted leave 

to proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca. His requeft was granted, and aip p 
he proceeded by the way of Sind. Having refided three years in ange B 
Mecca, he died in that place, in the year nine hundred and fixty four. ar te 
He left one fon, Abul Carim, who was fome time after his father’s 

death affaffinated, by the order of Akbar, in the fort of Gualier ; 


Camiran had alfo three daughters. 


Humaioon being now delivered from the reftlefs {pirit of Camiran, Humaioon 
began to extend his dominions. He firft turned his arms towards wens ee 
Cafhmire. Selim Shaw having, at that time, advanced to Punjaab, his jäigi 
omrahs reprefented to Humaioon, that, if he fhould enter Cathmire, 
as there was but one pafs through which he could return; that Selim 
Shaw might block up his rear, and reduce him to great diftrefs. The 
king, however, would not liften to their reprefentations ; but marched 
towards Cafhmire. Having advanced about haif way, a mutiny arofe 
in the army, and the greateft part of the omrahs refufed to proceed; 
while others actually returned to Cabul. This obliged Humaioon to 
takea circuit, by the way of Sind, ordering afort, called Bickeram,tobe 
built in his rout. In Bickeram he left a garrifon under Secunder Chan. 


Returns. 


When the king arrived in Cabul, he fent his fon Akbar to his ZO- Akbar fent 
vernment cf Ghizni, under the charge of Jellal ul dien Mamood. In i ae 
: , ment o 
the year nine hundred and fixty-one, the king had another fon born Ghizni. 


tohim at Cabul, whom he named Mahummud Hakim. 


In the courfe of this year, Humaioon was rendered jealous of Byram 
Chan, by the calumny of fome of his courtiers, who pretended, that 
that great man was carrying on intrigues with the Perfian govern- 
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ment. The King marched towards Candahar, by the way of 
Ghizni. Byram Chan, who was quite innocent of the charge, when 
he heard of the King’s approach, came out, with five or fix friends 
only, to congratulate him upon his arrival, and to lay his ofterings at 
his feet. ‘The king foon plainly perceived that he had been abufed, 
and fatsfying Byram Chan with reafons for his coming, {pent two 
months there in feftivity. The calumniators of Byram Chan were 
difgraced, and he himfelf loaded with favors. Byram Chan was, 
however, afraid, that the repeated calumnies of his enemies might 
find way at laft into the king’s mind; he therefore earneftly requett- 
ed, that the government fhould be beftowed on fome other omrah, 
and that he might be permitted to attend his fovereign. But the 
king would by no means cenfent to a thing, which might have the 
appearance ofa {lur upon the conduét of his faithful fervant. When 
they parted, Byram Chan obtained the diftri@ of Dawir for Bahadur 
Chan and Shubiani Chan, who remained with him. 


Much about this time an addrefs was received from the inhabitants 
of Delhi and Agra, acquainting Humaioon, that Selim Shaw was 
dead, and that all the tribes of the Patans were engaged in a civil 
war: That it was, therefore, a proper opportunity for the king to 
return and take poffeffion of his empire. Humaioon was in no con- 
dition to raife a fufficient army for that enterprize, and he became 
extremely melancholy. 


The king being one day upon a hunting party, told fome of his 
omrahs, that he was very uneafy in his mind, about the execution of 
his defigns upon Hindoftan. Some cf them, who were defirous to 
make the attempt, confulted among themfelves, and hit upon a fuc- 
cefsful ftratagem to bring the king to an immediate refolution. They 
therefore told him, that there was an old method of divination, b 
fending a perfon befcre, and afking the names of the three firft per- 
fons he met, from which a conclufion, good or bad, might be formed, 
according to their meaning. The king, being naturally fuperftitious, 
ordered this to be done. He fent three horfemen in front, who were 


to 
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to come back and acquaint him of the anfwers they received. The “tig, Mag 
fiift horfeman who returned told the king, that he had met with a 

traveller whofe name was Dowlat*. ‘The next brought advice, that 

he met a man who called himfelf Murad +. And the third, that he 

met with a villager, whofe name was Sadit £. 


The king difcovered great joy upon this occafion, and though he 
could only collect fifteen thoufand horfe, determined to undertake an 
expedition into Flindoftan. He left to Monim Chan the government ee 
of Cabul, and the tuition of his young fon Mahummud Hakim, and invade Hin- 
in the month of Siffer, nine hundred and fixty-two, began his march es 
from his capital. The king was joined at Pefhawir by Byram Chan, 
with all his veterans fram Candahar. When he had croffed the Croftes the 
Nilab §, he appointed Byram Chan his captain general, and ordered seas 
him to lead the van with Chaja Chizer Chan, Tirdi Beg Chan, Se- 
cunder Sultan, and Alli Koit Shubiant. 


Upon the approach of the king, Tatar Chan, who commanded the 
new fort of Rhotas, evacuated the place and fled to Delhi. Humaioon Rhona eva- 
purfued Tatar to Lahore, which place was alfo evacuated by the Pa- epee T 
tans, and the king peaceably entered the city. From Lahore he dif- ®°™ 
patched Byram Chan to Sirhind, aad that able general poffeffed 
himfelf of all the country as far as that place. 

The king having received intelligence, that a body of Afghans, Defeats fome 
commanded by Shubas Chan and Nifir Chan, were affembled at Di- Ditalpoor. 
balpoor, he ordered Shaw Abul Mali, whom he ufed to honor with 
the name of fon, with a {trong detachment againft them. Abul Mali 
having overthrown them, returned with the plunder of their camp 
ta Lahore. The Emperor Sccunder Shaw had, in the mean time, 
ordered Tatar Chan and Hybut Chan, with an army of thirty or forty secunder 

thoufand horfe from Delhi, againft Humaioon; but Byram Chan, amanina 
notwithftanding their great fuperiority in number, was determined to g#init Hu- 
risque a battle, croficd the Suttuluz, advanced boldly to meet them, —_— 
and pitched his camp upon the banks of the river of Bidgwarrah. 

* Fortune or profperity. + Defire or inclination. i Happinef&. 


§ The weftern branch of the Indus. 
It 
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Hig, - 554: It being winter, the Patans kindled great fires of wood in their camp, 
which Byram Chan obferving, he croffed the river with a thoufand 
chofen horfe, and advancing near their camp without being difcover- 
ed, began to gall thofe who crouded round the fires with arrows, 
which raifed an uproar inthe camp. But the Patans, inftead of ex- 
tinguifhing their fires, which prevented them from feeing the enemy, 
while the enemy had a fair view of them, by means of the light, 

dhid i threw on more wood. In the mean time, the whole of Byram Chan’s 

aig eeasi army having crofied the river, fell upon the enemy from all fides, routed 

Chan, them, and took all their elephants, baggage, and a number of horfes. 

who poffefes Byram Chan fent the elephants to the king, at Lahore, and en- 

himfelf of the camped at Matchiwarrah. He difperfed detachments on all fides, 


country to 


the gates of and pofiefied himfelf of all the country, almoft to the walls of Delhi. 





Delhi. s ne” : 
däi The king was greatly rejoiced when he heard of this victory, and 
conferred upon Byram Chan the title of Chan Chanan, Ear Offadar, 
Humdum Ghumgufar *. 
Beanies When the news arrived of the overthrow of Tatar Chan, Secun- 


marches a- der Shaw exacted an oath of fidelity from his omrahs, and marched 
Roguls. ~ with eighty thoufand horfe, a great train of artillery, and a number 
of elephants, towards Punjaab. Byram Chan thought proper to fhut 
himfelf up in Sirhind, and to provide againft a fiege, by laying in 
proyifions, and throwing up new works. Secunder Shaw encamped 
before Sirhind, and Byram Chan fent continual letters to Lahore, to 
Humaioon atten the king to his relief. Humaioon accordingly marched, joined 
— hl Byram, made repeated {allies from the city, and greatly diftreffed the 
@ Sirhind. enemy in their camp. 

Upon the laft day of Rigib, when the young prince Akbar was 
going the rounds of the camp, the Patans drew up their forces, and 
offered battle. ‘This had the intended effe&t on the impetuous young 

Prince Akbar prince, who could not bear to be infulted. He accordingly having 


paneled obtained his father’s permiflion, drew out the army. Humaioon gave 


* Thefe titles fignify, the lord of lords, the grateful friend, and the grief-cxpciling 
companion. 
the 
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the command of the right to Chan Chanan, and the left to Secunder “Hig, ane 
Chan, which was compofed of the troops of Abdulla Chan Ufbeck, 

Shaw Abul Mali, Alla Kulla Chan Bahader, and Tirdi Beg Chan, 

who were to begin the action. He took poft in perfon in the center, 

and advanced flowly towards the enemy, who waited the attack. 

The left wing having charged, according to the orders which they nit ama 
had received, the enemy were broke, and they never aiter recovered 

from the confufion into which they were thrown. The action, how- 

ever, continued warm for fome tiine ; Humativon and his gallant ge- 

neral Chan Chanan dilplayed great conduct, while the young prince 

Akbar diftinguifhed himfeit with acts of perfonal valor. The Moguls 

were fo animated by the behavior of that young hero, that they 

feemed even to forget that they were mortal men. The enemy, at 

laft, were driven off the field, with very great flaughter, and Secunder The Patans 
Shaw fled, with precipitation, to the mountains of Sewalic. sean 


This victory decided the fate of the empire, which fell for ever The empire 
from the Patans. Secunder Chan, the Ufbeck, and fome other om- ge a Pii 
rahs were detached to take poffeffion of Delhi and Agra, which they co” 
effected without oppofition. Humaioon conferred the government 
of the province of Punjaab upon Abul Mali, and ordered him to 


purfue Secunder Shaw. 


In the month of Ramzan the king entered Delhi, in triumph, and Theking en- 
became, a fecond time, Emperor of Hindoftan. Byram Chan, to an 
whofe valor and condu& the king, in a great meafure, owed his re- 
ftoration, was now rewarded with the firft offices in the ftate, and had een 
princely Jagiers affigned to him. Tirdi Beg Chan was appointed to 
the government of Delhi; the fuperintendency of Agra was given to 
Secunder Chan, and Alli Kulli Chan was made viceroy of Merat and 


Simbol; for which department he fet out with a confiderable force. 


As Shaw Abul Mali, on account of difputes with the omrahs in 
his army, had permitted Secunder Shaw to become daily more for- Akbar fent 
midable, the king difpatched his fon Akbar, under the dire@tion of eatin, 
Byram Chan, againit him. Much about this time, a man of low 


birth, 
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fiis 1555. birth, who became famous, under the name of Kumber Drivan, raifed 


963. 


The king’s 
death. 


His charac- 
ter. 


a rebellion in Simbol, and, collecting a great force, plundered the 
provinces between the rivers. He was, however, on the fifth of 
Ribbi ul Awil, nine hundred and fixty three, defeated and flain by 
Alli Kulli, and the infurrection totally quafhed. 


In the evening of the feventh of Ribbi ul Awil, Humaioon walked 
out upon the terrace of the library, and fat down there for fome time 
to enjoy the frefh air. When the Emperor began to defcend the fteps 
of the ftair from the terrace, the crier, according to cuftom, pro- 
claimed the time of prayers. The king, conformable to the praétice 
of religion, ftood ftill upon this occafion, and repeated the Culma *, 
then fat down upon the fecond ftep of the ftair till the proclamation 
fhould be ended. When he was going to rife he fupported himfelf 
upon a ftaff, which unfortunately flipt upon the marble, and the king 
fell headlong from the top to the bottom of the ftair, He was taken 
up infenfible, and laid upon his bed; he foon recovered his fi peech, 
and the phyficians adminiftered all their art: But in vain, for upon 
the eleventh, about funfet, his foul took her flight to Paradife. He 
was buried in the new city, upon the banks of the river; and a noble 
tomb was erected over him, fome years after, by his fon Akbar. 
Humaioon died at the age of fifty one, after a reign of twenty five 
years, both in Cabul and Hindoftan. 


The muldnefs and benevolence of Humaioon were exceffive: If 
there can be any excefs in virtues fo noble as thefe. His affe&tion to 
his brothers proved the fource of all his misfortunes ; but they re- 
warded him with ingratitude and contempt. He was learned, a lover 
of literature, and the generous patron of the men of genius, who 
flourifhed in his time. In battle he was valiant and enterprizing : But 
the clemency of his dripofition hindered him from ufing his victories 
in a manner which fuited the vices of the times. Had he been lefs 
mild and religious, he would have been a more fuccefSful prince : Had 
he been a worfe man, he would have been a greater monarch. 


* ‘The Creed. 
THE 
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VI. 


The Reign of SHaw JuMjJA ABUL MUZIFFER 
GELLAL UL DIEN MAHUMMUD AKBAR 
PADSHAW GHAZI. 





SECTION bD 


The Hiftory of Axzar, from his Acceffion to the Defeat 
and Death of Himu. 


HECH ABUL FAZIL, the moft elegant writer of Hindoftan, ices: - 555. 
has given to the world the hiftory of the renowned Akbar, 

in three volumes, called Akbar namma. From that hiftorian, 

we {hall chiefly extract the tranfactions of this reign. 





When Humaioon became infenfible after his fall, the Mahummad 
. ' i Akbarmounts 
Omrahs fent Shech Chuli exprefs to Punjab, to acquaint the throne at 
Akbar of the accident which had befallen his father. Not many — 
days after, the news of his father’s death came to the prince at 
Callanore. The Omrahs, who were prefent, after expreffing 
their grief for the deceafed, raifed Akbar to the throne, on the 
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fecond of Rubbi ul Sani, in the year 963, being then thirteen 
years and nine months old. 


Byram Chan, on the acceflion of Akbar, became abfolute re- 
gent, and had the whole civil and military power of the empire 
in his hands. ‘The firft orders iffued from the throne, after dif- 
patching the letters of proclamation, were, to prohibit the ex- 
action of Pefhcufh money, from the farmers; to let all goods 
pafs toll-free, and to prevent the injurious practice of preffing 
labourers to the war. 


Not many days after the accefflion of Akbar, Shaw Abul Mali, 
who began to difcover treafonable intentions, was feized and 
imprifoned in Lahore. He, however, found means, fome time 
after, to efcape ; and Pulwan Gul, the Cutwal, to whofe charge 
he was committed, killed himfelf. 


The king led his army towards the hills, with a view to ex- 
terminate the party of Secunder Shaw: he defeated Secunder, 
and obliged him to fly farther among the mountains ; whither the 
imperial army could not purfue him. Akbar, in the mean time, 
fubdued the country of Nagracot ; received the Raja of that pro- 
vince into favor; and the rains coming on, took up his quarters 
at Jallender. 


In the mean time, Mirza Soliman, who had been left gover- 
nor of Buduchfhan, threw off his allegiance, fet up for himfelf, 
and marched againft Cabul. That city was defended by Monim 
Chan, the tutor of Mahammud Hakim, the king’s brother. 
Intelligence of this rebellion being brought to Akbar, he imme- 
diately detached Mahummud Kulli Chan Burlafs, Chan Azim, 
Chizer Chaja, and other Omrahs, to fuccour Monim Chan. 

some 
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Some of thofe Omrahs entered Cabul, while others encamped 
without, to harrafs the befiegers; which they continued to do 
for the fpace of four months. The garrifon, in the mean time, 
became to be diftreffed for provifions; which obliged Monim 
Chan, to confent, that the chutba, for the kingdom of Cabul, 
fhould be read in the name of Soliman. The rebel, after this 
fubmiffion, raifed the fiege, and returned to Buduchfhan. 





During thefe tranfactions at Cabul, Himu, the vizier of 
Mahummud Shaw Adili, of Bengal, advanced towards Agra, 
with thirty thoufand horfe and two thoufand elephants. He 
obliged Secunder Chan, the governor of that city, to retreat to 
Delhi. Shadi Chan, an Afghan Omrah of Shaw Adili, in the 
mean time, raifed an army, and advanced to the banks of the 
Rehib ; where Alli Kulli Chan Seiftani, entituled Chan Ziman, 
with three thoufand horfe, croffing the river, attacked him, but 
was defeated; and carried only two hundred of his army, alive, 
from the field ; thofe who efcaped the fword, being drowned in 
the river. 


Himu having taken Agra, marched towards Delhi, where 
Tirdi Chan commanded. ‘Tirdi fent expreffes to all the 
Omrahs around, foliciting fuccours, and was joined by Abdulla 
Chan, Lal Sultan Buduchhhi, Alli Kulli Inderani, Merick Chan 
Kullabi, and others ; and then he thought himfelf in a condition 
to give the enemy battle, without waitin g for Chan Ziman; who, 
with feveral other Omrahs, and a confiderable reinforcement, was 
marching to his affiftance. Himu, who was a very valiant man, 
felected three thoufand chofen horfe, and fome of his beft 
elephants, which he pofted about his own perfon in the center; 
and with which he charged Tirdi Beg fo violently, that he drove 
him quite off the field. Himu then fell, with great impetuofity, 
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upon the right wing, which he routed fo that the flight became 
general. ‘This victory was fo compleat, that in confequence of 
it, the city immediately furrendered; and Tirdi Beg, flying to 
Sirhind, left all the country open to the enemy. Chan Ziman, 
having received intelligence of this difafter, at Merat, haftened 
alfo to Sirhind. 


The king, during thefe tranfactions, was at Jallender; and, 
finding all his dominions, except Punjab, wrefted from him, 
was greatly affected with the news of Himu’s fuccefs. He called 
to him Byram Chan, then diftinguifhed by the name of Chan 
Chanan, and conferred upon him the honorable title of Chan 
Baba*. He told that able man, that he repofed his whole truft 
in his prudence and good condu@t, in this perilous fituation of 
affairs, and defired that he might take whatever meafures he 
thought moft conducive to retrieve his affairs. He, at the fame 
time, affured Byram, in the moft folemn manner, that he would 
give no attention to any malicious infinuations which might be 
fuggei{ted to the royal ear by his enemies. The young prince 
having thus exprefied the genuine fentiments of his foul to Byram, 
he made him fwear, by the foul of his father Humaioon, and by 
the head of his own fon, that he would be faithful to the great 
truft, which was now repofed in him. 


A council of war was immediately called, in which Byram 
Chan prefided. The majority of the Omrahs were of opinion, 
that as the enemy confifted of above a hundred thoufand horfe, 
while the royal army fcarce amounted to twenty thoufand, ir 
would be moft prudent to retreat to Cabul. Byram Chan ftre- 
nuoufly oppofed this meafure, and was almoft fingular in his 


* Baba fignifies father. 
opinion, 
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opinion, which was to give battle inftantly to the enemy. The 
young king joined Byram’s fentiments with fo much warmth and 
gallant anxiety, that the Omrahs cried out, in rapture, that their 
lives and fortunes were at his fervice. 


Immediate hoftilities being refolved upon, Chaja Chizer Chan, 
who was married to the king’s aunt, Gulbaddin Begum, was 
appointed governor of Lahore, to act againft Secunder Shaw ; 
while the king himfelf prepared, in perfon, to chaftife Himu. 
He marched to Sirhind, and was there joined by his defeated 
Omrahs, who had affembled at that place. 


The king being out, one day, at the diverfion of hawking, 
Byram Chan, called Tirdi Beg to his tent, and ordered him to be 
beheaded for abandoning Delhi, where he might have defended 
himfelf, and for other unmilitary crimes, with which he was 
juftly charged. When Akbar returned, Byram Chan waited 
upon him, and informed him of what he had done; he excufed 
himfelf for not acquainting the king of his intentions, by infinu- 
ating, that he was certain his royal clemency was fo great, that 
notwithitanding Tirdi’s crimes, he would have forgiven him; 
which, at fuch a time, would be attended with very dangerous 
confequences, as the hopes of the Moguls refted upon every in- 
dividual’s {trict performance of duty. He affirmed, that 
negligence was, in fuch a critical fituation, as great a crime as 
treafon, and ought to meet with an equal punithment. But that, 
on the other hand, defert fhould meet with reward: for a dan- 
gerous crifis, is the feafon of ftrict juftice, in both refpects 
Without his reward, the foldier becomes languid and difcon- 
tented; when he fears no punifhment, he becomes negligent 
and infolent. 
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The king faw into the propriety of the meafure, but he fhud-~ 
dered at the inhumanity of the punifhment. He, however, 
thanked Byram for the fervice which he had done him ; and, in- 
deed, though the policy of that minifter was fevere, it had the 
intended effect among the Omrahs. They faw that they had 
nothing to hope, and every thing to fear from faction and bad 
behaviour ; and therefore, they became very obedient to the 


orders of Byram Chan. 


The king foon after marched from Sirhind towards Delhi, 
detaching Secunder Chan, Abdulla Chan, Alla Kulli Inderani, 
Lal Sultan, Mahummud Chan Jellaher, Mudjenu Chan Cathkal, 
and others, under the command of Chan Ziman, Amir ul 
Omrah *, fome miles in his front. Himu, who had affumed 
the title of Raja Bickermajit, in Delhi, having attached Shadi 
Chan, and other Afghan Omrahs to his intereft, marched out of 
that city with all his forces; which, by the loweft computa- 
tion, exceeded a hundred thoufand horfe, befides elephants and 
He detached, in front, 
a great body of Afgans, with fome artillery, which falling in 
with Chan Ziman, were defeated by that general, with the lofs 
of all their guns, which proved a fignal advantage to the king. 


infantry, with a great train of artillery. 


Himu having arrived at Panniput, heard that the king was ad- 
He divided his elephants, in which he 
greatly confided, among his principal officers. 


vanced very near him. 


In the morning of the fecond of Mohirrim, 964, Chan Ziman, 
who had been, by that time, joined by the whole army except 
a few, who remained to guard the king, drew up in order of 
battle, and waited the attack. Himu began the action with his 


* Captain-general, 
elephants, 
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elephants, in hopes of frightening the Mogul cavalry, who were 
not accuftomed to thofe enormous animals. He, however, found 
that he was deceived. The Chigittai Omrahs, either from a fear 
of the fate of Tirdi Beg, or from a nobler caufe, their own 
valor, attacked Himu, with fuch refolution, after he had pene- 
trated the center of the Mogul army, where Ziman commanded, 
that the elephants, galled with lances, arrows and javelincs, be- 
came quite outrageous, and fubmitting no longer to command, 
fell back and difordered the Afgan ranks. 


Himu, who rode a prodigious elephant, {till continued the 
action with great vigor, at the head of four thoufand horfe, in the 
very heart of the Moguls ; being at laft, pierced through the eye, 
with an arrow, the greateft part of his troops, fearing that his 
wound was mortal, forfook him. But that valiant man, drew 
the eye out of the focket, with the arrow; and, in that terrible 
condition, continued the fight with unequalled refolution and 
courage. He encouraged the few who remained by his fide, 
and advanced through a bloody path which his weapons made; 
till Kulli Chan Mhiram ftretched his fpear to kill the driver of 
Himu’s elephant: that timorous wretch, to fave his own life, 
pointed to Himu, and addreffing him, by name, faid, he would 
carry him whitherfoever he pleafed. Kulli Chan, immediately 
furrounded him with a body of horfe, and carried him prifoner 
to Akbar, whom Byram Chan, as upon him refted the hopes 
of all, detained in the rear. 


When the unfortunate Himu was brought into the prefence, 
almoft expiring with his wounds, Byram Chan told the king, 
that it would be a meritorious action in him, to kill that brave 
infidel with his own hand. Akbar, in compliance to the advice 
of his tutor, drew his fword, but only gently touched the head 
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of Himu burfting into tears of compaffion. Byram, looking 
fternly upon the king, infinuated, that the ill-timed clemency of 
his family, was the fource of all their misfortunes, and with one 
ftroke of the fabre, fevered Himu’s head from his body. 


Akbar took, in this action, fifteen hundred elephants, and all 
the artillery of the enemy. He immediately marched from the 
field, and took poffeffion of Delhi. From that city, he dif- 
patched Mullu Pier Mahummud Shirwani, manager of the 
private affairs of Byram, towards Mewat, to feize the treafure of 
Himu, which was depofited in that place. This fervice was 
accomplifhed, with fome lofs on the fide of the Moguls; and 
the empire, in fome meafure, returned to its former tranquillity. 





Cand 


SECTION IL 


The Hiftory of Sutran Axsar, from the Death of 
Hımu, to that of Byram CHAN. 


ULTAN HUSSEIN, the grandfon of Shaw Ifmaiel Suffvi 

advanced, this year, by the orders of Shaw Tamafp of Iran, 
and laid fiege to Kandahar. After a fharp engagement, before 
the walls, with Mahummud Kandahari, who commanded in the 
place, as deputy of Byram Chan, the city fell into the hands of 
the Perfians. Chizer Chaja Chan was, at the fame time, de- 
feated by Secunder Shaw, and obliged to fly to Lahore. 





The king, having received intelligence of this double difafter, 
put his army in motion, and marched towards Punjab. Secunder 
Shaw, who had advanced as far as Callanore, retreated upon the 


kings’s 
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king’s approach, to the fort of Mancot, which had been built by 
Selim Shaw. Akbar befieged Secunder, in that fortrefs, for the 
{pace of fix months: he then began to treat about furrendering 
the place, upon conditions; and Chan Azim being fent into the 
fort to fettle the terms of capitulation, Secunder propofed to that 
Omrah, to give his fon, as a hoftage to the king, for his future 
obedience, if he himfelf fhould be permitted to retire to Bengal. 
This being granted, on the part of Akbar, Sheck Abul Rhiman, 
. the fon of Secunder Shaw, was, in the month of Ramzan, 964, 
brought to the king, with prefents, confifting chiefly of ele- 
phants. Secunder Shaw was permitted to retire to Bengal, and 
Mancot was delivered up to Akbar. The king left a trufty 
governor in the place, and proceeded to Lahore, 


Byram Chan, being privately difgufted at favors which the 
king had conferred upon {fome perfons, whom he {fufpeéted to be 


enemies to himfelf, for fome days, refufed to come to court. 


The king, in the mean time, happened to amufe himfelf with an 
elephant fight, and the outrageous animals chanced to run over 
the tents of Byram Chan. ‘The minifter immediately fufpected, 
that this was done defignedly by the king, and he fent to ac- 
quaint him: ‘* That he was forry to fee that he had difobliged 
the king: but that, if he deferved Akbar’s diflike, he would be 
glad to know the crime he had committed, that he might be the 
better able to make his excufe, and then, retire for ever from 
the prefence.” The king was touched with an imputation, 
which his foul abhorred ; but he condefcended to acquaint By- 
ram, that the circumftance, from which his ungenerous fufpi- 
cions arofe, was a mere accident. This, however, did not fatisfy 
Byram Chan, who ftill continued to fufpe& that the king’s mind 
was eftranged from him. 
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The king, foon after this tranfaction, marched from Lahore 
to Delhi. Chaja Callan, who was proud of his family, and of 
the fignal fervices which he had rendered to the king, fet himfelf 
up to oppofe Byram Chan in his adminiftration. That vindictive 
minifter, to get rid of his antagonift, condemned him to death 
upon very flight pretences, which raifed great commotions 
among the Omrahs. The king alfo expreffed his diflike of this 
violent proceeding; for the whole had been done without 
his orders. 


Upon this occafion, high words arofe between the king and 
his minifter ; and the former, in a few days, fet out for Agra. 
Though the king did not difcover what had paffed between him 
and Byram, the caufe of his journey was no fecret at court. The 
people fided with their young king, in this quarrel, and the 
power of the minifter began to decline vifibly every day. The 
enraged Byram, in the mean time, endeavored to recover his 
authority by rigor and feverity. 


Much about this time, Mullu Pier Mahummud, who had 
been formerly a retainer of Byram Chan, was, on account of his 
great abilities, preferred to the high office of tutor to the king. 
He foon engroffed a great fhare of the king’s favor ; and the pride 
of advancement began to {well in his heart. He ufed often to 
make the Omrahs, who attended his levee, to wait whole hours, 
and, at laft, to fend them word that he could not fee them: 
which infolent behaviour gave great offence to many. Byram 
Chan himfelf was little better treated, one day, by Mahummud ; 
and he took it fo much amifs, that, by virtue of his own autho- 
rity, he fent the tutor prifoner to Biana, from thence he banifhed 
him to Guzerat, and there fhipped him off for Mecca, to profe- 
cute his devotion. 

The 
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The king was highly offended at this proceeding, as it feemed # 


to debar him from even the liberty of difpofing of his own pri- 
vate favors. The artful minifter, perceiving the Sultan’s rage, 
projected an expedition againft Gualier, to divert the king’s at- 
tention to an other object. That fortrefs was then in the 
poffeffion of Bibil, one of the flaves of Selim Shaw, who held 
it for Mahummud Shaw Adili. Bibil, hearing of Akbar’s defign 
againft him, wrote to Ram Shaw, a defcendant of Raja Man 
Singh, that as his anceftors had been mafters of Gualier, and as 
he did not think himfelf capable to hold out the place againft 
the king, he would put it into the poffeflion of the Raja fora 
reafonable fum. 


Ram Shaw, glad at this offer, immediately moved towards 
the fort: but Kika Chan, who poffeffed a jaghier from the king 
in the neighbourhood of Gualier, raifed all his vaffals, and 
attacking Ram Shaw, defeated and drove him into the domi- 
nions of Rama. Kika, immediately after this victory, returned 
and invefted the fortrefs. Bibil, feeing himfelf thus befieged, 
made overtures of capitulation. The king being informed of 
this circumftance, ordered Chaja Mahummud Chan, with a de- 
tachment, to give Bibil the terms he required, and to fieze upon 
the fortrefs. The traitor accordingly, being gratified with fome 
money and a promife of future favour, delivered up the impor- 
tant caftle of Gualier. 


In the courfe of the fame year, Chan Ziman, to wipe off fome 
afperfions under which he lay, exerted himfelf in a particular 
manner in the king’s fervice ; for he fubdued all the provinces 
near Jionpoor and Benaris, which till then were in the hands of 
the Patans., 
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Sheck Mahummud Ghori, the brother of Sheck Phul, who 
having been firmly attached to the Chegittai, or Mogul interctt, 
during the late fupremacy of the Patans, had fled to Guzerat, 
this year returned to court with his family, and was very 
favourably received by the king, who ordered Byram Chan to 
provide for him in a manner fuitable to his dignity. Mahum- 
mud Ghori trufting too much to the king’s authority, neglected 
to pay that court to Byram Chan which that haughty minifter 
expected: Byram therefore took every poffible means to avoid 
to ferve Mahummud, and made things fo very difagreeable to 
him, that he left the court and retired to his old family refi- 


dence at Gualier. 


This being reprefented to the king, revived his former dif- 
content againft Byram Chan. The artful minifter foon obferved 
a vifible alteration in the countenance of his fovereign. He 
therefore formed an expedition againft Malava, to turn the king’s 
active mind from the private politics of the court. Byram ac- 
cordingly called Bahadur, the brother of Chan Ziman from 
Debalpoor, and gave him the command of the army deftined to 
act againft Baz Bahadur, who then ruled over Malava. 


The king much about this time went out upon a hunting 
party, and made a progrefs as far as Secundra, within forty 
Mahim his fofter-brother 


joined him there, and told him, that his mother was extremely 


miles of Delhi, between the rivers. 


ill at Delhi, and was very defirous to fee the king. He imme- 
diately fet out for Delhi, and Shabul dien Ahmed Chan Neifha- 
puri, an Omrah of five thoufand, who then commanded in the 
city, came out to meet Akbar with prefents: that Omrah was 
in great perplexity how to ac&t. He was affured, that Byram 
Chan would impute the king’s journey to Delhi to his intrigues, 

and 
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and would not fail to get rid of him, as he had done of Mu- 
fuai Beg; he therefore acquainted the king of his apprehen- 
fions, and begged he might be permitted to make a pilgrimage 
to Mecca. The king was very much affected upon hearing this 
requeft, by obferving how formidable the power of his minifter 
was become to all his friends; but after he had confidered the 
many obligations under which he and his family lay to that able 
man, he could not think of removing him: to leffen how- 
ever, in fome meafure, the apprehenfions of Ahmed Chan, the 
king wrote Byram that he had of his own accord proceeded to 
Delhi, and not at the inftigation of any perfon, but merely to 
pay his refpects to his mother; that therefore a letter from him 
to appeafe the minds of thofe who were apprehenfive of his 
difpleafure, would be extremely necefflary. Byram Chan re- 
turned for anfwer, that ‘* he fhould never entertain refentment 
againft any whom the king was pleafed to honor with his 
favor.’ He moreover fent Hadjee Mahummud Seiftani and 
Tirdi Beg to Delhi, with aflurances of his loyalty and abfolute 
obedience to the king’s royal pleafure. 


In the mean time, Shabuldien Ahmed Chan finding the king 
difpofed to protect him, and to hear accufations againft Byram 
Chan, gave a loofe to his tongue one day in public againft that 
minifter. He was joined by the whole court, whom he had 
previoufly attached to his intereft. In fhort, fo many crimes 
were alledged againft Byram Chan, particularly his defigns in 
favor of Abul Cafim, the fon of Mirza Cameran, that the king 
was alarmed and thought it neceffary to curtail his authority. 
When therefore Hadjee Mahummud and Tirdi Beg arrived, in- 
ftead of being admitted to an audience, they were immediately 
imprifoned. 


This 
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This breach between the king and Byram Chan, is related 


Tranfa€ions With other particulars by Abul Fazil. One day at Agra, fays 


at court. 


that great man, one of the king’s elephants in the rutting feafon, 
attacked an elephant of Byram Chan and killed him. Byram, 
for this offence, commanded that the keeper of the king’s ele- 
phants fhould be put to death, without giving any notice to the 
fultan. Akbar was greatly difpleafed with this piece of cruelty, 
e{fpecially when he found that the poor man was innocent, 
having loft all his command over the outrageous animal. Soon 
after, continues Abul Fazil, as Byram Chan was taking his 
pleafure in a barge on the river, one of the elephants, which 
had been carried down to the water, run furioufly againft the 
barge, and had almoft funk it, before, by the uncommon efforts 
of the rider, he was brought to obedience. The minifter, na- 
turally of a fufpicious and unforgiving temper, imagined that 
thefe were actually plots laid againft his life; and he publickly 
petitioned the king to punifh the rider of the elephant. The 
king, to appeafe Byram, and to remove all fufpicions, ordered 
that the elephant-rider fhould be fent to him, to be punithed at 
difcretion. But Byram, either to make an example to others, or 
to gratify his refentment again{ft the innocent man, who might 
even be faid to have faved his life, ordered him alfo to be put 
to death. 


The king was highly incenfed by thefe two inftances of Byram’s 
prefumption and cruelty. His difpleafure became vifible to the 
court; and there were not wanting many, who made it their 
bufinefs by private infinuations, to encreafe his refentment. The 
king, at length, came to the refolution of depriving Byram of 
the reins of government, which required fome delicacy in the 
prefent fituation of affairs. Some authors mention a fcheme 
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fuggefted to Akbar by his nurfe *, upon this occafion, to get 
pofieffion of the feals which were in Byram Chan’s pofiefiion. 
They alfo fay, that fhe difcovered to him that minifter’s defign 
to confine him, which fhe had accidentally heard, in a converfa- 
tion between Byram and the queen-mother. This, fay they, 
was the circumftance that determined Akbar to leave Agra. 
Abul Fazil mentions nothing of this affair; for that hiftorian 
informs us, with greater probability, that the whole was con- 
certed between Adam Chan and Mahim Anigah, on the part of 
the young king, who now began to be tired of a tutor, and 
thought he was capable of acting for himfelf. But to return 
from this digreflion. 


When it became public that the deputies from Byram Chan 
had been imprifoned by the king, every body predicted the ruin 
of the minifter, and endeavoured to fhake him off as faft as poffi- 
ble. They flocked daily to Akbar by hundreds to Delhi. That 
young prince immediately iffued a proclamation throughout the 
empire, that he had taken the adminiftration upon himfelf, and 
that henceforth no orders, but his own, fhould be obeyed, Byram 
Chan being difmiffed from the regency. 


Shaw Abul Mali, who had been confined in Lahore, having 
before this time found means ta efcape, went to Cummal Chan 
the Gicker, and engaged him in an expedition againft Cafhmire ; 
but they were defeated with great flaughter. Mali flying to 
Debalpoor, joined himfelf with Bahadur Chan Seiftani, and ftir- 
red him up to rebel: but Bahadur Chan, repenting of his refolu- 
tion, a quarrel enfued between them, and Abul Mali was 
driven to Sind. From that place he fled to Guzerat, and from 


* This was fhe that the king went to vifit at Delhi. 
thence 
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thence to Jionpoor, from whence Chan Ziman, by the order of 
Byram Chan, fent him prifoner to Agra. He was fent to per- 
petual imprifonment in the fort of Biana. 


Byram Chan, finding that he had no farther hopes from the 
king, began to form a refolution of going to Malava, to reduce 


that country, and found an independant kingdom. To accom- 


plifh his purpofe, he proceeded to Biana, and called Bahadur Chan 
and other Omrahs, who had been fent upon the expedition to 
Malava before him. But perceiving that he was deferted by 
thofe Omrahs, in whom he placed his chief confidence, he began 
to defpair of fucceeding in that enterprize. He, therefore, re- 
leafed Abul Mali from his confinement, intending by his affiftt- 
ance and that of Chan Ziman, to attack the Patans of Bengal, 
and to fix himfelf in that kingdom. But before he had pro- 
ceeded many days on this {cheme, he changed his refolution, and 
took the way of Nagore, with a defign to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca; upon which, Bahadur Chan, Kika Chan, and many 
other Omrahs, who had determined to follow his fortunes, took 
leave of him. But fo irrefolute was the unfortunate Byram be- 
come, at a time too when firmnefs, conftancy, and perfeverance 
were abfolutely neceflary, that, like a perfon infatuated, he had 
no fooner reached Nagore, after having loft all his friends, 
than he changed again his refolution of going to Mecca, and be- 
gan to affemble troops, with a view to conquer Punjab. 


When the king was informed of this new fcheme of Byram’s, 
he fent Meer Abdul Latif Shufvini, his own preceptor, with a 
meffage to him to the following purpofe. << Till now our mind 
has been taken up with our education, and the amufements of 
youth, and it was our royal pleafure, that you fhould be refpon- 
fible for our empire. But as it is now our intention to govern 
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our people, by our own judgment and. pleafure, let our well- 
wither contra¢t his fkirts from the bufinefs of the world, and re- 
tire to Mecca, without thirfting after vanity and ambition.” 


Byram Chan, upon receiving this letter, profeffed paffive obe- 
dience, and fent his enfigns of ftate, elephants, banners and 
drums, by the hand of Huffen Kulli Beg Zul Kudder, to the 
king. He then returned to Nagore, to prepare for Mecca, being 
now abandoned by all his friends, except Willi Beg Zul Kuddur, 
Tfmaiel Kulli Chan, Shaw Kulli Chan Merhum, Haffen Chan 
Tughlich, Shech Gaddai, and Chaja Muziffer Alli Jurbutti, the 
reft having joined theking. Among the latter, was Abul Mali, 
who, coming up to Akbar when hunting, neglected to difmount, 
when he made his obeifance, for which he was immediately 
confined. 





Byram Chan having proceeded on his pilgrimage as far as 
Bickanere, repented of his refolution, and returned again to Na- 
gore, where he began to aflemble troops. The king being in- 
formed of that proceeding, marched to Jidger. Mulla Pier 
Mahummud, being now returned from his banifhment, to which 
he had been condemned by Byram Chan, was thought a proper 
perfon to carry on the war againft him. He was accordingly 
dignified with titles by the king, and fent with an army to- 
wards Nagore. The king, in the mean time, returned to Delhi, 
and {ent orders to Monim Chan, at Cabul, to repair to court. 
Byram Chan, upon the approach of Pier Mahummud Chan, 
fet out for Punjab, and was clofely purfued by that Omrah. 
When he arrived at the fort of Tibberhind, he threw all his bag- 
gage into that place, which was commanded by one of his ad- 
herents, by name Shere Mahummud; but this traitor no fooner 
had got Byram’s effeéts into the place, than he began to reckon 
Vor. II. Gg upon 
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upon them as his own, and turned out the guard which the un- 
fortunate minifter had fent to take charge of his baggage. Byram 
Chan fet out from thence for Debalpoor, which was then 
governed by one of his old friends, Dirvefh Mahummud Ufbeck. 
When he came near the place, he fent his fecretary, Chaja Mu- 
ziffer Ali, to wait upon him, but that ungrateful man, pretend- 
ing to be affronted at Byram’s requeft, confined the fecretary, 
and fent him tothe king. Byram Chan, who had conceived 
great hopes from his friendfhip, was aftonifhed at a behaviour fo 
common to men in adverfity, and fet out, in great perturbation 
of mind, towards Jallender. 


The king had, by this time, recalled Pier Mahummud Chan, 
and appointed Chan Azim to reduce Punjab, and to quell the 
rebellion of Byram Chan. Chan Azim coming up foon after 
with Byram Chan, at Matchiwarrah, a battle enfued, which was 
maintained with great bravery on both fides; Chan Azim’s line 
being broke by the enemy: but at length, feveral of Byram 
Chan’s principal officers being killed, he was defeated, and 
obliged to fly to the mountains of Sewalic. 


After this victory, the king appointed Chaja Abdul Mugid 
Hirrivi to the government of Delhi, by the title of Afiph Chan, 
and marched in perfon to Lahore. When Akbar had reached 
Ludhana, Munim Chan met him, in his way from Cabul, and 
being gracioufly received, was honoured with the title of Chan 
Chanan, and made prime minifter of the empire. 


The king’s army having advanced near the mountains of 
Sewalic, a detachment of light horfe entered the hills, where the 
Zemiundars of that country, had convened in fupport of Byram 
Chan to guard the paffles: but they were driven from poft to poft, 

upon 
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upon which, Byram Chan, in great diftrefs, fent his flave Jem- 
mal Chan to the prefence, to reprefent his unfortunate fituation, 
and to implore the king’s mercy. 


Akbar immediately difpatched Mulla Abdulla Sultanpuri, 
with affurances of his clemency, and to bring the unhappy Byram 
to court. Accordingly, in the month of Ribbi ul Sani, he was 
received, at fome diftance from the camp, by a confiderable 
number of Omrahs, whom the king had ordered to meet him. 
He was brought into the prefence with every poffible mark of 
favor and diftinction. When he appeared within fight of the 
king, he hung his turban round his neck, and fuddenly advancing, 
threw himfelf, in tears, at the foot of the throne. The king 
inftantly ftretched forth his hand, ordered him to rife, and placed 
him in his former ftation, at the head of the Omrahs. To difpel 
at once his uneafinefs and grief, the king honored him with a 
{plendid chelat ; and fpoke to him after the following manner. 
‘ If Byram Chan loves a military life, he fhall have the govern- 
ment of Calpé and Chinderi, in which he may exercife his 
martial genius: if he chufes rather to remain at court, our favor 
fhall not be wanting to the great benefactor of our family: but 
fhould devotion engage the foul of Byram to perform a pilgri- 
mage to Mecca, he fhall be efcorted in a manner {uitable to his 
dignity.” 


Byram Chan replied: ‘* The royal confidence and friendfhip 
for me, muft be now diminifhed; nay, they are paft the hopes 
of recovery. Why then fhouldI remain in the prefence? The 
clemency of the king is enough for me, and his forgivenefs for m y 
late errors, a fufficient reward for my former fervices. Let then 
the unfortunate Byram turn his face from this world to another, 
and purfue his pilgrimage to Mecca.” The king affented to his 
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requeft, and ordered a proper retinue for him with 50,000 ru- 
pees a year, to fupport his dignity. Byram foon after took 
leave of the king, who with a few attendants left the camp and 
went to Agra. 


Byram Chan took the way of Guzerat, with an intention to 
proceed by fea to Mecca. When he arrived in the fuburbs of 
the city of Guzerat, which was then governed by Mufi Chan 
Lodi, on the part of Adctemad Chan fovereign of the country, 
he was accofted by Mubarick Chan Lohani, whofe father in 
the battle with Himu, Byram Chan had killed. The wretch 
pretended to embrace the unfufpecting Byram, drew a dagger 
and bafely ftabbed him to the heart. A mob of Afgans fell 
immediately upon Byram’s retinue, and plundered them. This 
murder happened on the 24th of Jimmud ul Awil, in the 968th 
of the Higerah. 





SECTION III 


The Tranfa€tions of AKBAR from the Death of Byram 
Cuan, to the total Defeat of the rebellious Ussecx 
Omrahs. 


OWARDS the clofe of the year 968, Sultan Akbar ap- 

pointed Adam Chan and Pier Mahummud to command 
an army deftined for the conqueft of Malava. Bas Bahadur in 
whofe hands that country was then, fpent his time in luxurious 





pleafures at Saringpoor, when he was informed of the expe- 
dition which the Moguls meditated againft him: but the enemy 
had 
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had advanced within ten crores of his capital, before he could 
prevail with himfelf to quit the pillows of indolence; and then 
in the beft manner the time and his own confufion would per- 
mit, he prepared for action. But the bold Chigittai upon the 
firft onfet fhook his order of battle, and fent him with ftream- 
ing eyes and a broken heart towards Burhanpoor. 


Adam Chan after the victory diftributed the ípoil and the 
governments of Malava among his Omrahs, referving the trea- 
fure, royal enfigns, and the ladies of the Haram for himfelf. 
He fent nothing except a few elephants to the king of what 
was cuftomary on thofe occafions. Akbar fearing from this 








behaviour, that he entertained treafonable intentions, put the 
royal ftandard in motion towards him. When the imperial 
enfigns appeared before Shakeran, the governor of that fort on 
the part of Bas Bahadur, delivered it up to the king. The 
Sultan from thence made a fudden excurfion by night, and in the 
morning arrived before Saringpoor. He met Adam Chan com- 
ing out with an intention to befiege Shakeran: he permitted 
that Omrah to pay his refpects, and then he carried him back 
to the city. Adam Chan fufpecting the king’s difpleafure and 
the caufe of his vifit, laid all the treafure and fpoil at his feet: 
he excufed himfelf by alledging, that he referved every thing 
till he fhould have the honour of prefenting them to Akbar in 
perfon. ‘The king faw through his defigns, but preferring cle- 
mency to rigour, he drew the pen of forgivenefs over his crime. 


The king foon after returned towards Agra; hunting one day 
on the way near Narvar, a great royal tygrefs with five young 
ones took the road before him. Akbar advanced to the anitnal, 
while his retinue ftood trembling with fear and aftonifhment to 
behold the event. The king having meditated his blow, fpurred 
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on his horfe towards the fierce tygrefs, whofe eyes flamed with 
rage, and with one {troke of his fabre, cut her acrofs the loins 
and f{tretched her dead upon the ground. The Omrahs who 
were prefent, in excefs of joy, ran to kifs his royal ftirrup, and 
offer up their thanks to God for his prefervation. 


The king having remained fome months at Agra, Sheri Chan 
the fon of Mahummud Shaw Adili, with 40,000 horfe, advan- 
ced from Bengal to reduce the province of Jionpoor. He was 
oppofed by Chan Ziman with 12,000 horfe, and received a total 
defeat. Bahadur Chan the brother of Chan Ziman, diftinguithed 
himfelf in a very particular manner in this action; fo that the 
two brothers were efteemed the boldeft warriors of the age: 
but reckoning too much on their fervices, they neglected to 
fend to the king the elephants which they had taken in the 
battle, which were always confidered as royal property. 


The king, though he gave to the brothers all due praife for 
their valour, would by no means permit any violation of his laws 
or encroachment upon his prerogative: this determined him to 
march towards Jionpoor, but when he had arrived at Kurrah, 
the brothers, fenfible of his refolution and their own mifbeha- 
viour, advanced to congratulate him with all the fpoils which 
they had taken, and other fuitable prefents. The king, whofe 
generofity and clemency could be only equalled by his {pirit, 
returned all, except what belonged properly to the exchequer. 
At the fame time he gave them a gentle reproof for their negle&, 
and afterwards engaged their affections by his princely bounty 
and gracious favour. The king returning to Agra, on the third 
day’s march gave the brothers permiflion to go back to Jion- 
poor. 


By 
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By the time that the king had reached Agra, Chan Azim 


viceroy of Punjab, and Adam Chan governor of Malava, arrived 
at court according to orders, with fuitable prefents. The king 
gave the government of Malava to Pier Mahummud Chan, and 
the office of prime minifter to Chan Azim. 


The king after thefe tranfactions in the year 969, made a 
progrefs to Ajmere, to vifit the fhrine of Chaja Moin ul Dien: 
when Akbar arrived at Sumbre, Raja Birbil of that country gave 
his daughter to him in marriage, and lifted himfelf and his fon 
Bowan Dafs, among the number of the king’s Omrahs. When 
Akbar had reached Ajmere, and had performed his devotions, 
he fent Mirza Shirrif ul dein Huffein, governor of Ajmere, to 
inveft the fort of Mertah, which was in the territories of Raja 
Maldeo of Marwar. He himfelf returned in three days and 
nights, with a retinue of fix perfons only to Agra, which was a 
diftance of more than one hundred and thirty crores. 





Mirza Huffein having advanced near Mertah, Jig Jal and 
Dewan Dafs, who were principal Omrahs of that country, 
threw a detachment into the place and prepared for a fiege. 
Mirza Huffein invefted the fort, and began to carry on his ap- 
proaches. Ina few days he extended one of his mines under a 
baftion, and {prung it, by which a practicable breach was made. 
He advanced in perfon with a felect body of troops to the affault, 
while the enemy bravely filled the breach to oppofe him. Tho’ 
freth fupplies of troops mounted from time to time, they were 
fo warmly received, that Huffein was obliged to found a retreat, 
and the next morning he found that the breach was filled up by 
theRajaputs, whohad continued to work, notwithftanding the fire 
he had kept up the whole night. The fiege being prolonged 
for fome months, the brave garrifon were unable to hold out 

longer 
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61. longer, and defired to capitulate; their requeft was granted, 


and the terms were, that they fhould march out with all their 
arms and horfes. 


Jig Jal according to thefe terms left all his money and effects, 
and marched forth; but Dewan Dafs, who had been averfe to 
the capitulation, collected five hundred of the garrifon together, 
and having burnt all their effects, they rufhed out of the place. 
Mirza Huffein having heard of this breach of the capitulation, 
ordered them to be attacked, and the Rajaputs on the other hand 
fought with fuch valour, that they cut their way through 
the Mogul army with the lofs of two hundred and fifty of 
their number. Among the flain was Dewan Dafs, whofe head 
his friends carried away when they faw him mortally wounded, 
that it might not fall into the hands of the enemy. Mirza 
Huffein after having poffeffed himfelf of the fort, wrote an 
account of his victory to the king, and was honoured with par- 
ticular favours. 


Pier Mahummud Chan *, a man of refolution, took up his 
refidence in Shadi-abad-mendu, and carried on the war with 
Bas Bahadur with fuch fuccefs, that he entirely pofieffed him- 
felf of his dominions. He took the ftrong fort of Bijanagur, 
and put all the garrifon to the fword, as they obliged him to 
rifqgue an affault. Bas Bahadur having taken protection under 
the governor of Brampoor on the borders of Chandez, he fome- 
times by the aid of that Omrah, made incurfions into the 
territories of Malava, and kept the country in a ftate of hofti- 
lity. Pier Mahummud Chan was obliged to march againft 
Brampoor, and having taken it, ordered a cruel maflacre of all 
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the inhabitants, among whom was a number of philofophers 
and learned men, who refided in the place. 


Before Mahummud had left this place, Bas Bahadur having 
prevailed upon Miran Mubarick Shaw and Tiffal Chan, the 
former prince of Candez, and the latter of Berar, to join him, 
advanced with a great army towards the Mogul, upon which he 
retreated to Bijanagur, his Omrahs being all averfe to engage. 
However he refolved to halt at Bijanagur contrary to all their 
Opinions, and to give battle to the enemy. He did it, but not 
being fupported by his officers, he was defeated, and being dif- 
mounted by a camel that attacked his horfe in croffing the rapid 
river Narbudda, he was drowned. The enemy continuing 
the purfuit, drove the Moguls from place to place, as far as 
Agra, without being able to make one ftand before them: fo 
that Bas Bahadur in the year g6g, recovered his whole domi- 
nions of Malava. 


The king immediately after this difafter, appointed Abdulla 
Chan Ufbeck governor of Calpee, to carry on the war againft 
Bas Bahadur. This Omrah drove him a fecond time out of his 
country among the mountains of Comilmere. Abdulla Chan 
pofiefled himfelf of Mindu, and fixed his refidence in that city. 


Seid Beg the fon of Mufum Beg Suffavi, abfolute agent 
for the king of Perfia, arrived much about this time at the court 
of Agra, in the character of an ambaflador, with valuable pre- 
fents, and received a prefent for himfelf of two lacks of rupees 
from the king. 


Chan Azim Atkah Chan had by this time acquired great 
influence in his minifterial office. Adam Chan envying his great- 
Vor. II. Hh nefs, 
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nefs, attempted to bring about his ruin, as fome courtiers had 
before done that of Byram Chan: but the intrigues of Adam 
were difcovered, and his calumnies reverted upon his own head. 
Stung with difappointed malice, he at laft determined to act the 
affaffin himfelf. He accordingly one day in the audience cham- 
ber, while the minifter was reading the Koran, ftabbed him 
under pretence that he took no notice of the falutation which 
Adam made him at his entrance, though he well knew, that at 
fuch a time it was not cuftomary to make or return any compli- 
ments. Adam after having committed this horrid murder, 
afcended one of the terraces, and ftood there in hopes of the 
king’s pardon, though he might pofflibly have efcaped. 


The king who had been afleep in the Haram, hearing the 
noife that was made on this occafion, afked the caufe. When 
they informed him of what had happened, he arofe, and without 
changing his fleeping drefs, went up to the terrace in a great 
rage. He was ftruck with horror when he faw the blood of his 
Vizier. Having approached the murderer with a fword in his 
hand, he drew it half out, but reflecting upon his own dignity, 
he returned it again into the fcabbard, and fternly afked the 
affaffin, Why have you killed my Vizier? The wretch, fearing 
that the king was going to kill him, feized his hands. This 
behaviour fo enraged Akbar, that difengaging himfelf, he ftruck 
him a blow with his fift, and ftretched him fenfelefs at his feet. 
In this rage he ordered one of his attendants to throw the 
wretch over the wall, which was forty guzes * in heighth. 
Mahim Anigah, this unfortunate man’s father, died with grief 
about a month after, and Monim Chan who was an abettor of 
the affaffination of the Vizier, fled to Lahore, where he was 
feized and fent to Agra: but as the proofs againift him were not 


* A guze is about a yard Englifh. 
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fufficient, he was acquitted by the king, and had afterwards the 
addrefs to work himfelf into favour. 


“43 
A. D. 1562. 
Higer. 970. 


The king conferred all the honours and eftates of his father The Gickers 


upon Mirza Aziz, the eldeft fon of the deceafed Vizier, except- 
ing the offices of the Vizarit and Vakilit *. Sultan Adam prince 
of the Gickers, difturbing the peace of Punjab, the Omrahs of 
that country were ordered to reduce him, and place Kummal 
Chan one of the fame nation, upon the mufnud. Kummal Chan 
had been once miraculoufly preferved from death. Selim Shaw 
ordered a prifon, wherein he was at Gualier, with fome hun- 
dreds of Gickers who had been taken prifoners, to be blown up 
with gunpowder. This was done, and Kummal was thrown to 
{ome diftance, without receiving any confiderable hurt. The 
fame year Kummal Chan by the aid of the Omrahs marched 
again{ft the Gickers, reduced that fierce nation, and took Sultan 
Adam prifoner. 


Chaja Moin the father of Shirrif ul Dein Huffein, came about 
this time from Turkeftan to Lahore: he was there met by his 
fon and brought to Agra, the king himfelf going out to con- 
gratulate him, as he was of the race of Chaja Shakear nafir ul 
Dein Abdulla, one of the greateft faints in Turkeftan. Not long 
after theie tranfactions, Mirza Huffein either ftruck with mad- 
nefs, or fome unknown apprehenfions, fled to Ajmere with all 
his forces. ‘This revolt occafioned great difturbances in that 
country, to quell which Huffein Kulli Chan ul Kuddir, the ne- 
phew of Byram Chan, was nominated to the government of 
Nagore, and ordered to proceed thither with a great force. 
Mirza Huffein having received intelligence of his march, left 


* The Vizarit and Vakilit are often joined in the fame perfon, but the latter is reckoned 
the firft office in the emrire. 
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Ajmere in charge of one of his friends, and retreated to Jalore 
on the frontiers of Guzerat. Huffein Kulli Chan proceeded to 
Ajmere, and poffeffed himfelf of that place by capitulation. 


Shaw Abul Mali, who had been releafed from his confinement 
upon promife of proceeding to Mecca, hearing of the rebellion 
of Mirza Huffein on the way, returned and joined him. He 
marched by his command with a body of horfe towards Nar- 
noul, and there committed hoftilities. Huffein Kulli Chan 
detached Ahmed Beg and Eufuph Beg againft him, while he 
marched in perfon againft Mirza Huffein. Shaw Abdul Mali 
lay in ambufh for the troops which were fent againft him. 
They fell into the {nare and were defeated with great flaughter, 
the two generals being flain in the a¢tion. 


The king at that time taking the diverfion of hunting at 
Muttra, received intelligence of the defeat of his troops, and 
{ent another army againft Mali. The rebel fled before the im- 
perial forces to Punjab, and from thence to Mirza Mahummud 
Hakim, the king’s brother at Cabul. Hakim gave to Mali his. 
fifter in marriage, and raifed him to the firft office in that king- 
dcm, for which he by that time paid little or no homage to 
Akbar. 


The ungrateful rcfugee, however, had not been many months 
in flation, before he afpired to the kingdom of Cabul, and bafely 
affaffinated Mirza Mahummud Hakim’s mother, his own mo- 
ther-in-law, who was a woman of uncommon abilities, and 
might with truth be faid to have ruled that kingdom. He then 
pretended to act as regent for the young prince, who was {till 
in his minority, with a view to get rid of him as foon as he 
could conciliate matters with the Omrahs. In the mean time 


Mirza 
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Mirza Soliman, prince of Buduchfhin, came againft him, and 
cut off the opening flower of his ambition, by depriving him of 
his life. Mirza Sherrif ul dein Huffein having heard of the reticat 
of Shaw Abul Mali, fled to Ahmedabad, in Guzerat. 


The king, about this time, made a progrefs towards Delhi. 
As he was paffing by the college of Mahim Annigah, a flave of 
the rebel Mirza Huffein, by name Kuttlick Fowlad, who had 
been fent to affaffinate the king, fixed an arrow in his bow and 
pointed it towards the fky. The royal retinue, imagining that 
the villain was going to fhoot at fome bird flying overhead, gazed 
upward: he immediately lowered his aim to the king, who was 
at fome diftance upon his elephant, and let fly his arrow, which 
lodged itfelf fome inches deep in Akbar’s fhoulder. In a moment 
a thoufand {words were drawn, and the people cut one another, 
each anxious to kill the aflafflin, who was in a moment hewn to 
pieces. The furgeons being called, the arrow was, with great 
difficulty, extracted on the place, before all the people ; the king 
not fhrinking once at the operation : in about ten days the wound 
was clofed up, Akbar returned to Agra, and foon after appointed 
Afaph Chan Herdi Suba of Kurrah and Maneckpoor. 


The king did not reft many days at Agra, before he fet out for 
Narvar to hunt elephants. He had ordered Abdulla Chan 
Ufbeck, governor of Malava, to fend his trained elephants to af- 
fift in this amufement, which he neglected to do. The king 
was very much enraged at his difobedience, and made a fudden 
incurfion into Malava, though the periodical rains were at their 
heighth. Mahummud Calin Chan Neifhapuri, governor of 
Saringpoor, joined the king by the way. When Akbar had 
reached Ugein, Abdulla Chan, with all his forces and treafure, 
fied to Guzerat: the king purfued him about twenty-five crores, 
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Higer. ' 7+ with a {mall body of cavalry: the rebel ftood his ground, and 
fought with fuch fuccefs, that Akbar thought proper to return 
from the purfuit to Mindu, where he furveyed the buildings 

The king of erected there by the princes of the race of Chillige. While 

oars in Akbar remained in that city, Mira Mubarick Shaw, king of 


the decan, 


wpmitsto Chandez paid him homage, and gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage. The king conferred the government of Malava upon 


Shirra Bahadur, and returned towards his capital. 


The king, upon the way, near the village of Sipiri, fell in 
with a great herd of wild elephants. He ordered his cavalry to 
furround them, and he drove them, with great difficulty, into a 
kedda or fold conftructed for that purpofe : one of the male ele- 
phants, of a prodigious fize, finding himfelf confined, ftrode over 
the ditch, bore down the wall and the pallifadoes before him, 
and made his way intothe plain. Three trained elephants were 
fent after him: he ftood to fight, and before they could overcome 
and take him, he afforded very great diverfion to the king ; who 
was remarkably fond of the boifterous contention of thofe enor- 
mous animals. 


Tranfaétions In the year 972, Chaja Moazim, the brother of Chuli Begum, 
— and hufband to the king’s aunt, for fome impropriety of beha- 





viour, was thrown into prifon, where he died. The fame year, 
the old fort of Agra, which was built of brick, was demolithed, 
and the foundation of the new one of red freeftone laid; and 
though a great and magnificent work, was finifhed in four 
years. 


‘The Ufbeck By the intrigues of Abdulla Chan, the Ufbeck, there was a 
Omrahsrebel. report propagated, that the king, on his account, had taken a 
diflike to all the Ufbeck race, and propofed to confine all the 


Omrahs 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


Omrahs of that nation who were in his fervice. ‘This calumny 
gained fo much credit, that Secunder Chan, Ibrahim Chan 
Ufbeck, and others, who had governments about Jionpoor and 
Behar, turned their heads from obedience, and drew over Chan 
Ziman, Bahadur Chan, and Shubiani Chan to their party: 
Afaph Chan Hirrevi, who held the government of Kurrah, on 
account of fome difputes with the collector of the king’s revenues, 
took part in their rebellion. In a fhort time, their army con- 
fifted of thirty thoufand horfe, with which they poffefled them- 
felves of all the territories near Behar and Jionpoor. 


News of this rebellion being brought to the king, he feemed 
to take no notice of it. He ordered his troops to attend him on 
a hunting party towards Narvar, in the oppofite direction to the 
enemy. He accordingly employed himfelf in taking elephants 
for fome days; during which time, Afherif Chan, a {cribe, was 
fent privately to Secunder Chan, to endeavor to bring him over 
from his faction. Lafhkar Chan Bukfhi, was fent with a great 
body of horfe to feize the treafures of Afaph Chan, upon whom 
the king had a large demand, which was the fole caufe of that 
Omrah’s rebellion, 
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five thoufand, and obtained the government of Kurrah and 
Maneckpoor, he obtained permiffion of the king to fubdue a 
country called Gurrah or Kattuck, lying between the provinces 
of Rintimpore, Malava, Behar and the Decan. At that time, the 
kingdom of Gurrah * was governed by a queen, whofe name 
was Durgautti, famous for her beauty and accomplifhments : 
her dominions were about one hundred and fifty crores in length, 


* Now part of Orifla and Bundel-cund. 
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and about fifty in breadth: yet fo flourifhing was the country, 
that in this fimall tract, there were about feventy thoufand towns 
and villages well inhabited; which had the good fortune never 
to have fallen under the dominion of foreigners. 


Afaph Chan, having heard of the riches of this country, dif- 
turbed the peaceable inhabitants, unaccuftomed to the found of 
war, with conftant depredations ; he at length marched againft 
them with fix thoufand horfe, and about double that number of 
infantry. The queen, with fifteen hundred elephants, eight 
thoufand horfe and fome foot, prepared to oppofe him. Likea 
bold Heroine fhe led on her troops to action, cloathed in armour, 
with a helmet upon her head, mounted in a howdar, on an ele- 
phant, with her bow and quiver lying by her fide, and a burnifhed 
lance inherhand. ‘Though her troops had not been accuftomed 
to action, the love of liberty, and the example of their queen, 
infpired every breaft with a lion’s courage. ‘Their eagernefs to 
engage, made them march in diforder towards the enemy, which 
the queen obferving, commanded them to halt, and forming 
her line anew, gave her troops ftri&t orders to march on 
flowly, as compact as poffible, and to obferve the fignal to engage, 
when it fhould be difplayed from the elephant of the royal 
{tandard. 


In this manner fhe received the enemy, whom fhe quickly re- 
pulfed, and prefling upon them, laid fix hundred Mahommedan 
horfemen dead on the field ; fhe purfued the reft till the evening, 
with great flaughter. When night came on, the queen halted 
with her army, and gave them orders to wath and refrefh them- 
felves, that they might be prepared for a night attack upon the 
enemy, .before they could recover from their confternation. But 
her vizier, and the reft of her chiefs, lefs daring, and confe- 

3 quently 
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quently lefs prudent than this heroine, oppofed this falutary mea- 
fure, and feditioufly infifted on returning to the field of battle to 
bury their friends. She, accordingly, returned unwillingly ; and, 
after the dead were burnt, again addreffed her chiefs, and foli- 
cited them, one by one, to accompany her to ftorm the Mahom- 
medan camp: none of them, however, had the fpirit to fecond 
her in this daring enterprize. They vainly imagined, that the 
enemy would of their own accord evacuate the country. 


The Omrahs of Gurrah, foon found that they were fatally 
fruftrated in their hopes. Afaph Chan, to wipe away the dif- 
grace which he fuftained the day before, and finding what enemy 
he had to deal with, advanced in the morning towards the queen, 
with his artillery ; which, in the preceding ation, he had left 
behind him, on account of the badnefs of the roads. The queen, 
upon Afaph’s approach, advanced to a narrow pafs, and prepared 
tooppefe him. ‘The Mogul, {couring the pafs with his artillery, 
{oon opened to himfelf a way into the plain beyon it, where the 
queen's army were drawn up in order of battle. Raja Bier Shaw, 
the queen’s fon, a young prince of great hopes, as foon as the 
Mahommedan army came into the plain, made a refolute charge, 
and exhibited prodigies of valour. He repulfed the enemy 
twice, but in the third attack, being wounded, he became faint 
with lofs of blood. When he was juft falling from his horfe, his 
mother, who was mounted on an elephant in the front of the 
battle, obferved her fon ready to expire. She immediately called 
to fome of her people to carry him back to the rear ; many of 
them accordingly crowded around him, fome with a friendly in- 
tention to ferve him, but more to have an opportunity to quit the 
field. ‘The lofs of the Raja, in fhort, together with the retreat 
of fo many with his body, ftruck a pannic into the reft, fo that 
the unfortunate queen was left with only three hundred men in 

VOOr. II. I i the 
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in the field. The heroine, however, feemed no ways affected 
by her defperate fituation ; fhe ftood her ground with her former 
fortitude, till fhe received an arrowin her eye; fhe endeavoured 
to extricate it from the wound, but as fhe tugged it, part of the 
{teel broke fhort, and remained behind. In the mean time, 
another arrow paffed through her neck, which the alfo drew out, 
but nature finking under the pain, a dimnefs fwam before her 
eyes, and fhe began to nod from fide to fide of the howdar *. 
She, however, recovered from her fainting by degrees; and a 
brave officer of her houfhold, by name Adhar, who drove her 
elephant, fingly repulfed numbers of the enemy whitherfoever he 
turned the outragious animal; begged permiffion, as the day was 
now irretrievable, to carry the queen from the field. She re- 
jected the propofal with a noble difdain: <‘ It is true, faid the, 
we are overcome in war, but fhall we ever be vanquifhed in 
honor ? Shall we, for the fake of a lingering ignominious life, lofe 
that reputation and virtue which we have been fo folicitous to ac- 
quire? No: your gratitude now repay that fervice for which 
I lifted up your head, and which I now require at your hands. 
Hafte, I fay; let your dagger fave me from the crime of putting 


a period to my own exiftence.” 


Adhar burft into.tears, and begged, that as the elephant was 
{wift of foot, he might be permitted to leave the field, and carry 
her to a place of fafety. In the mean time, the queen, finding 
that the enemy crowded faft around her, and that fhe muft be 
taken prifoner, fhe, fuddenly leaning forward, feized the dagger 
of Adhar, and plunging it into her bofom, expired. The death of 
the queen, rendered Afaph Chan’s victory compleat. Six 
Hindoo chiefs, upon their elephants, {till ftood firm : and afhamed 


* A wooden tower on the back of the elephant, 
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of being outdone by a woman, dedicated their lives to revenge the 
death of the queen. 


Afaph Chan, a few days after this battle, laid fiege to Joragur, 
where all the treafures of this noble family had been for ten ge- 
nerations depofited. ‘The hopes of gain rendered the Moguls 
defperate; they begun to attack the fort with uncommon refolu- 
tion, till the place was taken. ‘The young Raja, bravely exert- 
ing what little {trength he had left, loft his life in defence of his 
independence and kingdom. ‘The unfortunate garrifon, accord- 
ing to their barbarous cuftom, had performed the joar*. This 
dreadful ceremony was performed after this manner: a houfe 
was filled with wood, ftraw and oil; the unfortunate victims were 
forced in, and fire fet to the horrid pile. When the bloody con- 
querors, who had brought this dreadful calamity upon the mifer- 
able Hindoos, entered the place, they found two women ftill alive, 
and untouched by the flames; one of them was called Camela- 
willi, the fifter of the deceafed queen, and the other the daughter 
of the Raja of Biragur, who had been brought to be efpoufed by 
the young Raja of Gurrah. Thefe two ladies were referved by 
Afaph Chan, for the king. The riches of Joragur, in gold, 
filver, jewels and precious effets were invaluable ; of gold alone, 
there were found, in one treafury, one hundred and one chefts 
of mhers. When Afaph Chan had glutted his avarice and 
ambition with the blood and treafure of this brave, though peace- 
able family, he took up his refidence in that country. His view 
was to maintain his conqueft agaift the king; and he, therefore, 
did not return to his government of Kurrah. That avarice, which 
prompted him to this public robbery, prevented him from pre- 
fenting the king with his part of the plunder. Outof a thoufand 


* The joar, is a general maflacre of the women and children. 
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elephants, which he had taken, though all fhould fall to the 
fhare of the king, he fent him only two hundred of the worft, 
and fent no part of the jewels and treafure. It was thercfore 
this juft demand which the king had upon Afapnh, that made 
that ambitious Omrah join in rebellion with the difaffected 
Uibecks. 


The king having found that Lafhkar Chan could effet nothing 
againit Afaph, he determined to march in perfon into Gurrah. 
Having therefore left Narvar, he continued his rout for fome days 
towards Gurrah. Akbar being feized with a fever on account 
of the heat, which in that fandy foil was exceffive, he returned 
to Agra, difpatching Shahim Chan Sellaori, Shaw Biddai Chan, 
Mahummud Amin, and other Omrahs, againft Secunder Chan, 
by whom they were defeated, and the two laft taken prifoners. 
The king apprized of this difafter, fent Menim Chan Chanan 
with an army fome days journey in front, and in the month of 
Shawal 973, followed in perfon with all the forces that he could 
raife. 


When the king had arrived at Kinnoge, he felected a body of 
horfe, and made an excurfion toward Lucknow, to furprize Se- 
cunder Chan, who was in that place: but Secunder Chan being 
informed of his approach evacuated Lucknow, and fled to 
Chan Ziman, with whom he croffed the Ganges. The king 
proceeding to Jionpoor, Afaph Chan fued for pardon, and by 
the mediation of Mudgenu Chan, was admitted to the prefence, 
and again reftored to favor, upon fettling his accounts concern- 


ing the plunder of Gurrah. 


A few days after Afaph Chan was detached with five thoufind 
chofen horfe, againft the enemy, He came to the ferry of Nir- 


bir, 
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hin, and was oppofed in crofiing the river, but inftead of mak- 
ing any difpofitions to gain the paflage, he fat down and paffed 
the time in riot and foolith negociations, for which he had no 
authority. The king being informed of Afaph’s negligence, 
{tripped him of his Jagier. Afaph with his brother Vizier 
Chan, relinquifhed his troops, and fet out with great expedition 
to Gurrah. 


The king fent Chan Chanan to take charge of the army which 
Afaph had forfaken; and the rebels in the mean time under 
Secunder Chan and Bahadur Chan croffed the Jumna, and raifed 
difturbances in the provinces between the rivers, while Chan 
Ziman oppofed the Imperial army at the Ganges. The king 
being informed of thefe motions, detached Shaw Biddaw Chan 
and other Omrahs, under the command of Meer Moaz ul Mu- 
luck, to ftop the progrefs of Bahadur Chan; but in the mean 
time Chan Ziman repenting of his difloyalty, fent a number of 
elephants and other prefents to the king, and Monim Chan 
interceeding for his pardon, the king was prevailed upon to 
receive him into favor, and draw the pen of oblivion over his 
crimes. He confirmed him in all his eftates and honors, which 


he had forfeited by his rebellion. 


Meer Moaz ul Muluck having come up with Secunder Chan 
and Bahadur Chan, was upon the point of engaging them, when 
he received a letter from Bahadur Chan, acquainting him that 
his brother Chan Ziman, had fent his mother with prefents to 
the king to intercede for pardon, and therefore that he would 
be glad to avoid extremities, till he heard the confequence of 
that negociation. Meer Mcaz ul Muluck, who had heard no- 
thing of this matter, thinking it to be a political fetch to gain 
time cr lull him to fecurity,. paid no regard to it, but drew out 

in 
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in order of battle. Secunder Chan who commanded the van 
of the rebel army, made the beft difpofition the time would 
permit to receive him, but was obliged to retreat with great lofs 
towards the body of the army, which by this time was formed 
by Bahadur Chan. The Iinperialifts, who from the flight of 
Secunder Chan, concluded the victory already their own, pur- 
fuing in an irregular manner, were received fo warmly by Ba- 
hadur Chan, that they were repulfed in turn, and would never 
more fhew their face to the purfuers, fo that the rebels gained a 
compleat victory and great fpoil. Meer Moaz ul Muluck fled 
with the fcattered remains of his army to Kinnoge. 


Akbar in the mean time as peace was concluded with Chan 
Ziman, went to take a view of the fortifications of Chinar and 
the city of Benaris. When the news of the late defeat of the 
Imperialifts arrived in the royal camp, Chan Ziman, though fo 
lately pardoned, being deftitute of every principle of gratitude, 
loyalty and honor, again deferted and took poffeffion of Ghazi- 
poor and the adjacent territories. The king enraged at this bafe- 
nefs, flew into a violent paffion with Chan Chanan, by whofe 
mediation he had pardoned Ziman, He immediately ordered 
Ziman’s mother to be confined, and with all expedition marched 
towards the traitor, who upon his approach fled to the hills. 
Bahadur Chan taking adyantage of the king’s abfence from Jion- 
poor, entered that place, and took the citadel by efcalade, where 
he releafed his mother, and confined Afnerif Chan the gover- 
nor, with all the principle perfons in the garrifon, 





The king hearing of the taking of Jionpoor, gave over the 
purfuit of Chan Ziman, and returning towards that city, iffued 
out orders to all the viceroys of the provinces to join him with 
all their forces, Upon Akbar’s approach, Bahadur Chan eva- 
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cuated Jionpoor and fled towards Benaris. Chan Ziman now 
feeing fuch preparations again{t him, in all the provinces which 
remained firm in their allegiance, began again to defpair of fuc- 
cefs, and had the confidence to addrefs the king a fecond time 
for pardon, which by a ftrange perverfion of policy, and an un- 
juftifiable act of clemency, or rather weaknefs in the king, he 
obtained, as well as a confirmation of all his eftates and honors. 
The king after paffing his royal word for all thefe favours, 
ordered Ziman to come to court: but the traitor excufed him- 
felf, by pretending that fhame for his paft offences would not 
permit him to appear in the prefence, till time thould erafe his 
behaviour from his majefty’s mind; that as foon as the king 
fhould return to Agra, both he and his brother Bahadur Chan, 
would accept the honor which the royal benevolence intended 
to confer upon them. 


It furprizes, it even difgufts the friends of the memory of the 
renowned Akbar, to find that he fhould admit of this excufe, or 
truft to the oath of a man already perjured: but the fincere 
mind of Akbar, could not fufpect in others that bafenefs which 
was a itranger to his own foul. He returned to Agra, and left 
this {nake to collect frefh poifon. When Akbar had arrived at 
Agra, he fent Mendi Caffim Chan with four thoufand horfe, to 
drive Afaph Chan out of his government of Gurrah, which he 
had ufurped. 


Chan Ziman, as might have been forfeen, took this opportu- 
nity to ftrengthen his party. ‘Treafon ftill fermented in fecret 
within his foul, and he invited Afaph Chan to join him. Afaph 
accepted of the propofal, and left Gurrah in poffeffion of Caffim 
Chan. Ziman in the mean time forgetting his oath to wait on 
the king at Agra, during fix months maintained him(felf in a 

princely 
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princely independance over all the eaftern provinces. Afaph 
Chan who had by this time joined him, finding himfelf neglected 
and treated with contempt, fled to Kurrah his original Jagier, 
was purfued by Bahadur Chan, defeated and taken prifoner. In 


the mean time his brother Vizier Chan, who efcaped in the 
action, rallied the troops, and returning, furprized the con- 
querors, and refcued Afaph Chan out of their hands. The bro- 
thers then fell upon Kurrah, and poffeffed themfelves of that 


country. 


An ambaffador about this time arrived from Mirza Mahum- 
mud Hakim the king’s brother, who governed Cabul, acquaint- 
ing him, that Mirza Soliman of Buduchfhan, ever fince he had 
defeated and killed Shaw Abdul Mali, continued to read the 
Chutba of Cabul in his own name; that he had appointed Mirza 
Sultan to act in that city in his behalf, which had obliged Hakim 
to expel him from that office; for which affront Mirza Soli- 
man was again preparing to invade Cabul: he therefore earneftly 
entreated Akbar’s aid to oppofe him. 


‘The king fearing more from the encroachments of his nor- 
thern enemies, than from the foft fons of the eaftern pro- 
vinces, immediately ordered the Omrahs of Punjab, and Ma- 
hummud Kulli Chan of Moultan, to ait Mirza Mahummud 
Hakim, as foon as ever they fhould be certain of the encmies 
attempts upon Cabul. Feredoon Chan Cabuli who was one of 
the king’s Omrahs, was alfo fent from the prefence with what 
troops he retained in pay to fuccour Hakim: but before the 
royal orders arrived either at Punjab or Moultan, and confe- 
quently long before any fuccours could reach Cabul, Mirza 
Soliman had invefted that city. Mirza Mahummud Hakim 
evacuated it in a few days and retreated to the Nilab, where he 


met 
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met Feredoon Chan coming to his affiftance. This treache- 
rous Omrah, propofed to Hakim to fieze upon Lahore, affuring 
him that Akbar was in no condition to oppofe him, being in- 
volved in a war with the Ufbeck Omrahs: that after he fhould 
be poffiefled of that rich and powerful province, he would find 
little difficulty in driving Mirza Soliman out of Cabul. 


Mirza Mahummud Hakim infenfible of the bafenefs of this 
project, ungratefully began to take meafures to put it in execu- 
tion, and marched to Lahore in conjunction with Feredoon Chan. 
Hakim’s defign upon Lahore being noifed abroad, the Omrahs 
of Punjab, particularly Cuttub ul dein Annigah, and Pier 
Mahummud Chan, threw all their forces into the city, and 
prepared for a vigorous defence. Mirza Mahummud Ha- 
kim fat down before the place, and ufed every art and per- 
fuafion to bring over thofe Omrahs to his intereft, but without 
effect. 


The king enraged as well as alarmed at this rebellion, laid 
afide his intended expedition againft the Ufbecks, and turned 
his arms towards Lahore. He began his march towards that 
city on the 14th of Jimmad ul Awil 974, leaving Agra under 
the government of Monim Chan Chanan. Akbar having arrived 
at Sirhind, the news of his approach reached Lahore. The 
citizens immediately began to beat their drums, to found their 
trumpets, and to make every demonftration of joy. This unufual 
noife waked Mirza Hakim, who was afleep in his tent: he afked 
the meaning of that uproar, and was told that the king was come 
expeditioufly from Agra. Mirza Hakim believing that the 
king was already at his heels, mounted his horfe without delay, 
and retreated precipitately with his cavalry towards Cabul: he 
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came very opportunely to that city, and took it by furprize, 
Mirza Soliman having retired to Buduchfhan during the winter. 


The king in the mean time advanced to Lahore, where he 
{pent a few days in hunting: he then fent back Mudginu Chan, 
to pofiefs himfelf of Kurrah and Manneckpoor, which Afaph 
Chan had feized. Much about this time the fons of Mirza 
Sultan governor of Simbol, rofe in rebellion. ‘This infurrection 
was crufhed in the bud by the other Jagierdars of the adjacent 
territories, who defeated the young rebels and drove them to- 
wards Malava. They however pofieiicd themfelves of that 
country without much oppofition, there being at that time no 
imperia] forces in that province. Mirza Sultan upon account 
of the rebellion of his fons, was feized and imprifoned in Biana, 
where he foon after died. 


The Ufbeck Omrahs iniproved the king’s abfence to their 
own advantage, and extended their conquefts on all fides. This 
obliged the king to return to Agra, before which city he ordered 
all his forces from the provinces to rendezvous. He was in a few 
weeks ready to take the field againft the rebels, with two thou- 
fand elephants and above a hundred thoufand horfe. Chan Zi- 
man at that time befieging Eufoph Chan in the fort of Sherigur, 
hearing of the king’s approach, retreated to Kurrah, in which 
place Bahadur Chan had invefted Mudgenu Chan. The king 
clofely purfued Ziman, but when he had reached Raibarrili, he 
heard that the rebel was crofling the Ganges, with an intention 
to march to Malava, and join the fons of Mahummiud Sultan, or 
to make an alliance with the king of the Decan. 


The king haftened his march and arrived at the ferry of Man- 
neckpoor in the evening. No boats could be procured, and Akbar, 
impatient 
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impatient to engage the rebels, mounted his elephant, and con- 
trary to the advice of all his Omrahs, took the river which was 
then very deep, and had the good fortune to pafs over in fafety : 
one hundred horfe plunged into the ftream and fwam after the 
king. Akbar in the morning came before the enemies camp 
with his hundred horfe, and Mudgenu Chan and Afaph Chan 
joined him immediately with all the garrifon of Kurrah. 


The enemy not fufpecting that the king would attempt to crofs 
the river without his army, had {pent the night in feftivity, and 
could hardly believe their fenfes, when they heard the royal 
drums beating the imperial march. They at length in the 
utmoft confufion began to form their line, but before they were 
in compleat order, Akbar charged them with great violence: 
Baba Chan Cafhkal at the head of the king’s light fcouts, pene- 
trated through the camp of the rebels as far as the tents of Chan 
Ziman, where he was repulfed by Bahadur Chan, and driven 
back with precipitation among the king’s ranks, which occa- 
fioned fome diforder among the files of Mudgenu Chan. Bahadur 
Chan in the mean time turned towards the center, where the 
king commanded in perfon: Akbar obferving him, came down 
from his elephant, and mounting a horfe, preffed towards him ; 
but by this time an arrow having killed Bahadur Chan’s horfe, 
he was obliged to retreat on foot, among his own troops. The 
king immediately commanded his few elephants to advance: 
thofe animals engaging furioufly with thofe of the enemy, killed 
{fome of them upon the fpot, and drove back the ret among 


their own ranks. 


Chan Ziman encouraging his men, {till continued the action 
with great bravery, till his horfe having received two wounds, 
he was obliged to quit him, and while he was mounting another, 
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he was trodden to death by an elephant. The rebels now fell 
into confufion: diftracted for want of orders, they turned their 
face to flight. Bahadur Chan was taken prifoner, and carried 
before the king ; What evil had I done to you, faid Akbar, thus 
to provoke you to draw the {word of treafon againft me? He 
ordered that particular care fhould be taken of Bahadur; but 
fome of the Omrahs, as foon as the king’s back was turned, fear- 
ing that his clemency would pardon that confummate rebel, 
prevented it by putting him immediately to the fword. Akbar, 
though it is highly probable that he would have forgiven Ba- 
hadur, made no inquiries concerning his death. The heads of 
the brothers were fent to Punjab and Cabul. Jan Alli Beg Uf- 
beck, Ear Alli, Mirza Beg, Chufhal Beg, and Mier Shaw Ma- 


hummud Buduchfi, were alfo taken prifoners and carried by 


the king to Jionpoor, where they were trodden to death by ele- 
phants. This decifive action happened upon the firft of Zihidge, 


974, and is an inftance of the daring intrepidity of the renowned 
Akbar. 


The government of Kurrah was conferred upon Chan Chanan, 
and foon after Secunder Chan, who was befieged in the fort of 
Jud, fied to Gorrickpoor. The rebellion of the Ufbecks being 
thus quafhed, and the peace of the eaftern provinces reftored, 
the king in the month of Mohirrim 975, returned in triumpb 
to Agra, 


2f£CTION 
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SEG TION IV, 


The Hiftory of the Reign of Axsar, from the Year 975, 
to the total Reduction of the Kingdom of Guzerat 
in Gör, 


N WURING the rebellion of the Ufbeck Omrahs, Rana Udai 
a Singh had taken great advantage of the king’s diftrefs. 
This determined Akbar, without remaining long at Agra, to 
march againít him. ‘The king having arrived before the fort of 
Suifoob, the governor evacuated the place and retreated to his 
mafter Surjun Raja of Rintimpore. Akbar left a garrifon in 
Suifoob, and proceeded to the fort of Kakeran, on the frontiers 
of Nialava. The fons of Sultan Mahummud Mirza, who had 
poffefied themfelves of iMindu, hearing of the emperor’s progrefs, 
were greatly diftrefled. ‘To compleat their misfortunes, Aligh 
Mirza died at that tims, and his adherents fled with precipi- 
tation towards Guzerat. 


The king Icft Matava under the charge of Shab ul dein 
Ahmed Shaw Nefhapuri, and marched from Kakeran to expel 
the Rana from Chitor ‘Tne Rana left eight thoufand difciplined 
Rajaputs, with a great flore of provifions in the fort of Chitor, 
which is built on a mountain, and retired himfelf with his 
family to an inacceffible place. The king immediately invetted 
Chitor, and fet five thoufand pioneers to work in throwing up 
trenches, and carrying on approaches to the place. When he had 
completed two batteries, and ca:ried two mincs under different 
baftions, he endevoured to {pirng them at once: but one of them 
going off before the other, blew up one of the baftions and made 

a practicable 
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a practicable breach. Two thoufand men who were prepared 
to ftorm, advanced immediately, upon a fuppofition that both of 
the mines had been fprung. They divided into two bodies in 
order to enter at once both breaches: one of the parties advanc- 
ing near the baftion, perceived that the mine had not been 
fprung, but before they could retreat it blew up, and killed 
above five hundred of the Moguls, and about double that number 
of the enemy who were crouded on the baftion. Among the latter 
were fifteen Omrahs of diftinction. The explofion fo terrined 
thofe who were entering the breach, that they retreated in the 


utmot{t confternation. 


Another mine was immediately carried on by the king, but 
as he was one day ftanding in one of the batteries, he perceived 
Jeimal the governor of the place very affiduous in filling up the 
breaches, and giving orders for the defence: the king immedi- 
ately called for a fuzee, and took fo good an aim that he lodged 
the ball in Jeimal’s brains, and laid him dead on the fpot. 


The fpirit of the befieged fell with their chief, and in the 
utmoft defpair, they performed the horrid ceremony of the Joar, 
put all their wives and children to the fword, and burned 
their bodies with that of their governor, on a prodigious funeral 
pile. The Imperial army perceived what was going on by the 
light of the fire: they advanced under the cover of night to the 
breach, which they found abandoned, fo that they entered the 
place without oppofition. It was day-light before a number 
fufficient to attack the enemy could enter: then the king in per- 
fon led on his men, and the unfortunate garrifon devoting them- 
felves to death, had retired to their temples, Akbar perceiving 
that he muft lofe a great number of his troops in cafe of a clofe 


attack, ordered a difant fire to be kept up upon the defperate 
Rajaputs, 
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Rajaputs, till he had introduced three hundred elephants of 
war, which he immediatcly ordered to advance to tread them to 
death. 


The fcene became now too fhocking to be defcribed. Brave 
men rendered more valiant by defpair, crouded around the ele- 
phants, feized them even by the tufks, and inflicted upon them 
unavailing wounds. ‘The terrible animals trode the Rajaputs 
linc gratshoppers under their feet, or winding them in their 
powerful trunks, tofled them aloft into the air, or dafhed them 
again the walls and pavements. Of the garrifon, which con- 
fitted of eight thoufand Riajaputs and of forty thoufand inhabi- 
tants, thirty thoufand were flain, and the moft of the reft taken 
prifoners. A few efcaped tn the confufion, by tying their own 
children like captives, and driving them through the king’s 
camp. ‘They by this means paffed undifcovered, being taken 
for fome of the followers of the camp. 


The government of the ftrong fort of Chitor was given to 
Afaph Chan Hirrivi, and the king returned towards his capital. 
On the way a tyger happened to be rouzed before him: he gave 
orders that nobody fhould touch the animal, and riding forward 
himfelf, he began to wound him with arrows. The terrible ani- 
mal {tood growling on a rifing ground near the king, and being 
enraged by his wounds, he ran directly towards the king, who 
{tood to receive him with his lance. One of his attendants 
called Adil, fearing the confequence, rufhed between Akbar 
and the tyger, and aimed a fortunate blow at the animal, but he 
himfelf was toffed under his paws, and would have in a moment 
expired, had not fome others rufhed to his affilance, and given 
the tyger a deadly wound, which both faved the king and Adil 
from imminent danger. 

Akbar 
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Akbar having arrived at Agra, received advices that Ibrahim 
Huffein and Mahummud Huffein Mirza, had revolted from 
Chingez Chan prince of Guzerat, and were again returned to 
Malava, having commenced hoftilities with the fiege of Ugein. 
The king difpatched Killitch Chan Indijani and Chaja Yeas ul 
dien Kifvini, to expel them. Upon the approach of this 
army, the Huffeins raifed the fiege, and retreating precipi- 
tately to the Nirbudda, croffed that river and fled again towards 
Guzerat. 


In the month of Regib, in the year 976, the king marched 
from Agra with an intention to reduce Rintimpore, where 
Raja Surjan, who had bought that ftrong fort from Hujaz Chan 
one of the dependants of Selim Shaw, prepared to defend him- 
felf to the laft extremity. On the 22d of Ramzan 976, the 
king invefted the place, and having properly reconnoitered it, 
ordered a great battery to be conftructed on an adjoining hill, 
called Rin: he with great difficulty dragged up his heavy artil- 
lery to this eminence; two of the pieces being capable to receive 
a ftone ball of fix or feven maunds, or one of iron of thirty 
maunds *. In a few days a part of the wall and a great number of 
the houfes were laid in ruins, and at the end of the month the 
garrifon driven to difficulties, folicited to capitulate. The con- 
ditions propofed by them were, to have the liberty of retiring 
unmolefted, leaving all their wealth and effects to the king. 
Thefe terms were accordingly accepted, and the king took pof- 
feffion of Rintimpore. 


Akbar after this conqueft made a pilgrimage to the fhrine of 
Chaja Moin ul Dein at Ajmere, and from thence returned to 


+ The fize of thefe guns might be reckoned incredible, did there not remain to this day in 
India pieces of as extraordinary a bore: particularly one at Arcot, and another at Dacca. 
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Agra. From that city he went to vifit Shech Selim Chifti in the 
village of Sikri : he queftioned him according to the ceremonies, 
and was told, it is faid, that he would foon have iffue that 
would live and profper; all the children which were born to 
him before that time, dying in their infancy. Soon after, the 
favourite Sultana became pregnant, and upon the 17th of Ribbi 
ul Awil, in the year 977, fhe was brought to bed of a fon, who 
was named Sultan Selim. Upon this occafion the king publifhed 
an aét of grace to all prifoners, and ordered a day of thank{- 
giving to the Almighty: foon after he performed a vow of pil- 
grimage on foot, to the fhrine of Chaja Moin ul Dein, with his 
whole army in the proceffion, then returning by the way of 
Delhi, the king near that city took the diverfion of the chace. 
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Raja Ram Chund, who had poffeffion of the ftrong fort of Callinger fur- 


Callinger, which he had taken from the dependants of Selim 
Shaw, hearing about this time, that the king meditated an 
expedition againft him; fearing the fate of Rintimpore and 
Chitor, made terms for the delivery of the place, which was 
accordingly put into the hands of the king. 


Upon the 3d of Mohirrim 978, the king had another fon 
born to him in the houfe of Shech Selim *, whom he called 
Mahummud Murad. He upon this account made another pil- 
grimage to Ajmere, and ordered the town to be fortified with a 
ftone wall. The Sultan from thence proceeded to Nagore, 
where Chunderfein the fon of Maldeo, and Rai Callianmill Raja 
of Bicanere, came out to meet him with valuable prefents. The 
latter prefented the king with his beautiful daughter. Akbar 
from Nagore marched to the town of Adjodin, and vifiting the 

* It feems the king had left fome of his beautiful miftreffes in the houfe of Shech Selim, 
to receive the benefit of the prayers of that holy man. 
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tomb of Shech Ferid Shukurgunge, proceeded to Debalpoor, 
where Mirza Aziz Koka who was Jagierdar of that place, 
prefented him with a large Pifhcufh, ‘The king from thence 
paffed to Lahore, Huffein Kulli Chan a Turkuman, governor of 
that city and province, came alfo out to. meet him in the fame 
manner with great prefents. 


On the firft of Siffer 979, the Sultan left Lahore, and returned 
by the way of Firofa to Ajmere, and from thence proceeded to 
Agra. Secunder Chan Ufbeck who had been lurking about the 
woods of Bengal, and committing ravages on the inhabitants, 
was about this time feized by Monim Chan, and fent to the 
king, who according to his ufual clemency forgave him. 


The king efteeming the village of Sikri, fortunate to him, as 
two fons were born to him there, by the means of the prayers 
of the faints with whom he left his favorite miftreffes; he ordered 
the foundation of a city to be laid there, which after the con- 
queft of Guzerat, he called Fattepoor *. In the year 980, the 
kingdcm of Guzerat being torn to pieces by inteftine divifions, 
Akbar feized upon that opportunity to declare war againft it. 
He therefore marched to Ajmere under a pretence of a pilgri- 
mage, and from that place detached Chan Callan before him 
towards Guzerat. The king followed at fome diftance with the 
main body of the army. Akbar in his way appointed Rai Singh 
to the government of Joelpoor, the relidence of Raja Maldeo, 
whom on account of fome mifdemeanor he depofed. When the 
emperor arrived at Nagore, he received advices of the birth of 
another fon, on the 2d of Jimmad ul Awil, in the houfe of the 
holy Shech Danial, whom he with great propriety called Da- 


* The city of Victory. 


nial, 
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nial, as it was to the faint’s prayers no doubt he owed this piece 
of good fortune *. 


The king appearing with his army on the confines of Guzerat, 
Shere Chan Fowladi, an Omrah of diftinétion who defended the 
frontiers, abandoned his poft and fled with precipitation. The king 
took immediate poffeffion of Pattan, and gave the government of 
it to Seid Ahmed Chan. He from that place moved his ftandard 
of victory towards Ahmed-abad; but before he had marched two 
{tages, Sultan Muziffer came to meet him, and without a blow, fur- 
rendered his kingdom into the hands of Akbar, fo that the king 
entered Ahmed-abad, the capital of Guzerat, in as peaceable a 
manner, as if he had been entering Agra. To account for this 
it may not be improper to fay fomething concerning the ftate of 
Guzerat at that period. 


Sultan Mamood king of Guzerat, having fometime before this 
event died, his Omrahs, particularly Seid Mubarik A€temad 
Chan, and Amad ul Muluck, who poffeffed all the power of the 
government during the minority of the prince Sultan Ahmed, 
the fon and fucceffor of Sultan Mamood, finding him begin to 
think for himfelf, were unwilling to part with their power, and 
found means privately to make away with him: but to keep up 
the appearance of loyalty, they raifed a child of doubtful birth 
to the throne, on whom they impofed the name of Sultan Mu- 
ziffer, and divided the kingdom among themfelves in the fol- 
lowing manner. Ahmed-abad, Cambait, and fome other pro- 
vinces, were poficded by Aétemad Chan; Anduka, Dolukch, and 
fome other countries, by Juil Chan the grandfon of Seid Muba- 

* One might be tempted to think, that as Akbar left his wives in charge of the Saints 
of Sikri, he owed fome of his fons to more than the prayers of thofe holy perfons: it being 


the opinion of the Mahommedan doors, as well as of fome grave divines among ourfelves, 
that prayer is more effectual when the means are ufed, 
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rick ; Surat, Biroge, Birod and Japanier, by Chingez Chan the 
fon of Amad ul Muluck, while other Omrahs who had ingu- 
ence in the ftate, had the reft of the kingdom partitioned among 
them. ‘The nominal king Sultan Muziffer was in the mean 
time cooped up by Actemad Chan in Ahmed-abad; during this 
oligarchy, the government became very oppreflive, by con- 
tinual wars and civil diffentions. This made the unhappy people 
of Guzerat turn their eyes towards Akbar, to relieve them 
from their petty tyrants, who like vultures, gnawed the bowels 
of their country. The eafy conqueft of Guzerat was therefore 
no ways furprizing, as the nominal king tired of his fituation, 
hoped more from the favor of a foreign prince, than from his 
own factious and independant Omrahs. 


But to return from this digreffion. The fecond day after the 
king’s entrance into Ahmed-abad, he was waited upon by the 
principal Omrahs of Guzerat, who haftened to make their fub- 
miffion. But Aligh Chan and Hujaz Chan, two Abyffinian 
Omrahs, were ordered into confinement, as they gave fome evi- 
dent figns of difcontent. Ibrahim Huffein Mirza was ftill at 
the head of an army in Biroge, and Mahummud Huffein Mirza 
at the head of another confiderable force near Surat. The king 
therefore refolved to reduce them: Aichtiar ul Muluck one of 
the Omrahs of Guzerat, having broke his parole of honor and 
fied at this time, all the other Omrahs were ordered into clofe 
confinement. When the king arrived at the port of Cambait, 
he appointed Chan Azim Mirza Aziz governor of Ahmed-abad. 


Ibrahim Huffein Mirza, who we have already obferved was 
in Biroge, hearing of Akbar’s approach, and fufpecting the 
fidelity of Ruftum Chan Rumi, one of his principal officers, 
affaffinated him, and difcovered an inclination to march into 


Punjab 
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Punjab to raife difturbances in that quarter. The king receiv- 
ing intelligence of this defign about midnight, left his camp 
in charge of Chaja Jehan and Calliche Chan, and with a chofen 
detachment marched himfelf that night with all expedition to 
cut off Ibrahim’s retreat: the next day he reached the river 
Mhenderi, which runs by the town of Sirtal, with only forty 
horfe, the reft having lagged behind with fatigue. The enemy 
being encamped on the oppofite bank of the river, and in fight, 
the king thought it prudent to proceed no further, till the reft 
of his detachment fhould arrive. Had Ibrahim therefore 
known any thing of the art of war, he might have eafily 
taken Akbar prifoner. But that unenterprizing officer made no 
attempt of that kind, till the king was joined by a frefh detach- 
ment, which had been ordered fome days before to Surat, and 
happened to be then encamped at a little diftance. 


This fmall party confifted only of feventy horfe, at the head 
of which there happened to be five principal Omrahs, Seid Ma- 
mood Chan Baherra, Raja Buguan Dafs, Raja Man Singh, Shaw 
Kulli Chan Myram, and Raja Surjun of Rintimpore. With 
thefe the king, without waiting for more troops, took the def- 
perate refolution to attack the enemy, one thoufand of whom 
commanded by Ibrahin Huffein, waited to receive him, while 
the main body of the army purfued their march. It happened 
very fortunately for Akbar that the enemy inftead of permitting 
him to come into the plain, oppofed him between two hedges, 
where not above fix horfemen could fight abreaft: The king in 
this narrow pafs put himfelf upon the footing of a private 
trooper, and performed extraordinary feats of perfonal valour: 
which however avail little to wipe away the folly of this piece 
of his conduct. At laft the courage which Akbar’s behaviour 
naturally raifed in his followers, made them as defperate as 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, fo that after a long engagement with the enemy fword 
in hand, they beat them back, and at laft totally defeated them, 
with the lofs only of one Omrah, and a few private men. 


Ibrahim Huffein fled to his army, but fuch was their confter- 
nation and opinion of Akbar’s prowefs, that the greateit part of 
his forees deferted him, which was all the advantage that could 
be gained by fuch a victory. The king contenting himfelf with 
what he had done, defifted from the purfuit, and waiting till 
his army came up, marched and invef{ted Surat. In the mean 
time the Omrahs of Guzerat collected themfelves in the environs 
of Pattan, and held a council how to proceed. ‘They agreed 
that Ibrahim Huffein Mirza fhould profecute his {cheme of raif- 
ing difturbances in Punjab, and that Mahummud UHuffein 
Mirza, Shaw Mirza, and Shere Chan Fowladi, fhould inveft 
Pattan. ‘They expected by thefe means to draw the king from 
the fiege of Surat. 


Ibrahim Huffein Mirza having arrived at Nagore, Rai Sing 
governor of Jodpoor, who had purfued him, came up with him 
one day towards the evening, at a place where there was no 
water to be found, but what Ibrahim poffeffed. This made the 
troops of Rai Singh, who were in great diftrefs for water, call out 
to attack the enemy. This favorable difpofition and the necef- 
fity of the attempt, made Rai Singh, though much inferior to 
the enemy, join battle. Ibrahim’s horfe being killed, and he 
himfelf difmounted in the firft charge, his army imagining that 
he was actually flain, gave ground. The enemy took fuch advan- 
tage of their confufion, that the whole efforts of Ibrahim were 
not capable to recover the diforder, and he was totally routed: he 


fied with great precipitation towards Delhi, and from thence to 
Simbol. 


In 
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In the mean time Mahummud Huffein Mirza and the other A.D. 1572. 
Omrahs carried on the fiege of Pattan, which was defended by nip 
Seid Ahmid Chan Barhey. Mirza Aziz Koka coming to his E ibs ay 
relief with the army from Ahmed-abad, the Omrahs raifed the Pattan. 
fiege, went out to meet him, and gave him battle. Aziz Koka 
had at firft the difadvantage, both his wings being thrown into 
diforder, but his troops continuing fteady in the centre, he at 
laft gained ground, and improving the advantage, put them to. 


flight towards the Decan. 


The king in the mean time made a breach in the walls of Akbar takes: 

Surat, and had raifed feveral mounts, from which he battered iiia 

the city and commanded. the ftreets. When he was preparing 

for a general aflault, the garrifon defired to capitulate. Their 

terms were agreed to, the city delivered up, and the king 

returned to Ahmed-abad ; he diftributed all the governments of 

Guzerat, among the friends of Mirza Aziz Koka, his fofter- 

brother, and on the 2d of Ziffer, in the year 981, returned by 

the way of Ajmere to Agra.. 


SECTION Wa 


The Hiftory of the Reign of Axsar, from the Year 
981, to the Reduction of Cabul in 989. 


BRAHIM HUSSEIN MIRZA, arriving at Simbol, as we Ibrahim Huf. 
have already mentioned, heard that the Omrahs of Punjab te oy ad 


under Huffein Kulli Chan, were befieging the caftle of Nagra- po, 
cot, he therefore marched into Punjab, which he expećted to 
find 
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find unguarded, and after plundering it he had refolved to join 
his friends in Guzerat, by the way of Sind. 


Huffein Kulli Chan was therefore under the neceffity of raif- 
ing the fiege, and marching after Ibrahim through all Punjab, 
without being able to come up with him, till he reached the 
environs of the city of Tatta upon the Sind. There Huffein 
Kulli attacked his camp as he was one day out hunting, at fome 
diftance from his line of march. Mufaood Huffein Mirza, Ibra- 
him’s brother, who commanded in his abfence, was obliged 
therefore to form the line, fending in the mean time an exprefs 
to his brother concerning his fituation. But before Ibrahim arrived 
his brother was defeated and taken prifoner, having loft fome 
thoufands of his men in the engagement. Ibrahim returning 
from hunting met his routed army, and rallying a part of them, 
renewed the combat: he was however repulfed with great lofs, 
and obliged to fly towards Moultan. 


In Moultan the unfortunate Ibrahim was again attacked by the 
Billochees, wounded, taken prifoner, and delivered up to Much- 
fufe Chan, governor of Moultan, who beheaded him. Muchfufe 
Chan in conjunction with Huffein Kulli Chan, carried his head 
and all his effects to Agra, to prefent them to the king. Akbar 
ordered the head to be fet up above one of the gates of Agra, 
and his brother Mufaood Huffein to be confined in the fort of 
Gualier, where he foon after died. 


In the Ribbi ul Awil of the fame year, advices arrived from 
Mirza Aziz Koka, that Aichtiar ul Muluck Guzerati, and M2- 
hummud Huffein Mirza, were joined with confiderable armies, 
had poffefied themfelves of feveral countries in Guzerat, and 
had invefted him in Ahmed-abad. 


$ As 
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As it was now the rainy feafon, and to march a great army 
impraéticable, with that expedition which the urgency of the 
fituation of affairs required, the king {elected two thoufand 
horfe, and fent them off before him; then with three hundred 
Omrahs and officers mounted upon camels, he proceeded at thie 
rate of four ftages every day *, and came up with the detachment 
of horfe at Pattan, where he was joined by a thoufand more. 
His whole force then confifted of three thoufand horfe, and 
three hundred camels. With this {mall army he continued his 
march with the fame expedition to Ahmedabad, and upon his 
arrival within four miles of the city, ordered the Imperial drums 
to beat his own march, which was the firft news the enemy had 
of his approach. This {truck the foldiers with fuch a pannic, 
that it was with difficulty their officers could keep them from 
immediate flight. They however formed at length the line, 
while Mahummud Huffein with a few horfe went to the banks 
of the river to reconnoitre. 


Huffein faw at fome diftance Suban Kulli, who had been fent 
on the fame bufinefs by the king. Heafked him acrofs the river, 
what army that was? Suban Kulli replied, that it was the army 
of the king of kings. ‘The other faid, ‘* that is impoffible, for 
it is yet but fourteen days fince one of my fpies faw the king at 
Agra, and I perceive no elephants, which always attend the em- 
peror.” Suban Kulli then told him, «It is but nine days fince the 
king put his foot in the ftirrup, and it is well known, elephants 
cannot march at that rate; but all the cavalry are come up.” 


Mahummud Huflein returned immediately to his camp, and 
fent Achtiar ul Muluck with five thoufand horfe, to watch the 
gates of Ahmedabad. He himfelf marched with feven thoufand 


* Each flage is about twenty Englith miles. 
VoL. II. M m horfe 
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horfe againft the king. Akbar had by this time reached the 
banks of the river, and difcovering the enemy, he drew up to 
receive them, expecting every moment to be joined by the troops 
in the city: but they were blocked up by the enemy. He then 
faw, that his whole dependance muft reft on his own troops; 
to render them more defperate, by cutting off all hopes of retreat, 
he crofied the river, and drew up before the enemy on the 
plain. 





Mahummud Huffein Mirza placing himfelf in the centre 
with his Moguls, Shaw Mirza on his right with the Afghans 
and Rajaputs, and Shere Chan Fowladi on his left with the 
Abaffinians and the horfe of Guzerat, advanced to the charge. 


The king having alfo drawn up his fmall army in three 
divifions, commanded by their feveral officers, he pofted him- 
felf with his body guard, confifting of a hundred horfe in the 
rear of the centre. The battle now being joined with great 
fury on both fides, the king with his guard wheeled round his 
right flank, and fell furioufly on the left flank of the enemy. 
His troops obferving their king thus expofing himfelf in the 
midft of danger, made an uncommon effort of valor and charged 
the enemy fo warmly, that they were repulfed with great lofs. 
Mahummud Huffein Mirza who was wounded in the aé¢tion, 
attempting to leap over a hedge with his horfe, fell from his 
faddle, and was taken prifoner. Several perfons contending 
about the honor of taking Huffein, the king afked him who was 
the man who took him? Huffein replied, ** Nobody: the curfe 
of ingratitude overtook me.”’ 


When the king’s forces were warm in the purfuit, he himfelf 
remained on a rifing ground, with about two hundred horfe. On 
a fudden a great body of troops appeared moving towards him. 
He immediately difpatched a perfon to know who they were: 

he 
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he brought back intelligence, that they were the forces of Ach- 
tiar ul Muluck, who had been left to guard the gates of Ahmed- 
abad. The troops who were with the king began to be very 
uneafy at their fituation, and gave many intimations of their 
defire of retreating. But Akbar would by no means defert 
his poft: he ordered them inftantly to prepare to charge and 
break through the enemy; at the fame time commanding the 
drums to beat up the royal march. 


The enemy hearing the drums, made no doubt but the whole 
army was behind the hill, and retreated with great precipitation. 
The king purfued them to fome diftance, to keep up the pannic 
which had feized them. Whilft thefe things happened where 
the king commanded in perfon, Rai Singh to revenge fomé former 
quarrel, bafely embrued his hands in the blood of Mahummud 
Huffein Mirza, who had been left in his poffeffion. Achtiar 
ul Muluck having alfo fallen from his horfe in his flight, was 
killed by one of the king’s guards, who was purfuing him with 
great eagerne(s. 


Chan Azim Aziz Koka, finding now that the blockade was 
withdrawn from the gates, came out to meet the king. Akbar 
entered Ahmedabad the fame day, and continued Chan Azim 
in his government, then by the way of Ajmere, haftened to- 
wards Agra, after having performed a fervice, which, though 
glorious, reflects more honor upon his intrepidity, than upon his 
conduct. 


In the courfe of the fame year, Daood ben Soliman governor 
of Bengal, drew his neck from the yoke of obedience. Monim 
Chan Chanan was fent againft him, who brought him to a 
treaty after fome fuccefsful engagements. ‘The king diffatificd 

M m 2 with 
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with this peace, committed the affairs of Bengal to Raja Joder- 
mul, and fent him with orders to expel Daood entirely out of 
his government, or to oblige him to pay a certain yearly tribute. 
fuperior to the {mall acknowledgement which he had formerly 
made. Daood being threatened at the time with a civil war by 
one Lodi, who difcovered an inclination to ufurp the kingdom, 
confented upon Jodermul’s appearance to pay the tribute de- 
manded. He then found means to feize upon Lodi, whom he 
put to death. Daood relieved from that domeftic danger, broke 
the treaty with the king, and advancing againft Chan Chanan 
and Raja Jodermul, engaged them at the confluence of the Sool, 
Gang and Sirve, where being defeated, he loft his fleet of boats 
and all his baggage. Chan Chanan crofied immediately the river, 
and laid fiege to Patna. 


The king informed of thefe tranfactions, fet out from Agra 
in the middle of the rains, with as many troops as could be con- 
tained in a thoufand boats: he halted a few days at Benaris, 
where he was joined by the forces which marched overland: he 
immediately embarked the whole, and fell down to Patna, and 
on his way he received the news of the reduction of Becker by 
Jefu Chan, who had been fent againft that place. Akbar having 
arrived within a few miles of Patna, heard that Ifah Chan Neazi, 
one of the enemies principal generals, had marched out of the 
fort and fought Chan Chanan, but that he was defeated and loft 
his life, fo that the place was upon the point of being evacuated. 
The king therefore fent Chan Allum with three thoufand horfe, 
to pofieis himfelf of the fort of Hadgeepoor, on the oppofite 
bank of the river, and to endeavour to harrafs the enemy in their 
retreat, fhould they be already gone, if not, to ftop them. Chan 
Allum accordingly took that place by aflault, and made Fatte 
Chan the governor, and the garrifon prifoners : Daood intimi- 

dated 





THE HISTORY OF HINDOSTAN. 


dated by this, fent a herald to the king to beg terms of accom- 
modation., 


The king returned him for anfwer, that he granted him his 
life, but that he muft truft every thing elfe to his clemency, 
after making his fubmiffion; but if he fhould be obftinate 
enough to hold out fome few days merely to give him trouble, 
he could have no reafon to hope for pardon; ‘* and though, faid 
the king, I have a thoufand in my army as good men as you, 
rather than fatigue my troops with a fiege, I will put the whole 
upon the ifiue of a fingle combat between you and me, and let 
him take the fort who fhall beft deferve it.” Daood did not 
chufe to accept the challenge, nor even to put him to farther 
trouble, but took boat at the water-gate that night, and fled down 
the river: foon after all his army evacuated the place. The 
next morning the king purfued them and took four hundred ele- 
phants, and the greateft part of their baggage. He then returned 
to Patna, conferred the government of that place and its depen- 
dencies upon Chan Chanan, then returned without purfuing his 
conqueft farther to Agra. 


Chan Azim from Guzerat and Chan Jehan from Lahore, came 
to pay their refpects to the king, and returned afterwards to 
their re{pective governments. Akbar at the fame time conferred 
the title of Muziffer Chan upon Chaja Muziffer Alli, and appointed 
him to command a force again{ft the fort of Rhotas in Behar: 
he himfelf made a tour to Aimere, where having beftowed ereat 
charities, he returned to Agra. 


In the mean time Chan Chanan had orders to carry the war 
further into Bengal againft Daood. That general having forced 
the pafs of Killagurry, Daood fled into Oriffa, whither he was 
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purfued by Raja Jodermul, with part of the king’s army. Junied 
the fon of Daood defeated Jodermul in two battles, which obliged 
Chan Chanan to march to his aid: both the Mogul generals 
having joined their forces, engaged Daocd. 


Kudgera, an Afghan chief of great bravery, who commanded 
Daood’s vanguard, attacked the vanguurd of Chan Chanan com- 
manded by Chan Allum, and defeated and killed that Omrah. 
The Afgan purfued the run-aways through the center of their 
own army, which were by that time drawn up in order of battle. 
Chan Chanan obferving the diforder haftened himfelf with a 
{mall body to renew the ranks, Kudgera attacked him in perfon, 
and wounded him in feveral places, fo that he was obliged to 
quit the field, and he was foon followed by his army. The 
valiant Kudgera being killed by an arrow, Chan Chanan rallied 
his troops, and being a little recovered, led them back to the 
charge: he found Daood’s army intent upon the plunder, and 
foon put them to flight, taking all their elephants. 


Raja Jodermul being detached to purfue the enemy, came up 
with Daood on the banks of the Chin, which he could not crofs. 
The rebel finding no means for efcaping, faced about to defend 
himfelf. Raja Jodermul did not chufe to provoke Daood too 
far, and immediately fent intelligence of what had paffed to 
Chan Chanan. That Omrah, notwithftanding his wounds 
which were very bad, hafted to that place: Daood furrendered 
himfelf upon terms, and was -permitted to retain Oriffa, after 
which Chan Chanan returned. ‘The city of Gore, which had 
been the capital of Bengal till the time of Shere, who on account 
of the badnefs of the air, had made Chawaffpoor Tanda, the me- 
tropolis, was now greatly decayed. Chan Chanan admiring the 
antiquity and grandeur of that place, gaye orders to repair the 
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palaces, and made it his refidence: but he foon fell a victim to 
the unhealthy air of Gore and died. He was fucceeded in his 
government by Huffein Kulli Chan Turkuman, to whom the 
king gave the title of Chan Jehan. 


Mirza Soliman prince of Buduchfhan, being expelled by his 
own grandfon Mirza Shaw, was about this time obliged to feek 
protection at the court of Agra. He foon after took leave of the 
king, to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca, after which he returned to 
Buduchfhan, and found means to reinftate himfelf in his domi- 
nions. Some-Omrahs at court who envied the greatnefs of Mirza 
Aziz Koka, viceroy of Guzerat, accufed him to the king of trea- 
fonable intentions: they fo far prevailed upon him, that he recalled 
him from his government and confined him. Koka’s readinefs to 
comply with the imperial order, convinced Akbar that he was no 
ways guilty; but that the whole proceeded from the malice of his 
enemies : however, Shab ul Dein Ahmed Chan Neifhapuri, who 
was advanced to the government of Guzerat, had fufficient inte- 
re{t at court to retain his office after his predeceflor was acquitted. 
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Bengal and Behar, the Zemindars of thofe provinces had rifen 
in favour of Daood, and invefted Chawafipoor, which they took. 
Daood found himfelf foon at the head of fifty thoufand horfe, 
and in poflefiion .cf the greateft part of thofe countries. Chan 
Jehan having affembled all the Imperial Omrahs in that quarter, 
advanced againit Daood, and that chief retreated beyond the 
paties, which Chan Jehan forced, and killed above a thoufand of 
the enciny, who attempted to ftop his march. The enemy on 
account cf the narrownefs of the defile, had not time to efcape. 
Chan Jehan immediately marched towards Daood’s camp, and 
on the 15th of Shawal 983, drew up his army in order of battle 
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leet : ys near to the enemy, who ftood ready to receive him, Callapar, 
an Omrah famous in the army of Daood for perfonal ftrength 
and valor, made a refolute charge upon the left of the imperial 
line, and threw it into diforder; while Muziffer Chan, who 
commanded the right of Chan Jehan’s army, had the fame ad- 
vantage over the enemy on the left; in this fituation they fought 
in a circle, when Chan Jehan made a home charge upon the 
center of the enemy, which was fuftained with great bravery. At 
length however the gale of victory blew on the imperial ftandards, 
and the enemy were difperfed like leaves before the autumnal 
wind. Daood being taken prifoncr, was according to the barba- 
rous cuftom of war when the king was not prefent, put to death 
by the conqueror in cold blood upon the field: his fon Juneid, 
a youth of great bravery, died in a few days of his wounds. Chan 
Jehan took immedate pofieffion of all Bengal, and fent all the 
elephants and other {poils to the king. 


Muziffer Chan in the year 984, fet out againft Rhotas, and 
fent Mahummud Mafoom to expel Huffein Chan, an Afghan, 
who was hovering about with a flying party in that quarter. 
Mafoom Chan having engaged him, defeated him and took pof- 





feflion of his Pergunnahs; but Callapar in the mean time with 
eight thoufand horfe, furrounded him and thought to have 
obliged him to furrender. Mafoom Chan breaking down the 
wall of the town in which he was fhut up, rufhed out unex- 
pectedly upon the enemy. In the action which enfued Mafoom 
Chan’s horfe was killed by a ftroke of the trunk of the elephant. 
Callapar immediately rode up and he himfelf was in the moft 
imminent danger of being crufhed to death, had he not wounded 
the elephant with an arrow in the eye, which rendered the ani- 
mal fo unruly, that he would obey no command: he therefore 
rufhed back through the Afgan troops, carrying off Callapar, 

which 
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which made his army believe that he fled, and they quickly 
followed him. Callapar was foon overtaken and flain, 


Mafoom after this victory returned and joined Muziffer Chan, 
who left Shabafs Chan Cumbo to blockade the fort of Rhotas, 
and marched againft Raja Chander Sein, from whom he took 
the fort of Savana. From thence he directed his march againtt 
Raja Gudgeputti, from whom he took the fort of Keregur, 
fituated in the woods between Behar and Bengal. 


The Afghans in the fort of Rhotas being deftitute of provi- 
fions, were prevailed upon by promifes and a favorable capitu- 
lation to give up the place: Shabafs Chan left Rhotas under the 
command of his brother, and went himfelf to court. 


The king this year made a progrefs towards Ajmere, and fent 
Shabafs Chan againft Comilmere, a ftrong fortrefs in the pof- 
feffion of the Rana; he took the place, and in the mean time the 
king made a tour towards the borders of the Decan : Murtaza 
Nizam Shaw prince of Ahmednagur, was at that time become 
melancholy mad and confined to his apartments: Akbar thought 
this a proper opportunity to feize upon that country; but he 
was diverted from his purpofe by {ome domeftic affairs which 
occurred at that time, and he returned towards Agra by the way 
of Ajmere, where he appointed Muziffer Chan to the high office 
of the Vizarit. From Ajmere the Sultan marched to Delhi, 
and from thence he took the rout of Cabul. When he was 
upon his way, a comet of an extraordinary magnitude appeared 
in the weft. The king having reached Adjodin, vifited the 
tomb of Sheck Ferid Shuckergunge, and quitting his refolution 
of going to Cabul, returned to Agra. 
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The great mofque at Fattepoor was finifhed in the year 986. 
The prince of Chandez in the fame year imprifoned Muziffer 
Huffein Mirza by the king’s commands, and fent him to Agra. 
In the courfe of the fame year Chan Jehan died in Bengal. In 
987 a great fire happened in Fattepoor in the wardrobe, which 
After the death of 
Chan Jehan, the Afghans began to recover in that quarter 
ftrength, and to raife difturbances. 


confumed effecéts to a prodigious amount. 


To fupprefs their infurrec- 
tions the king fent Chan Azim Mirza Aziz Koka, with a confi- 
derable army to that kindgom. 


Mirza Mahummud Hakim the king’s brother, took the oppor- 
tunity of thefe troubles to make an attempt upon Lahore. He 
fent Shadiman his fofter-brother with a thoufand horfe, by way 
of advanced guard before him. This officer crofling the Nilab, 
was attacked by Shoor Man Singh an Omrah of Punjab, and 
routed. When Mirza Mahummud Hakim had reached Rhotas 
in Punjab, Man Singh retreated to Lahore, whither he was pur- 
fued by the prince. He arrived before that city upon the 
11th of Mohurim, in the year 989, and invefted it. 


The place was gallantly defended by Seid Chan, Baguandafs, 
and Shoor Man Singh, till the king marched from Agra to their 
relief. Upon the approach of the royal ftandard, Mirza Mahum- 
mud Hakim retreated to Cabul: the king purfuing him to Sir- 
hind. Intelligence was brought to him at that place, that Shaw 
Munfoor Shirazi one of his Omrahs had been Carrying on a cor- 
re{pondence with the enemy, for which he ordered him to be 
impaled. 


The king having croffed the Nilab, continued his march to- 
wards Cabul, and detached his fon Murad in front with the van 
guard : 
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guard: his fon Selim he left at Jellalabad. When Murad had 
reached Shuttergurdan, within fifteen crores of Cabul, Feredoon 
Chan attacked Murad in that pafs, and having repulfed the 
prince, feized upon all his baggage. Mirza Mahummud Hakim 
upon the 2d of Siffer 989, drew up his army before the king in 
order of battle. 


275 


A. D. r581. 
Higer. 989- 


The elephants which were with the prince Murad being Totally over- 


ordered to advance, fired the {mall field pieces that were mounted 
upon them, and by mere accident three of the chiefs who ftood 
by Mirza Mahummud Hakim were killed: that pufillanimous 
prince immediately left the field, and was purfued with great 
flaughter. The king without farther oppofition entered Cabul 
upon the 7th of Siffer, and Mirza Mahummud Hakim fled to 
Ghorebund: he from thence fent an embafly to the king begging 
forgivenefs, which was granted him. 


The king having refigned his conqueft of Cabul to Hakim 
on the 14th of Siffer, returned towards Agra. He on his way 
ordered a fort to be built upon the Nilab, which he called Attock, 
which means in the Indian language Forbidden; for by the 
fuperftition of the Hindoos, it was held unlawful to crofs that 
river. The king having arrived at Lahore upon the 1gth of 
Ramzan, gave the government of that province to Raja Baguan- 
dafs, and in a few days fet out for Agra. 


Nn2 See ION 
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SEG i tO NM VL 


The Hiftory of the Reign of Aksar, from the Year 989, 
to the Rebellion in Cafhmire, in the 1000th of the 


Higerah. 


HE troubles in Bengal ftill continuing, the king fent Sha- 





bafs Chan Cumbo, with a confiderable force to reinforce 
his army in thofe parts. In the year 9g1 he made a progrefs to 
Priag, where he ordered the fort of AHahabad to be built at the 
confluence of the Jumna and Ganges. 


Sultan Muziffer of Guzerat, who had been kept a prifoner at 
large fince the reduction of his kingdom, began now to exhibit 
great loyalty and affection for the king. Akbar upon this ac- 
count rewarded him with a large Jagier, and he became a great 
favourite at court. 


But indulgences of this fort could not gratify the ambition of 
the conquered king: he made his efcape to Guzerat, while 
Akbar was at Allahabad, and by the affiftance of Shere Chan 
{tirred up a rebellion in that kingdom. The king upon the 
firft intelligence of this infurrection, fent A¢temad Chan in qua- 
lity of governor to Guzerat, and recalled Shab ul Dien, who was 
fufpected of favouring Sultan Muziffer. After the arrival of the 
new governor, Shab ul Dien came out of Ahmed-abad, and 
halted fome days at Pattan to prepare for his journey, during 
which time a great part of his army deferted to Sultan Muziffer. 
This enabled that prince to march towards Ahmed-abad. 

Actemad 
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A&temad Chan the governor left an officer and part of his 
troops to defend the city, and with the reft marched out to 
Pattan, where Shab ul Dien was encamped. Sultan Muziffer in 
the mean time, with very little oppofition, poffeffed himfelf of 
Ahmed abad. The new governor then prevailed upon Shab ul 
Dien to accompany him, and marched back to retake the place. 
Sultan Muziffer who came out to battle, defeated the two gover- 
nors, and drove them back to Pattan. Aé¢temad {ent an exprefs 
from Pattan, to acquaint the king of his misfortune. 


Akbar being informed of the untoward fituation of affairs in 
Guzerat, difpatched Abdul Ruftum, commonly called Mirza 
Chan, the fon of the great minifter Byram Chan, together with 
the Omrahs of Ajmere, to reftore the tranquility of that pro- 
vince; but before Mirza Chan had reached Guzerat, Sultan 
Muziffer had reduced the fort of Biruderra, which was defended 
by Cuttub ul Dien Mahummud, Jagierdar of Beroche, and had 
there taken fourteen lacks of rupees belonging to the king, and 
ten crores of rupees of the property of the governor, who loft 
his life on the occafion. ‘This immenfe acquifition of treafure 
enabled him to recruit a great army at Ahmed-abad, whither 
Mirza Chan marched to attack him with eight thoufand horfe. 


Mirza Chan having arrived at the village of Sirgunge, within 
three crores of the city, Sultan Muziffer on the 15th of Mohir- 
rim 992, marched out to meet him with thirty thoufand horfe, 
and drew up in his prefence. The Imperial general noways 
intimidated by his numbers, encouraged his men, charged the 
enemy vigoroufly fword in hand, defeated them with great 
flaughter, and purfued them quite through the city. Being foon 
after joined by the Omrahs of Malava with a confiderable force, 
he marched after Sultan Muziffer towards Combait, and drove 

him 
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him among the mountains of Nadout. Muziffer faced about 
to oppofe the Moguls in a narrow defile, but he was driven 
from his poft by the artillery of Mirza Chan, and fled towards 
Jionagur, taking refuge with Jame, a Raja of thefe parts. 


Mirza Chan thinking it unneceffary to purfue Muziffer further, 
returned to Ahmed-abad, and fent Callehi Chan to befiege the 
fort of Baroche, which he took from Nafire Chan, the brother- 
in-law of Sultan Muziffer. Nafire held out the place feven 
months, and at laft made his efcape to the Decan. 


Sultan Muziffer foon after by the aid of Jame, and Ami Chan 
Suba of Jionagur, advanced to a place called Mabi within fixty 
crores of Ahmed-abad. Mirza Chan marching out to oppofe 
him, he was ftruck with a fudden pannic, and made a precipitate 
retreat: but ftrengthened by new alliances, he made a third 
attempt to recover his dominions, and engaging the king’s army 
at Siranti, he was defeated and obliged to take refuge with Rai 
Singh, Raja of Jallah. 


Mirza Chan five months after this laft victory over Muziffer, 
was recalled to court; but as the fugitive Sultan began to raife 
his head again in his abfence, the king conferred the titles of 
of Chan Chanan upon him, and ordered him back to Guzerat. 
This year Burhan Nizam ul Muluck, the fon of Huffein Nizam 
Shaw, fled from his brother Murtiza Nizam Shaw king of the 
Decan, and came to the court of Agra, where he was gracioufly 
received ; and not long after Shaw Fatte Allah Shirazi, the moft 
eminent man of that age for learning, came alfo from the Decan, 
and had an honorable office near the king’s perfon conferred upon 
him. 


In 
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In the enfuing year Seid Murtiza Subwari, and Choclawind 
Chan, Omrahs of the Decan, being defeated by Sullabit Chan 
took refuge at Agra; and as the king had a long time entertained 
thoughts of conquering the Decan, he fent them to Mirza Aziz 
Koka, who then poffefied the government of Malava. He 
ordered that Omrah to raife all the forces of Malava, and of the 
adjacent territories, and carry war into that country: and having 
conferred the title of Azid ul Dowla upon Shaw Fatte Alla Shi- 
razi, fent him to affift Chan Azim in that expedition, as he 
was thoroughly acquainted with the different interefts and policy 


of that country. 


Koka having according to orders recruited a great army, 
marched to the borders of his government, and found that Raja 
Alli Chan of Chandez was inclinable to join the king of the 
Decan. He immediately difpatched Shaw Fatte Alla to endeavor 
to bring him over to the Mogul intereft; but that Omrah 
returned without accomplifhing any thing. Mirza Mahummud 
Tucki Nizire and Bezad ul Muluck, in conjunction with the Raja 
of Chandez, by the orders of the king of the Decan marched 
againft Koka, who was encamped in the province of Hindia. 
Koka however did not think it proper to engage them in that 
place, but giving them the flip, he entered the Decan by another 
rout, and advancing to Elichpoor, plundered that place for the 
fpace of three days. ‘The generals of the Decan, and their ally 
the Raja of Chandez, in the mean time returned and threw 
themfelves into the fuburbs of Elichpoor, which obliged Koka, 
rather than rifque a battle, to evacuate the Decan. 


While thefe things were tranfacted in the Decan, orders were 
fent to Chan Chanan of Guzerat to come to court. He forth- 
with obeyed, and Sultan Muziffer taking advantage of his abfence, 

advanced 
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advanced towards Darul Malleck, the deputy governor of the 
country, but he was again defeated. 


Mirza Sharoch, prince of Buduchfhan, being expelled from 
his dominions by Abdulla Chan, the Ufbeck, came this year to 
court, and ranked himfelf among the king’s Omrahs; at the 
marriage of the daughter of Raja Baguandafs to Sultan Selim, 
in the year 994, the king kept a great feftival on the Norofe *, 
and a few months after Mirza Mahummud Hakim, the king’s bro- 
ther, who reigned in Cabul, died. Akbar having appointed Chan 
Chanan a fecond time governor of Guzerat, and Shaw Fatte 
Alla, Sidder or high-prieft of that country, fet out for Punjab. 
On his way he appointed Sadei Mahummud Chan to the govern- 
ment of Bicker, and Man Singh the fon of Baguandafs, was fent 
to Cabul. That Omrah brought the children of Mirza Mahum- 
mud Hakim, who were very young, to Lahore, and left his own 
fon with Chaja Shumfe ul Dein Chani, invefted with the chief 
authority in Cabul. 


The king having arrived at the fortrefs of Attock, he detached 
Mirza Sharoch, Chaja Baguandafs, and Shaw Kulli Chan My- 
ram, with five thoufand horfe to reduce the kingdom of Cafh- 
mire. He at the fame time difpatched Zein Chan Koka, with 
another confiderable detachment againft the Afghans of Jawad 
and Bejere. A few days after he fent Man Singh with a detach- 
ment to rout out the Afghans of Rofhnai, who were idolaters of 
the Zendeika fect, and followers of an Hindoo, who called him- 
felf Pier Rofhnai. This impoftor had converted to his fyftem of 
religion great numbers of the inhabitants of thofe countries, 
who after his death adhered to his fon, and taking up arms, 
raifed great difturbances in Punjab and Moultan. The king 





* The day upon which the fun enters Aries. 
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being fully informed of the ftrength of the Afghans of Sawad 
and Bejoar, {ent a reinforcement to Zein Chan. But that Omrah 
was notwithftanding defeated, and Chaja Arib Buchfhi, Raja 
Berbul and Mulluh Seri, with many other perfons of diftinction, 
with eight thoufand men, were killed in the action. 





Man Singh, who was detached againit the Rofhnai-Afghans, 
met with better fuccefs; he defeated them at Kotil Cheiber with 
great flaughter. The king returning from Attock to Lahore, 
ordered Koor Man Singh to proceed to Cabul, and take upon 
him the government of that kingdom, and at the fame time to 
chaftize the Afghans. The daughter of Rai Singh was alfo 
married this year to Sultan Selim. 


The army which had been detached to Cafhmire, being re- 
duced to great diftrefs by the {now and rain, as alfo by a {carcity 
of provifions, were under the neceflity of making a peace with 
the Cafhmirians. The conditions were a tribute of faffron to 
Akbar, and the regulation of the mint, the coin being ftruck in 
his name: but the king diffatisfied with this peace, fent Ma- 
hummud Cafim Chan, with another army to reduce that kingdom 
entirely to his obedience. This that General eafily accomplithed, 
on account of civil diffentions then raging among the chiefs of 
that country. Mirza Soliman, the grandfather of Mirzah Sha- 
roch, came this year from Cabul, and had an interview with the 
king. ‘The ambaffador of the king of Turan, who came to court 
while Akbar was at Attock, was much about the fame time dif- 
patched with great prefents to his matter, 


In the year 996, Jillal Afghan began to become formidable, 
having defeated and killed Seid Hamid Bochari, and driven Man 
Singh towards Bungifh. The king therefore fent Abdul Mut 
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talib Chan with an army againft him, who gave him a fignal 
defeat near Cheiber, and cut off great numbers of the rebels. 


Sultan Chufero the fon of Sultan Selim was born this year of 
the daughter of Raja Buguandafs, and the king made a great 
feftival upon the occafion. Mahumniud Sadoc Chan, governor 
of Bicker, according to the orders he received from court, 
invefted the fort of Sewan upon the Sind, and obliged Jan Beg 
prince of Tatta, to acknowledge the king’s authority, and to fend 
him great prefents and letters of homage. Mahummud Sadoc 
Chan was foon after ordered back to Bicker. 


In the month of Ribbi ul Sani, Zein Chan Koka was appointed 
to the government of Cabul, and Man Singh recalled to Lahore. 
At the fame time Chan Chanan and Shaw Fatte Ulla, were or- 
dered from Guzerat; as alfo Mahummud Sadoc Chana from 
Bicker, for it was a maxim with Akbar, to change the governors 
of the provinces every three years, to prevent their acquiring 
too much influence in the countries under their command, and 
to fhow the people that the royal authority prevailed through all 
departments of the empire. Singh was immediately appointed 
to the government of Behar, and the viceroyfhip of Cathmire 
was conferred upon Seid Eufuph Chan Muthiddi, Mahummud 
Cafim Char the former governor being called to court; Ma- 
hummud Sadoc was in the mean time fent againft the Afghans 
of Sawad and Bajore, and Ifmaiel Chan who was in that country, 
recalled and fent to Guzerat. 


In the year 997, upon the 23d of Jimmad ul Sani, the king 
{fet out on a tour to Cafhmire, being captivated with the prailes 
which he had heard of the beauty of that country, from every 
perfon who had feen it. When he reached Bimber, at the 

entrance 
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entrance of the mountains, he left his army and family behind, 
and with a finall retinue, {et out to Serinagur the capital of that 
kingdom. Shaw Fatte ulla Shirazi who accompanied him died 
there, and the king was greatly afflicted for his death, having a 
particular affection for that Omrah. 


The king having gratified his fancy with a fight of all the 
beauty of Cafhmire, refolved to proceed to Cabul. On the way 
Hakim Abul Fatte Gilani, a man famous for learning, and one 
of the king’s companions died, and was buried at Haffen Abdal. 
Akbar having arrived at Attock, detached Shabas Chan to drive 
away the Afghans of Eufoph Zei, who infefted the roads, and 
then proceeded, march by march, to Cabul. To tnat city Ha- 
kim Humam and Meer Sidder Jehan, who had been fent on an 
embaffy to Abdulla Chan, king of Maver ul Nere, were juft 
returned with an ambaflador on the part of that monarch. The 
king having remained two months at Cabul viewing the gardens 
of pleafure, and diftributing juftice and charity among the inha- 
bitants, conferred the government upon Mahummud Cafim 
Chan, and on the 2oth of Mohirrim 998, returned towards 
Lahore. At Lahore he conferred the government of Guzerat 





upon Chan Azim, and ordered him from Malava to proceed 
thither, while Shab ul Dien Ahmed Chan fucceeded him in his 
prefidency. 


Chan Azim having arrived at Guzerat, led an army againft 
Jam, a Zemindar of great power in that province, who in alli- 
ance with Dowlat Chan, the fon of Ami Chan prince of Jionagur 
in the Decan, came out to meet him with twenty thoufand 
horfe. A fharp engagement enfued: Mahummud Ruff Bu- 
duchfi, Mahummud Huffein Shech, and Meer Sherrif ul Dien, 
Omrahs of diftin@tion in the empire, were killed on the Mogul 
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fide, and a great number of men, while the enemy loft the eldeft 
íon of Jame, and that prince’s Vizier, with four thoufand Rajaputs 
on the field of battle. Victory declared for the Moguls, and 


many more Rajaputs fell in their fight. 


Abdulla Chan the Ulbeck, having about this time taken Bu- 
duchfhan, and infefted the borders of Cabul, Akbar refolved 
to take up his refidence for fome time in Lahore, fearing an 
irruption of Ufbecks from the north. Mirza Jani governor of 
Sind, notwith{tanding the king’s vicinity, and his orders to him 
to repair to court, continued refractory, and prepared for war. 
Akbar difpatched Chan Chanan with many Omrahs of diftinc- 
tion, and a well appointed army againft him. 


In the year 999, Shab ul Dein Ahmed Chan died at Malava, 
and was fucceeded by the king’s appointment by the Shaw 
“adda * Murad Pari, under the tuition of Ifhmaiecl Kulli Chan. 
When the Shaw Zadda arrived upon the confines of Gualila, he 
heard that Mudkar, a Zemindar of power in thofe parts, di- 
fturbed the peace of the country. He immediately marched 
againft him: the enemy oppofed him with refolution, but at 
lait he obtained the victory, and drove the rebel to the woods, 
where he died in a few days of his wounds. The Zemindar’s 
fon Ram Chund, fubmitted himfelf, and after paying a proper 
Pefhcuifh, was confirmed in his paternal territories. The prince 
marched from thence, and foon after arrived at Malava. 


The king in the mean time fent four ambaffadors to the four 
princes of the Decan. Shech Feizi, the brother of the learned 
Abul Fazil, to Afere and Burhanpoor; Chaja Amin ul Dein to 
Ahmednagur ; Meer Mahummud Amin Mathadi to Bejapoor, 


* The king’s eldeft fon. 
and 
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and Mirza Mufaood to Bagnagur; principally with a defign to 
be informed of the ftate of thofe countries, upon which he had 


fixed an eye of conquett. 


Chan Azim governor of Guzerat, who had orders to feize 
every opportunity of enlarging his province, hearing that Dow- 
lat Chan prince of Jionagur was dead, marched his army to 
reduce that country, and after a fiege of feven months, made 
himfelf mafter of the capital and all its dependencies. 


In the courfe of the fame year Chan Chanan laid fiege to the 
fort of Suvan, on the banks of the Sind. Jani Beg with a nu- 
merous army, and a great train of artillery in boats, advanced 
again{t him, and having arrived within feven crores of the place, 
he fent a hundred boats full of armed men, and forty larger 
ones mounted with fwivels, to annoy the befiegers from the 
river: but Chan Chanan having armed twenty-five boats, fent 
them again(t this fleet in the night, and having killed about two 
hundred of the enemy, put the reft to flight. Mirza Jani Beg 
after this defeat, with his whole fleet, advanced to the place, 
and in the month of Mohirrim in the year 1000, landed ona 
{pot of ground, which was furrounded by a muddy channel, in 
which part of the river ran when high. Here he maintained 
his poft again{ft all the attempts of Chan Chanan, and keeping 
his communication open by water, was well fupplied, while he 
took fuch methods to prevent provifions from coming to the 
Moguls, that a great dearth foon enfued in their camp. 
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obliged to leave a part of his army before the place, and to 
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the fiege; but they defended themfelves till Dowlat Chan Lodi 
joined them from the main army, which was by that timeat the 
diftance of eighty crores, with a confiderable reinforcement. 
So expeditious was Lodi upon this occahon, that he marched 
the cighty crores in two days. Mirza Jani was then obliged 
to retreat to a ftrong poft, and throw up lines for his further 
fecurity. Chan Chanan in the mean time returned, and fhut him 
up on one fide, while Dowlat Chan Lodi in a manner blockaded 
him on the other. He was therefore reduced in turn to the 
extremity of eating his cavalry and beafts of burthen, for want 
of provifions. This diftrefs obliged Mirza Jani to fue for peace, 
and having given his daughter in marriage to Mirza Erich, Chan 
Chanan’s eldeft fun, he prepared to fet out for court to make 
his fubmiffion to the king in perfon, as foon as the rains fhould 
be over, 


SEC TION VII. 


The Hiftory of the Reign of Axsar, from the Year 
1000, to his Death. 


EID EUSOPH CHAN had about this time by the king’s 
orders, left his brother Mirza Eadgar at Cafhmire, and pre- 
fented himfelf at court. Mirza Eadgar in the mean time mar- 
ried the daughter of one of the princes of Cafhmire, and by 
the advice of the chiefs of that country, exalted the ftandard of 
rebellion, and read the Chutba in his own name. To fupport 
him in his ufurpation, he raifed a great army; and Cafi Alli 
Meer the Dewan of the country, Huffein Beg and Shech Omri 
Buduchfhi 
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Buduchfhi, who were collectors of the revenues on the part of A. D. 1591. 


the king, levied what troops they could upon this occafion, and 
gave the rebels battle: but Caf Alli was flain and the reft of 
the Mogul Omrahs driven out of Cafhmire. 


The king receiving advices of this rebellion, nominated Shech 
Ferid Buchfhi to carry on the war in thofe parts. That Gene- 
ral forthwith marched with a confiderable army towards Cath- 
mire. Mirza Eadgar as the Mogul advanced came out to meet 
him, but upon the night before the expected engagement, Mirza 
Eadgar was treacheroufly attacked by Sharoch Beg and Ibrahim 
Kakor, two of his own chiefs, and flying naked out of his tent 
was murdered, and his head fent to Shech Ferid. The rebel 


army was difperfed, and Cafhmire reduced without further 
trouble. 


The king foon after made a fecond tour to that delightful 
country, where he fpent forty days in rural amufements. He 
conferred the government of Cafhmire upon Seld Eufoph Chan, 
and turning towards Rhotas, he was met in that place in the 
year 1001, by Mirza Jani and Chan Chanan from Tatta. Chan 
Chanan was immediately ranked with the Sihazaris or Omrahs 
of three thoufand, which was at that time a high dignity, and 
his government of Sind reduced to the form of a province of the 
empire. 


Chan Azim was this year obliged to take the field againft Kin- 
kar, a powerful Zemindar of Guzerat, who gave proteétion to 
Sultan Muziffer. He obliged the Zemindar to deliver him up ; 
and that unfortunate prince, wearied out with adverfity, put an 
end to his own life with a razor, as they were carrying him 
prifoner to Ahmedabad. 
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Raja Man Singh led in the courfe of this year the troops in 
Bengal againft Cullulu the Afghan, and defeating him, reduced 
all the province of Oriffa, and fent one hundred and twenty 
elephants which he had taken to the king. 


Chan Azim being called to court to give fome account of his 
adminiftration in Guzerat, did not chufe to rifque the enquiry, 
but putting his family and wealth on board fome fhips, failed 
for Mecca. The king having received advices of Azim’s depar- 
ture, ordered the prince Murad from Malava to that government, 
and appointed Sadoc Mahummud Chan, abfolute manager of 
public affairs under him. Mirza Sharoch was in the mean 
time appointed to the government of Malava, in the Shawzadda’s 
place, and he releafed Shabas Chan Cumbo, who had lain fix 
years in prifon, and appointed him his minifter. 





Sometime before this period, the fect of Rofhnai-Afghans had 
again begun to raife diiturbances about Cheiber, but they were 
defeated by Mirza Jaffer Kifvini, who had been lately honored 
with the title of Afaph Chan, and their chief Jellali, and his 
brothers, taken and fent prifoners to court. 


The ambaffadors which the king had difpatched to the Decan, 
having about this time returned, brought advices that their pro- 
pofals were rejected with contempt by the princes of that coun- 
try. The king therefore refolved to reduce them to obedience, 
and for that purpofe ordered prince Danial, in the year 1002, 
with a great army towards the Decan ; but before Danial had 
reached Sultanpoor, the king changed his mind and recalled him, 
giving the command of the fame army to Chan Chanan, with 
orders to proceed. 





Mirza 
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Mirza Ruftum prince of Candahar, being driven this year to 
difficulties by his own brothers and the Ufbecks, came to court 
and prefented the king with the fort of Candahar, for which he 
had the government of Moultan conferred upon him, and was 
ranked among the Omrahs of the empire. 


Chan Chanan in the mean time having arrived at Mindu, Bur- 
han Shaw fent Anact Chan with profeffions of entire fubmiffion, 
but falling fick at the fame time, he died in the year 1003. His 
fon Ibrahim fucceeding him in the kingdom of Berar, was killed 
foon after in battle againft Adil Shaw. Miah Munju Jan Beg 
his Vizier, fet up Ahmed, a young child of the family of Nizam 
ul Muluck, upon the throne: but the Omrahs diffented from this 
meafure, rebelled againft him, and befieged Miah Munju in Ah- 
mednagur. ‘The vizier finding himfelf driven to diftrefs, fent a 
perfon to Ahmedabad with an ambafiy to the prince Murad, 
inviting him to come to his affiftance, and he would put him in 
pofiefiion of the fort. Murad having at that time received orders 
{rom his father to march into the Decan, with the army from 
Guzerat, gladly embraced this propofal, and fet out with great 
expedition. When Chan Chanan, who had been lying all this 
time idle at Mundu, heard of the prince’s march, he began to 
beftir himfelf, and with his own army and thofe of Mirza Sha- 
roch governor of Malava, Shabas Chan Cumbo, Raja Jaggernot, 
Raja Durga, Raja Ram Chund, and others, marched towards the 
Decan, and on his way induced Raja Alli Chan prince of Chan- 
dez, to join him with fix thoufand horfe. He foon after joined 
his force with that of prince Murad at Callenach on the borders 
of the Decan, and this numerous army, march by march, con- 
tinued its rout to Amednagur. 
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Miah Munju had by this time quelled the rebellion, and re- 
pented of his having called the prince: he therefore laid in a 
{tore of provifions in the place, and committed it to the govern- 
ment of Chand Bibi, the daughter of Huffein Nizam ul Muluck, 
with a ftrong garrifon, and retreated himfelf with the remainder 
of his army and a large train of artillery, towards the borders 
of Adil Shaw’s dominions. Prince Murad and Chan Chanan laid 
fiege to Ahmednagur in the month of Ribbi ul Sani 1004: they 
employed themfelves in carrying on approaches, raifing mounts, 
erecting batteries, and finking mines; while Chand Bibi defended 
the place with a manly refolution, and wrote to Adil Shaw for 
affiftance. At the end of three months, the befieged had carried 
five mines under the wall and baftions: the befiegers deftroyed 


two of the mines by counter-mines, and continued to fearch for 


the others. 


The prince upon the firft of Regib, having prepared for the 
afiault, fet fire to the trains, upon which the three charged 
mines taking effect, blew up fifty yards of the wall: but when 
the Moguls waited in expectation of blowing up two mines, the 
befieged recovered from their furprize, and defended the breach 
with great bravery. The valiant female leader appeared veil’d, 
at their head, and gave orders with fuch prudence and fpirit, 
that the affailants were beat off in their repeated attempts: the 
heroine ftood all night by the workmen, and the breach was 
filled up before day, with wood, ftones, earth, and dead bodies. 


In the mean time it was rumoured abroad, that Joheil Chan, 
the chief eunuch of Adil Shaw was upon his march in conjunc- 
tion with the forces of Nizam ul Muluck, with an army of 
feventy thoufand horfe, to raife the fiege: there being at the 

fame 
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fame time a fcarcity of provifions in the Mogul camp, the prince 
and Chan Chanan thought it advifeable to. enter into treaty with 
the befieged. It was ftipulated by Chand Bibi, that the prince 
fhould keep pofleffion of Berar, and that Ahmednagur and its 
dependencies, fhould remain with her in the name of Bahader, 


the grandfon of Burhan Shaw. 


Thefe terms being ratified, the prince and Chan Chanan 
marched towards Berar, and repairing the town of Shapoor, 
near Battapoor, took up their cantonments in that place. The 
prince efpoufed here with great magnificence the daughter of 
Bahader, the fon of Raja Aili Chan, and divided the province of 
Berar among his Omrahs. Shabas Chan Cumbo being about this 
time diiguited with fome indignities offered him by the prince, 
left Murad with all his forces, and marched without leave to 
to Malava. 


Chand Bibi having refigned her command of Ahmednagur to 
Bahader, the grandfon of Burhan Shaw, Abeck Chan an Abyf- 
finian, and other chiefs, took up the reins of government, which 
he was too weak to hold with fteadinefs, and contrary to the 
advice of Chand Bibi, marched with fifty thoufand horfe towards 
Berar, to expel the prince. Chan Chanan leaving the prince 
and Mahummud Jadoe Chan in Shapoor, marched with twenty 
thoufand horfe to oppofe the enemy on the banks of a river in 
that country, called the Gang. Having ftopt for fome days to in- 
form himfelf of the fituation and ftrength of the enemy, he forded 
the river and drew up on the oppofite bank, on the 17th of 
Jimmad ul Sani 1005. Joheil Chan who commanded the fuc- 
cours fent by Adil Shaw, taking the chief command, drew up 
before the Moguls, the troops of Nizam ul Muluck on the right, 
thofe of Cuttub ul Muluck on the left, and his own in the cen- 
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ter. He then advanced, carrving in his face the infolence of his 
own prowefs, mixed with a contempt for the enemy. 


Chan Chanan pofted himfelf in the center to receive him: 
Raja Alli Chan and Raja Ram Chund being at the head of a 
body of Herawils in his front, to begin the attack. The charge 
was made with fuch intrepidity on the fide of the Moguls, that 
they broke through the Herawils of the enemy, and fell upon 
Joheil Chan. They were however repulfed by a heavy difcharge 
of artillery, {mall arms and rockets, which did great execution 
particularly among the Rajaputs and the troops of Chandez, who 
advanced under Raja Alli Chan and Raja Ram Chund. Both 
thofe chiefs were killed, with above three thoufand of their horfe. 
The center being broke, the Ufbecks and Moguls on the left 
wing gave way alfo, and Joheil Chan remained matter of the 
field on that fide: but Chan Chanan, who had fhifted his poft to 
the right during the action, had made an impreffion there, and 
was purfuing the enemy, without knowing what had happened 
on the left. Night in the mean time coming on, and Joheil 
Chan equally ignorant of what had happened on his left, thought 
he had gained a complete victory : he however contented him- 
felf, as it was now dark, with keeping poffeffion of the field, and 
permitted his troops to plunder the baggage. To fecure their 
plunder, half of his army deferted to lodge their fpoils in places 
of fecurity. Joheil Chan with the remainder fat in the dark, 
without knowing whither to proceed. 


Chan Chanan in the mean time returning from the purfuit, 
fell in with Joheil Chan’s artillery, within a {mall diftance of 
that General, and thinking the enemy entirely routed, de- 
termined to remain there till morning with the few that 
continued with him, for by far the greater part of his army 
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thinking themfelves defeated, had fled full fpeed to Shapoor. 
While things were in this perplexing fituation, Joheil Chan’s 
troops began to light up fires and flambeaus where they {tood, 
having heard that Chan Chanan was near. The Mogul General 
being informed alfo by his fpies, that the enemy was in his 
neighbourhood, he ordered fome pieces of artillery to be loaded 
and fired among them, which threw them into great confufion. 
Joheil Chan immediately ordered all the fires to be extinguithed, 
and fhifting his ground, fent fcouts all round to collect fuch of 
his troops as were difperfed over the plain and in the adjacent 
villages. 


In the mean time Chan Chanan blew his trumpets and beat 
to arms, according to his manner, which being heard by fuch of 
his troops as were difperfed over the field, they haftened towards 
him in {mall detachments. Several of the Moguls meeting with 
others of the enemy in the dark, they fought and formed fuch 
a ícene of horror and confufion, as is not eafy to be defcribed ; 
while Allah! Allah! refounded from all fides, and every eye was 
fixed upon the eaft in expectation of the dawn. When the day 
exalted his beams, Joheil Chan was feen marching towards the 
Moguls with twelve thoufand horfe. Though the army of 
Chan Chanan did not exceed four thoufand, he determined once 
more to difpute the field, and formed his line to oppofe the 
enemy. The battle now joined with redoubled fury on both 
fides, but Joheil Chan after exhibiting the moft daring aéts of 
valor, funk at laft under fatigue and wounds, and fell from his 
horfe. A body of his dependants bore him inftantly off: his 
army according to cuftom followed him, and left Chan Chanar 
mafter of a bloody field. Chan Chanan in no condition to pur- 
fue the run-a-ways, returned to Shapoor, to join the prince 
and the reft of his army. 

3 Akbar 
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Akbar having about this time received advice of the death of 
Abdulla Chan the Ufbeck, who had long threatened an invafion 
from the north, returned in fecurity from Lahore to Agra. Hav- 
ing in that city heard of Chan Chanan’s viétory, he fent him a 
chelat and a fine horfe, as marks of his particular favor. As pri- 
vate animofities had long fubfifted between the prince and 
Chan Chanan, which being much inflamed by the intrigues of 
Mahummud Chan, now rofe to a dangerous height; the king 
therefore thought it imprudent to leave them longer together : 
he difpatched Shech Eufoph Chan Muthaddi and Shech Abul 
Fazil * to the prince, and in the year 1006, recalled Chan Cha- 
nan to the prefence. But though the whole mifunderftanding 
had plainly {prung from the prince’s froward and jealous difpo- 
pofition, the king’s refentment fell upon that great man, and he 
remained a long time in difgrace. 


Seid Eufoph Chan, and Seid Abul Fazil, in a fhort time re- 
duced the forts of Narnalla, Kavile, Kerlah, and others, in the 


Prince Murad province of Berar ; but the prince Murad falling fick, died in 


dies. 


the month of Shawal 1007, and was firft buried in Shapoor, 
but by the king’s orders the body was afterwards removed to 
Agra, and laid by the fide of his grandfather Humaioon. The 
king’s grief for the death of his fon, inftead of extinguifhing his 
defire of conquering the Decan, only enflamed it the more, to 
divert his mind from forrow. In the mean time the Omrahs of 
Nizam ul Moluck having gained fome flight advantages, defeated 
Shere Chaja one of the king’s Omrahs, who poffefied the country 
of Bere, and befieged him in his fort. Seid Fufoph Chan and 
Abul Fazil were fo much inferior to the enemy in number, that 
they durft not venture upon an engagement. 


* The celebrated hiforian. 
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The king alarmed at this difafter, reftored Chan Chanan to 
favor, and required his daughter Jana Begum for his fon Danial 
in marriage. He then difpatched him with that prince, and a 
well appointed army, to carry on the war in the Decan, and 
moved the Imperial ftandard that way in the 1008 of the Higera, 
leaving his dominions under the charge of the Shaw Zadda, Sultan 
Selim. In the mean time the prince Danial and Chan Chanan, 
entered the Decan, and as Bahader, the fon of Raja Alli Chan, was 
not found like his father, firm to his allegiance, and had thut 
himfelf up in.Afere, they halted upon the banks of the Gang, 
near Pattan, and endeavored to perfuade him over to their inte- 
refit. Inthe mean time the king had reached Mindu, and dif- 
patched orders to them to proceed to Ahmednagur, and inveft 
that fort: for that he himfelf would take up Afere in his way. 


The prince and Chan Chanan accordingly marched with about 
thirty thoufand horfe towards Ahmednagur. Abhing Chan 
Buchfi and other Omrahs of the Decan, fled from that city, and 
left the Moguls to inveft the place. The king firft endeavored 
to bring over Bahader by fair means, but he would not liften to 
terms. Akbar therefore marched to Burhanpoor, and fent his 
Omrahs to befiege Afere, which lay only three crores from that 
place. After the fiege had continued a confiderable time, the 
air in the place on account of the number of troops which were 
cooped up in it, became very unhealthy. This occafioned a 
peftilence which fweeped the Hindoos off in great numbers, 
Bahader, though he had ftill troops fufficient for the defence of 
the place, as well as a large magazine of warlike ftores, and pro- 


vifions in abundance, permitted defpair to ftain the current of 
his mind. 


The 
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The fiege of Ahmednagur was in the mean time carried on 
with great vigor, by Chan Chanan and the prince. The city 
was at length carried by a ftratagem, executed by Chaja Abul 
Huffein Turbutti. This we fhall have occafion to relate minutely 
in the hiftory of the Decan. Ahmednagur was taken in the 
beginning of the year 1009: the itrong fortrefs of Afere, fome 
months after, was furrendered to the king: an immenfe treafure 
which had been accumulating there, for many ages, fell into Ak- 
bar’s hands, with all the wealth of Ahmednagur. 


Ibrahim Adil Shaw king of Bijapoor, one of the four princi- 
palities of the Decan, having folicited peace and paid homage, 
reconciled the king, who demanded Adil’s daughter in marriage 
for his fon Danial. Jummal Huffein Anjou was accordingly dif- 
patched to bring the bride and Pefhcuith from Bijanagur. The 
king reduced Afere, Birhanpoor, Ahmednagur, and Berar, into 
the form of a province, and conferred the government upon Da- 
nial, under the tuition and direction of Chan Chanan. ‘The king 
after thefe tranfactions returned in triumph to the city of Agra, 
and in the year 1o11, annexed his acquifitions in the Decan, to 
his other royal titles in a proclamation. 


Akbar having in the courfe of the year 1011, recalled Sheck 
Abul Fazil from the Decan, that great man was unfortunately 
attacked near Narwar, by a body of banditti of Orcha Rajaputs, 
who cut him off with a part of his retinue, merely to rob him 
of his wealth, and not at the inftigation of prince Danial, as has 
been malicioufly and falfely reported by fome writers. 


In the 1013 of the Higera, Jummal Huffein Anjou who had 
been difpatched to Bijapoor, returned with the royal bride, 
and 
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and the ftipulated tribute. He delivered the young Sultana to 
Danial, upon the banks of the Gang near Pattan, where the nup- 
tials were celebrated with great pomp and magnificence. Huf- 
fein Anjou the embaffador, after the ceremony was over, pro- 
ceeded to the king at Agra. 


Upon the firft of Zehidge of the year 1013, the prince Danial 
died of a debauch in the city of Burhanpoor. His death and 
the manner of it fo much affected the king, who was in a 
declining ftate of health, that he every day became worfe, till 
upon the 13th of Jemmad ul Sani in the year 1014, he left 
that world through which he moved with fo much luftre, after 
having reigned fifty-one years, and fome months. 


Mahummud Akbar was a prince endued with many fhining 
virtues. His generofity was great, and his clemency without 
bounds: this latter virtue he often carried beyond the bounds of 
prudence, and in many inftances paft the limits of that juftice 
which he owed to the ftate; but his daring fpirit made this 
noble error feem to proceed from a generous difpofition, and 
not from an effeminate weaknefs of mind. 


His character as a warrior was rather that of an intrepid par- 
tizan, than of a great general: he expofed his perfon with 
unpardonable rafhnefs, and often attempted capital points with- 
But 
fortune and a daring foul fupplied the place of conduct in Ak- 


out ufing that power which at the time he poffeffed. 





bar: he brought about at once by defperate means, what calm 
caution would take much time to accomplifh. This circum- 
{tance fpread the terror of the name of this fon of true glory fo 
wide, that Hindoftan, ever fubject to the convulfions of rebel- 
lion, became fettled and calm in his prefence. He raifed a wall 
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of difciplined valor * againft the powers of the north, and by his 
own activity infpired his Omrahs with enterprize. 


He loved glory to excefs, and thirfted after a reputation for 
perfonal valor: he encouraged learning with the bounty of 
kings, and delighted in hiftory, which is in truth the fchool of 
fovereigns. As his warm and active difpofition prompted him 
to perform actions worthy of the divine pen of the poet, fo he 
was particularly fond of heroic compofitions in verfe.—In fhort, 
the faults of Akbar were virtues carried to extremes ; and if he 
fometimes did things beneath the dignity of a great king, he 
never did any thing unworthy of a good man. 


* Soldiers. 
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SECTION I 


General Obfervations.--~T he Succeflion, from AKBAR to 
MauumMup SHaw. ‘The growing Imbecillity of the 
Empire.---Governors of the Provinces aflume Inde- 
pendence. ‘Their Intrigues at the Court of Delhi.--- 


The Invafion of Napir SHaw. 
M the preceding hiftory, finifhes his account of the 
kings of Delhi with the death of Akbar. ‘The tranf- 

lator is {till in hopes of being able to procure original and au- 
thentic hiftories of the empire of Hindoftan, from that period 
down to the prefent times. He, therefore, will not break in 
VoL. II. Appendix. tA upon 
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upon his defign of giving, fome time or other, to the public, a 
complete hiftory of the reigns of the pofterity of Timur in India, 
by retailing the very impcrfect accounts already publifhed in 
Europe. 


But as, to tranflate from the Perfian language is a tafk of labor 
and difficulty, his engaging further, in works of this kind, will 
depend entirely upon the reception the public fhall give to his 
firft attempt in that way. If he fhall find that he is not capable 
to acquit himfelf, in fome degree, to the fatisfa€tion of the world, 
he will, in prudence, lay down his pen; and leave that field to 
men of greater abilities, who may hereafter turn their thoughts 
to the fubject. 


The tranfactions of the court of Delhi, fince the invafion of 
Nadir Shaw, are very little known in the Weft. They have not, 
even in Afia, been hitherto committed to writing; and if the 
prefent confufions of the Mogul empire fhall long continue, it is 
probable the memory of them will die with thofe who were 
principally concerned in them. This confideration has induced 
the tranflator of Ferifhta’s hiftory, to throw together the moft 
material events, which happened in the empire, fince the memo- 
rable irruption of the Perfians, in the year 1738. He derives his 
authority, for fome of the facts, from a Perfian manufcript, now 
in his hands, concerning fix years of the reign of Mahummud 
Shaw ; and as to the reft, he principally follows a fhort fketch of 
the affairs of the empire, given to him in writing, by his intimate 
friend the Rai Raian, fecretary of {tate to the prefent mogul. 


To continue the line of connection, between the preceding 
hiftory and the reign of Mahummud Shaw, who fat upon the 
throne of Delhi when the invafion of Nadir Shaw happened, it 
may not be improper, juft to mention the fucceffion of the kings, 


from 
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from Akbar to that period. It is neceffary to obferve, that, after 
confulting the moft authentic Perfian hiftories, the author of this 
account finds himfelf obliged to differ from all the European 
writers, who have treated on the fubje@t, with regard to the du- 
ration of moft of the reigns. 


Upon the death of Akbar, his fon Selim afcended the throne, 
in Agra, upon Thurfday the zoth of Jemmad ul Sani, in the 
1014 year of the Higera. He, upon his acceffion, affumed the 
title of JEHANGIRE, and reigned twenty-two years, nine months, 
and twenty days, with much more reputation and fuccefs than 
could have been expected of fo weak a prince. His death hap- 
pened upon Sunday the 28th of Siffer, in the 1037 year of the 
Higera. 


SULTAN KURRUM, the third fon of Jehangire, mounted the 
throne at Agra, upon the 8th of Jemmad ul Sani, in the year 
1037, and, under the title of SHaw JEHAN, reigned thirty-two 
years, three months, and twenty days. He was depofed by his 
third fon, the famous Aurungzebe, who dated the commence- 
ment of his reign, from the firft of Ramzan, in the 1069 of the 
Higera. Aurungzebe, upon his acceffion, took the name of 
Allumgire * 


ALLUMGIRE, having reigned fifty years, two months, and 
twenty-eight days, died, in a very advanced age, at Ahmednagur, 
in the Decan, upon Friday the 28th of Zicada, in the 1119 of 
the Higera. 


* Though Shaw Jehan was confined during the time his four rebellious fons, 
Dara Shekoh, Sultan Suja, Aurungzebe, and Morad Bukfh, contended for the 
crown, yet as Aurungzebe prevailed over his brothers, and dated his reign from 
the year 1069, we have included the time of the civil wars in the reign of his 
father. 


*A 2 Mahummud 
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Mahummud Mauzim, Aurungzebe’s {fecond fon, fucceeded 
his father in the throne, under the title of BAHADAR SHAW. 
He died, after a fhort reign of four years and eleven months, 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Moaz ul Dien. 


Moaz ul Dien, under the title of JEHANDAR SHAW, reigned 
eighteen months. Some writers do not include him in the fuc- 
ceflion of kings, as the fucceeding emperor, the fon of Azim ul 
Shaw, the fecond fon of Bahadar Shaw, under the name of Fir- 
rochfere, dated his reign from the death of his grandfather. 


FIRROCHSERE, according to his own computation, reigned fix 
years. He was blinded, and afterwards put to death, by the two 
Serps, upon the 12th of Jammad ul Sani, in the 1130 of the 
Higera. 


RAFFEIH UL DiryjaT, the fon of Raffeih ul Shaw, the third 
fon of Bahadar Shaw, was raifed to the throne, by the ambitious 
Seids; and after a nominal reign of three months, was put to 
death by the fame faction, by whofe intereft he had obtained the 
crown.---His brother RAFFEIH UL DoWLAT fucceeded him; 
but he died in a few days. 


ManHUMMUD SuaAw, the fon of Jehan Shaw, and grandfon of 
Bahadar Shaw, acceded to the throne of Delhi, in the month of 
Shawal of the year 1130 of the Higera.---Mahummud Shaw, 
having rid himfelf of the two Seids, Abdalla Chan, and Haffen 
Chan, who had fo long tyrannized in the empire, raifing and de- 
pofing kings at pleafure, gave himfelf wholly up to indolence, 
and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. The diftractions, before 
Mahummucd’s acceffion, occafioned principally by the ambition 
of the Seids, gave the firft mortal wound to the Mogul empire, 
under which it has ever fince languifhed. Moft of the Omrahs, 

either 
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either envying or dreading the power of the Seids, formed 
ambitious fchemes of independence in their refpective provinces, 
which the aparent debility of the regal authority very much 
favored. 


Cuttulich Chan, who, as Nizam ul muluck, commanded all the 
provinces of the Decan, being fenfible of the weaknefs of 
Mahummud, maintained a great {tanding army, under a pretence 
of keeping the unfubdued Hindoo Rajas and Mahrattor * chiefs 
in awe. But the real defign of this force was to found an inde- 
pendent kingdom for the Nizam in the Decan, as Haffen Caco 
Bemeni had done in the reign of Tuglick Shaw +. 


To facilitate his ambitious views, the Nizam ul muluck 
began to extend his power in the Decan, by the reduction of the 
neighbouring Rajas. ‘Though the revenues of his government 
mu{ft have been very confiderably increafed by thefe conquefts, 
he remitted none to the Delhi; and, at the fame time, to weaken 
the empire, he encouraged, or at leaft, permitted the Mahrattors 
to make hoftile incurfions into the interior provinces. Thefe ir- 
regular marauders ravaged the kingdoms of Malava, Narvar, 
Biana and Ajmere, in fuch a manner, that no revenues could be 
paid by the unfortunate inhabitants. 


The weak Mahummud, inftead of checking this infolence by 
the fword, difgraced the dignity of the houfe of Timur, by 
{ubmitting to become, in a manner, tributary to thefe defpicable 
banditti. He agreed to pay them the Chout, or fourth part of 
the revenues of thofe provinces, which had been fubje& to their 


* Thefe are they, who are known in Europe, under the disfigured name of 
Marattoes. 

t This Hafen Caco mounted the throne at Kilbirga in the Decan, which city 
he called from himfelf, Hafflen-abad, upon the 24th of Ribbi ul Achir, in the 
748 of the Higera. He aflumed the title of fultan Alla ul Dien. 

depre- 
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depredations. From this pufillanimous conduct of Mahummud, 
we may date the irretrievable decline of the Mogul empire. 
That opinion, which fupports government in every country, was 
now deftroyed in India; and cach petty chieftain began to ftart 
into a prince, as he had nothing to fear from a government which 
had betrayed fuch evident fymptoms of timidity. 


Chan Dowran Sumfam ul Dowla was, at this time, Amir ul 
Omrah, or captain-general of the empire. As the offices of 
paymafter-general and commander in chief of the troops are 
injudicioufly joined in one perfon, in Hindoftan, Chan Dowran had 
fuch an influence in the ftate, that he engroffed to himfelf all the 
minifterial power. He left, in fhort, nothing but their names in 
the governinent to the king and his vizier, Kimmir ul Dien Chan. 


Chan Dowran was fly, artful, infinuating; of an active and 
intriguing difpofition ; in appearance afiuming no authority, 
when, at the fame time, he directed every thing. He executed, 
in public, as by the king’s orders, whatever he himfelf had 
refolved upon in private. As the indolent Mahummud was even 
averfe to the trouble of thinking, the fuggeftions of this artful 
Omrah, who was full of plaufibility, and prompt to execute 
whatever he advifed, were always grateful to the royal ear. The 
captain-general, though perfonally brave, permitted his mafter’s 
authority to be daily infulted by defpicable enemies. He forefaw 
that to take the field, without the king, would probably put an 
end to his influence over him; for he knew that the difpofition 
of Mahummud was fickle and inconftant ; and apt to be fwayed 
to any thing, by every artful perfon near him. 


Dowran made many unfuccefsful attempts to perfuade Ma- 
hummud to accompany him to the field. The diffolute monarch 
was not to be removed from the luxurious indolence of the 

4. palace. 





ile 
i 
y 5 

A 


OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE. 


palace. The Mahrattors, in the mean time, continued their 
inroads. They ravaged the province of Guzerat, and raifed 
the Chout as far as the Indus. They returned back from that 
river, by the way of Ajmere and Biana, and fpread their devafta- 
tions to the very gates of Agra. 


The captain-general, though much againft his inclination, 
found himfelf obliged to march againft thefe plunderers. But, 
inftead of chaftifing them, he inglorioufly promifed to pay them 
the Chout, upon condition they fhould immediately evacuate the 
provinces. 





The barbarians, gaining courage by this fubmiffion, and truft- 
ing very little to promifes extorted by fear, from Dowran, croffed 
the Jumna, near Calpee, with a defign to plunder the province 
of Oud. Sadit Chan, who then poffeffed that fubathip, oppofed 
them, between the rivers in the diftri€@t of Korah, and gave them 
a total defeat. They fled to Feridabad near Delhi, whither they 
were clofely purfued by Sadit, who had, on his way, joined the 
imperial army under Dowran. 





Before the united armies under Dowran and Sadit came up, 
the Mahrattors made an attempt to plunder Delhi. They 
were oppofed, without the walls, by two imperial Omrahs, 
Haffen Chan and Amir Chan, the former of whom was killed 
in the action. The Mahrattors had now poffefled themfelves of 
the fuburbs, when Kimmir the vizier, coming up with an army, 
put them to fiight. But notwithftanding thefe repeated defeats, 
the Mahrattcrs found means to retreat, with a great booty to 
the Decan. 


The king and his minifters, finding that the Nizam of the 
Decan favored the incurfions of the Mahrattors, devifed many 
{chemes 
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fchemes to inveigle him to court, that they might deprive him 
either of his life or government. ‘The crafty Nizam, pene- 
trating into their defigns, conceived an implacable refentment 
againft Chan Dowran, who, he knew, was at the bottom of 
the whole affair. But as the empire, notwithftanding its grow- 
"ing imbecillity, was ftill fufficiently ftrong to reduce the Nizam, 
had he broke forth in open rebellion, he thought it moft prudent 
to obey the royal command. He, however, previoutly, ftrength- 
ened his intereft at court, by a coalition with many great Omrahs, 
who were difgufted with the infolence of Dowran. 


Cuttulich Chan, having taken a ftep fo necefiary for his own 
fafety, fet out for court, leaving his fon Ghazi ul Dien in the govern- 
ment of the Decan. He arrived at Agra, with a retinue, or rather 
an army of 20000 men; and, as he held the office of Vakeel 
Muttuluch *, he expected to command Chan Dowran, and to 
draw all the reins of government into his own hands. 


Sadit Chan, Suba of Oud, pluming himfelf upon his fuccefs 
again{t the Mahrattors, afpired to the minifterial power. ‘The 
king continued to favor Dowran, and to fupport him again{t the 
Nizam; for, however weak Mahummud was, he could not but 
fee through that ambitious governor’s defigns, by his behavior for 
fome years back. But, as the Nizam had, upon the fpot, a 
force to protect his perfon, and a ftrong party at court; and as 
his fon, a man of great parts, commanded ull the proyinces of 
the Decan, the king was aflured, that to deprive Cuttulich Chan 
of his government, would occafion a revolt, which, in its confe- 
quences, might prove fatal to the royal houfe of ‘Timur. 


In the mean time, Sadit Chan, finding that he could not effec 
any thing again{ft the united interefts of the Nizam and vizier, 


* For the nature of this office fee the preface. 
who 
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who had joined factions, was eafily brought over to their party. 
‘The terms of this coalition were, that when the Nizam and Vizier 
fhould force themfelves into the management of the affairs of 
government, Sadit Chan fhould be appointed buckfhi *, with the 
title of Amir ul omrah, which Dowran at that time poffefied. 


The acceffion of Sadit and his party did not render the faction 
of the Nizam and Vizier fufficiently {trong to turn Dowran from 
his high employ. He had abfolute poffeffion of the royal ear, and 
the army, who depended upon him for their pay, remained firm 
to his intereft. The faction of the malcontents was reduced to 
defpair; and Nizam ul muluek, to gratify his refentment againft 
Dowran, concerted, with Sadit, a plan, which gave the laft ftroke 
to the tottering authority of the crown. 


The famous Nadir Shaw, king of Perfia, was, at this juncture, 
in the province of Candahar. ‘The difaffeted Omrahs refolved 
to invite him to Hindoftan. ‘They forefaw that a Perfian invafion 
would occafion confufions and diftractions in the empire, which 
muft facilitate their own fchemes of independence in their 
refpective governments; it muff, at any rate, ruin Chan Dowran, 
which was a Very capital object to men poffeffed of fuch inveterate 
animofities again{t that minifter. 


Whether the Nizam did not even extend his views to the empire 
itfelf, admits of fome doubt. Many fenfible men in India think 
that he did; and affirm, that his opinion was, that Nadir Shaw 
would depofe Mahummud ; and, to fecure his conqueft, extirpate 
the family of Timur: he argued with himfelf, that as it was 
not probable that the Perfian would fix his refidence in Hin- 
doftan, he hoped, for his fervices, to fecure to himfelf the vice- 


* Paymafter-general of the forces 
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A.D. 1738. royfhip of that empire; and that afterwards time and circum- 


March, 


{tances would point out the line of his future proceedings. 


Full of thefe ambitious projects, and at the fame time to 
avenge himfelf of his political enemy, the Nizam, in conjunction 
with Sadit, wrote ta Nadir Shaw. ‘That monarch received 
their letters at Candahar, and, in an anfwer to them, pointed 
out many difficulties which he had to furmount in the pro- 
pofed invafion. He reprefented to them, that it would be 
extremely difficult to penetrate even into Cabul and Pefhawir, 
which provinces Nafir Chan had governed for twenty years, with 
great reputation, and kept in pay a formidable army of Moguls 
and Afgans: that fhould he even force his way through the 
government of Nafir, there were five great rivers to crofs in 
Punjab, where Zekirriah Chan, fubadaér of Lahore, would cer- 
tainly oppofe him; and that even fhould he get over thofe ob- 
{tacles, the imperial army ftill remained to be defeated. 


Nizam ul muluck, and his colleague in treafon, endeavoured 
to remove the king’s objections, by affuring him, that they 
would bring over the governors of the frontier provinces to their 
faction; and that, as they themfelves commanded one half of 
the imperial army, little danger was to be dreaded from the 
other. Nadir Shaw began his march from Candahar, with a 
great army, about the vernal equinox of the 1149 of the Higera. 
He took the rout of Ghizni, and the governor of that city came 
out with prefents, and fubmitted himfelf and the province to the 
king, agreeing to pay the ufual revenues to Perfia. Nadir Shaw 
continued his march from Ghizni to Cabul, which city he im- 
mediately invefted. Shirza Chan, an omra of feventy years of 
age, was, at this time, governor of Cabul, Being fummoned, 


he 





= : “aN 
= . . Y \ 
le * 6 N | 
\ A -} > j 
We 2 a 
4 AS 
ty a 
Ni UE ip 


OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE. 


II 


he refufed to furrender, and made the proper difpofitions for an A.D. 1738. 


obítinate defence. 


The king of Perfia finding that neither fair promifes nor threats 
could induce Shirza to open the gates of Cabul, aflaulted the 
place for fix days together. In this defperate manner, many of 
the braveit foldiers, who fuffer moft upon thefe occafions, fell; 
without making any impreffion on the befieged: upon the 
feventh day, Nadir Shaw found means to bring over to his party 
Nafir Chan, governor of the province of Cabul, the fon of that 
Nafir, who was, for twenty years, fubadar of Pefhawir. That 
traitor, with the provincial army, prefented himfelf at that gate 
of the city which was oppofite to the fide of the attack, and 
fent a letter to the gallant Shirza. He requefted immediate 
admittance to the place, to prevent his being cut off by the 
enemy ; infinuating, that his forces, when joined with the gar- 
rifon, would be a match for the Perfians in the field. 


The unfortunate Shirza, not fufpecting the treachery of the 
young Omrah, confented to receive within the walls the women 
and baggage of the provincial army; but infifted that the troops 
fhould encamp before the gate, till they fhould confult together 
what was beft to be done upon this urgent occafion. 


The women and baggage were accordingly admitted, with a 
proper guard, and Shirza, with a few attendants, went out to 
have an interview with Nafir. No fooner was Shirza out of the 
city, than the king of Perfia began a general affault; while one 
Abdul Rahim, an officer of the traitor Nafir, feized upon Shirza, 
and confined him. 
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The two fons of Shirza, ignorant of their father’s fate, in the 
mean time defended the gates with great firmnefs and refolution ; 
till one of them was killed by that part of Nafir’s army that had 
been admitted into the city. The remaining brother, in this 
def{perate fituation, knew not which enemy he ought to oppofe, 
while the garrifon, ftruck with terror and confufion, deferted 
their pofts upon the wall. Nadir Shaw took advantage of this 
panick, forced open the gates, took the place, maflacred many 
of the inhabitants, and inhumanly put to death the gallant 
Shirza Chan and his fon. 


The king of Perfia found in the treafury of Cabul two crores 
of roupees, and effects to the value of two crores more: in 
thefe were included four thoufand complete fuits of armour, in- 
laid with gold; four thoufand of polifhed fteel, four thoufand 
mails for horfes, anda great quantity of fine tiffues and dreffes, 
depofited in Cabul by Shaw Jehan. Nadir Shaw remained at 
Cabul {even months, before he would attempt to crofs the Indus. 
He, in the mean time, kept up a correfpondence with the con- 
{pirators in Delhi, and maturely fettled his plan of operations. 
He, at length, put his army in motion, and directed his march 
to Pifhawir. 


Nafir Chan, fubadar of Pifhawir, had wrote, repeatedly, to 
the court of Delhi, for fuccours ; but Chan Dowran, in his 
an{wers, affected to defpife the king of Perfia; and infinuated, 
that it was impofhble he could meditate the conqueít of Hin- 
doftan. He, however, promifed, from time to time, that he 
himfelf would march with the imperial army, and drive the 
invader back to Perfia. The difaffeted Omrahs wrote, at the 
fame time, to Nafir, to make the beft terms he could with Nadir 

5 Shaw ; 
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Shaw; for that there was little hopes of his being reinforced 
with any part of the royal army. 


Nafir Chan, finding himfelf neglected by the court, after a 
faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf prifoner to the king of Perfia, 
upon the 2oth of Shaban. He was foon after taken into favor 
by that monarch, and appointed one of his viziers. Nadir Shaw 
had, by this time, crofied the Attock or the Nilab, one of the 
moft confiderable of the five branches of the Indus. He iffued 
out an order to ravage the country, to fpread the terror of his 
arms far and wide. 


Daily advices of the approach of the Perfians came to Delhi. 
A general confternation among the people, and a diftraétion in 
the councils of the government enfued. The king and his mi- 
nifter, Dowran, were fo weak, that either they did not fufpect 
the treachery of the difaffected Omrahs, or took no meafures to 
prevent their defigns. New obftacles were daily thrown in the 
way of the military preparations of Dowran, till the Nizam and 
his colleagues thought, that the procraftination which they had 
occafioned, had fufficiently weakened the imperial caufe. 








Upon the firft of Ramzan, the Vizier, the Nizam ul muluck, 
and Dowran, incamped without the city, with a great train of 
artillery, and began to levy forces. Nadir Shaw, during thefe 
tranfactions, crofied the Bea, and on the firt of Shawal appeared 
before Lahore. Zekeriah Chan, governor of the city and pro- 
vince, who was incamped with 5000 horfe before the walls, 
retreated into the city. He, the next day, marched out and 
attacked the Perfians. A general rout of his army was the con- 
fequence, and the conquerors were fo clofe to the heels of the 
run-aways, that they poffefied themfelves of the gates.---Ze- 

keriah 
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keriah waited immediately upon Nadir Shaw, with a nazir of 
half a lack of roupees, was politely received by that monarch, 
and Lahore was preferved from being plundered. 


The king of Perfia continued his march towards Delhi, and, 
upon the 14th of Zicada, appeared in fight of the imperial army. 
Mahummud Shaw was incamped upon the plains of Karnal; fo 
that only the canal, which fupplied Delhi with water, divided 
the armies. ‘The Moguls had only poffeffed themfelves of that 
ground about two days before the arrival of Nadir Shaw, and had 
thrown up entrenchments and redoubts before them, mounted 
with five hundred pieces of artillery. The army, which the 
king now commanded in perfon, confifted of 150,000 horfe, ex- 
clufive of irregular infantry. This unweildy body of militia was 
compofed of all forts of people, collected indifcriminately in the 
provinces, by the Omrahs, who thought that a fufficient number 
of men and horfes was all that was neceflary to form a good army. 
Subordination was a thing unknown in the Mogul camp: the 
private foldier, as well as the Omrah, acted only by the impulfe 


of his own mind. 


The Perfians, though not fo numerous as the Moguls, were 
under fome degree of regulation. ‘The rank of Nadir Shaw’s 
officers was determined; and his own commands were inftantly 
and implicitly obeyed. Severe to excefs, he pardoned no negleé& 
or difobedience in his Omrahs. He has even been known to 
fend an effawil * to a general, at the head of 5000 horfe; with 
orders to make him halt and receive corporal punifhment, for a 
mifdemeanor, in the front of hisown men. Though this rigor 
may be thought in Europe too tyrannical and repugnant to a mi- 
litary fpirit; yet, in a country where the principles of honor are 


* A mace-bearer, 
little 
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little known, fear is the ftrongeft motive to a ftrict performance A.D. 1739. 


of duty. 


Sadit Chan, upon the 14th of Zicada, having out-marched his February 14. 


baggage, joined the imperial army. Juft as he was receiving an 
honorary drefs from Mahummud Shaw, advice came that 
the Herawils of Nadir Shaw had attacked his baggage. Sadit 
Chan requefted of the king to be permitted to march out againít 
the Herawils. The whole of this attack was a plan concerted 
between Nadir Shaw and the traitor, in order to draw the Mo- 
guls from their entrenchments. The king, however, laid his 
commands upon Sadit to wait until the next morning, when, 
“« by the favor of God,” he intended to march out, with his 
whole army, to give the Perfians battle. 


But fo little did Sadit regard Mahummud’s orders, that, as 
{foon as he had quitted the prefence, he iffued out with 10000 
horfe, which he had brought from his government, and attacked 
the enemy. A mock engagement now commenced, between 
Sadit and a partof the Perfian army; who were ordered to retreat 
before him. He fent repeated meflages, from the field to the 
king, requefting more troops, and that he would drive the enemy 
back to Perfia. 


Mahummud, juftly incenfed at the difobedience of Sadit, 
would not, for fome time, permit any fuccours to be fent to him. 
Chan Dowran, at length, prevailed with the king to permit him, 
with 15000 men, to fupport Sadit. When Chan Dowran came 
up to the field, Sadit, in a feigned attack, joined the Perfians, 
and permitted himfelf to be taken prifoner. His defign was to 
get the ftart of his partner in treafon, Nizam ul muluck, in en- 
gaging the Perfian monarch in his intereft. 


I In 
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In the mean time, the troops of Sadit being ftrangers to 
the treachery of their commander, joined Chan Dowran, and con- 
tinued the engagement. Chan Dowran was immediately attacked 
on all fides, by the bulk of the Perfian army. He, however, 
for fome time, maintained his ground with great firmnefs and re- 
folution; and was at length unwillingly drawn from the field, 
though he had received a wound which foon after proved mortal, 
by three repeated meffages from the king, commanding his im- 
mediate attendance. 


Mahummud Shaw was, with good reafon, apprehenfive that 
Nizam ul muluck, who was then in the camp, was preparing to 
feize him, which made him fo anxious for the prefence of Dow- 
ran. When the wounded general appeared before the king, he 
told him the fituation of affairs, and earneftly intreated him to 
permit him to return to the field, with the troops which were 
under his immediate command, as captain-general, confifting of 
36000 men, together with two hundred pieces of cannon. 
s Grant my requeft,” faid he, ‘* and you fhall never fee me re- 
‘¢ turn but in triumph.” 


The king was now perplexed beyond meafure. He dreaded 
the defigns of the Nizam, fhould Dowran be abfent, and, at the 
fame time, he durft not permit the traitor to march out of the 
lines, for fear he fhould join the Perfians. He, therefore, fell 
into the common error of weak minds, and hefitated, in hopes 
that delay would give birth to a more favorable concurrence of 
events.---He was deceived: the happy moment, for the prefer- 
vation of himfelf and the empire, was now upon the wing. 
His troops maintained ftill their ground, under Muzziffer, the 
gallant brother of Dowran; anda reinforcement would turn the 
{cale of victory in their favor. 


When 
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When Chan Dowran quitted the field, the command of thofe A.D. 1739. 





Moguls, who were engaged, devolved upon his brother Muzziffer. 
That brave Omrah made a violent charge upon the Perfian army, 
and penetrated to the very door of Nadir Shaw’s tent. There, 
for want of being fupported from the camp, Muzziffer, Afiil 
Ali Chan, Dowran’s fon, Raja Gugermull, Meer Mullu, Eadgar 
Chan, and twenty-feven officers of diftinétion, covered one {mall 
{pot of ground with their bodies. ‘Ten thoufand common Mogul 
foldiers were flain in this defperate action; which had almoft 
proved fatal to Nadir Shaw, for his whole army were upon the 
point of giving way; feveral great detachments having fled back 
forty miles from the field of battle. After the engagement, the 
few that remained of the Moguls, retired within the entrench- 


ments * 


Chan Dowran, though wounded, had that night an interview 
with the Nizam ul muluck. It was agreed, that the whole army 
fhould next morning march out of the lines, and attack the Per- 
fians in their camp. But when the morning came, Chan Dow- 
ran’s wound, which he had received in the arm, was fo much 
inflamed, that he could not a&, and, therefore, the meditated at- 
tack was delayed. In the evening of the 18th, a mortification 
enfued, which was then attributed to fomething applied to the 
wound by a furgeon bribed by the Nizam; and many in India 
ftill continue in the fame belief. Be that as it will, Chan 
Dowran expired that night, amidft the tears cf his fovereign, 
who had a great friendfhip for him. 








* Frafer fays, that only 4000 Perlians were engaged; but we have reafon to 
doubt his authority, as we derive our account from feveral perfons, who were 
prefent in the action. 


VoL. Il. Appendix. "O When 
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When this brave Omrah, on whom alone the hopes of Ma- 
hummud Shaw refted, was dead, Nizam ul muluck ftood un- 
rivalled in the management of affairs. The whole authority de- 
volved upon him, and the king became a cypher in the midft of 
his own camp. The traitor finding now the power of the em- 
pire in his hands, under a certainty of being able to difpofe of 
the king at any time, according to his own pleafure, fet a treaty 
on foot with Nadir Shaw, for the immediate return of that mo- 
narch into Perfia. So little hopes had the Perfian, at this time, 
of conquering the Mogul empire, that he actually agreed for the 
pitiful fum of fifty lacks of roupees to evacuate Hindoftan. 


Sadit Chan, who, we have already obferved, was in the Perfian 
camp, hearing of thefe tranfactions, ufed all poffible means to 
break off the treaty. The regard of Nadir Shaw to his plighted 
faith, was not proof againft the lucrative offers of Sadit. That 
Omrah promifed to pay to the Perfian two crores of roupees out 
of his own private fortune, upon condition he fhould reduce the 
Nizam, and place himfelf at the head of the adminiftration.--- 
In the mean time, the Nizam, who was now appointed Amir ul 
omrah, by Mahummud, finding that Nadir Shaw broke the 
treaty, began to talk in a high ftrain, and to make preparations 
for coming to action with the Perfians, to which the king ftre- 
nuoufly urged him. But the active fpirit of Nadir Shaw was not 
idle during thefe tranfactions. He pofieffed himfelf of feveral 
{trong pofts, round the Indian camp, and totally cut off their 
fupplies of provifions. The Nizam perceiving that he muft a& 
with great difadvantage if he fhould march out of his lines and 
attack the Perfians, began to renew the treaty, and offered more 
than Sadit had done to Nadir Shaw. 











Mahummud, 
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Mahummud, being informed that thefe two villains, with- 
out his communication, were making feparate bargains, about 
himfelf and his empire, and that he even had not the fhadow of 
authority in his own camp, took a fudden refolution to throw 
himfelf upon the clemency of Nadir Shaw. ‘* A declared ene- 
“ my,” faid he to the few friends who {till adhered to him, 
<< is by no means to be dreaded fo much as fecret foes, under the 
‘ fpecious character of friends.” Having, therefore, previoufly 
acquainted the Perfian of his intentions, he fet out in the morn- 
ing of the 2oth, in his travelling throne, with a {mall retinue, 
for Nadir Shaw’s camp. 


The king of Perfia, upon the Mogul’s approach, fent his fon, 
Nifir Alla Mirza, to conduct him to the royaltent. Nadir Shaw 
advanced a few fteps from his Mufnid, and embraced Mahum- 
mud, and, fitting down, placed him upon his left hand. The 
fubftance of their converfation has been already given to the 
public by Frafer: and, therefore, we fhall only obferve here, 
that Nadir Shaw feverely reprimanded Mahumniud, for his pu- 
fillanimous behaviour, in paying the Chout to the Mahrattors, 
and for fuffering himfelf to be invefted in his camp, in the very 
center of his dominions, without making one fingle effort to re- 
pel the invafion. 





Nadir Shaw, after this converfation, retired to another tent, 
called to him his vizier, and confulted with him what was beft 
to be done with Mahummud, in this critical fituation. The 
vizier told him, that, fhould he confine the king, the Nizam, 
who commanded the army, would immediately a@ for himfelf; 
and, as he was an able officer, they might meet with ereat diffi- 
culty in reducing him. But that, fhould the king be permitted 
to return to the camp with affurances of friendfhip and pro- 

"C 2 tection, 


*9 


A. D. 1739. 
February 20. 


20 


A. D. 1739. 


February 24. 


February 26, 
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tection, a party would join Mahummud, that would, at leaft, 
be a ballance againft the influence of the Nizam. 


Nadir Shaw faw the propriety of what his vizier advifed. 
He immediately returned to the royal tent, and told Mahummud, 
that, as hitherto the imperial houfe of Timur had not injured 
the Perfians, it was far from his intentions to deprive Mahum- 
mud Shaw of his kingdom. ‘* But,” faid he, with a deter- 
mined look, ‘‘ the expence of this expedition muft be paid, 
“ and, during the time of collecting the money, my fatigued 
‘ army mutt refrefh themfelves in Delhi,” 


The emperor made little reply to Nadir Shaw’s difcourfe. 
He was, however, permitted to return to his camp, and the Per- 
fian began to lay fchemes to feize the Nizam. One Cafim Beg 
was employed in this affair. He, in Nadir Shaw’s name, made 
the Nizam many proteftations of friendfhip, and obtained a 
promife, that he would vifit that monarch in his camp. He ac- 
cordingly, upon the 24th, fet out, and was, immediately upon 
his arrival in the Perfian lines, feized, and, together with fome 
great Omrahs who attended him, confined. 


Mahummud Shaw, looking upon the Nizam’s confinement as 

a pla laid by the traitor himfelf, in order that he might negotiate. 
matters with the Perfian with more fecurity, determined to pay 
a fecond vifit to Nadir Shaw.---That monarch had, by this time, 
fecured moft of the Mogul omrahs, one after another, and when. 
Mahummud, upon the 26th, arrived in the camp, a tent was. 
pitched for him near the royal pavilion. The unfortunate Ma- 
hummud was carried into his tent, and left for fome time alone. 
A collation was brought him, and he ate very heartily; with- 
out betraying any fymptoms of being affected with his unhappy 
fituation, 
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fituation. Nadir Shaw was greatly aftonifhed when he heard of A.D. 1739. 





Mahummud’s behavior, and exclaimed: ‘“ What kind of man 
‘s muft this be, who can, with fo much indifference, give his 
‘¢ freedom and empire to the wind? But we are told, by the 
“ wife, that greatnefs of mind confifts in two extremes: to 
“ {uffer patiently, or to act boldly; to defpife the world, or to 
‘* exert all the powers of the mind to command it. This man 
« has chofen the former: but the latter was the choice of Nadir 
“ Shaw,” 


Though Mahummud was hindered from returning to his own 
camp, he was permitted to have all his domeftics about him, who 
amounted to three thoufand. A thoufand Kiffelbath horfe 
mounted guard upon him: but this pretended honor, which was 
conferred upon him, was a certain badge of his forlorn condi- 
tion. In the mean time, Kummir ul dien, the vizier, Surbullind 
Chan, Nizam ul muluck, and all the principal Mogul omrahs, 
were kept in the fame kind of honorable confinement. The 
Perfian had now nothing to fear from an army without officers. 
He entered the camp, feized upon the ordnance, the military 
cheft, the jewel-office, the wardrobe and armory.---He ordered 
three months pay to be immediately advanced to his troops, and 
the beft of the artillery he fent off to Cabul. 


Upon the 2d of Zehidge, Nadir Shaw moved from Karnal 
towards Delhi. The emperor, guarded by ten thoufand men, 
marched a few miles in his rear. ‘The Mogul army were, at the 
fame time, ordered to march in two irregular columns, one on 
each fide of the Perfians, the front of whofe column was ad- 
vanced two miles beyond the other two. By continued marches, 
Nadir Shaw arrived upon the 8th in the fuburbs of the city. He 
himfelf, at the head of 12000 horfe, entered the city next day. 

The 


March 


22 


A. D. 1739: 
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The king of Perfia, finding himfelf in poffeffion of Delhi, 
called Nizam ul muluck and Sadit Chan into his prefence, and 
addrefled them in the following extraordinary manner: “ Are 
“ not you both moft ungrateful villains to your king and coun- 
“ try; who, after poffefling fuch wealth and dignities, called 
“ me, from my own dominions, to ruin them and yourfelves ? 
« But I will fcourge you all with my wrath, which is the inftru- 
s ment of the vengeance of God.” Having {poke thefe words, 
he fpit upon their beards, and turned them, with every mark of 
indignity, from his prefence. 


After the traitors were thruft out into the court of the palace, 
the Nizam addrefied himfelf to Sadit Chan, and fwore, by the 
holy prophet, that he would not furvive this indignity. Sadit 
Chan applauded his refolution, and fwore he would fwallow 
poifon upon his return home; the Nizam did the fame; and 
both determined in appearance upon death, retired to their 
refpective houfes. 


Sadit Chan, in the mean time, fent a trufty {py to bring him 
intelligence when the Nizam fhould take his draught. The 
Nizam, being come home, appeared in the deepeft affliction : 
but having privately intimated his plot to a fervant, he ordered 
him to bring him the poifon. The fervant acted his part well. 
He brought him an innocent draught, with great reluctance. 
The Nizam, after fome hefitation, and having formally faid his 
prayers, drank it off in the prefence of Sadit’s {py, and foon 
after pretended to fall down dead. 


The fpy haftened back to his mafter, and told him that the 
Nizam had juft expired. Sadit, afhamed of being outdone in a 
point of honor by his fellow in iniquity, fwallowed a draught of 

real 
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real poifon, and became the juft inftrument of punifhment to his A.D. 1739 


own villainy. The Nizam was not afhamed to live, though none 
had greater reafon. He even prided in that wicked trick, by 
which he had rid himfelf of his rival, and afterwards actually 
enjoyed the intended fruits of all his villainies. 


The Perfian, in the mean time, placed guards upon the gates 
of Delhi, with orders to permit no perfon whatever to pafs in or 
out without his fpecial licence. Thefe ftri& injunctions were 
given to prevent the inhabitants from evacuating the place, and 
from carrying away their wealth. He, at the fame time, iffued 
his commands, that no perfon whatfoever fhould be moletted ; 
but he demanded twenty-five crores, as a contribution for {paring 
the city. 


Whilft the magiftrates were contriving ways and means to raife 
this enormous fum, by laying a tax in proportion to their wealth 
on individuals, famine began to rage in the city, as all commu- 
nication with the country was cut off. Upon the roth Nadir 
Shaw ordered the granaries to be opened, and fold rice at a certain 
price. This occafioned a prodigious mob in all the public Bazars, 
particularly in the Shawgunge, or royal market. A Perfian kif- 
felbafh in this market, feeing a man felling pigeons, feized by 
force upon his bafket. The fellow, to whom the pigeons be- 
longed, made a hideous outcry, and proclaimed aloud, That Nadir 
Shaw had ordered a general pillage. 


The mob immediately fell upon the Kiffelbath, who was pro- 
tected by fome of his own countrymen. A great tumult arofe, 
and fome perfons, bent upon more mifchief, cried aloud, That 
Nadir Shaw was dead; and that now was the time to drive the 
Perfians out of the city. The citizens, who in general carried 

arms, 
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A.D. 1739. arms, drew their fwords, and began to cut to pieces the Perfians, 


March 11, 


wherever they could be found. The report of the death of Nadir 
Shaw flew, like lightning, through every ftreet in Delhi; and all 
places were filled with tumult, confufion, and death. It was now 
dark, and the Perfians, who had been ftraggling through the city, 
returned to the citadel, except two thoufand who were killed by 
the mob. 


About twelve o’clock at night, the king of Perfia was informed 
of thefe tranfactions. He immediately ordered what men he had 
with him under arms, and, putting himfelf at their head, marched 
out as far as the Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. He thought it 
prudent to halt there till day-light fhould appear. He, in the 
mean time, fent for the Nizam, Sirbillind Chan, and Kimmir ul 
dien, and threatened to put them to inftant death, charging them 
with fomenting thefe tumults. They fwore upon the Coran, that 
they were innocent, and he pardoned them. 


When day began to appear, a perfon from a neighbouring ter- 
race fired upon Nadir Shaw, and killed an officer by his fide. 
The king was fo enraged, that, though the tumult had, by this 
time, totally fubfided, he ordered the officers of the cavalry to 
lecd their fquadrons through the ftreets, and fome mufqueteers 
to fcour the terraces, and to commence a general maffacre among 
the unfortunate inhabitants. ‘This order was executed with fo 
much rigor, that, before two o’clock in the afternoon, above 
100,000, without diftinction of age, fex, or condition, lay 
dead in their blood, though not above one third part of the city 
was vifited by the fword. Such was the panic, terror and con- 
fufion of thefe poor wretches, that inftead of bravely oppofing 
death, the men threw down their arms, and, with their wives 
and children, fubmitted themfelves like fheep to the flaughter. 
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One Perfian foldier often butchered a whole family, without A.D. 1739. 


meeting with any refiftance. The Hindoos, according to their 
barbarous cuftom, fhut up their wives and daughters, and fet 
fire to their apartments, and then threw themfelves into the 
flames. Thoufands plunged headlong into wells and were 
drowned; death was feen in every horrid fhape; and, at laft, 
feemed rather to be fought after than avoided. 


The king of Perfia fat, during this dreadful fcene, in the 
Mufgid of Rofhin ul Dowlat. None but his flaves durft come 
near him, for his countenance was dark and terrible. At length, 
the unfortunate emperor, attended by a number of his chief 
Omrahs, ventured to approach him with downcaft eyes. The 
Omrahs, who preceded Mahummud Shaw, bowed down their 
foreheads to the ground. Nadir Shaw fternly afked them what 
they wanted? They cried out, with one voice, ‘‘ Spare the city.” 
Mahummud faid not a word, but the tears flowed faft from his 
eyes. The tyrant fheathed his fword, and faid, ‘* For the fake 
“« of Mirza Mahummud, I forgive.” 


No fooner had he pronounced thefe words than, according to 
our author, the maffacre was ftopt; and fo inftantaneous was the 
effeé&t of his orders, that in a few minutes every thing was 
calm in the city. He then retired into the citadel, and inquired 
into the original caufe of the tumult. Seid Neaz Chan, the 
fuperintendant of the royal market, for having been active in 
this affair, was put to death. Kifrah Chan, a brave Omrah, for 
having defended his houfe againft the Perfians who came to 
maffacre his family, but who had not been concerned in the 
tumult, was beheaded. 


VoL. II. Appendix. *D The 
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The tyrants thirft for blood was not yet fatisfied. He fent 
detachments daily to plunder the villages near Delhi, and to put 
all the inhabitants to the fword. Six thoufand of the inhabitants 
of Mogulpurra were cut off for a very trivial offence. He fent 
a party into the royal market, where the tumult firft arofe, and 
ordered feven hundred perfons to be feized indifcriminately, and 
to cut off their nofes and ears. 


When now all difturbances were quelled by the blood of the 
unfortunate Delhians, the king of Perfia had leifure to pillage 
the city at pleafure. He feized upon the public treafure and the 
regaliaof Mahummud Shaw. In the treafury feveral vaults were 
difcovered, in which much wealth lay concealed, as well as 
many valuable effects. In the public treafury was found in fpecie, 
three crores of roupees: in the private vaults near two crores 
more. The Jewaer Channa * was eftimated at twenty-five crores, 
including the Tucht Taoos, which alone coft ten. The royal 
wardrobe and armory were valued at five crores. Six crores were 
raifed in fpecie, by way of contribution, upon the city, and about 
eight crores in jewels; all which, together with horfes, camels 
and elephants, amount to about fifty crores, or fixty-two millions 
five hundred thoufand pounds of our money. 


Great cruelties were exercifed in levying the contributions upon 
the city. Under an arbitrary government, like that of India, 
individuals find it neceflary to conceal their wealth. Some 
Omrahs, therefore, who had very little were taxed very high, 
whilft others who were rich came off with a moderate fum. 
Many of the former, under the fuppofition, that they adtually 
poficfled more wealth, were, after they had given all they were 
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worth in the world, tortured to death; whilft others, to avoid A.D. 1739. 


pain, fhame and poverty, put, with their own hands, an end to 
their miferable exiftence. 


Upon the 21ft of Mohirrim, the king of Perfia celebrated the 
nuptials of his fon, Mirza Nafir Alli, with the daughter of Ezidan 
Bukfh, the fon of Kaam Bukth, and grandfon of the famous 
Aurungzebe. The Shaw himfelf difcovered a violent defire to 
efpoufe the beautiful daughter of Muziffer Chan*; but he was 
prevented by one of his wives, who had the art to command the 
furious fpirit of Nadir Shaw, which the reft of the world could 
not controul. 


During all thefe tranfaCtions the gates of the city were kept 
fhut. Famine began to rage every day more and more ; but the 
Shaw was deaf to the miferies of mankind. The public fpirit of 
Tucki, a famous actor, deferves to be recorded upon this occafion. 
He exhibited a play before Nadir Shaw, with which that monarch 
was fo well pleafed, that he commanded Tucki to afk what he 
wifhed fhould be done for him. Tucki fell upon his face, and 
faid, “ O king, command the gates to be opened, that the poor 
‘ may not perifh.” His requeft was granted, and half the city 
poured out into the country; and the place was fupplied in a few 
days with plenty of provifions. 


The king of Perfia, having now raifed all the money he could 
in Delhi, reinftated Mahummud Shaw in the empire, upon the 
third of Siffer, with great folemnity and pomp. He placed the 
crown upon his head with his own hand, and prefented him with 
arich chelat; diftributing, at the fame time, forty more among 
the Mogul omrahs. He then gave to the emperor fome in- 
{tructions concerning the regulation of his army; to which he 


* The brother of Chan Dowran. He was flain in the battle at Karnal. 
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A.D. 1739. added fome general maxims of government. He put him upon 


his guard againft the Nizam, who, he plainly perceived, afpired 
above the rank of a fubject. <‘ Had not I,” faid the king of 
Perfia, ‘‘ foolifhly paffed my word for his fafety, the old * traitor 
“ fhould not now live to difturb Mahummud.” 


Every thing being ready upon the 7th, for Nadir Shaw’s 
return to Perfia, {trict orders were iffued to his army to carry no 
flaves away, nor any Indian women, contrary to their inclinations, 
upon pain of immediate death. Before his departure, he obliged 
Mahummud formally to cede to the crown of Perfia, the pro- 
vinces of Cabul, Pefhawir, Kandahar, Ghizni, Moultan and 
Sind, or, in general, all thofe countries which lie to the north-weft 
of the Indus and Attoc. The whole of the treafure which Nadir 
Shaw carried from Hindoftan, amounted, by the beft computa- 
tion, to eighty millions of our money. 


When this deftructive comet, to ufe the expreffion of our 
Indian author, rolled back from the meridian of Delhi, he burnt 
all the towns and villages in his way to Lahore, and marked his 
rout with devaftation and death. <“* But before he difappears be- 
‘“ hind the mountains of Perfia,” fays our author, continuing the 
metaphor of the comet, ‘‘ it may not be improper to throw fome 
light on the character of this fcourge of Hindoftan.” Nadir 
Shaw, together with great ftrength of body, was endued with 
uncommon force of mind. Innured to fatigue from his youth, 
ttruggling with dangers and difficulties, he acquired vigor from 
oppofition, and a fortitude of foul, unknown in a life of eafe. 
His ambition was unbounded and undifguifed: he never fawned 
for power, but demanded it as the property of his {uperior parts. 
Had he been born to a throne, he deferved it; had he conti- 


* The Nizam was near ninety years of age. 
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nued a fubject, his glories would have been lefs dazzling, but 
more permanent and pure. 


In a country where patriotifm and honor are principles little 
known, fear is the only means to inforce obedience. 'This ren- 
dered Nadir Shaw fo cruel and inexorable, that often, in his 
rage and the hurry of action, he inflicted general punifhments 
for the crimes of a few. Courage, which he poffeffed in com- 
mon with the lion, was his only virtue ; and he owed his great- 
nefs to the great defects of his mind. Had his eye melted at 
human miferies, had his foul fhuddered at murder, had his 
breaft glowed once with benevolence, or, had his heart revolted 
at any injuftice, he might have lived to an old age, but he would 
have died without the name of Nadir *. 


* Wonderful. 
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HISTORY OF THE DECLINE 


SECTION IL 


The Conclufion of the Reign of ManummuD SHaw. 


HE king of Perfia having evacuated Hindoftan, the 

Nizam began to difcover his own ambitious defigns. His 
rivals were now all removed; fome by his villainy, and others 
by favorable accidents. Without oppofition, the management of 
affairs fell into his hands. ‘Though he ingrofied, in fact, the 
whole power, he delegated the great offices of {tate to others. 
The name of vizier was retained by Kimmir ul Dien, and that of 
Buckfhi, or captain-general, was conferred upon the Nizam’s 
fon, Ghazi ul Dien Chan. He appointed Emir Chan fubadar 
of Allahabad, which fo difgufted Mahomed Chan Bunguith, to 
whom that government was promifed by the former adminiftra- 
tion, that he left the court without leave, and repaired to his 
Jagier at Ferochabad. 


The government of Oud being vacant by the death of Sadit 
Chan, that fubafhip was conferred upon an Omrah, called Seifdar 
Jung, together with the title of Burhan ul muluck. The Nizam, 
having nothing to fear from the fubas of the other provinces, 
continued them in their employs. Notwithftanding the fevere 
blow which the empire had juft received, no meafures were 
taken to revive the declining power of the crown. This was, 
by no means, the intereft of the Nizam, who now affumed 
every thing of the king, but the name. 


Mahummud Shaw having fuffered himfelf to be divefted of 
his power in his capital, it could not be expected that his autho- 
rity fhould be much regarded in the provinces. ‘The nabobs 
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and rajas, throughout the empire, paid now little attention to the 
firmans of the court of Delhi. Each of them entertained ideas 
of independence, and actually poffeffed a regal authority in their 
governments.---The Mahrattors, who had, for fome time back, 
made large ftrides to eftablifh the ancient Hindoo government in 
India, in the year 1153, made an incurfion into the Carnatic 
with an army of eighty thoufand horfe, under the command of 
Ragojee. Having forced the pafles of the mountains, they fell 
unexpectedly upon Dooft Ali, nabob of that province, in fubor- 
dination to the Nizam, who was governor-general of the Decan. 
The forces of Dooft Ali were defeated, and he himfelf, together 
with his fon, Haffin Ali, fell in the action, after having exhibited 
extraordinary feats of bravery and firmnefs. 


Sipadar Ali, the fon, and Chunder Saib, the fon-in-law of 
Dooft Ali, had {till confiderable armies under their command. 
But both having views upon the government of the province, 
inftead of oppofing the Mahrattors, committed hoftilities upon 
one another. The confequence was, that they were obliged to 
fhut themfelves up in places of ftrength, the firft in Velour, and 
the latter in Trichinopoly. The enemy were, by this means, 
permitted to ravage the province at their leifure, and to raife 
heavy contributions upon the inhabitants. 


Sipadar Ali, finding he could effect nothing in the field againft 
the Mahrattors, fet a negotiation on foot with them, by the 
means of his father’s minifter, who had been taken prifoner in 
the action by thofe barbarians. It was at laft determined in 
private, that, upon condition the Mahrattors fhould immediately 
evacuate the Carnatic, they fhould receive one hundred lacks of 
roupees, at {tated periods; and that, as a fecurity for the payment 
of this fum, they fhould be put in poffeffion of the territory of 

Trichi- 
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A. D. 1740. Trichinopoly. One of the terms was, that Sipadar Ali fhould 
be acknowledged nabob of the Carnatic. 


Ali, having thus ftrengthened himfelf with the alliance of 
the Mahrattors, his brother-in-law thought it prudent to pay 
him homage at Arcot; not knowing that Trichinopoly, and thofe 
diftricts which he pofieffed, had been made over to the Mahrattors. 
The barbarians, in the mean time, returned to their own domi- 
nions; but, about fix months thereafter, they made a fecond ir- 
ruption into the Carnatic, to take poffeffion of the territories 
which had been privately ceded to them by Sipadar Ali. Chunder 
Saib {hut himfelf up in Trichinopoly; and after fuftaining a 
fiege of three months, was, upon the feventh of Mohirrim, 1154, 
obliged to furrender at difcretion. 


Thefe tranfactions in the Decan did not difturb the peace at 
Delhi. The king and his minifters continued in a profound lethargy 
ever fince the invafion of Nadir Shaw, and feemed indifferent about 
the affairs of the diftant provinces. But a preffing danger at home 
roufed them for a moment. A fellow, from the low rank of a 
grafs-cutter, raifed himfelf to the command of a gang of rob- 
bers. As in the debilitated {tate of government, he committed, 
for fome time, his depredations with impunity, his banditti, by 
degrees, {welled to an army of twelve thoufand men. He im- 
mediately aflumed the imperial enfigns, under the title of 
Daranti Shaw. This mufhroom of a king was, however, foon 
deftroyed. Azim Alla, a gallant Omrah, was fent again{t him 
with an army from Delhi. He came up with the rebels, cut the 
moft of them to pieces, and flew Daranti in the action. This 
happened in the 1153 of the Higera. 


In 
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In the month of Regib, 1154, Sipadar Ali, nabob of the A.D. 1741. 


Carnatic, was affaflinated by his brother-in-law, Mortaz Ali, 
who immediately acceded to the Mufnud. But a general mutiny 
arifing in the army, the murderer was obliged to fly from his 
capital, in a female drefs; and Mahummud Chan, the fon of 
Sipadar, was proclaimed fuba of the Carnatic. 


The Nizam, who claimed the fovereignty of the Decan, feeing 
thefe repeated revolutions in the Carnatic, without his concurrence, 
began to prepare to leave the court of Delhi. He fettled his 
affairs with the miniftry, and returned to Hydrabad. He imme- 
diately collected an army, and, in the month of Ramzan, 1156, 
marched towards the Carnatic with near three hundred thoufand 
men. In the Siffer of 1156, the Nizam arrived at Arcot with- 
out oppofition; and found the country in fuch anarchy and con- 
fufion, that no lefs than twenty petty chiefs had affumed the titles 
of Nabob. ‘The Nizam made a regulation, that whoever fhould 
take the name of Nabob, for the future, without permiffion, 
fhould be publickly fcourged; and raifed immediately Abdulla 
Chan, one of his own generals, to the fubafhip of Arcot; 
ordering the fon of Sipadar Ali into confinement. He, at the 
fame time, poffefied himfelf of the city of Trichonopoly by 
means of a fum of money which he gave to Malhar Raw, who 
commanded there on the part of the Mahrattors. 


The Nizam, without drawing the fword, thus fettled the 
affairs of the Carnatic. He returned in triumph to Golcondah, 
whither Abdulla Chan, the new governor of Arcot, accompanied 
him. Abdulla, returning towards his government, was, the firft 
night after his taking leave of the Nizam, found dead in his bed; 
not without fufpicion of poifon from Anwar ul Dien Chan, who 
fucceeded him in the nabobfhip of Arcot, in the year 1157. 
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The Nizam in this abfolute manner difpofed of the provinces 
of the Decan, without the concurrence of the court, and 
actually became king of that country, though he never affumed 
that title. In the mean time, the Nizam’s fon, Ghazi ul Dien 
Chan, overawed Mahummud Shaw at Delhi, and left that indo- 
lent prince no more than the mere fhadow of royalty. 


Whilft the Decan, that great limb of the Mogul empire, was 
cut off by the Nizam, Aliverdi Chan ufurped the government of 
Bengal, Behar, and Oriffa. This fellow was once a common 
foldier, who, together with his brother Hamed, came from 
Tartary in queft of fervice to Delhi. In that city they continued 
for fome time in the fervice of the famous Chan Dowran, and 
afterwards became menial fervants to Suja Chan, nabob of 
Cattack. Suja Chan, after the death of Jaffier Chan, fucceeded 
to the government of the three provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Oriffa. 


The two Tartars, being poffefled of good natural parts and 
fome education, rofe gradually into office, and were greatly fa- 
vored by the nabob. Hodjee Hamed had, in a manner, be- 
come his prime minifter, and, by his political intrigues in the 
Haram, obtained the place of Naib, or deputy of the province 
of Behar, for his brother Aliverdi, who was then a captain of 
horfe. 


Aliverdi was not long eftablifhed in his high employ, when 
he began to tamper with the venal miniftry of Delhi, for a fe- 
parate commiffion for the province, which he then held of Suja 
Chan. Money, which has great influence in every country, is 
all powerful in Hindoftan. Aliverdi ftrengthened his {olicita- 
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tions with a round fum, and, by the means of Chan Dowran, A. D. 1741. 


became independent fuba of Behar. 


Suja Chan dying foon after, was fucceeded in the fubafhip of 
Bengal by his fon Sirfaraz Chan. We do not mean to iniinuate, 
that he had any right of inheritance to his father’s government, 
or that the fubadary had been eftablifhed in his family by any 
grant of the crown, which was contrary to the eftablifhed laws 
of the empire: but the government was now fo weak, that the 
nabobs took upon themfelves to bequeath their governments to 
their fons, which were afterwards, through a fatal neccflity, ge- 
nerally confirmed to them from Delhi. 


Sirfaraz, being a man of a haughty and imperious difpofition, 
foon loft the affection of all his officers. He difgraced Hodjee 


Hamed, and tarnifhed the honor of the powerful family of 


Jagga Seat. Hamed, however, took advantage of the general 
difaffection to Sirfaraz’s government. He formed a confpiracy 
again{ft the nabob, and invited his brother Aliverdi to invade 
Bengal. Aliverdi accordingly marched from Patna, in the month 
of Ramzan 1154, and entering Bengal, defeated and killed Sir- 
faraz Chan, at Geriah, near Muxadabad, and, without further 
oppofition, became fuba of the three provinces. 


The weak emperor, inftead of chaftifing the ufurper with an 
army from Delhi, fell upon an expedient, at once difgraceful 
and impolitic. ‘The Mahrattors threatened Mahummud for the 
Chout, which, before the Perfian invafion, he had promifed to 
pay them; and he gave them a commiffion to raife it themfelves 
upon the revolted provinces. The Suu * Raja, the chief of 
the Mahrattors, fent accordingly an army of 50000 horfe, from 


* Suu, in the Shanfcrita language, fignifies Glorioun 
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A.D. 1742. his capital of Sattara, to invade Bengal. This force, under the 


conduct of Bofcar Pundit, ravaged, with fire and fword, all thofe 
diftriéts which lie to the weft of the Ganges. 


Aliverdi, who was a brave foldier, defended himfelf with great. 
refolution. But he owed more to his villainy than to his arms. 
Having found means to affaflinate the leader of the Mahrattors, 
he forced them to retreat.---When the news of this horrid 
murder reached the ears of the Suu Raja, he ordered two other 
armies into Bengal; one by the way of Behar, and another by 
that of Cattack. ‘The firft was commanded by Balla Raw, and 
the latter by Ragojee.---Aliverdi, not being able to cope with 
this great force in the field, had recourfe to art. He fowed dif- 
fention between the two chiefs; fet a private treaty on foot with 
Balla Raw; who, having received two years Chout, evacuated 
the provinces, leaving his colleague to make the beft terms he 
could for himfelf. The fcale was now turned againft the 
Mahrattors. Ragojee retreated to Cattack, and, with conftant 
ancurfions and flying parties, greatly harraffed the provinces. 
The good fortune of Aliverdi at length prevailed, and he faw 
himfelf independent fovereign of Bengal, Behar, and Oriffa: 
though, to quiet the minds of the people, he pretended to pof- 
fefs grants from the court, which he himfelf had actually 
forged. 


We have been purpofely fùccin&t on the manner in which 
the Decan and Bengal were difmembered from the empire, as 


the facts are already pretty well known in Europe. We re- 


turn, now, to the affairs of the interior provinces. This fubjeét 
has hitherto been touched by no writer, and very few Euro- 
peans in Aĝa have made any confiderable enquiries concern- 
ing it. 

During 
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During thefe tranfaftions, nothing happened at Delhi, but the A.D. 1744. 
intrigues and factions of a weak and corrupt adminiftration. In 
the year 1157, Ali Mahummud, a Patan of the Rohilla tribe, 
Zemindar of Bangur, and Awla, began to appear in arms. 
Ali was a foldier- of fortune, and a native of the mountains of 
Cabuliftan, who, fome years before his rebellion, came to Delhi, 
with about three hundred followers of his own tribe, and was 
entertained in the fervice of Mahummud Shaw. Being efteemed 
a gallant officer, the command of a {mall diftrict, upon the road 
between Delhi and Lahore, was conferred upon him; where he 
entertained all vagrants of his own clan, who came down in quett 
of military fervice, from their native mountains. In this man- 
ner Ali expended all the rents of his diftriét, and he was hard 
preffed for the payment of the crown’s proportion of his income, 
by the fogedar of Muradabad, to whom he was accountable. 


Hernind, the fogedar, defpairing to get any part of the re- 
venue from Ali Mahummud, by fair means, prepared to ufe 
force. He raifed 15000 of his own vaflals, with a defign to ex- 
pel or chaftife the refractory Zemindar. Ali, by the affiftance of 
his northern friends, who lived upon him, defeated the fogedar, 
with great flaughter, and thus laid the foundation. of the Rohilla 
government, now fo formidable in Hindoftan. 





Kimmir ul Dien, the vizier, upon receiving intelligence at 
Delhi of this blow to the regal authority, difpatched his own 
fon, Meer Munnu, a youth of great bravery, with an army of 
30000, againit the rebels. Meer Munnu, croffing the Jumna, 
advanced to a place called Gurmuchtither, on the banks of the 
Ganges, and found that Ali Mahummud had acquired fo much 
firength fince his late victory, that he feared the tlue of an en- 
gagement, A negotiation, therefore, was fet on foot, and, after 
the 
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A.D. 1745. the armies had lain three months in fight of one another, a treaty 


was concluded. ‘The conditions were, that Ali Mahummud 
fhould keep poffeflion of the countries, formerly comprehended 
in the government of Hirnind, upon paying the ancient revenues 
to the crown, and that, in the mean time, one year’s payment 
fhould be advanced in four months. 


After this treaty was ratified, Meer Munnu returned to Delhi: 
but the appointed time elapfed, without any payments on the 
part of Ali Mahummud. He continued to ftrengthen himéfelf, 
annexed more diftricts to his government, and ravaged the 
neighbouring countries to fubfift his army. He, in fhort, be- 
came formidable enough to roufe the indolent Mahummud 
Shaw from his lethargy. That monarch took the field, with 
fifty or fixty thoufand horfe, and, in the year 1158, crofied the 
Jumna. 


Ali Mahummud, upon the king’s approach, retreated acrofs 
the Ganges, and fhut himfelf in Bangur, a place of fome ftrength, 
where the imperial army invefted him. ‘The rebel, for the firft 
two nights, made fuccefsful fallies, and killed many in the camp 
of Mahummud Shaw. The king, however, having drawn lines 
of circumvallation round the fort, after a fhort but bloody fiege, 
obliged the garrifon to capitulate. Ali made terms for his own 
life, and he was brought prifoner to Delhi, where he remained in 
confinement for fix months, 


The Patan chiefs, who were always, in private, enemies to the 
government of the Moguls, cafting their eyes upon Ali Mahum- 
mud, as a very proper perfon to raife their own intereft, folicited 
the emperor for his releafe. The weak monarch granted their 
requeft; but the Patans, not yet fatisfied, obtained for Ali Ma- 
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hummud the fogedarfhip of Sirhind.---This was fuch wretched A.D. 1747- 


policy in the court of Delhi, that nothing but downright infa- 
tuation, folly, and the laft degree of corruption in the miniftry, 
could ever have permitted it to take place. ‘The confequence 
was, that Ali Mahummud collected his difperfed tribe, kept 
poffeffion of Sirhind, of feveral diftri€ts between the rivers and 
beyond the Ganges, without remitting one roupee to court. 


We have already feen, that all the provinces to the north-weft 
of the Indus were ceded to Nadir Shaw. When that conqueror 
was affaffinated in Perfia, Achmet Abdalla, a native of Herat, 
who had raifed himfelf in his fervice, from the office of Chobdar, 
or mace-bearer, to that of Chazanchi, or treafurer, found means, 
with the affiftance of his own tribe, in the confufion which fuc- 
ceded the Shaw’s death, to carry off three hundred camels loaded 
with wealth, to the mountains of Afganiftan. This treafure 
enabled Abdalla to raife an army, and to poffefs himfelf by de- 
grees of the diftricts of the mountains, Herat, part of Chor- 
raflan, and all the provinces ceded by the crown of Hindoftan 
to the king of Perfia. Thus Abdalla laid the foundation of an 
empire, in thofe countries, which formerly compofed the great 
monarchy of Ghizai. 


Achmet Abdalla, perceiving the declining ftate of the Mogul 
government in Hindoftan, crofied the Attock, in the beginning 
of the year 1160, and raifing contributions upon his march, 
advanced towards Delhi, with 50000 horfe. The poor Delhians 
were ftruck with univerfal panic. The king himfelf was fick; 
and there were diftractions in the councils of the minifters. The 
preflure of the danger cemented all their differences. Ahmed 
Shaw, the prince royal, Kimmir ul Dien, the vizier, Seid Sul- 

4 labit 


33 


40 





HISTORY OF THE DECLINE 


A.D. 1747. labit Chan, and Seifdar Jung, took the field, with 80000 horfe, 


and marched to oppofe the invader. 


The imperial army left Delhi upon the 18th of Siffer, and 
advanced to a place called Minoura, ten crores beyond Sirhind. 
Abdalla’s army were here in fight; and both, afraid of the iffue 
of a battle, ftrongly entrenched themfelves. In this fituation 
they remained for thirty days; fometimes fkirmifhing, and at 
other times negotiating; but Ahmed Shaw having no money to 
give, Abdalla would not retreat. 


Abdalla, in the mean time, found means to advance fome 
pieces of artillery, which bore upon the flank of the imperial 
army. In the evening the vizier, being at prayers, received a 
fhot in the knee, and died that night. As he was very much 
e{teemed by the army, which in reality he commanded, though 
the prince bore the name, it was propofed to Ahmed Shaw, by 
Meer Munnu, the vizier’s fon, to conceal his death, left the 
troops, who depended upon his courage and capacity, fhould be 
affected by that accident. The prince, feeing the propriety of 
this meafure, called together a few of his principal Omrahs, and 
held a council of war. It was refolved, that the body of the 
vizier fhould be mounted upon his own elephant, in the Howadar, 
fupported with pillows; and that in the morning, by day-break, 
they fhould iffue out of the camp and engage the enemy. 


Orders were accordingly given that night to the Omrahs, to 
hold their troops in readinefs, and their refpective ftations ap- 
pointed to each. In the morning, before day, the imperial 
army was in motion; but Abdalla, having previous notice of 
their intentions, had prepared to receive them in his camp. 
The young prince Ahmed led the attack with uncommon bravery, 
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and was gallantly feconded by Meer Munnu, who performed A.D. 1747. 


furprizing feats of perfonal valour.---The Perfian defended him- 
felf with equal refolution, for the fpace of three hours. At 
length, his entrenchments were trodden down by the elephants, 
and the imperial army poured into his camp. 


An unfortunate circumftance, at this inftant, totally changed 
the face of affairs. Iur Singh, the fon of Joyfingh, raja of 
Amere, who commanded twenty thoufand horfe, rode up to the 
vizier’s elephant for orders, and difcovered that he was dead. 
Iffur Singh was naturally a coward, and only wanted an excufe 
to hide his head from danger. He turned immediately his face 
from the field, and was followed by all his troops. ‘The flight 
of fo great a part of the army drew many after them, parti- 
cularly Seifdar Jung, nabob of Oud. Abdalla not only recovered 
his troops from their confufion, but preffed hard upon the im- 
perialifts in his turn. 





Meer Munnu, upon this urgent occafion, difplayed all the bravery 
of a young hero, together with all the conduét of an old general. 
He formed in a column, and encouraging his troops, by words 
and example, bent his whole force againft Abdalla’s center. He, 
at the fame time, difpatched a meffenger to Iffur Singh and Seifdar 
Jung, affuring them that Abdalla was already defeated, and if 
they would return and affift him in the purfuit, he would permit 
none of them ever to repafs the Indus. The ftratagem had the 
defired effect. ‘They returned in full gallop to the field, and re- 
newed the charge with great bravery. 


Abdalla, having almoft affured himfelf of the victory, was, by 
this unexpected check, thrown into great confufion. Meer 
Munnu took immediate advantage of the enemy’s confternation, 
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A. D. 1747. drove them off the field, and purfued them five crores beyond 


their camp. ‘The lofs was nearly equal on both fides; but a 
compleat vićtory remained to the Moguls; for which they were 
entirely indebted to the furprifing efforts of Meer Munnu. 


A fingle defeat was not enough to difcourage Abdalla, who 
was a brave officer. He collected his difcomfited army, dif- 
graced fome of his chief Qmrahs, conferred their rank and 
honors upon others, rewarded thofe who had behaved well, and, 
with his fword drawn, riding through and through his troops, 
encouraged them again to action. The Moguls were not a little 
furprized, next morning, to fee Abdalla, whom they prepared to 
purfue, with his army drawn up in order of battle before their 
camp.---This uncommon confidence in a defeated enemy, threw 
a damp upon the courage of the conquerors. ‘They contented 
themfelves with forming the line, and with ftanding in expedcta- 
tion of the charge.---Abdalla, as the prince had fome advantage 
of ground, at the fame time declined coming to aétion, and, in 
the evening, encamped at a {mall diftance. 


The fecond day was fpent in fkirmifhes, and a diftant can- 
nonade: but, upon the third, to ufe a Perfian expreffion, the 
interval of battle was clofed, and the fhock was very violent. 
Though irregular armies of horfe make little impreffion upon a 
folid body of well-difciplined infantry; yet when they engage 
one another, upon equal terms, each trufts to the {trength of his 
own arm, and the battle is in general extremely bloody. This 
irregular kind of attack, it muft be allowed, requires a greater 
degree of perfonal courage, where man to man is oppofed, than 
to ftand wedged in a clofe battalion, where the danger may in- 
deed be as great, but not fo apparent, 
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The young prince Ahmed diftinguifhed himfelf in a particular A.D. 1747. 


manner in this action; and Meer Munnu, tenacious of the glory 
he had already acquired, was not to be refifted. Abdalla, after 
an obftinate refiftance, was again driven off the field, and pur- 
fued acrofs the Suttuluz. Here Abdalla, in fpite of his misfor- 
tunes, like an able and gallant commander, put the beft face 
upon his affairs. He had loft all his artillery and baggage, and 
being now lefs incumbered than the imperial army, he made a 
forced march, and, taking a circuit to the right, repaffed tho 
river, and next day, to the aftonifhment of the prince and Meer 
Munnu, was heard off eighteen crores in their rear, in full 
march towards Delhi. 


Intelligence of Abdalla’s march being received in the capital, 
every thing fell into the utmoft confufion, and a general panic 
prevailed. Ghazi ul Dien, the nizam’s fon, being at court, 
collected what forces he could, and marched out of the city to 
oppofe Abdalla. The enemy hearing of this army in their front, 
would proceed no further. His troops, with one voice, told 
Abdalla, That, before they advanced towards Delhi, it was 
neceflary to defeat the imperial army which was behind them. 
He was therefore conitrained to march back towards the prince 
and Meer Munnu, who expected a third battle: but Abdalla 
thought it prudent to decline it; and, by night, repaffed the 
Moguls, and continued his rout to Lahore. 








A change of affairs at the court of Delhi happening at this 
time, prevented the prince and Meer Munnu from purfuing 
Abdalla. They encamped on the banks of the Suttuluz, where 
Ahmed Shaw propofed to confer the fubafhip of Lahore upon 
any of his Omrahs who would undertake to recover it from 
Abdalla. After this offer had been declined by all of them, it 
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was accepted upon thefe terms by Meer Munnu; who, with a 
divifion of the army, marched towards Lahore, while Ahmed 
Shaw returned with the reft to Delhi. Mahummud Shaw had 
an inviolable friendfhip for his vizier, Kimmir ul Dien Chan. 
In the tottering ftate of the regal authority, all his confidence 
was repofed in that minifter. When therefore the news of 
Kimmir’s death came to him at Delhi, he immediately confidered 
his own affairs as defperate. He retired to a private apartment, 
and wept bitterly all night. In the morning he mounted the 
throne as ufual, to give public audience ; and, whilft every flat- 
tering courtier was running out in praife of the deceafed, 
the emperor feemed much affected. He, at lait, exclaimed : 
‘ O cruel fate! thus to break the ftaff of my old age.---Where 
‘© now fhall I find fo faithful a {fervant ?”---With thefe words he 
fell into a fit, to which he was fometimes fubject, and expired 
fitting upon his throne. 


The death of Mahummud Shaw happened upon the 8th of 
Ribbi ul Sani, in the r160 year of the Higera, after a difaftrous 
reign of thirty years. The court endeavored to conceal his 
death till his fon prince Ahmed fhould arrive. He accordingly, 
upon. the 7th day after his father’s deceafe, entered Delhi; being 
fent for by exprefs from Ghazi ul Dien Chan, who was fuppofed 
by the ignorant vulgar, who are always ready to afcribe fudden 
deaths to violence, to have made away with Mahummud Shaw 


MAnUMMUD SHAW was remarkably comely; of a ftately 
{tature and affable deportment. He was no fmall proficient in 
the learning of his country; and he wrote the Arabic and 
Perfian languages with the greateft elegance and propriety. He 
was perfonally brave; but the eafinefs and equality of his tem- 
per made his actions appear undecifive and irrefolute. Good- 
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natured to a fault, he forgave, in others, crimes which his own A.D. 1747. 


foul would abhor to commit; and thus he permitted his autho- 
rity to become a victim to an ill-judged clemency. Naturally 
indolent and diffident of his own abilities, his mind perpetually 
fluctuated from one object to another. His paffions therefore 
took no determined courfe of their own; but were eafily diverted 
into any channel, by whatever perfon was near him.--- “ The 
“ foul of Mahummud,” faid a Mogul who knew him well, 
s was like the waters of a lake, eafily agitated by any ftorm, 
“ but which {fettle immediately after the winds are laid.” If his 
eafinefs or irrefolution in politicks led him into many errors, he 
bore with indifference, if not with fortitude, the misfortunes 
which were their natural confequence. 


Born in the funfhine of a court, brought up in the bofom of 
luxury, confined within the walls of a zennana, and, in a man- 
ner, educated among eunuchs, as effeminate as thofe whom they 
guard, we are not to wonder that the princes of the Eaft thould 
degenerate in a few generations. If to thefe obftructions to the 
exertion of the manly faculties of the foul, we add the natural 
lenity of Mahummud, a common but unfortunate virtue in the 
race of Timur, it ought not to furprize us, that in a country 
like India, his reign fhould be crowded with uncommon misfor- 
tunes. Had his fate placed Mahummud in Europe, where 
eftablifhed laws fupply the want of parts in a monarch, he might 
have flumbered with reputation upon a throne; and left behind 
him the character of a good, though not of a great, prince. 
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SECTION I. 


The Hiftory of the Reign of AumMED SHAW. 


PON the 17th of Ribbi ul Sani, in the year 1160 of the 

Higera, AHMED SHAW, the fon of Mahummud, mounted 
the throne of Delhi. The firft act of this reign, was the ap- 
pointment of Seifdar Jung, the irrefolute fuba of Oud, to the 
vizarit. ‘This fellow was originally a merchant of Perfia, known 
there by the name of Abul Munfur. He travelled to India to 
fell his commodities ; and was retained there as an accomptant, 
by the famous Sadit Chan, governor of Oud. He behaved fo 
much to his mafter’s fatisfaction in that ftation, that he advanced 
him to a command in the army, and conferred upon him his 
daughter in marriage. His alliance with Sadit fo much raifed 
his intereft at the court of Delhi, that, upon the death of his 
father-in-law, he was raifed to the fubafhip of Oud. Though 
he was a very bad foldier, fuch was the fmoothnefs of his tongue 
and plaufibility of behavior, that he paffed upon the weak as a 
man of confiderable parts; which, together with fome know- 
ledge in the finances, paved his way to the high employ of vizier. 
Ghazi ul Dien continued bukfhi; and no other material changes 
in the adminiftration happened upon the acceffion of Ahmed. 





The war with Abdalla, which was now carried on in Punjab 
by Meer Munnu with various fuccefs, ingroffed the attention of 
the court of Delhi; for the greateft part of the imperial army 
was employed in that fervice. Advices, in the mean time, 
arrived from the Decan, of the death of the famous Nizam ul 
muluck, in the one hundred and fourth year of his age; and 
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that his fecond fon, Nafir Jung, acceded to the government. A.D. 1747. 


It may not, perhaps, be out of place here, to give a fhort fketch 
of the character of the Nizam, who for a long time made fo 
great a figure in India. 


The Nizam, though no great warrior, was reckoned a confum- 
mate politician, in a country where low craft and deceit, with- 
out any principles of honor and integrity, obtain the appellation 
of great parts. The dark defigns of his mind lay always con- 
cealed behind an uncommon plaufibility and eloquence of tongue. 
His paffions were fo much under his command, that he was 
never known to difcover any violent emotion even upon the moft 
critical and dangerous occafions: but this apathy did not arife 
from fortitude, but from deep diffimulation and defign. It was 
with him an unalterable maxim to ufe ftratagem rather than 
force; and to bring about with private treachery, what even 
could be accomplifhed with open force. He fo habituated him- 
{elf to villainy, that the whole current of his foul ran in that 
channel; and it was even doubtful whether he could for a 
moment divert it to honefty to bring about his moft favored 
defigns. If the Nizam thewed any tendency to virtue, it was 
by fubftituting a lefler wickednefs for a greater. When fraud 
and circumvention could accomplifh his purpofe, he never ufed 
the dagger or bowl. To fum up his character in a few words; 
without fhame, he was perfidious to all mankind; without 
remorfe, a traitor to his king and country; and, without terror, 
a hypocrite in the prefence of his god. * 


* Nafir Jung, the nizam’s fon, having rebelled, was at the head of a great 
army. The deceitful old man counterfeited ficknefs fo well, and wrote fuch 
pathetic letters to Nafir, requefting to fee him before he died, that the young 
fellow was taken in the fnare, vifited his father, and was imprifoned. 
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When the news of Nizam ul muluck’s death came to Delhi, 
Ghazi ul Dien, who was his eldeft fon, applied to the king for 
his fubafhip. But Nafir Jung, being poficfled of his father’s 
treafure, raifed a great army, and marched from Aurungabad 
towards Delhi; not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpeéts 
to the emperor. Ahmed dreaded nothing more than this cere- 
monious vifit from a man at the head of fo great a force. He 
judged that Nafir Jung, under that fpecious pretext, covered a 
defign to extort from him a confirmation of the fubadary of the 
Decan. He therefore durft not favor the pretenfions of Ghazi 
to the provinces of the Decan, and confequently was reduced to 
the neceffity of confirming Nafir Jung in his ufurpation. Thus 
the ftorm was diverted, and the new Nizam returned to 
Aurungabad. 


In the year 1161, Caim Chan Bunguith, jagierdar of Feroch- 
abad, having differed with Ali Mahummud, a neighbouring 
Zemindar, they both drew out their vaflals and dependents, and 
fought about ten crores above Ferochabad, and Caim Chan was 
defeated and flain. Seifdar Jung, the vizier, being informed of 
thefe tranfactions, fent orders to Raja Nevil Roy, his deputy in 
the province of Oud, to confifcate the eftate of Caim Chan. 
The deputy rigoroufly executed the vizier’s orders. He feized 
upon Caim Chan’s five fons, together with five of his adopted 
flaves, confined, and afterwards affaffinated them at Allahabad. 
Ahmed Chan, another fon of Caim Chan, remained ftit alive ; 
and, in order to revenge the death of his brothers, raifed the 
Patan tribe, of which he was now acknowledged chief, and 
marched againft Nevil Roy, who had colleéted all his forces to 
oppofe him. 


In 
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In the beginning of the year 1162, the two armies met ata A. D. 1748. 


place near Lucknow, called Callinuddi. The Patans were 
icarcely four thoufand {trong ; but the army of the deputy of 
Oud confifted of at leaft twenty thoufand. The Patan chief, 
infpired by revenge, and vigoroufly fupported by his friends, 
attacked in perfon Nevil Roy in the very center of his army, 
and flew his enemy with his own hand. The army of Nevil 
Roy, feeing him fall, immediately quitted the field. Their 
artillery and baggage, and foon after almoft the whole province 
of Oud, fell into the victor’s hands. 


When the news of this difafter arrived at Delhi, Seifdar Jung, 
the vizier, talked in a very high ftrain, and requefted of the 
emperor, that he might be permitted to lead an army againtt 
Ahmed Chan. The fultan confented; but the feafon being far 
{pent before the army was levied, the expedition was deferred 
till the folftitial rains fhould be over. In the month of Mohirrim, 
1163, the vizier, with an army of eighty thoufand men, marched 
from Delhi; and, without diftinétion of age, fex, or condition, 
put all the Patans he could find to the fword. Ahmed Chan was 
not intimidated by this great force. With fcarce twelve thoufand 
men he marched from Ferochabad, and met the imperialifts at 
Shuru Sahawir, near that city. 


The day happened to be very windy, and Ahmed improved 
that circumftance to his own advantage. He wheeled to 
windward, and the duft few in fuch clouds in the face of the 
imperial army, that they did not difcover the motions of Ahmed; 
but afcribed the darknefs which involved themfelves to the effe&s 
of a whirlwind, common at that feafon of the year. The enemy, 
however, like a thunderbolt, iffued from the bofom of this 
{torm, and at once {truck the Moguls with terror and difmay. 
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A.D. 1749. The Patans made fuch good ufe of their fwords, that they foon 


covered the field with dead; and the cowardly Seifdar Jung, 
without making one effort, was the firft of his army who fled. 
The Jates and Rohillas, though thus fhamefully deferted by 
their general, made head againft Ahmed Chan, and found means 
to carry off the greateft part of the artillery, which confifted of 
twelve hundred pieces of various bores. But neither of thofe 
tribes returned the guns to the king: they carried them to their 
own forts, to ftrengthen themfelves again{t his authority. 


This overthrow was a dreadful ftroke to the tottering empire. 
The greateft part of the province of Oud was loft; the Jates, a 
numerous tribe of Hindoos, who poffeffed a large territory near 
Agra; and the Rohillas, a Patan nation, who inhabited the 
greateft part of the country between Delhi and Lucknow, feeing 
the whole imperial force baffled by a petty chief, began to throw 
off their allegiance. Seifdar Jung, in the mean time, arrived with 
a {mall part of his army at Delhi ; and Ghazi Chan advifed the 
king to put him to death for the difgrace which he had drawn 
upon his arms. This punifhment would not have been too 
fevere for the vizier’s bad behaviour: but that minifter had 
ftrengthened his intereft by a coalition with Juneid Chan, the 
chief eunuch. 


The queen-mother, Begum Kudfia, being a woman of gal- 
lantry, had, for want of a better lover, fixed her affection upon 
the chief eunuch. She had the addrefs to dire&t the weak 
monarch in every thing, and to keep him in leading-ftrings 
upon the throne. Juneid Chan, though in no public employ, 
by means of Kudfia’s favor, held the helm of government; and, 
by his influence, not only faved the vizier’s life, but continued 
him in his office. 


In 
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In the courfe of the tame year, a treaty was concluded with A.D-.1752. 


the Mahrattors, who were {preading their devaftations over the 
fouthern provinces. The Chout was ftipulated to be regularly 
paid by the empire to thofe troublefome barbarians. Ahmed 
Shaw ordered an army to be levied, to recover the province of 
Oud; and it was foon compleated by the acceflion of forty thou- 
fand Mahrattors, who inlifted themfelves in the imperial fervice. 
But inftead of putting himfelf at the head of his forces, the 
weak emperor, by the advice of his mother and her gallant, 
gave the command of it to his vizier, that he might have an 
opportunity to retrieve his loft honour. 


Raja Sourage Mull, prince of the Jates, by the acquifition of 
the Mahrattors to the imperial army, judged it prudent once 
more to join the vizier with all his forces ; fo that the minifter’s 
army now confifted of no lefs than one hundred thoufand men. 
Seifdar Jung marched from Delhi, in the year 1164, againtft 
Ahmed Chan: but the Raja of the Jates, inftead of aiding 
him, found means to fruftrate all his defigns. Having fpent a 
whole campaign without coming to action, he patched up avery 
difhonorable peace, and returned to Delhi with the Mahrattor 
mercenaries at his heels, mutinous for want of their pay. 


The demand of the Mahrattors amounted to fifty lacks of 
roupees, which the government was in no condition to pay: and 
the fum gradually increafed with the delay. Ghazi ul Dien, 
who had been for {fome time foliciting for a royal commiflion for 
the fubafhip of the Decan, promifed to pay off the Mahrattor 
debt, upon condition he fhould receive from the emperor that 
appointment. Ahmed Shaw was glad upon any terms to get 
rid of thofe clamorous and dangerous mercenaries, and accordin gly 
iffued out the imperial funnuds to Ghazi. That Omrah having 
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A.D. 1751. fatisfied the Mahrattors in their demands upon Ahmed, engaged 


them immediately in his own fervice ; and having added to them 
a great army of other troops, obtained his own office of buckfhi 
for his fon Ghazi, a youth of fifteen years of age, and marched 
towards the Decan. 


The elder Ghazi’s brother, Nafir Jung, fuba of the Decan, 
and his fon Muzifter, who had fucceeded him in the government, 
were both dead. Sillabut Jung, the third fon of the old Nizam, 
now fat upon the Mufnud, which Ghazi claimed by the right 
of primogeniture. In the month of Zehidge, 1165, he, with 
an army of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, arrived in the 
environs of Aurungabad. ‘The forces of his brother, Sillabut 
Jung, the reigning fuba, were fomewhat inferior in number, 
but they were ftrengthened by a body of French mercenaries, 
which, in all probability, would infure to him the vi&ory. 
Sillabut Jung, however, was afraid of the iffue of a general 
battle; and, after fome flight fkirmifhes, he found means to 
prevail with his uncle’s wife to take off his competitor with poifon. 


Thus did the perfidious Sillabut Jung fecure to himfelf the 
empire of the Decan, without a rival. 


But to return to the tranfactions of the court of Delhi: Seifdar 
Jung, the vizier, finding that his own influence declined, and 
that Juneid Chan, the favorite eunuch, carried all before him, 
invited him to an entertainment, and, contrary to the laws of 
hofpitality, and altogether forgetful that he owed to Juneid his 
own life and fortune, afflaffiinated him by the hands of Ithmaiel 
Chan, one of his adopted flaves. Ahmed Shaw, being informed 
of this prefumptuous villainy, flew into a violent rage, degraded 
Seifdar Jung from the vizarit, and banifhed him the court. This 
was the effect of a fit of paffion; for the unfortunate king was 
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in no condition, in faét, to exert fo far his authority. The per- A.D. 1751. 


fidious vizier, finding that he had nothing to hope from fubmif- 
fion, broke out into open rebellion. He {foon after, by the 
affiftance of the Jates, advanced to Delhi, and befieged Ahmed 
Shaw and young Ghazi, the buckfhi, in that city. 


The fon of Kimmir ul Dien, who, in the reign of Mahummud, 
held fo long the vizarit, was raifed, under the title of Chan 
Chanan, to the vacant employ of Seifdar Jung, and began to 
fhew fome abilities in his new office. Young Ghazi, who was a 
youth of extraordinary parts, defended the city with great refo- 
lution for three months. The rebels were at laft fo difpirited, 
that Ghazi ventured to attack them in the field, and gained a 
complete victory. Seifdar Jung fled towards his former fubafhip 
of Oud, and left his allies, the Jates, under Raja Sourage Mull, 
to extricate themfelves from the perilous fituation to which he 
had brought them. 


The rebellion of Seifdar happened in the year 1166. The 
Jates being deferted by him, were in no condition to keep the 
field againft Ghazi. They fled before the imperial army under 
Akebut Chan, to their own territories near Agra. That general 
invefted the ftrong fortrefs of Billemgur, which he took by capi- 
tulation; but fo little did he regard his plighted faith to the gar- 
rifon, that he put them all to the fword. The Jates, in the 
mean time, came before the imperial army; but diffident of 
their own ftrength in the field, they feparated their forces, and 
{hut themfelves up in their forts. The imperial general alfo 
divided his army into detachments, and laid at once fiege to the 
two ftrong forts of Dieg and Combere, lying in the territory 
between Agra and Delhi. 


Ghazi 
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Ghazi ul Dien, in the mean time, to carry on more effectually 
the war againft the Jates, obtained permiffion from the emperor, 
to call in forty thoufand Mahrattors, under their two chiefs, 
Jeiapa Malhar Raw, and Raganut Raw. By this acquifition of 
ftrength, the imperialifts were enabled to carry on the fieges 
with vigor. At Delhi, young Ghazi and the new vizier con- 
tended for the command of the army. This conteft was after- 
wards fatal in its confequences; but for the prefent Ghazi ul 
Dien prevailed. He marched with a reinforcement from Delhi; 
and, upon his arrival in the country of the Jates, took the com- 
mand of the imperial army. 


The fieges continued two months after the arrival of Ghazi, 
and the garrifons were reduced to the laft extremities. The im- 
perialifts, in the mean time, had expended all their ammunition; 
and Ghazi was, upon that account, obliged to difpatch Akebut 
Mahmood to Delhi, with a good force, to bring him the neceflary 
{tores. The vizier feeing that the {trong holds of the Jates muft 
foon fall into the hands of Ghazi, fhould he be fupplied with 
ammunition, and being extremely jealous of any thing that might 
throw honor upon his rival, poifoned the mind of the weak king 
againft his buckfhi, by means of forged letters and villainous 
infinuations, that the young Omrah afpired to the throne. The 
enterprizing genius, and great abilities of Ghazi, gave fome 
color to fufpicions of that kind; and the unfortunate Ahmed, in- 
ftead of promoting his own caufe againft the Jates, took every 
meafure to prevent the fuccefs of Ghazi. 


The king accordingly begun to levy forces in Delhi, and wrote 

a letter to Raja Sourage Mull, the chief of the Jates, to make 
an ob{itinate defence, and that he himfelf would foon relieve him: 
that, under pretence of joining the army under Ghazi, he would 
attack 
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attack that general in the rear, and at the fame time difplay a A.D. 1752. 


fignal to the Raja, to fally from the fort of Combere.---Thus 
the king, as if infatuated by his evil genius, planned his own 
ruin. His letter fell into the hands of Ghazi, whofe friends at 
court had informed him of the intrigues of the vizier. Struck 
with the king’s ingratitude, and urged on by felf-defence, he 
immediately refolved upon open hoftility. He raifed the fieges, 
and croffed the Jumna, to oppofe Ahmed Shaw and his vizier, 
who were marching down between the rivers. 


The king, hearing of Ghazi’s approach, halted at Secundra, 
and endeavoured, by fair promifes, to bring back that Omrah to 
his duty. Ghazi, in anfwer to the king’s meflage, returned to 
him his own letter to Raja Sourage Mull. He wrote him, at 
the fame time, that ‘* he could place no confidence in a man, 
“ who plotted againft his life, for no crime; if to ferve the ftate 
“s was not one. What mercy,” continued Ghazi, “ can I ex- 
‘s pect from Ahmed, in the days of rebellion, when he treated 
‘ meas atraitor, in the days of loyalty and friendfhip? A prince, 
‘* that is weak enough to liften to the bafe infinuations of every 
“ fycophant, is unworthy to rule over brave men; who, by the 
« laws of God and nature, are juftified to ufe the power which 
s providence has placed in their hands, to protect themfelves 
‘¢ from injuftice.” 





The king perceived, by the ftrain of this letter, that Ghazi 
was refolved to pufh him to the laft extremity. He, however, 
durft not engage him in the field. He made the beft of his way 
to Delhi, and was fo clofely purfued by Ghazi, that that 
Omrah poffefied himfelf of one of the gates; upon which Ahmed 
Shaw and the vizier fhut themfelves up, with a {mall party, in 
the citadel. Ghazi immediately invefted the place; and the 
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A.D. 1753. king, after a faint refiftance, furrendered himfelf. Ghazi, after 


reproaching him for his intentions againft his life, committed 
him and the vizier to the charge of Akebut Mahmood. ‘The 
unfortunate fultan was deprived of fight, the next day, by the 
means of an hot iron. It is faid, by fome, that this was done by 
Akebut Mahmood, without orders, to fhew his zeal for the fer- 
vice of his patron; but, from the general character of Ghazi, 
we have no reafon to doubt his being concerned in this crime. 


Thus ended the reign of the unfortunate Ahmed Shaw: a 
prince, who, in his firft exploits, appeared with fome luftre. 
When he mounted the throne, as if action degraded royalty, 
he altogether gave himfelf up to indolence. To fave the 
trouble of thinking, he became the dupe of every fpecious flat- 
terer, and at laft fell the unlamented victim of his own folly. 
He poffeffed all the clemency of the houfe of Timur; but that 
virtue was now, in {fome meature, a vice, in a country fo corrupt, 
and in an age fo degenerate. ‘Though Ahmed was not defective 
in perfonal courage, he may truly be faid to be a coward in mind: 
dangers appeared formidable to him, through a troubled imagi- 
nation, which, upon trial, he had fortitude to furmount.---He 
fat upon the throne of Delhi {even lunar years and one month; 
and was depofed in the month of Jemmad ul awil, in the 1167 
of the Higera. 


The power and extent of the empire were very much dimi- 
nifhed in the reign of Ahmed Shaw. All the provinces, except 
thofe between the frontiers of the Jates, a few miles to the eaft 
of Delhi, and Lahore to the weft, were, in faét, difmembered 
from the government of the houfe of Timur, though they paid a 
nominal allegiance. The rich kingdom of Guzerat was divided 
between the Mahrattors and a Patan tribe, called Babbé; the 
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Decan was ufurped by the Nizam ul muluck’s family ; Bengal, A. D. 1753 


Behar, and Oriffa, by Aliverdi Chan, and his fucceffors; Oud, by 
Seifdar Jung; Doab, by Ahmed Chan Bunguifh ; Allahabad, by 
Mahummud Kuli; and the countries round Agra, by Raja 
Sourage Mull, the chief of the Jates.---Budaoon, and all the 
provinces to the north of Delhi, were in the hands of Mahum- 
mud Ali, Sadulla Chan, and other chiefs of the Rohilla tribe of 
Patans. A number of petty Rajas ftarted up into independent 
princes in Malava: Bucht Singh feized upon the extenfive ter- 
ritory of Marwar, and Madoo Singh reigned in the provinces 
round Joinagur and Amere. 





The gallant Meer Munnu ftill oppofed the torrent of invafion 
from the north. He maintained the war with fuccefs, againit 
Abdalla, for the provinces of Moultan and Punjab, and, for a 
{hort fpace of time, fupported the declining empire. Every 
petty chief, in the mean time, by counterfeited grants from Delhi, 
laid claim to jagiers and to diftriĉts: the country was torn to 
pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpecies of domettic 
confufion. Villainy was practifed in every form; all law and 
religion were trodden under foot; the bands of private friend- 
fhips and connections, as well as of fociety and government, were 
broken; and every individual, as if amidft a foref{t of wild beatts, 
could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm. 
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SECTION IV. 


The Hiftory of the Reign of ALLUMGIRE SANI. 


PON the fame day that Ahmed Shaw was deprived of 
fight, Ghazi ul Dien releafed from confinement Eaz ul 


Dien, the fon of Moaz ul Dien, and grandfon of Bahadar Shaw, 
the fon and fucceffor of the famous Aurungzebe. This prince 
was placed by Ghazi upon the throne, by the name of ALLUM- 
GIRE. To begin his reign with an act of beneficence, he ordered 
feventeen perfons of the imperial houfe of Timur to be releafed 
from prifon, to grace his coronation. It may not be improper 
here to fay fomething concerning the inauguration of the Mogul 
emperors. 


When a prince is, for the firft time, feated upon the throne, 
with the royal umbrella over his head, the Omrahs, according 
to their dignity, are ranged in two lines before, one upon his 
right, the other to his left hand. A herald then proclaims his 
titles ; and the Omrahs, each in his ftation, advance with an offer- 
ing in gold, which he himfelf receives from their hands. The 
fuperintendant of the kitchen brings then a golden falver, with 
bread, confections, and other eatables, over which the king, 
joined by the whole court, repeats a form of grace; and then he 
eats a little, and diftributes the remainder, with his own hand, 
among the nobility. This latter is an ancient Mogul ceremony, 
introduced by the family of Timur. ‘The emperor mounts then 
his ftate-elephant, and, attended by all the court, moves flowly 
towards the great Mufgid, throwing, as he advances, gold, filver, 
precious ftones, and pearls, among the populace. In the Mufgid 
he repeats a prayer, and afterwards divine fervice is performed by 
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the Sidder ul fuddûr, or the metropolitan of Delhi. ‘The Chutba, A.D. 1753. 


or the genealogy and titles of the king, are then read, and he re- 
turns to the palace with the fame magnificence and pomp. The 
Mogul emperors are never crowned: but upon fome feftivals 
they fit in ftate, under a large golden crown, which is fufpended 
by achain to the roof of the prefence-chamber, and ferves the 
purpofe of a canopy. 


Allumgire found himfelf as much a prifoner upon the throne, 
as he was formerly in his confinement. He was not a man of 
parts fufficient to extricate himfelf from the toils of that power, 
to which he owed his advancement; but had he made no efforts 
to acquire fome authority, the empire might have been, perhaps, 
reftored to its original dignity and {plendor, by the very extraor- 
dinary abilities of Ghazi ul Dien.---That Omrah now poflefied 
the office of the vizarit. Allumgire, without the capacity of 
guiding the operations of government himfelf, began to turn all 
his mean parts to thwart the fchemes of the vizier. Without 
confidering whether the meafure was right or wrong, it was fuf- 
ficient that it came from the vizier, for the emperor to oppofe it 
by his minions. 


This averfion in the king to Ghazi, did not long efcape the 
penetrating eyes of that young Omrah. He knew that he was 
furrounded by many enemies, and therefore was unwilling to 
refign an employ, from which he derived protection to his own 
perfon. In the mean time all bufinefs was fufpended, and the 
two factions, like armies afraid of the iffue of a battle, watched 
the motions of one another.---Nothing remarkable happened at 
Delhi, during the firt year of Allumgire, but the affaflination 
of the former vizier, about fix months after his imprifonment, 
by the orders of Ghazi ul Dien. 
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But, in the courfe of this year, the empire received a fevere 
blow on its frontiers, by the death of the gallant Meer Munnu, 
by a fall from his horfe. He had, in many engagements, de- 
feated Abdalla, and recovered from him the whole province of 
Lahore. No fooner was this brave Omrah dead, than Abdalla re- 
conquered all he had loft; and, advancing to Lahore, confirmed 
his fon, then an infant, in the government of that place, under the 
direction of an experienced Omrah. 


The great fuccefs of Abdalla, in the north-weft, began to 
roufe the court of Delhi. It was at laft refolved, that 
Ali Gohar*, Allumgire’s eldeft fon, fhould, in conjunétion 
with Ghazi ul Dien, the vizier, march with the imperial army 
againft the Perfians. ‘The treafury was now empty; and the 
few provinces, fubject to the empire, were grievoufly oppreffed 
for money to raife a force for this expedition. 


In the beginning of the year 1169, the imperial army, con- 
fifting of 80000 men, under the prince and young Ghazi, took 
the field. They advanced to a place called Matchiwarra, about 
twenty crores beyond Sirhind. They found Abdalla fo well 
eftablifhed in his new conquefts, that they thought it prudent to 
proceed no further. The whole campaign paffed in fettling a 
treaty of marriage, between the vizier and the daughter of Meer 
Munnu. It feems that Omrah, to ftrengthen his intereft at the 
court of Delhi, had, before his death, promifed his daughter to 
Ghazi; but, after that event, both the young lady and her mother 
were extremely averfe to the match. When the imperial army 
lay at Matchiwarra, the vizier inveigled both the ladies from 
Lahore to the camp, and finding all intreaty was in vain to obtain 
their confent, he, with peculiar bafenefs, clofely confined them, 
to intimidate them into a compliance. This together with op- 


* ‘The prefent emperor, 
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preffing the provinces, through which he marched, comprehended A.D. 1755. 


the whole exploits of Ghazi on this expedition. After {pending 
all the public money in this vain parade, the prince and vizier, 
without ftriking a blow, returned to Delhi. 


The caufe of this inaction of the vizier proceeded from ad- 
vices which he daily received from court. The king and his 
faction gained ftrength during his abfence; and he forefaw his 
own ruin, in cafe he fhould meet with a defeat from Abdalla. 
Upon his return to Delhi, he found it neceffary, in order to 
fupport his declining authority, to act with great rigor and 
tyranny. Some Omrahs he removed with the dagger, and others 
he deprived of their eftates. He confined the-king in the citadel, 
and did whatfoever he pleafed, as if he himfelf was vefted with 
the regal dignity. 


Allumgire, finding himfelf in this difagreeable fituation, 
adopted a very dangerous plan to extricate himfelf. He wrote 
privately to Abdalla, to advance with his army, to relieve him 
from the hands of his treacherous vizier. He promifed, that 
upon his arrival on the environs of Delhi, he fhould be joined 
by the bulk of the imperial army, under the command of Nigib 
ul Dowla, a Rohilla chief, to whom Ghazi had delegated his 
own Office of bucxfhi, when he rofe to the employ of vizier. 
Thus the weak Allumgire, to avoid one evil, plunged headlong 
into greater misfortunes. 


Abdalla, having received thefe affurances from the king, 
marched from Cabul, where he then kept his court, entered 
Hindoftan with a great army, and, in the year 1171, appeared 
before Delhi. ‘The vizier marched out with the imperial forces 
to give him battle; but, in the field he was deferted by his 
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A.D. 1757. friend, Nigib ul Dowla, with the greateft part of his army. 
The ignorance of Ghazi ul Dien of a plot fo long carried on, is a 
great proof of his extreme unpopularity. The confequence was, 
that Ghazi was obliged to throw himfelf upon the clemency of 
Abdalla, who had fworn vengeance againft him, fhould he ever 
fall into his hands. But fuch was the addrefs of the vizier, that 
he not only found means to mollify the Perfian, but even to 
make him his friend. He was, however, at firft turned out of 
his office, but he was foon after reftored by Abdalla himfelf, 
who now difpofed of every thing, as if he was abfolute king of 
Delhi. 


Abdalla entered the city, and laid the unfortunate inhabitants 
under a contribution of a crore of roupees; a fum now more 
difficult to raife than ten crores, in the days of Nadir Shaw. 
The Perfian remained two months in Delhi. The unhappy 
Allumgire, not only found that his capital was robbed, but that 
he himfelf was delivered over again into the hands of a perfon, 
who had now added refentment to ambition and power. 





The Perfian, after thefe tranfactions, took tne prince, Hedad 
Buxfh, brother to the prefent emperor, as hoftage for Allumgire’s 
future behavior; and, having forced Meer Munnu’s daughter to 
folemnize her marriage with Ghazi, marched towards Agra. 
He, on his way, laid fiege to Muttra, took it by affault; and, 
having facked the place, put the inhabitants to the fword, for 
the enormous crime of attempting to defend their lives and pro- 
perty. After this fcene of barbarity, Abdalla advanced to Agra, 
which was held on the part of the king * by Fazil Chan. 
This Omrah defended the city with fuch refolution, that Abdalla, 


* Though the Jates had all the country round Agra, they had not yet poffeffed 
themfelves of that city, 
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after fuftaining {fome lofs, thought it prudent to raife the fiege; A.D. 1757. 


but, being exafperated at this repulfe, he fpread death and de- 
va{tation through the territories of the Jates, who, unable to 
cope with him in the field, had retired into their {trong holds ; 
from which, they at times iffued, and cut off his ftraggling 
parties.---The Perfian returned to a place called Muxadabad, 
about eight crores from Delhi. Allumgire came out to pay his 
re{pects to him; and, by his conduct, feems to have been per- 
fectly infatuated. When the cries of his diftreffed people reached 
heaven, that contemptible monarch, inftead of endeavoring to 
alleviate their miferies, either by force or negotiation, was 
wholly bent on the gratification of a fenfual appetite. The 
caufe of his vifit to Abdalla, was to obtain his influence and 
mediation with Sahibe Zimany, the daughter of Mahummud 
Shaw, whom he wanted to efpoufe; the princefs herfelf being 
averfe to the match. When kings, inftead of exerting their 
talents for the protection of their people, fuffer themfelves to be 
abforbed in indolence and fenfuality, rebellion becomes patriotifm, 
and treafon itfelf is a virtue. 


In the mean time, the news of fome incurfions from the weft- 
ern Perfia, into the territories of Abdalla, recalled that prince 
from India. Malleké Jehan, the widow of Mahummud Shaw, 
and her daughter Sahibe Zimany, claimed his prote¢tion againtt 
Allumgire. He carried them both to Cabul, and fome time after 
efpoufed the daughter himfelf.---'The Perfian having evacuated 
the imperial provinces, the vizier became more cruel and oppref- 
five than ever: he extorted money from the poor by tortures, and 
confifcated the eftates of the nobility, upon falfe or very frivolous 
pretences. To thefe tyrannies he was no lefs driven by the neceffity 
of fupporting an army to inforce his authority, than he was by 
the natural avidity and cruelty of his own unprincipled mind. 


The 
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The king and his eldeft fon, Ali Gohar, were, in the mean 
time, kept ftate prifoners. The latter made his efcape in the year 
1172, and levying fix thoufand men at Rowari, began to raife 
the revenues of the adjacent territories. After he had continued 
this vagrant kind of life for nine months, the vizier, by the 
means of infidious letters, in which Ittul Raw, chief of the 
Mahrattors, Raja Dewali Singh, Raja Nagor Mull, and many 
other Omrahs, fwore to protect him, inveigled him to Delhi. 
But, in violation of all oaths and fair promifes, he was inftantly 
confined by Ghazi, in the houfe of Alla Murda Chan, where he 
remained for the {pace of two months. 


The vizier having received intelligence that the prince was 
privately attaching fome Omrahs to his intereft, and fearing that, 
by their means, he might again make his efcape, determined to 
remove him to the citadel. He ordered a detachment of five 
hundred horfe to execute this fervice. ‘The prince not only 
refufed to comply with the vizier’s orders for his removal, but 
ordered the gates of the houfe to be fhut, and, with a few 
friends, betook himfelf to arms. ‘The houfes of the nobility 
in Hindoftan are furrounded by ftrong walls; and, in faé, are 
a kind of fmall forts. ‘The vizier’s troops found it therefore 
extremely difficult to reduce the prince. He was befieged 
clofely for two days; and, finding that he could not defend 
himfelf much longer from the thoufands that furrounded the 
houfe, he formed the gallant refolution to cut his way through 
the enemy. 


He imparted his intentions to his friends, but they fhrunk 
from his propofal as impracticable. At laft, fix of them, feeing 
him refolved to attempt this defperate undertaking alone, pro- 
mifed to accompany him. On the morning of the third day, 
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they mounted their horfes within the court. The gate was fuddenly A.D. 1758. 


thrown open, and they iffued forth fword in hand, with the 
prince at their head. He cut his way through thoufands of 
Gshazi’s troops, with only the lofs of one of his gallant follow- 
ers. Raja Ramnat, and Seid Ali, were the two principal men 
concerned in this extraordinary exploit; the other four being 
common horfemen. Seid Ali was wounded, but four and the 
prince efcaped without any hurt. 


The prince having thus forced his way through the vizier’s 
army, iffued out of the city, and arrived at a place, called 
Vizierabad, about fix crores from the fuburbs. Ittul Raw, the 
Mahrattor chief, lay encamped with ten thoufand horfe at Vizier- 
abad. Ittul had been hired as a mercenary by the vizier, to fup- 
port him in his tyrannical proceedings: but refenting Ghazi’s 
breach of promife to the prince, and not being regularly paid, 
he now thought of plundering the country under the fanétion of 
Ali Gohar’s name. He received him, therefore, with very great 
re{pect, and promifed to fupport him. 


The prince, and Ittul Raw, accordingly continued, for the {pace 
of fix months, to raife contributions on the provinces to the fouth 
of Delhi: but as the petty chiefs of villages had, during the 
confufions of the empire, conftructed mud forts, whither they 
retired with their families and effects, at the approach of danger, 
the Mahrattors found great difficulty in fupporting themfelves, as 
none of thofe forts could be reduced without a regular fiege, in 
which they were very little fkilled. Ittul Raw, tired of this 
kind of unprofitable war, propofed to the prince to retire to 
Gualiér, where the Mahrattors had now eftablifhed a government, 
promifing to give him a tract of country for his maintenance. 
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A.D. 1759. Ali Gohar thanked the Mahrattor for his generous propofal, but 


declined to accept of it. 


His eyes were now turned to another quarter. Nigib ul Dowla, 
who had, at the king’s requeft, betrayed Ghazi ul Dien to Ab- 
dalla, was, upon the reinftatement of the vizier in his office, 
obliged to fly to his jagier of Secundra, between the rivers, 
about forty crores below Delhi. ‘The prince looked upon him 
as the moft proper perfon to conduct his affairs. He accord- 
ingly took leave of Ittul Raw, croffed the Jumna, arrived at 
Secundra, and was received with great refpect by Nigib ul 
Dowla, who, however, did not think proper to join heartily 
in his caufe. 


To return to the tranfactions at Delhi: Ahmet Abdalla 
had no fooner fettled his affairs, than he prepared for an- 
other expedition into Hindoftan. He refolved to fupport 
his army with the plunder of that country, and to keep 
them in action there for other enterprizes more arduous. He 
accordingly marched from Candahar, and, in the month of 
Ribbi ul awil, 1174, arrived in the environs of Delhi. The 
unhappy Allumgire applied to him for relief; and, if poffible, 
exaggerated his own misfortunes, and the unheard-of villainies of 
his vizier. He, at the fame time, by his emiffaries, ftirred up 
factions in the army of Ghazi, who had marched out of the 
city to give battle to Abdalla. The difcerning mind of that 
minifter foon penetrated into the king’s machinations againft 
him. He did not for a moment hefitate what to do; his hands 
had already been imbrued in blood, and he ftarted not at murder. 


He refolved to take off the king, and then to let future events 
direct his line of action. 


Though 
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Though the king was in fome meafure a prifoner, he A.D. 1760 


was permitted to keep his guards and a great retinue of fer- 
vants. ‘They pitied his misfortunes, and became firmly attached 
to his intereft. Abdalla, who was near with his army, feemed 
to give fome encouragement to Allumgire, and that prince’s 
party acquired ftrength every day. The vizier faw himfelf 
hemmed in upon all fides by enemies; he, therefore, thought it 
high time to affaffinate his mafter.---He knew the weaknefs and 
fuperftition of the mind of Allumgire. He, therefore, trumped 
up a ftory concerning a Fakier, who prophefied and wrought 
miracles at the Kottulah of Ferofe Shaw. The poor enthufiaftic 
king, juft as Ghazi expected, exprefied a great defire to fee the 
holy Fakier. As it would derogate from the reputation of the 
pretended faint, to pay a vifit, even to a king; Allumgire refolved 
to confer upon him that piece of refpect.---But he had no fooner 
entered the apartment where the holy impoftor fat, than two 
affaffins ftarted from behind a curtain, cut off his head with a 
{cimiter, and threw his body, out of a back window, upon the 
fands of the Jumna. It lay there two days without interment ; 
none daring to pay the laft office to the remains of their unfor- 
tunate king. This tragedy was acted at Delhi, in the month of 
Ribbi ul Sani, 1174. 


Such was the end of Allumgire, who, in an age of peace 
and tranquillity, might have lived with fome reputation, and 
have died with the character of a faint. But the times required 
uncommon abilities in a king, and the moft vigorous exertion of 
the manly faculties of the foul; neither of which that unhappy 
monarch in any degree poflefled. His ftruggles, therefore, againft 
the ambition of Ghazi, were puerile and impotent. Had he 
employed the affaffin againft the breaft of that treacherous mini- 
fter, juftice would have warranted the blow; had he poffeffed 
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A.D. 1760, courage to have aimed it with his own hand, a thoufand oppor- 
tunities were not wanting. What then can be faid in favor of a 
man, who durft not make one manly effort for his authority, or 
refent indignities which he daily received in perfon ? 


The perfidious vizier ordered the body of the king, after lying 
two days expofed on the fand of the Jumna, to be privately 
interred. He then took another prince of the blood, and placed 
him upon the throne, by the name of Shaw Jehan, 
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SECTION V: 


Tranfa&ions at the Court of Delhi, from the Death 
of ALLUMGIRE Sanl, to the prefent Times. 


IGIB UL DOWLA, who had, fome time before the 

affaffination of Allumgire, made up matters with the 
vizier, had the addrefs to retain the office of buckfhi. Shocked 
at the villainy of Ghazi, or defirous to transfer to himfelf the 
whole power, he again betrayed that minifter, and went over 
with all his forces to Abdalla. Ghazi, in confequence of this 
defertion, found himfelf obliged alfo to make peace with the 
invader. 





Thefe factions proved fatal to the unhappy Delhians. Abdalla 
laid the city under heavy contributions, and inforced the col- 
lection with fuch rigor and cruelty, that the unfortunate inhabi- 
tants, driven to defpair, took up arms. The Perfian ordered a 
general maffacre, which, without intermiffion, lafted for feven 
days. The relentlefs Durannies * were not even then glutted 
with flaughter, but the ftench of the dead bodies drove them 
out of the city. A great part of the buildings were, at the fame 
time, reduced to afhes, and many thoufands, who had efcaped 
the fword, fuffered a lingering death by famine, fitting upon the 
{moaking ruins of their own houfes. Thus the imperial city 
of Delhi, which, in the days of its glory, extended itfelf feven- 
teen crores in length, and was faid to contain two millions of 
people, became almoft a heap of rubbith. 


* The tribe, of which Abdalla is the chief, are diftinguifhed by that name. 
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The miferies of the unfortunate Delhians were not yet at an end. 
The Mahrattors, who now, without intermifflion, traverfed the 
empire for plunder, advanced to partake of the fpoils of Delhi 
with Abdalla. Jincow and Malharraw, accordingly, occupied the 
environs of the city. ‘The Perfian marched out againft them, 
and both armies joined battle at a place called Mudgenu Tuckia, 
two crores from the depopulated capital. The Mahrattors were 
defeated, and purfued one hundred and fifty crores from the field : 
but they, in the mean time, gave Abdalla the flip, turned his 
rear, and fet out in full march for Delhi. The Durannies, 
however, were fo clofe to their heels, that, before they could 
attempt any thing again{ft the city, they were a fecond time 
obliged to retreat. 


In the mean time news arrived, that the Mahrattor chiefs 
were advancing with another very numerous army from the 
Decan, with a profeffed defign to re-eftablifh the ancient Hindoo 
government. Biffwafs Raw, Baow, and Ibrahim Chan Ghardi, 
commanded this force, which, independent of the army of 
Mahrattors, whom Abdalla had already defeated, confifted of 
one hundred thoufand horfe.. The Mahommedans were ftruck 
with terror; they thought it neceflary to join Abdalla, to fupport 
the faith: Suja ul Dowlat, who had fucceeded his father, the 
infamous Seifdar Jung, in the province of Oud, Ahmed Chan 
Bunguifh, chief of the Patans and all the petty chieftains of the 
Rohillas, haftened with their forces to Delhi. 


The Mahrattors had now entered the territories of the Jates, 
and fummoned Raja Sourage Mull to join them. Though 
Sourage Mull, as a Hindoo, wifhed for the extirpation of 
Mahommedifm in India, he was too jealous of the power of the 
Mahrattors, to obey their orders. Enraged at his obftinacy, 

4. they 








ile 
>. 
" a : 
r% 
X% 7 os 
r 


OF THE MOGUL EMPIRE. 71 


they carried fire and fword through his dominions, and com- A.D. 1761. 
pelled him at laft to join them with fifty thoufand men. 


The Mahrattors now confifted of two hundred thoufand horfe, 
and the Mahommedans, whom Ahmet Abdalla commanded in 
chief, of near one hundred and fifty thoufand. The eyes of all 
India were now turned towards the event of a war, upon which 
depended, whether the fupreme power fhould remain with the 
Mahommedans, or revert again to the Hindoos. Upon the 
approach of the Mahrattors, Abdalla evacuated Delhi, and, 
having croffed the Jumna, encamped on the oppofite bank. 





The Mahrattors immediately entered the city, and filled every 
quarter of it with devaftation and death. Not content with 
robbing the miferable remains of Abdalla’s cruelty of every thing 
they pofieffed, they ftripped all the males and females quite 
naked, and wantonly whipped them before them along the ftreets. 
Many now prayed for death, as the greateft bleffing, and thanked 
the hand which inflicted the wound.---Famine begun to rage 
among the unfortunate citizens to fuch a degree, that men fled 
from their deareft friends, as from beafts of prey, for fear of 
being devoured. Many women devoured their own children, 
while fome mothers, of more humanity, were feen dead in the 
{treets, with infants {till fucking at their breafts.---But let us now 
draw a veil over this {cene of horror. 


Ghazi ul Dien found, by this time, that Abdalla was become 
his enemy, and inclined to the interefts of Nigib ul Dowla. He 
therefore endeavoured to make up matters with the Mahrattors, 
but his propofals were rejected. He then turned himfelf to the 
Raja of the Jates, who was in the field an unwilling auxiliary 
to the Mahrattors, and perfuaded him to defert their caufe, and 
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retire to his own country, whither he himfelf accompanied him. 
Thus ended the public tranfactions of Ghazi ul Dien, who 
crowded into a few years of early youth more crimes and abilities, 
than other confummate villains have done into a long life of 
wickednefs and treachery. ‘Though he did not poffefs the Decan, 
the fruits of his grandfather’s uncommon crimes, he may truly 
be faid to have been the genuine heir of the parts and treafons 
of that monfter of iniquity and villainy. 


The Mahrattors, when they entered Delhi, confined Shaw 
Jehan, who had borne the title of royalty for a few weeks ; 
and, to quiet the minds of fome Mahommedan omrahs, who 
aided them, raifed to the throne Jewan Bucht, the eldeft fon of 
prince Ali Gohar, who had by this time affumed the title of 
Shaw Allum in Behar. But this young prince, had he even 
abilities to reign, had now no fubjects left to command; for 
he may be confidered as the image of a king, fet up by way of 
infult in the midft of the ruins of his capital. 


Abdalla being informed of the defertion of the Jates, was 
extremely defirous of repaffing the Jumna, and to come to 
battle with the Mahrattors. He, for this purpofe, marched up 
along the bank oppofite to the enemy, to Kungipurra, a place 
of {ome ftrength, poflefled by Nizabat Chan, an independent 
Rohilla chief. The Perfian fummoned him to furrender, which 
he refufed, and the place was confequently taken by affault, and 
the garrifon and inhabitants put to the fword.---The Mahrattors, 
at the fame time, marched up upon the fide of Delhi, and, too 
confident of their own {ftrength, permitted Abdalla, without 
oppofition, to crofs the Jumna, by the ford of Ramra: but 
obferving him more bold in his motions than they expected, 
they became fomewhat afraid, and intrenched themfelves at 
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Karnal, in the very fame ground which was occupied formerly by A.D. 1761. 


Mahummud Shaw, while Abdalla chofe the more fortunate 
fituation of Nadir Shaw. 


Both armies lay in their entrenchments, for twelve days, 
fkirmifhing at times with {mall parties. Abdalla, in the mean 
time, found means to cut off fome Mahrattor convoys, with pro- 
vifions, and, by the vigilance and activity of his Durannies, to 
prevent all fupplies from coming to the enemy’s camp.---As 
famine began to rage among the Mahrattors, they were neceffi- 
tated to march out of their lines, upon the 2oth of Jemmad ul 
Sani, 1174, and to offer battle to Abdalla, which he immediately 
accepted. The firft {hock was extremely violent: the Mah- 
rattors advanced with great refolution, and charged Abdalla fword 
in hand with fuch vigor, that he was upon the point of being 
driven off the field, when Suja ul Dowlat, well known to the Britifh 
in India, and Ahmed Chan Bunguith, the Patan chief of Doab, fell 
upon the flank of the Mahrattors, with ten thoufand horfe.---This 
circumitance immediately turned the fcale of victory. Abdalla 
recovered from his confufion, renewed the charge, and drove 
back the enemy. Should we credit common report, fifty thou- 
fand Mahrattors fell in this action, and in the purfuit: but be 
that as it will, the battle was extremely bloody, for all the ge- 
nerals of the vanquifhed, excepting Malhar Raw, who fled upon 
the farft charge, were flain. 


Abdalla, after having purfued the Mahrattors for the fpace of 
three days, returned to Delhi. He wrote from thence letters to 
prince Ali Gohar, who had proclaimed himfelf king in the pro- 
vince of Behar, under the title of Shaw Allum, requefting him 
to return to Delhi, and to take upon him the management of 
the affairs of government. Shaw Allum was too prudent to 
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A.D. 1761, truft himfelf in the hands of Abdalla, and therefore that prince, 


whofe affairs on the fide of Perfia required his prefence, confirmed 
Jewan Bucht * upon the throne of Delhi, under the tuition of 
Nigib ul Dowla, from whom he exacted an annual tribute. 
Abdalla, after thefe tranfactions, returned to Cabul. 


No fooner had Abdalla evacuated Delhi, than the Jates com- 
menced hoftilities againft Nigib ul Dowla. They feized upon 
Camgar Chan, Zemindar of Ferochagur, and appropriated to 
themfelves his wealth and territory. The minifter, upon this, 
took the field. The Jates advanced againft him, with a great 
army, under the conduct of their chief, Raja Sourage Mull. 
The Jates being much fuperior to the force of Nigib ul Dowla, 
became confident of fuccefs; fo that, when the armies approached 
within a few miles of one another, near Secundra, the Raja went 
carelefsly out, with fome of his officers, upon a hunting party. 
Nigib ul Dowla, being informed of this circum{ftance by means 
of his {pies, immediately detached a party of five hundred horfe, 
under Seidu, a bold partizan, in queft of the Raja. 





Seidu fell in with Sourage Mull, whofe party confifted of 
about three hundred. They engaged {word in hand, with great 
refolution on both fides; but, at length, the Jates were cut off 
to a man, and the Raja’s head was brought to Nigib ul Dowla, 
who was then upon his march to attack the enemy. ‘The unex- 
pected appearance of Nigib, in the abfence of their prince and 
beft officers, ftruck the Jates with univerfal panic; when, at 
that very inftant, a horfeman advancing at full fpeed, threw the 
Raja’s head into their line. ‘This circumftance compleated their 
confufion, fo that Nigib ul Dowla defeated them with eafe, and 
purfued them, fword in hand, fome crores from the field of 
battle. 


* The prefent emperor’s eldeft fon. 
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The minifter, after this victory, returned to Delhi. But he A.D. 1762. 


had not long remained in that capital, before Joahir Singh, the 
fon and fucceffor of Sourage Mull, hired twenty thoufand Mah- 
rattors, under Malhar Raw, and advanced with all his forces to 
Delhi. Nigib ul Dowla was not capable to cope with the Jates 
and their auxiliaries in the field. He fhut himfelf up in the city, 
where he was befieged for three months, and at laft reduced to 
great diftrefs. However, a handfome prefent to Malhar Raw 
faved him upon this critical occafion. The Jates, finding them- 
felves betrayed by their mercenaries, were obliged to patch up a 
peace, and retire into their own country. Thefe tranfaétions 
happened in the year 1175 of the Higera. Nigib ul Dowla has 
been fince frequently attacked by the Jates to the eaft, and the 
Seiks to the weft, but he itill maintains his ground with great 
refolution and ability. 





But to return to the adventures of the prince Ali Gohar, 
who, under the title of emperor, now reigns in the fmall pro- 
vince of Allahabad: we have already obferved, that he, after 
parting with the Mahrattors, threw himfelf upon Nigib ul Dowla 
at Secundra. He could not, however, prevail upon that Omrah 
to take up arms in his favor. He, therefore, left Secundra, with 
a {mall retinue of fervants, who lived at their own expence, in 
hopes of better days, with their prince. With thefe he arrived 
at Lucknow, one of the principal cities of the province of Oud, 
where Suja ul Dowlat kept then his court. Suja ul Dowlat re- 
ceived the king with feeming great refpect, and paid him royal 
honors; but this was only the falfe politenefs of an Indian court; 
which is always lefs deficient in ceremony than in faith. It was 
not the intereft of Suja ul Dowlat, who, by the villainies of his 
father, the infamous Seifdar Jung, had become an independent 
prince, to revive the power of the empire, he therefore declined 
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all conneétion with the affairs of Ali Gohar. He, how- 
ever, made him a Nafir of fome elephants, horfes, and half a 
lack of roupees in money, and infinuated to him, to leave 
his court. 


Ali Gohar, in this diftreffed fituation, turned towards Alla- 
habad. Mahummud Kuli Chan, at that time, poffeffed that 
city and province. Mahummud received the prince with friend- 
[hip as well as refpect; for being a man of an enterprizing ge- 
nius, he entertained great hopes of raifing himfelf with the for- 
tunes of the Shaw Zadda*. After maturely deliberating upon 
the plan of their future operations, it was refolved, that, inftead 
of relieving the unfortunate Allumgire from the tyranny of 
Ghazi at Delhi, they fhould endeavor to poffefs themfelves of 
the provinces of Bengal and Behar, the revenues of which might 
enable them to fupport a fufficient army to reftore the power of 
the empire. Though the Shaw Zadda was the undoubted heir 
of the empire, yet, to take away every pretence of right from 
Jafher Ali Chan, whom the Britith, on account of his villainies, 


had raifed to the government of Bengal, he obtained a private 
grant of the fubafhips of the three provinces from his father at 
Delhi. 





Every thing being now concerted, public orders were iffued 
to the neighbouring rajas and fogedars, to repair to the ftandard 
of the Shaw Zadda; while Mahummud Kuli Chan raifed all the 
troops of Allahabad. Camgar Chan, one of the principal foge- 
dars of Behar, Pulwan Singh, raja of Budgepoor, Bulbidder, 
raja of Amati, and many other, both Hindoo and Mahomedan 


| nl Shaw Zadda literally fignifies the king’s fon: a title by which Ali Gohar was 
diftinguifhed during the life of his father Allumgire Sani, 
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chiefs, obeyed the fummons, and joined the prince. Soldiers of 
fortune, in the mean time, flocked to him from all quarters, fo 


that Ali Gohar found himfelf foon at the head of fixty thoufand 
men. 


In the month of Ribbi ul Sani, of the year 1173, the Shaw 
Zadda marched from Allahabad towards Bengal. ‘The parti- 
culars of this war are well known. Let it fuffice to mention 
here, that the prince was unfuccefsful in all his attempts upon 
Bengal; and was, at laft, obliged to furrender himfelf to the 
commander of the Britifh forces, at Geiah in Behar. He re- 
ceived intelligence, foon after, of the affaflination of his father at 
Delhi. He was accordingly proclaimed emperor at Patna; but 
nothing being done for him, by the Britifh, the unfortunate 
prince found himfelf obliged to throw himfelf into the hands of 
Suja ul Dowlat, who, in the abfence of Kuli Chan, had feized 
upon the province of Allahabad. The villainy of Suja ul Dow- 
lat did not reft there: he invited Kuli Chan to a conference, and 
bafely affaffinated him. 


Suja ul Dowlat, having poffeffed himfelf of the king’s perfon, 
clofely confined him. He, at the fame time, mocked the un- 
happy man with a farce of royalty, and obliged him to ratify all 
grants and commifiions, which might ferve his own purpofes. 
Under the fanction of thefe extorted deeds, Suja ul Dowlat made 
war upon the neighboring ftates, in which, however, he was not 
very fuccefsful. When Caffim Ali Chan was driven from the 
fubafhip of Bengal, Suja ul Dowlat joined him, in order to re- 
cover his government. He was defeated at Buxar, by the Britith, 
and the king being, in his flight, left behind him, threw himéelf 
a fecond time under our protection. 
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He hoped, now, that as Suja ul Dowlat’s dominions fell into 
the hands of the Britifh, in confequence of this victory, that they 
would confer them upon him. But the unfortunate prince de- 
ceived himfelf. He had no money, and confequently had no 
friends. Suja ul Dowlat was {till poffeffed of wealth: and the 
virtue of the conquerors was by no means proof againft temp- 
tation. They reftored to him his dominions, and, by a mere 
mockery of terms, called injuftice by the name of generofity. 
A fmall part of the province of Allahabad was allotted to the 
king, for a fubfiftence, and the infamous fon of a {till more in- 
famous Perfian pedlar enjoys the extenfive province of Oud, as 
a reward for a feries of uncommon villainies.---But the tranf- 
actions of the BritrisH SuBaAs in India, will furnifh materials 
for a diftinét hiftory. We fhall not, therefore, break in upon 
that fubject in this place; as to mention them flightly would 
be, in fome meafure, detracting from the fame, which thofe 
GREAT MEN have fo juftly acquired. 
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SECTION VI. 


Of the prefent State of HINDOSTAN. 





HE fhort fketch which we have given in the preceding A. D. 1764. 
fections, of the Hiftory of Hindoftan, may ferve to throw 
light on the decline of the great empire of the Moguls in that 
part of the world. We faw it gradually fhrinking into itéelf, 
till the race of Timur are, at laft, confined within the narrow 
limits of an infignificant province. It muft, however, be al- 
lowed, that the uncommon misfortunes of that family, proceeded 
no lefs from their own weaknefs, than from the villainy of their 
fervants. Hada man of parts fucceeded the debility of Mahum- 
mud Shaw’s government, the ancient glory of the empire might 
have been ftill reftored. The revolted fubas were not, then, 
well eftablifhed in their independence; and the gallant refiftance 
which Abdalla met with, in the reign of Ahmed, fhewed that 
the Moguls could {till defend themfelves from foreign invafions. 





This, like other great ftates, fell into pieces, more by do- 
meftic factions, than by foreign arms. Even the minifters of 
the unfortunate Mahummud were men of parts; thofe who ma- 
naged the affairs of Ahmed were poffeffed of great abilities ; 
and, in the reign of Allumgire Sani, young Ghazi difplayed an 
uncommon and enterprizing genius. But virtue had fled from 
the land: no principle of honor, patriotifm, or loyalty, remained ; 
great abilities produced nothing but great crimes; and the eyes 
of individuals being wholly intent upon private advantage, the 
affairs of the public fell into ruin and confufion. 


As 


So 
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As from the ruins of the extenfive empire of the Moguls, 
many independent governments have {ftarted up of late years, it 
may not be improper, in this place, to take a curfory view of 
the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. To begin with the northern 
provinces. We have already obferved, that Candahar, Cabul, 
Ghizni, Pifhawir, with a part of Moultan and Sind, are under 
the dominion of Ahmet Abdalla. That prince poffeffes alfo, 
upon the fide of Perfia, the greateft part of Chorraffan and 
Seiftan, and all Bamia, on that of Tartary. Abdalla, in 
fhort, reigns over almoft all the countries which formed 
the empire of Ghizni, before it defcended from the moun- 
tains of Afganiftan to Lahore and Delhi. It is highly pro- 
bable that, as Kerim Chan has fettled the weftern Perfia, he 
may foon extend the empire to its ancient boundaries towards 
the eaft, and drive Abdalla into Hindoftan; fo that a third 
dynafty of kings of India may arife from among the 
Afgans. 


The revenues of Abdalla are very confiderable, amounting to 
about three crores of roupees. But as he is always in the field, 
and maintains an army of 100,000 horfe, to defend himfelf from 
the Perfians and Tartars, he is in great diftrefs for money. 
This circumftance obliges him, not only to opprefs his own fub- 
jects, but alfo to carry his depredations to foreign countries. 
During the competition of the feven confpirators for the throne 
of Perfia, Abdalla had little to fear from that quarter. But as 
Kerim Chan has eftablifhed himfelf, by the defeat and death 
of his rivals, it is extremely probable, that Abdalla will foon 
feel, as we have already obferved, the weight of his arms, as 
Chorraflan and Seiftan are properly provinces of the Perfian 
cmpire. 


However, 
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However, Abdalla is, at prefent, at peace with Kerim, and 
has taken that favorable opportunity for invading Hindoftan. 
He had, in April 1767, defeated the Seiks in three different 
actions, and advanced to Sirhind, about forty crores from Delhi, 
with an army of fifty thoufand horfe. It is fuppofed that Nigib 
ul Dowla, who, in the name of the prefent emperor's fon, 
manages the affairs of Delhi, had, as he himfelf was hard pref- 
{ed by the Seiks and Jates, called in Abdalla, to take upon him 
the government. Nigib ul Dowla, by our beft intelligence, 
marched out of the city to meet his ally, with forty thoufand 
men. ‘The armies lay in fight of one another, and they were 
bufy in negotiation, and in fettling a plan for their future opera- 
tions. Abdalla, in the mean time, wrote circular letters to all 
the princes of India, commanding them to acknowledge him 
KıNnG or KinGs, and demanding a tribute. Suja ul Dowlat, in 
particular, had received a very fharp letter from him, upbraid- 
ing him for his alliance with INFIDELS, and demanding the im- 
perial revenues, which that fuba had converted to his own ufe for 
fome years back, 


Such was the fituation of the affairs of Ahmed Abdalla, by 
our laft accounts from Delhi. This prince is brave and aétive, 
but he is now in the decline of life. His perion is tall and ro- 
buft, and inclinable to being fat. His face is remarkably broad, 
his beard very black, and his complexion moderately fair. His 
appearance, upon the whole, is majeftic, and expreffive of an 
uncommon dignity and ftrength of mind. Though he is not fo 
fierce and cruel as Nadir Shaw, he fupports his authority with 
no lefs rigor, and he is by no means lefs brave than that extraor- 
dinary monarch. He, in fhort, is the moft likely perfon now 
in India, to reftore the ancient power of the empire, fhould he 
affume the title of king of Delhi. 
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The Se1ks border upon the Indian dominions of Abdalla. 
That nation, it is faid, take their name of Seiks, which figni- 
fies DISCIPLES, from their being followers of a certain philofo- 
pher of Thibet, who taught the idea of a commonwealth, and 
the pure doctrine of Deifm, without any mixture of cither the 
Mahommedan or Hindoo fuperftitions. ‘They made their firft 
appearance about the commencement of this century, in the 
reign of Bahadar Shaw, but were rather reckoned then a parti- 
ticular fect than a nation. Since the empire began to decline, 
they have prodigioufly increafed their numbers, by admitting 
profelytes of all religions, without any other ceremony than an 
oath, which they tender to them, to oppofe monarchy. 


The Seiks are, at prefent, divided into feveral ftates, which in 
their internal government are perfectly independent of one another, 
but they form a powerful alliance againft their neighbors. 
When they are threatened with invafions, an affembly of the 
{tates is called, and a general chofen by them, to lead their 
re{pective quotas of militia into the field; but, as foon as peace 
is re{tored, the power of this kind of dictator ceafes, and he re- 
turns, in a private capacity, to his own community. The 
Seiks are now in poffeffion of the whole province of Punjab, 
the greateft part of Moultan and Sind, both the banks of the 
Indus from Cafhmire to Tatta, and all the country towards 
Delhi, from Lahore to Sirhind. ‘They have, of late years, been 
a great check upon the arms of Abdalla; and, though in the 
courfe of the laft year they have been unfuccefsful againft that 
prince in three actions, they are, by no means fubdued, bat 
continue a fevere clog upon his ambitious views in India. 


The chief who leads at prefent the army of the Seiks, is 
Jeffarit Singh; there is alfo one Nitteh Singh, who is in great 
5 efteem 
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efteem among them, ‘They can, upon an emergency, mufter 
60000 good horfe; but, though in India they are efteemed 
brave, they chufe rather to carry on their wars by furprize and 
ftratagem, than by regular operations in the field. By their 
principles of religion and government, as well as on account 
of national injuries, they are inveterate enemies to Abdalla, 
and to the Rohilla powers. 


To the eaft of the dominions of the republic of the Seiks lie 
the countries which are poffleffed by the Rohilla Afgans. Nigib ul 
Dowla, whofe hiftory is comprehended in the preceding fections, 
is, from his power, as well as from the ftrength of his councils 
and his own bravery, reckoned their prince. He poflefies the city 
of Delhi, in the name of the family of Timur, together with a 
confiderable territory around it, on both the banks of the Jumna, 
and his revenues amount to one crore of roupees. He publickly 
acknowledges the unfortunate Shaw Allum, at Allahabad, king, 
and allows a penfion to his fon Jewan Bucht, who, without any 
power, maintains a kind of regal dignity at Delhi. 


Nigib ul Dowla has been known, when hard preffed by his 
hoftile neighbors, to raife 60000 horfe ; but his revenues are not 
fufficient to fupport one tenth part of that number. He continues 
to take the field under the name of buckfhi, or captain-general 
of the Mogul empire; and though he has not the power, or per- 
haps the inclination, to aflift the king, he keeps up a friendly 
correfpondence with him, and, without any neceflity, profeffes 
obedience and a fhew of loyalty. 


Befides Nigib ul Dowla, there are chiefs of the Rohilla race, 
who are perfectly independent; but when danger preffes, they 
unite with him their forces. ‘The moft refpectable of thefe chiefs 
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is Hafiz Rhimut, who pofieffes a confiderable diftrit between 
the rivers. The next to him, in power, is Doondi Chan ; and 
with him we may number Mutta Huffein, Jacob Ali Chan, 
Fatte Chan Zurein, and others of lefs note, who command inde- 
pendent tribes beyond the Ganges to the north of Delhi. 


The whole power of the Rohillas may amount to 100,000 
horfe, and an equal number of infantry, upon an emergency ; 
but thefe are fo wretchedly appointed and ill paid, that they 
furnifh more of ridicule, than they can imprefs of terror in the 
field. ‘Their infantry are armed with rockets, pointed with iron, 
which they difcharge in vollies among cavalry, which frighten 
more with their noife and uncommon appearance, than by the 
execution which they make. ‘The Rohillas are remarkable for 
nothing more than their natural antipathy to the Mahrattors, 
which might be turned to advantage by the Britith in their future 
views upon Hindoftan: but the truth is, that the Hindoos and 
Mahommedans fo equally ballance one another in that country, 


that by fupporting one, we may, with great facility, command 
both. 


There is a {mall government of the Patans to the eaft of the 
Rohilla tribes. Their diftri€t is bounded by the dominions of 
the prefent king, by thofe of Suja ul Dowlat, and by the terri- 
tories of the Jates. The capital of this petty principality is Fero- 
chabad, which is fituated upon the banks of the Ganges, a few 
crores above the ruins of the celebrated city of Kinnoge. Ahmed 
Chan Bunguifh, who made a great figure againft Seifdar Jung, 
the father of Suja ul Dowlat, rules over this diftri&. Ahmed is 
more diftinguifhed by his abilities and perfonal bravery, than by 
the extent of his power. His revenues do not exceed fifty lacks; 
but he always keeps a ftanding force of two or three thoufand 


good 
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good horfe, which he pays well; and, upon an emergency, he 
raifes all his vaffals, who confift of about zcoco men. His 
country is full of forts; and he has, confequently, been hitherto 
able to defend himfelf again{ft the Mahrattors, Jates, and Suja 
ul Dowlat, who have refpectively invaded his dominions. 


The city of Agra, and a very confiderable tract of country 
round it, extending along the Jumna, from forty crores below 
that city to within five of Delhi, and ftretching back to Gualier 
and Barampulla, are now in the hands of a Hindoo nation, called 
the Jates. The raja who, commands the Jates, is defcended of 
the ancient race of the Jits, who poffeffed the banks of the Indus, 
as far back as the reign of Sultan Mahmoodof Ghizni. From 
their prince, the whole body of the Jates, though made up of 
many diftinct tribes and fects, take their name; but others, 
with lefs probability, trace it to Jare, which in the Hindoo 
language fignifies a labourer. 





The Jates made no figure in the Mogul empire, as a nation, 
till the reign of Allumgire, commonly known in Europe by the 
name of Aurungzebe. In that monarch’s expedition to the 
Decan, they were firft heard of as a gang of banditti, under an 
intrepid fellow, called Chura Mun. ‘They were then fo daring 
as to harrafs the rear of the imperial army. After the death of 
Allumgire, the Jates took advantage of the growing imbecility 
of the empire, and fortifying themfelves among the hills of 
Narvar, fpread their depredations to the gates of Agra. Mokun 
Singh, who, after the death of Chura Mun, commanded the Jates, 
took upon himfelf the title of Raja. ‘Their power increafed 
under Bodun Singh and Sourage Mull, which laft was dignified 
with titles from the emperor. 


Joahir 
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Joahir Singh, the fon of Sourage Mull, now reigns over 
the Jates, and is a very weak prince. His revenues do not 
exceed two crores of roupees ; his dominions, like the reft of 
India, being harrafied by the Mahrattors. He may, upon fome 
occafions, be able to bring into the field fixty or feventy thoufand 
men, but he cannot keep long in pay one third of that number. 
The dominions of the Jates abound with ftrong fortrefles, fuch 
as Dieg, Cumbere, and Aliver; in one of which their prince 
frequently refides, though he fpends the moft part of his time 
at Agra. 


To the fouth-weft of the Jates, Mudoo Singh, a rajaput raja, 
poffefies a very confiderable territory, and refides for the moft part 
at Joinagur. He is the fon of Joy Singh, a prince famous for 
his knowledge in aftronomy, and other mathematical fciences. 
He entertained above a thoufand learned brahmins for fome years, 
in rectifying the kalendar, and in making new tables for the 
calculation of eclipfes, and for determining the longitude and 
declination of the ftars.--- The revenues of Mudoo Singh are not 
very confiderable, being reckoned only eighty lacks; his domi- 
nions being woody, mountainous, and confequently ill cultivated. 
He can, however, raife forty thoufand men; and he himfelf is 
e{teemed a good foldier. 


Bordering upon Mudoo Singh, upon the frontiers of the Decan, 
is the extenfive country of Marwar, ruled, at prefent, by Bija 
Singh, the fon of Bucht Singh, and grandfon of Jeffawind Singh. 
Marwar, when the empire was in a flourifhing condition, yielded 
annually five crores of roupees: at prefent its revenues do not 
amount to half that fum, on account of the incefflant depredations 
of the Mahrattors, its next neighbours. 


The next Hindoo government to Marwar, is that of Odipour. 
The raja of this country is diftinguifhed by the name of Rana. 
That 
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That prince, more from his nobility of family than from his 
power, aflumes a fuperiority over all the rajas of Hindoftan. 
His dominions were formerly very extenfive, but, of late years, 
they have been circum{cribed within narrower bounds. His 
territories abound with mountains and forefts, and are almoft fur- 
rounded by the kingdoms of Malava and Guzerat. His revenues 
are inconfiderable, and he cannot bring into the field above 
fifteen thoufand men.---In the vallies between the mountains of 
Odipour, there are many petty independent rajas; Bundi, Cottu, 
Rupnagur, Jeffelmere, and Bianere, being governed by their 
re{fpective princes, each of whom can mutfter fix or eight thou- 
fand men. 


The Mahrattors are the moft confiderable Hindoo power in 
Hindoftan. The principal feat of their government is Sattarah, 
and fometimes Puna, on the coaft towards Bombay. ‘Though 
the genuine Mahrattors all over India do not exceed 60000 men, 
yet, from their fuperior bravery and fuccefs in depredation, 
thoufands of all tribes enlift themfelves under their banners. 
Thefe, inftead of pay, receive a certain proportion of the 
plunder. By this means an army of Mabhrattors increafes like a 





river, the farther it advances; fo that it is no uncommon thing. 


for a force of ten or twelve thoufand geruine Mahrattors to grow 
into 100,000, before they arrive in the place which they deftine 
to plunder. 


The prefent chief of the Mahrattors is Ragenot Raw, the 
fon of Bagiraw. He poffeffes one half of Guzerat, and all the 
territories between that province and the Decan. He has, of 
late years, extended his conquefts to all the prcvinces of Malava, 
and to a part of Allahabad ; having reduced Himmut Singh, 
raja of Gualier, Anarid Singh, r-ja of Badawir, Anard Singh, of 
Chunderi, and the princes of Dittea, Orcha, Elichpoor, Bandere, 


and 
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and Jaffey; all of whom have become tributary to the Mahrat- 
tors. They have, moreover, pofieffed themfelves of Oriffa, 
which ought, in propriety, to be annexed to the fubathip of 
Bengal, according to the late grant of the king to the Britith. 
Thus the dominions of the Mahrattors extend quite acrofs the 
peninfula of India, from the bay of Bengal to the gulph of 
Campbait or Cambay. 


The amount of the revenues of the Mahrattors cannot eafily 
be afcertained. They muft, however, be very confiderable. 
They fubfift their armies by depredations on their neighbors, 
and are become the terror of the Eaft, more on account of their 
barbarity than their valour. ‘They never want a pretence for 
hoftilities. They demand the Chout, or fourth part of the reve- 
nues of any province; and, in cafe of a refufal, they in- 
vade, plunder, and lay wafte the country. Their horfes be- 
ing very hardy, their incurfions are fudden, unexpected, and 
dreadful. They generally appoint a place of rendezvous, and 
their invafions are carried on by detached parties. Should a 
confiderable force at any time oppofe them, they decline coming 
to action; and, as they invigorate their hardy horfes with 
opium, their flight, like their incurfions, is very expeditious. 


The armies of the Mahrattors do not, like the troops of 
other Indian powers, incumber themfelves with bazars or markets. 
They truft for their fubfiftence to the countries through which 
they march. ‘They are armed with firelocks, fome with match- 
lock guns, and others with bows, fpears, javelins, {words and dag- 
gers. They have, within three years back, made {ome advances 
towards forming a difciplined army of infantry. They have, 
accordingly, at prefent, ten or twelve battalions of Seapoys, 
uniformly cloathed and armed.---All the powers of India being 
now fenfible of the advantages which the Britifh have gained by 
difciplined infantry, turn their thoughts to a fimilar regulation in 

their 
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their armies, and to improve their artillery, which was formerly 
too unweildy and ill-mounted, to be of any fervice in the field. 


To the eaft of Malava, and to the fouth of Allahabad, is the 
country of Bundelcund, governed by Hindoput. His territories 
are of a confiderable extent and very fertile, and he moreover 
draws great wealth from his diamond mines of Hieragur and 
Punagur. He alfo claims a right to the mines of Sommelpour, 
but another raja poffeffes them at prefent.---The annual revenues 
of Hindoput amount to near two crores of roupees, including the 
profits arifing from his mines. ‘Thefe he farms out to merchant- 
adventurers, who purchafe a certain number of fuperficial feet 
of ground, and they are permitted to dig down perpendicularly 
as far as they pleafe. Diamonds beyond a certain weight are 
the property of the prince, who has infpectors, to fuperintend 
the works. 


The raja of Bundelcund poffeffes the impregnable fortrefs of 
Callinger and feveral other confiderable ftrong holds. He has, 
notwithftanding, been obliged to compound for a certain tribute 
with the Mahrattors, who generally paid him an annual vifit. 
Between Bundelcund and Cattack, in Oriffa, lie the rajafhips of 
Patna and Sommelpour, which are not very confiderable; the 
country being mountainous, woody, and unhealthy, and the in- 
habitants barbarous in every refpect. 


Part of the province of Allahabad is now poffeffed by Su Aw 
ALLUM, by birthright and title, though nothing lefs fo in 
power, emperor of Hindoftan. He keeps the poor refemblance 
of a court at Allahabad, where a few ruined Omrahs, in hopes 
of better days to their prince, having expended their fortunes in 
his fervice, {till exift the ragged penfioners of his poverty, and 
burthen his gratitude with their prefence. The diftricts of 
Korah and Allahabad, in the king’s poffeffion, are rated at thirty 
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lacks, which is one half more than they are able to bear. Inftead 
of gaining by this bad policy, that prince, unfortunate in many 
re{pects, has the mortification to fee his poor fubjećts oppreffed 
by thofe who farm the revenue, while he himfelf is obliged to com- 
pound with the farmers for half the ftipulated fum. Befides the 
revenue arifing from Allahabad and Korah, which we may at a 
medium eftimate at twelve lacks, the Britifh pay to the king 
twenty-fix lacks out of the revenues of Bengal; which is all 
Shaw Allum poffefies to fupport the dignity of the imperial houfe 
of Timur.---It may not, perhaps, be unacceptable to the public, 
to delineate, in this place, the character of that unfortunate 





prince. 


SHaw ALLUM is robuft in his perfon, and about fix feet 
high. His complexion is rather darker than that which was 
common to the race of Timur, and his countenance is expreffive 
of that melancholy which naturally arofe from his many misfor- 
tunes. He poffefles perfonal courage; but it is of the paffive 
kind, and may be rather called fortitude to bear adverfity, than 
that daring boldnefs which loves to face danger ---He has been 
fo often difmounted in the courfe of ambition, that he now fears 
to give it the rein; and feems lefs defirous to make any efforts 
to retrieve the power of his family, than to live quietly under 
the fhadow of its eclipfed majeity --- His clemency borders upon 
weaknefs, and his good nature has totally fubverted his authority. 
He is daily induced, by importunity, to ifue out orders which 
he takes no means to inforce, and which, he is certain, will not 
be obeyed. From this blemifth in the character of Shaw Allum, 
arofe the half of his misfortunes ; for the great fecret of eftablith- 
ing authority, is to give no orders which cannot be inforced, 
and rather to fuffer {mall injuries, than fhew refentment, without 
the power of punithing. 


His 
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His generofity is more than equal to his abilities, and, too 
often, ill beftowed. He is too much addicted to women, and 
takes more pains to maintain his Haram, than to fupport an 
army.---But though we cannot call him a great prince, we mutt 
allow him to be a good man. His virtues are many; but they 
are thofe of private life, which never appear with luftre upon a 
throne. His judgment is by no means weak; but his paffions 
are not ftrong: the eafinefs of his temper is therefore moulded 
like wax by every hand; and he always gives up his own better 
opinion for thofe of men of inferior parts.---He is affable in his 
converfation, but feldom defcends to pleafantry. Upon the whole, 
though Shaw Allum is by no means qualified to reftore a loft 
empire, he might have maintained it with dignity in profperous 
times, and tran{mitted his name, as a virtuous prince, to pofterity. 
It is with great regret that the author, from his regard to truth, 
cannot {peak more favorably of a prince, to whom his gratitude 
and attachment are due, for repeated teftimonies of his efteem 
and friendfhip. 


The territories of Suja ul Dowlat, who poffeffes the province 
of Oud, border upon thofe of the king. His revenues amount 
to near two crores of roupees, out of which he pays nothing to 
the emperor, though he pretends to recognize his title as his 
fovercign. Since his defeat at Buxar, Suja ul Dowlat attends 
very much to the difcipline of his army, and the proper regu- 
lation of his finances. He has already formed ten battalions of 
Seapoys, and has made great improvements in his artillery. 
When the news of Abdalla’s late invafion came, he levied twelve 
thoufand horfe, upon a better footing than is generally practifed 
in Hindoftan. He is now the ally of the Britith in 
India, and as his revenues will never enable him to fupport 
himfelf in the field againft them, it is probable his principle of 
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fear, for he has none of honor or gratitude, will make him 
ftand to the letter of the treaty. 


Suja ul Dowlat is extremely handfome in his perfon; about 
five feet eleven inches in height, and fo nervous and ftrong, that, 
with one ftroke of the fabre, he can cut off the head of a buffalo. 
He is active, paflionate, ambitious; his penetrating eye feems, at 
firft fight, to promife uncommon acutenefs and fire of mind: 
but his genius is too volatile for depth of thought; - and he is 
confequently more fit for the manly exercifes of the field, than 
for deliberation in the clofet.---Till of late he gave little atten- 
tion to bufinefs. He was up before the fun, mounted his horfe, 
rufhed into the foreft, and hunted down tigers or deer till the 
noon of day. He then returned, plunged into the cold bath, 
and {pent his afternoons in the Haram among his women.--- 
Such was the bias of Suja ul Dowlat’s mind till the late war. 
Ambitious without true policy, and intoxicated with the paflions 
of youth, he began a wild career, in which he was foon checked. 
Stung with the lofs of reputation, his paffions have taken another 
courfe. His activity is employed in difcipling his army, and he 
now {pends more time at the comptoir of his finances, than in 
dallying with the ladies of his feraglio. His authority, there- 
fore, is eftablifhed, his revenues increafed, and his army on a 
re{pectable footing. But, with all his fplendid qualities, he is 
cruel, treacherous, unprincipled, deceitful : carrying a fpe- 
cious appearance, purpofely to betray, and when he embraces 
with one hand, will ftab with the other to the heart. Toge- 
ther with being heir to the fruits of his father’s crimes, he in- 
herits all his latent bafenefs of mind; for, if we except perfonal 
courage, he poflefies not one virtue more than Seifdar Jung. 


The province of Oud is fituated to the north-eaft of the 
Ganges, bordering upon Behar, from which it is, on the one 
fide, divided by the river Deo, or Gagera, and on the other by 
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the Carumnaffa. The country is level, well cultivated and wa- 
tered. It is divided, on the north, by a chain of mountains from 
Thibet. In the vallies, which interfect that immenfe ridge of 
hills, there are feveral independent rajas, too inconfiderable to be 
formidable to Suja ul Dowlat. 


The provinces of Bengal and Behar are poffeffed by the Britifh 
Eaft-India company, in reality, by the right of arms, though, in 
appearance, by a grant from the prefent emperor. This is not 
a proper place to enter into particulars concerning thofe pro- 
vinces: it may fuffice to obferve, that Bengal and Behar, in- 
cluding what is called the company’s lands and duties upon mer- 
chandize, yielded in April, 1766, 33,025,968 Sicca roupees. 
The expences of government, the tribute to the king, and a 
penfion to a nabob, fet up on account of the villainies of his 
father, amounted to 22,450,000 roupees, and confequently the 
ballance in favor of the company was 10,575,968 roupees, or 
1,321,994]. 15s. of our money.---The Britifh force in Bengal 
confifts of three battalions of Europeans, and thirty of Seapoys, 
regularly armed, difciplined, and uniformly cloathed; fo that 
we are much fuperior, even upon that eftablifhment, to any other 
power at prefent in Hindoftan. 


In the Decan the Britifh are almoft as powerful as in Bengal. 
We fupport Mahommed Ali, as nominal nabob of the Carnatic, 
while, in fact, we govern the country without control, having 
the pofieffion of the garrifons and the difpofal of the revenues. 
The power of the Nizam, who refides at Hydrabad, though he 
pofiefies all the province of Golconda, is, of late, very much 
circum{cribed. He, however, {till maintains an army of 60 or 
70000 men; but without difcipline, and ill paid they are by no 
means formidable. He, fome time ago, entered into a treaty 
with the Britifh, but he has, of late, fhewn no difpofition to ad- 


here to it Iong. 
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Hydernaig, a foldier of fortune, who, by his perfonal merit, 
raifed himfelf from a common Seapoy, to be fovereign of almoft 
all the coat of Malabar, threatened, laft year, to attack the 
Nizam, if he did not break his unnatural alliance with the Bri- 
tih. The part which the Nizam will take upon this occafion, 
will entirely depend on the fpirit of the councils of the Britifh 
on the coaft.---As Hydernaig had alfo threatened Mahommed 
Ali, nabob of the Carnatic, it was judged prudent to march an 
army againit him in March, 1767; but what fuccefs may have 
attended the expedition, has not hitherto reached Europe. 


Hydernaig is faid to have thirty difciplined battalions of Sea- 
poys, twenty thoufand good horfe, and a great train of artillery, 
wrought by five hundred European renegadoes. This prince 
having ferved in perfon in European armies, models his troops 
upon their plan, pays punctually, and enforces difcipline with 
rigor. ‘Together with being an able politician, he is a daring, 
active, and impetuous foldier, and if heis not immediately crufhed, 
he may prove the moft dangerous enemy that the Britifh have 
hitherto met with in the Eaft. He is, at prefent, the moft for- 
midable prince in all India, and he will, no doubt, take advantage 
of the divided ftate of that country, and endeavor to extend his 
conquefts. 


Thus have we, in a few words, endeavored to give a general 
idea of the prefent ftate of Hindoftan. The reflexions which 
naturally arife from the fubject, might fwell this work into a 
volume. It is apparent, however, from what has been faid, 
that the immenfe regions of Hindoftan might be all reduced by 
a handful of regular troops.---Ten thoufand European infantry, 
together with the Seapoys in the company’s fervice, are not only 
fufficient to conquer all India, but, with proper policy, to main- 
tain it, for ages, as an appendage of the Britifh crown.---This 
pofition may, at firft fight, appear a paradox, to people unac- 
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quainted with the genius and diipofition of the inhabitants ot 
Hindoftan: but to thofe who have confidered both with atten- 
tion, the thing feems not only practicable, but eafy. 


That flavery and oppreffion, which the Indians fuffer from 
fheir native princes, make the juftice and regularity of a Britifh go- 
vernment appear to them in the moft favorable light. The 
great men of the country have no more idea of patrioti{m, than 
the meaneft flaves; and the people can have no attachment to 
chiefs whom they regard as tyrants. Soldiers of fortune are fo 
numerous in India, that they comprehend one fourth of the inha- 
bitants of that exteniive country. They are never paid one 
third of the itipulated fum, by the princes of Hindoftan, which 
renders them mutinous and difcontented; but they would moft 
certainly approve themfelves obedient, faithful, and brave, in the 
fervice of a power who {fhould pay them regularly. 


In a country like India, where all religions are tolerated, the 
people can have no obje¢tion to the Britifh, on account of theirs 
The army might be compofed of an equal number of Mahom- 


medans and Hindoos, who would be a check upon one another, 
while a fmall body of Europeans would be a fufticient check 


upon both. The battalions ought to be commanded altogether 
by European officers, who, if they do their duty properly, and 
behave with juftice to their men, may attach them to their per- 
fons, with ftronger ties than any troops born in Europe. But if 
juftice is not obferved to foldiers, human nature, in this, as in all 
countries, will and muft revolt againft oppreffion. 


At prefent, the black officers of the Seapoys muft rife from 
the ranks. This is found policy, and ought to be continued. 
Men of family and influence are deterred, by this circumftance, 
from entering into the fervice. Thefe officers are, therefore, en- 
tirely our creatures, and will never defert a people, among whom 

alone 
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alone they can have any power; for no acquired difcipline will 
give weight to a mean man, fufficient to bring to the field an 
army of Indians. 


The advantages of a conqueft of Hindoftan to this country 
are obvious. It would pay as much of the national debt, as go- 
vernment fhould pleafe to difcharge. Should the influx of 
wealth raife the price of the neceffaries and conveniences of life, 
the poor, on the other hand, by being eafed of moft of their 
taxes, would be more able to purchafe them.---But, fay fome 
grave moralifts, how can fuch a {cheme be reconciled to juftice 
and humanity ?---This is an objection of no weight.---Hindoftan 
is, at prefent, torn to pieces by factions. All laws, divine and 
human, are trampled under foot.---Inftead of one tyrant, as in 
the times of the empire, the country now groans under thou- 
fands; and the voice of the oppreffed multitude reaches heaven. 
It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe of juftice and hu- 
manity, to pull thofe petty tyrants from the height to which 
their villainies have raifed them, and to give to fo many millions 
of mankind, a government founded upon the principles of 
virtue and juftice.---The tafk is no lefs glorious than it is prac- 
ticable ; for it might be accomplithed with half the blood which 
is often expended, in Europe, upon an ideal fyftem of a ballance 
of power, and in commercial wars, which muft be attended 


with little eclat, as they are deftitute of ftriking and beneficial 
confequences. 


FINIR 


